March 2, 2005

State First Team offensive guard), Kevin
Takala, Calix Sholander, Gary Willman, Rob
Boussum, Eric Lato, Dustin Skibo, Mark Har-
rison (All-U.P. First Team lineman), Josh
Bicigo, Brian Fabbri, Jody Gillespie, Nikos
Kosmopoulos, Brad Anderson, Pat Peterson
(All-U.P. First Team tight end), and Josh
Novak.

Head Coach Bill Santilli; Assistant Coaches
Dave Graff, Gerard Valesano, Bill Todish, Jeff
Chernach, and Dan LaPoint; Trainer Mark
Nylund; and Managers Bryant Wheeler, L.J.
Burns, and David Burns.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating the Forest
Park High School football team, their class-
mates, parents, and community on their ex-
ceptional season and in wishing them well
when they take the field again in the fall.

—————

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN MARK
FRANCIS McCORMACK

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
pay tribute to Santa Clara County Fire Captain
Mark Francis McCormack, whose life was
tragically cut short on Sunday, February 13,
2005. Mark was the first firefighter killed in the
line of duty in the 58-year history of the Santa
Clara County Fire Department. Members from
more than 100 fire departments throughout the
State of California gathered at his memorial
service to show support for one of their own.

Mark began his career as a firefighter in
1989. He was serious about his work, and
was constantly working to improve his skills in
order to serve his community better. Mark’s
hard work showed in 2001 when he received
the Award of Valor for his contributions to both
the Santa Clara County Fire Department and
the community. He was a model firefighter, an
enthusiastic team member, and a good friend
to his colleagues.

When Mark wasn't fighting fires, he worked
as a volunteer counselor for the Alisa Ann
Ruch Burn Foundation’s Champ Camp, a
summer camp in the Sierra Nevada for young
burn victims. As a child, Mark was badly
burned on an electric stove and had to under-
go several surgeries to repair the injury. Mark
always found the silver lining in any situation,
and that's exactly what he did with his burn
experience. He used it to help children realize
that they are not alone—to help them realize
their inner beauty. Mark was a favorite around
camp, serving as a role model to many of the
children he met there.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to take this time to
say “thank you” to Mark McCormack for de-
voting his life to helping others, and for his
service in keeping my home district safe. And
my deepest condolences to his wife, Heather,
who wrote to her husband, “You are my life,
my hero, and without you my heart will forever
be broken.” | wish that hearts could be mend-
ed with words, and that | could find those
magical words to say to you. Heather, please
know that my thoughts and prayers are with
you, and that your husband was not only your
hero, but Santa Clara County’s, too.
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IN COMMEMORATION OF COATS,
NORTH CAROLINA

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
in commemoration of Coats, North Carolina.
On March 5, 2005 Coats will celebrate its
100th Birthday. Coats is located in the Eastern
part of my home county, Harnett County in the
2nd Congressional District of North Carolina.
Coat’'s humble beginning is especially per-
sonal to me as my great, great Uncle James
T. Coats bought the first acres of farmland
that would grow to become this warm and
hospitable Southern community.

Coat’s history is rich with individuals like my
uncle, who envisioned a town where future
generations could work, live, and raise their
families in the bright light of America’s prom-
ises. | think of Ed Wiliams and John Talton
who were among the first entrepreneurs to es-
tablish stores in Coats. | think of John McKay
Byrd, a former sheriff of Harnett County, who
contributed greatly to the industrial life of the
community. And | think of the first mayor, J.K.
Stewart who when elected installed the first
electric lights in the town.

Coats has never strived to be an urban hub,
more comfortable with its small town popu-
lation of only 1,900. Yet, its residents are
proud of their community. As a former Harnett
County Commissioner, | have always enjoyed
a special connection to the people of Coats,
NC. It is a place rooted in appreciation for
one’s family, faith, and country. The Town of
Coats and its residents exemplify the com-
mon-sense values of North Carolina that | am
so proud to represent in Congress.

Mr. Speaker in closing | would like to send
my best wishes and gratitude to the people of
Coats, North Carolina in wishing them a Very
Happy Birthday. | know that in the future this
town will continue to be “a good place to live
and make a living.”

CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE TO
NEWBERRY HIGH SCHOOL INDI-
ANS FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the players, coaches, and man-
ager of the 2004 Newberry High School Indi-
ans football team in recognition of their out-
standing season. The 10-3 Indians went to
the Michigan Division 7 Semi-Finals, winning
the school’s first district and regional cham-
pionships along the way.

Newberry is a small, close-knit community in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula that loves its high
school sports. This year, the Indians gave
them a season to remember. In the fifth week
of the season, Newberry faced Munising High
School on the road. After a hard fought game,
the Indians won 21-14, winning in Munising
for the first time in 20 years.

In the last game of the regular season, the
Indians renewed an old rivalry with Sault
Sainte Marie High School. It had been several
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years since Newberry and the Soo played for
the “Little Brown Jug” but the Indians rolled to
a 20-0 victory, reclaiming the Jug.

During the playoffs, Newberry defeated In-
land Lakes 44-0 and Manistique 20-8 to win
the school’s first district title. In the regional
finals against McBain, the team was down
going into the 4th quarter. But Newberry stuck
it out, scoring with just over 7 minutes to go
and hanging on for their first regional title.
Though they were defeated in the State semi-
finals, it was by Unionville-Sebewaing, the
eventual Division 7 State champions.

In short Mr. Speaker, the Newberry Indians
had their finest season in memory, and this
was in large part due to the outstanding lead-
ership of the squad’s seniors. All year long,
they kept the team energized and confident.
The Indians always took the field believing
they were going to win, have fun and work
hard for four quarters.

Quarterback David Carmody, was a particu-
larly strong leader among those graduating
seniors. This young remarkable young man
brought a unique perspective to the pressures
ofthe game: he is a leukemia survivor. Diag-
nosed in 1996, a 9-year-old David had to face
being sidelined from school and sports. After
4 years of treatments, David has been in re-
mission since 2000. His coaches described
him as an incredibly calm leader who never let
anything on the field phase him. In fact, he
often calmed them down during tense mo-
ments. In addition to helping lead the
Newberry Indians to their best season ever,
David was named to the All-Conference 1st
Team as both quarterback and defensive
back.

But while David’s story is extraordinary,
each and every member of this team deserves
to be recognized for their hard work this year,
and | would like to take a moment to share
their names with my colleagues.

Team members: Derek Taylor, Andrew
Schultz, Luke Shilling, David Carmody (All
Conference 1st Team quarterback and defen-
sive back), D.J. Bouchard, Dan Schummer
(All-Conference 1st Team receiver and 2nd
Team defensive back), Mike Houghton, Tony
Perry, Stuart Papist, Mark Brooks, Corey Nich-
olson, Jake Pann (All-Conference 2nd Team
running back), Jeremy Maeder, Zac Sarelle,
Chuck Masterson, Nick Christiansen (All-Con-
ference 1st Team linebacker), Zach Clickner,
Avery Allison, Jonathon Bontrager, Kyle Ery,
Caleb Flory, Mat Conway, David Burke, Ryan
Bolda, Alex Herbst, Travis Stokes (All-Con-
ference 1st Team lineman), Dustin Zitnik,
Adam Holcomb, Kyle Bryers, Brian Morrison,
John Pope, Matt Payment (Detroit Free Press
All-State Team, Conference Defensive Player
of the Year, All-Conference 1st Team lineman
and defensive lineman), Justin Neff (All-Con-
ference 2nd Team defensive lineman), Bran-
don Wheeler, Jay Thompson, Mark Doke, and
Nathan Hines.

Head Coach Brandon Bruce; Assistant
Coaches Bruce Dake, Jeff Puckett, Cliff
Fossitt Jr., Fred Bryant, Larry White, Bob
Cameron, and Randy Fretz; and Manager
Derek Dake.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating the
Newberry High School Indians football team,
their classmates, parents, and community on
their outstanding season and in wishing them
well when they take the field again in the fall.
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ACKNOWLEDGE AND HONOR THE
DOCTORS, NURSES AND STAFF
OF ST. MARY MERCY HOSPITAL

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge and honor the doctors, nurses
and staff of St. Mary Mercy Hospital, as they
celebrate in receiving the 2005 HealthGrades
Distinguished Hospital Award for Clinical Ex-
cellence.

In receiving the award, St. Mary Mercy Hos-
pital was ranked in the top 5 percent in the
Nation for overall clinical excellence. The hos-
pital also received the Health Grades Distin-
guished Hospital Award for Patient Safety,
ranking them in the top 2 percent in the Nation
for patient safety outcomes.

| am proud to report that the awards place
St. Mary Mercy Hospital as 1 of 30 hospitals
in the Nation to receive both designations
within the same year. It is a testament to the
dedication, devotion, and determination of the
men and women who daily provide a high
quality of care to patients.

Mr. Speaker, the heritage of the Felician
Sisters is the foundation for St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, which for the past 45 years, has
been a premier provider of healthcare in our
community. Founded by Blessed Mary Angela,
whose care for the poor and homeless in War-
saw, Poland gave birth to the Felician con-
gregation, the Felician Sisters were dedicated
to a ministry of healing and service, based on
Mary Angela’s mission of “responding to the
needs of the times.”

In the spirit of Mary Angela and the Felician
Sisters | stand today to commend and applaud
the great doctors, nurses and staff of St. Mary
Mercy Hospital for their national recognition
and accomplishments. More importantly |
praise these angels of medicine for upholding
the oath of Hippocrates by “maintaining the ut-
most respect for every human life.”

REPEAL DON'T ASK DON'T TELL

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | come to the floor
to call attention to important legislation that
has been introduced today, The Military Read-
iness Enhancement Act. | am an original co-
sponsor of this legislation which would replace
“Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” with a non-discrimina-
tion policy for all military personnel.

A decade ago, “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” was
enacted as a compromise to allow lesbian,
gay and bisexual military personnel to serve
honorably in the military as long as they didn’t
disclose their sexual orientation. It was a bad
policy then and it's a bad policy now. It has re-
sulted in the discharge of more than 10,000
dedicated and trained military personnel mere-
ly on the basis of their sexual orientation.

There are two issues this bill is address-
ing—military readiness and civil justice.

Military readiness is being compromised by
discharging critically needed military linguists
to fight the Global War on Terrorism. Shortly
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after September 11, 2001, we can vividly re-
member the frantic search for linguists, par-
ticularly Arabic and Farsi speakers. But be-
cause of “Don’t Ask Don'’t Tell,” the Depart-
ment of Defense has discharged 20 Arabic lin-
guists and 6 Farsi linguists for no other reason
than their sexual orientation. No one can dis-
pute that these linguists, who attended the De-
fense Language Institute located in my con-
gressional district, are mission essential to the
Global War on Terrorism. If we didn’t think so
before, surely we can agree now that lan-
guage capability and proficiency is just as
much of a weapon system as guns and bul-
lets.

Repealing “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” is just as
much a civil justice issue. It has created a
separate class of people who are discrimi-
nated against based solely on their sexual ori-
entation. Sixty years ago our military was at
the forefront of the civil rights struggle by ac-
cepting African Americans as soldiers, sailors
and airmen. The Military Readiness Enhance-
ment Act will extend a non-discrimination pol-
icy for sexual orientation much as it did in
adopting a color-blind non-discrimination pol-
icy. Ending racism in the military, which pro-
duced military leaders like Colin Powell, the
former Joint Chiefs of Staff and Secretary of
State, was an advancement of civil rights for
all Americans.

The Constitution guarantees equal protec-
tion under the law for all citizens. Just be-
cause you decide to honorably serve your
country by joining the military, doesn’t mean
you should have to forfeit the right to equal
protection under the law.

—————

THE 1995 BEIJING PLATFORM OF
ACTION CONTAINS NO RIGHT TO
ABORTION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, it
is absolutely clear that the “Programme of Ac-
tion” produced by both the 1994 Cairo Popu-
lation Conference and the 1995 Beijing Wom-
en’s Conference did not create, adopt, en-
dorse, or promote a right to abortion.

| know. | was there in an official capacity at
both conferences. The outcomes of both were
a remarkable victory for the pro-life move-
ment—those of us who recognize that all
human life is sacred and that both legal and
illegal abortion is violence against children and
the exploitation of women. It was a victory for
vulnerable unborn children who would be
killed by dismemberment and chemical poi-
soning and for women who deserve better
than the cruelty of abortion.

The outcome was a stunning defeat for the
Clinton Administration, which sought to impose
an international right to abortion on the entire
world.

So why is the Bush Administration seeking
to reaffirm that the Beijing consensus did not
include a right to abortion? Because clarity,
transparency and truthfulness is needed at
this time to dispel a pernicious myth—the big
lie—promoted by some that these U.N. docu-
ments now endorse abortion. Nothing, Mr.
Speaker, could be further from the truth.

Over the past 10 years, pro-abortionists
have sought to convey the impression that
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both Cairo and Beijing—by supporting repro-
ductive health, for example—includes the
slaughter of unborn children by abortion.

Instead of focusing on women’s economic
and political empowerment, an end to all
forms and manifestations of discrimination,
and an end to violence against women, some
have sought to distort the Cairo and Beijing
consensus to include the killing of girls and
boys by abortion.

Yesterday | chaired a hearing on the horrific
behavior of U.N. Peacekeepers in the Congo
who have raped and sexually exploited girls
and young women. As the prime sponsor of
the “Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000” | take a backseat to no one in pro-
moting women’s human rights. Recent scan-
dals, like the Congo or the oil for food scan-
dal, begs the question of honesty and trans-
parency at the U.N.

Despite having no mandate to promote
abortion, the U.N. Compliance Committee for
the Convention on All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) has recently scold-
ed Mexico, Colombia, Chile, Peru, Zimbabwe,
Myanmar, Luxembourg, Ireland, Italy, Croatia,
Uruguay, Portugal, Nepal, Northern Ireland,
Lichtenstein, Paraguay, and Samoa for their
laws and policies on abortion.

In addition, at the end of 2004, the U.N.
Human Rights Committee issued a report that
absolutely overstepped its bounds and told
Poland to repeal their pro-life laws. The report
stated, “The State party should liberalize its
legislation and practice on abortion.” For a
U.N. committee that purported to respect fun-
damental human rights to condemn Poland—
and others—for protecting their unborn babies
is scandalous. Unborn children deserve re-
spect in law and in practice—these littlest of
humans deserve to have their basic human
rights protected.

A Center for Reproductive Rights internal
document talks about reinterpreting terms and
phrases in international declarations, like the
Cairo and Beijing documents, to promote
abortion and limit parental rights throughout
the world. | posted in the December 8, 2003
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the Center for Repro-
ductive Rights internal documents where one
of their trustees said, “We have to fight hard-
er, be a little dirtier.” These papers reveal a
Trojan Horse of deceit. In their own words,
these documents demonstrate how abortion
promotion groups are pushing abortion here
and abroad, not by direct argument, but by
twisting words and definitions. In discussing
legal strategies to legalize abortion internation-
ally they go as far as to say, “. . . there is a
stealth quality to the work: we are achieving
incremental recognition of values without a
huge amount of scrutiny from the opposition.
These lower profile victories will gradually put
us in a strong position to assert a broad con-
sensus around our assertions.” The abortion
lobby admits they are using deceptive tactics
to push abortion on countries that have laws
protecting unborn boys and girls.

All the United States wants to do at this
conference is to be truthful, nonambiguous
and accurate about what the Beijing Pro-
gramme of Action actually says about abortion
and get on with the real work of helping
women throughout the world.
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