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friend. Ms. Yolanda Garcia passed away on 
February 17, 2005 at the age of 53. She was 
an inspiring person who gave so much of her-
self for the benefit of others. Words can’t ex-
plain how much she will be missed by all who 
knew her. 

This daughter of the Bronx accomplished so 
much in her lifetime that it would be impos-
sible for me to sum it all up here today, how-
ever; I would like to take a moment to high-
light the great contributions she made to the 
people of my community. 

Yolanda was a co-founder of ‘‘We Stay/Nos 
Quedamos’’ Committee, Inc., a community 
based organization located in the South 
Bronx. ‘‘Nos Quedamos’’ was founded as a re-
sponse to New York City’s Melrose Commons 
Urban Renewal plan which would have dis-
placed some 6,000 people from their resi-
dences and businesses. In order to save not 
only her own home and business but those of 
her neighbors as well, Yolanda organized ten-
ants, homeowners, property owners, local 
non-profits, and business people to deliver the 
message ‘‘We Stay/Nos Quedamos’’. The 
group won the right to become equal partners 
with the city of New York in planning for the 
community’s redevelopment. Through ‘‘Nos 
Quedamos’’, Yolanda coordinated a collabo-
rative, community-based planning process re-
sulting in the creation of a more environ-
mentally friendly plan that created new afford-
able housing without displacing people from 
the community. 

Yolanda, who lost a son to asthma, strug-
gled mightily to ensure that other families 
would not have to suffer such a tragedy. She 
became a strong leader in the South Bronx 
environmental movement which has blos-
somed in recent years. Her organization joined 
the Organization of Waterfront Neighborhoods 
to fight the expansion and proliferation of 
waste transfer stations in the South Bronx and 
teamed up with the South Bronx Clean Air Co-
alition to shut down a medical waste inciner-
ator that had fouled the air for ten years. In 
2000, as a tireless leader in the fight to keep 
New York City’s children safe from asthma, 
Yolanda established a multi-year partnership 
with New York University and local nonprofits 
to conduct research and community education 
about the causes of the asthma crisis. 

No city, state or nation could exist without 
individuals willing to give all of themselves for 
the good of the greater population. These indi-
viduals often possess qualities that enable 
them to uplift and inspire their peers. Yolanda 
Garcia was indeed one of these individuals. 
After the loss of her son to asthma, Yolanda 
did not pack her bags and leave the Bronx. 
She stayed and fought to improve the air qual-
ity to ensure that no other mother would have 
to endure the pain of losing a child. If every-
one possessed such love in their hearts we 
would undoubtedly be able to enjoy heaven 
here on earth. 

As a result of Yolanda’s courage to stand 
up and say: ‘‘Nos Quedamos/We Stay’’, count-
less children will breathe a little easier and 
countless residents will be able to live in af-
fordable housing. Although she has passed 
on, her good works will continue to benefit 
many generations to come. Surely, that is the 
mark of a great life. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that I had the op-
portunity to know this selfless, kindhearted 
gallant woman and as she is laid to rest on 
this the 3rd day of March 2005 I ask that my 

colleagues join me in paying tribute to my 
friend. 
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HONORING THE UCSB GAUCHO 
MEN’S SOCCER TEAM 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2005 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to the UCSB Men’s soccer team, 
following a spectacular 2004 season where 
they placed 2nd in the NCAA. 

The Gaucho Men’s soccer team finished 
their remarkable season with a 21–3–1 record. 
In addition, four players were honored on the 
2004 NCAA Men’s Soccer College Cup All- 
Tournament Team. Their season, as well as 
their performance in the NCAA Championship 
match, gives all UCSB students, faculty and 
Alumni something to be very proud of. During 
the final home matches, community members 
and students alike flocked to UCSB to support 
the Gaucho men. The talent of this team has 
certainly brought UCSB to the forefront of 
Men’s soccer, proving again that UCSB should 
be known not only for its academics and phys-
ical beauty, but also for its many outstanding 
athletic programs. 

Mr. Speaker, raw talent and the ability to 
beat virtually any opponent are not the only at-
tributes of this team, however. The Gaucho 
Men are also community volunteers, setting a 
positive example for their peers and for young-
er players in the Santa Barbara community. 
They recently participated in a fitness day at 
Santa Barbara City College, aimed at encour-
aging kids and adults alike to maintain healthy 
lifestyles. Many young people in the Santa 
Barbara community love to play soccer and 
being able to interact with the UCSB players 
is a wonderful opportunity. As a nurse, I un-
derstand firsthand the importance of encour-
aging our youth to get physically active. The 
Gaucho Men help to achieve this goal by 
mentoring young players and leading by posi-
tive example. 

I am so proud to represent the UCSB cam-
pus, and the Gaucho Men’s soccer team has 
given me one more reason to boast to my col-
leagues that Santa Barbara truly is paradise. 
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INTRODUCTION OF PITKIN COUNTY 
LAND EXCHANGE LEGISLATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2005 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I am 
today introducing a bill to provide for comple-
tion of a land exchange that involves Pitkin 
County, Colorado, on one hand and two fed-
eral agencies—the Forest Service and BLM— 
on the other. 

The bill would direct a land exchange under 
which the county would transfer two items to 
the Forest Service: A 35-acre tract (known as 
the ‘‘Ryan property’’) near the ghost town of 
Ashcroft; and 18.2 acres (patented mining 
claims) on Smuggler Mountain near Aspen, 
Colorado. 

In return, the Federal government would 
transfer to the county 3 items: A 5.5 acre tract 

south of Aspen known as the ‘‘Wildwood’’ par-
cel, which the county will reconvey to private 
ownership after reserving a permanent public 
easement for a trail; 5.92 acres in 12 scat-
tered locations on Smuggler Mountain that 
abut or are near lands now owned by the 
county; a 40-acre tract of BLM land along the 
Crystal River, which will be subject to a per-
manent conservation easement limiting future 
use to recreational, fish and wildlife, and open 
space purposes. 

The bill requires standard appraisals of all 
properties involved. If the lands going to the 
county are worth less than what the county is 
giving to the federal government, the county 
will waive additional payment. On the other 
hand, if the lands provided by the county are 
worth less than those the county is to receive, 
the county will either pay cash to equalize or 
will convey an additional tract (160 acres in 
the Sellers’ Meadow area near Hagerman 
Pass) to make up the difference. 

The bill is fair, balanced, and not controver-
sial. A similar measure (S. 100) has been in-
troduced by Colorado’s senior Senator, WAYNE 
ALLARD, with the cosponsorship of Senator 
KEN SALAZAR. 

For the information of our colleagues, here 
is a summary of the legislation and a list of 
groups that have expressed their support for 
its enactment. 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED PITKIN COUNTY (RYAN 

PROPERTY) LAND EXCHANGE 
UNITED STATES GETS 

35 acre Ryan Property in the White River 
National Forest near Ashcroft and Aspen, 
Colorado. Forest Service acquisition of prop-
erty will complete the Ashcroft Preservation 
Project, which was initiated by the Forest 
Service in 1980 to consolidate National For-
est land ownership in and around the his-
toric Ashcroft Townsite. The Ryan Property 
and surrounding lands are: (1) an extremely 
popular sightseeing and recreation destina-
tion; (2) heavily used for nordic skiing on 
public and private trails associated with the 
Ashcroft touring center; (3) abut the popular 
Cathedral Lake Trail and Trailhead; and (4) 
contain historic structures associated with 
the World War II 10th Mountain Division. 

18.2 acre Grand Turk and Pontiac patented 
mining claims on Smuggler Mountain di-
rectly above Aspen. Smuggler Mountain is a 
heavily used recreational area where the 
Forest Service is trying to consolidate its 
ownership, where feasible. 

PITKIN COUNTY GETS 
5.5 acre ‘‘Wildwood’’ parcel south of Aspen, 

which will re-conveyed by the County into 
private ownership. Conveyance will be sub-
ject to a permanent public easement for the 
East of Aspen Trail. 

5.92 acres in 12 scattered mining claim 
remnants on Smuggler Mountain. The 12 par-
cels (ranging from 1.5 to 0.02 acres in size) 
abut or are near existing County owned 
lands. 

40 acre BLM parcel (Parcel 79) along the 
Crystal River near Carbondale, Colorado. 
Pitkin County must grant BLM a permanent 
conservation easement on the parcel for con-
tinued public access, and limiting future use 
to recreational, fish and wildlife and open 
space purposes only. Easement requirement 
will not reduce parcel’s exchange value. 

ADDITIONAL EXCHANGE PROVISIONS 
Exchange values will be deemed equal if 

Forest Service appraiser determines approxi-
mate equal value. If the appraiser deter-
mines value is owed by Pitkin County, the 
County will additionally convey to the For-
est Service the 160 acre Sellar Park property, 
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a Forest inholding currently owned and man-
aged by Pitkin County as open space. 

Endorsements: As of September 7, 2004 pro-
posed the exchange has been endorsed by: 
Aspen Valley Land Trust; Aspen Historical 
Society; Ashcroft Ski Touring; The Con-
servation Fund; Crystal River Caucus; 
Friends of Ashcroft; Wilderness Workshop; 
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies; 
Aspen Skiing Company; Board of County 
Commissioners, Pitkin County; City of 
Aspen; Crystal Valley Environmental Pro-
tection Assn.; Roaring Fork Conservancy; 
Crystal-Maroon Caucus. 
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HONORNG THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
UNITED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT BOARD MEMBER FRAN-
CISCO GONZALEZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the important contribution of United 
Independent School District Board Member 
Francisco Gonzalez in Laredo, TX in my Con-
gressional District. 

Francisco ‘‘Pancho’’ Gonzalez works for 
Webb County as the Center Director for the 
Larga Vista Community Center. Besides over-
seeing the center’s operations, a large part of 
Gonzalez’s job consists of meeting with the 
people in the community he serves and help-
ing them solve a variety of problems. Gon-
zalez regularly intervenes on behalf of families 
having difficulties paying their utility bills, or 
buying food for their families. He is a man who 
goes out of his way to help others. 

Gonzalez says, being on the United ISD 
Board gives him the chance to help the district 
move in a positive direction. Gonzalez likens 
the Board to an eight member team that must 
work together to realize its full potential. He 
also realizes that not all ideas come from the 
top. Gonzalez likes to listen to people’s con-
cerns and ideas. ‘‘I’m open minded to sugges-
tions. I don’t mind giving credit where credit is 
due.’’ 

Gonzalez, a Laredo native, earned a Bach-
elor in Business Administration degree from 
Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas. 
Despite his early business training, Gonzalez 
says he has always been attracted to social 
work. ‘‘I’m going on 20 years in the social 
services field,’’ Gonzalez said. 

He has worked for the Housing Authority of 
Laredo as a Drug Elimination Program coordi-
nator. In that position, he organized drug pre-
vention workshops and anti-drug activities for 
housing development residents. He has 
helped prisoners get their G.E.D.s when he 
worked with Laredo Junior College while sta-
tioned at the Corrections Corporation of Amer-
ica. As an employee with the Laredo-Webb 
County Health Department, he counseled peo-
ple and referred them to agencies that could 
help them with their transportation and med-
ical needs. Gonzalez has worked for the 
Texas Department of Human Resources, and 
the Texas Employment Commission. He has 
also spent time in the private sector, pur-
chasing materials and parts for his father’s 
auto painting business. 

He says he enjoys doing community service 
work. ‘‘If it’s for a good cause, I’ll do it.’’ He 
was a previous board member with the Gate-

way Community Health Center where he 
served as president of the finance committee. 
He serves as a board member for the Salva-
tion Army and is a court appointed special ad-
vocate-CASA. He has also donated time to 
Cancer Patient Services, United I.S.D.’s anti- 
drug program, and the Bringing Everyone 
Special Together organization. Gonzalez says 
one of the best ways to put his knowledge to 
good use is to help others in need. ‘‘One of 
my goals is to continue helping people. When 
I get tired, I seek guidance from the Lord.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize the contributions of United 
Independent School District Board Member 
Francisco Gonzalez. 
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STANLEY WARREN REMEMBERED 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to mourn 
the loss of a tremendous community leader in 
San Francisco, Mr. Stanley E. Warren. Stan 
Warren sadly lost his battle against a brain 
tumor on January 31, 2005. He led our com-
munity with great distinction as the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the San Francisco Building and 
Construction Trades Council. 

Stan Warren dedicated his professional ca-
reer to helping his fellow workers build a bet-
ter life for themselves, their families, and their 
communities. Born in Fresno, Stan moved to 
the Bay Area where he attended Sequoia High 
School and Canada College in Redwood City. 
At 18, he became an apprentice with the 
Roofers and Waterproofers Union, Local 40, in 
San Francisco and worked his way up to Jour-
neyman. Dedicating his efforts to union affairs, 
Stan was elected business manager for Local 
40 in 1994. In 2000, he was elected Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the San Francisco Building 
and Construction Trades Council with 30 affili-
ated union locals. 

We were all stunned when Stan was diag-
nosed with a life threatening brain tumor a few 
years ago. He fought back valiantly and we 
were encouraged by the improvement he 
showed. Yet, in recent months the struggle 
overcame him. 

Stan was a powerful advocate for labor in 
the Bay Area and worked in Washington as an 
effective voice in support of worker safety, bet-
ter health care, protecting pensions and the 
Davis Bacon Act ensuring prevailing wages in 
federal contracts. 

I have always been proud to represent 
working people in the Bay Area and have 
worked closely with organized labor. My job 
has been made easier because I have had the 
privilege of representing and working with 
dedicated citizens and leaders like Stan War-
ren. 

Many friends and neighbors recently shared 
our loss at a memorial service for Stan in 
Redwood City, CA. Stan’s wife Geri, their 
three sons, Tren, Spencer, and Gage and 
Stan’s parents Troy and Maria Warren proudly 
know him as a wonderful husband, father, and 
son. I was proud to know him as a friend. I ex-
tend to his family and friends our deepest con-
dolences and ask my colleagues to join me in 
this expression of sympathy. 

HONORING DON DEMERS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 3, 2005 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Don DeMers of Fresno, 
California. Mr. DeMers, Fresno County Trans-
portation Authority Executive Director, recently 
lost his battle against cancer. 

Mr. DeMers had a long list of work experi-
ence in various places. Prior to becoming Ad-
ministrator of the Fresno County Transpor-
tation Authority, Don was the Manager of 
Transportation Planning and Implementation in 
Anchorage, Alaska. He served as the Execu-
tive Director of the Bi-State Planning Agency 
in Minnesota, and as a stockbroker for 
Shearson Lehman in Minnesota. Don even 
spent time in Washington, DC, as a law clerk 
to a U.S. Attorney. 

He was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Uni-
versity of North Dakota. Don holds a PhD in 
Political Science, and a Master’s in Political 
Science/Public Administration. After his edu-
cation in North Dakota, he attended George-
town Law School in Washington, DC and the 
New York Institute of Finance in New York. 

Mr. DeMers is survived by his wife, Debo-
rah; sons Robert and wife Dawn, and Tony 
and wife Teena; daughters Barbarah and hus-
band Michael Livorsi and Tressa and Crystal 
DeMers; his ‘‘pride and joys,’’ eight grand-
children, Nicholas, Alexas, Brogen, Tyler, 
Lauren, Destany, Kaitlyn and one on the way; 
and his brothers Jim, Denny and Mike. 

Don had a zest for life and a smile and 
sense of humor that made everybody laugh. 
He liked skiing, dancing, reading and biking, 
but most of all, golf with Deborah. All who 
knew and loved him will miss Don greatly. 
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RECOGNIZING 150 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE BY ST. VINCENT MERCY 
MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 3, 2005 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize an historic anniversary in my district 
in Northern Ohio. St. Vincent Mercy Medical 
Center celebrates 150 years of service. On 
Wednesday, February 23, 2005, the hospital 
will mark this sesquicentennial with a dedica-
tion and blessing of its Historic Donor Wall 
and Marguerite d’Youville Sanctuary. 

In 1737 Marguerite d’Youville and three 
friends dedicated their lives to serving the 
poor. They established a Hospital General, a 
hostel for the destitute. Because the hospital 
only admitted men at first, Marguerite took 
poor women into her home. In 1747, Mar-
guerite and her companions took over the ad-
ministration of the Hospital General, restored 
the buildings and provided a combination vet-
eran’s hospital, nursing home, orphanage, 
mental asylum, VD clinic, reformatory for pros-
titutes, and overflow ward in case of 
epidemics. The religious order Marguerite thus 
established was the Grey Nuns. Their succes-
sors continue her work. 

In 1855 four courageous and idealistic Grey 
Nuns took their lead from their foundress and 
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