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physicians and dentists currently practicing in 
the United States graduated from Meharry 
Medical College. A significant number of these 
graduates practice medicine in under-served 
rural and inner-city communities. Meharry’s 
student population is over 70 percent African 
American. 

In harmony with the goals of HBCU’s, Ten-
nessee State University began offering two- 
year degrees to African American students in 
1912. In 1922 it became a four-year teachers 
college and in 1958 was elevated to a full- 
fledged land-grant university by the Ten-
nessee State Board of Education. Tennessee 
State University has been consistently named 
in the U.S. News & World Reports Guide to 
America’s Best Colleges. The University con-
tinues serving a diverse group of students 
under the motto . . . ‘‘enter to learn, go forth 
to serve.’’ Its African American population is 
78 percent. 

In addition to these HBCU’s, I would also 
like to recognize the American Baptist College 
of Nashville, formerly known as the American 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Along with Fisk 
University, this seminary was a site of the civil 
rights movement and graduated our esteemed 
colleague, Congressman JOHN LEWIS, who 
was one of the nation’s key leaders in the civil 
rights struggle and is now referred to as the 
conscience of the U.S. Congress. 

In honor of Black History Month and on be-
half of the Fifth Congressional District of Ten-
nessee, I congratulate Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities for their continued serv-
ice in providing excellence in education not 
only to African Americans, but all races and 
ethnic groups that pursue higher learning. I 
also salute the American Baptist College and 
the many other institutions of higher education 
that continue to bring forth the best and bright-
est. 
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IN HONOR OF THE LATE DR. 
RUSSELL KING HELTSLEY 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 17, 2005 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the late Dr. Russell King Heltsley of 
Hopkinsville, KY, for his contributions to his 
community, church and family. Dr. Heltsley 
passed away on December 13, 2004. Dr. 
Heltsley was a founder of the Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky Crime Stoppers, a member of the 
Lions Club and served on the board of direc-
tors for the Christian County Health Depart-
ment. Dr. Heltsley was born on January 26, 
1933. He was the son of the late King and 
Nola Withers Heltsley. 

Dr. Heltsley served Hopkinsville as an op-
tometrist for more than 40 years. He success-
fully owned and operated Heltsley Eye Care. 
In addition, Dr. Heltsley served his country in 
the United States Army as a First Lieutenant. 

Dr. Russell Heltsley was a loving husband, 
father and grandfather. He was known for his 
dedication to his family. 

I appreciate this opportunity to add his eu-
logy to the Congressional RECORD of the 
109th Congress. 

FOR EVERY REMEMBRANCE OF RUSSELL 
PHILIPPIANS 4: 8–9; PHILIPPIANS 1:3–5 

DECEMBER 16, 2004. 
Fredrick Buechner, preacher and writer, 

wrote a book back in 1984 entitled, A Room 

Called Remember. In Chapter 1, last page, he 
makes an insightful statement. ‘‘Remember 
him who himself remembers us as he prom-
ised to remember the thief who died beside 
him. To have faith is to remember and wait, 
and to wait in hope is to have what we hope 
for already begin to come true in us through 
our hoping.’’ 

We are coming up on the 4th Sunday in Ad-
vent, 2004. It is the season for remembering 
and hoping. It is a time of remembering and 
waiting. It is a season of hope. 

In the Epistle lessons from Philippians just 
read, the missionary apostle says to his fel-
low Christians: ‘‘I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you all, making my prayer 
with joy, thankful for your partnership in 
the gospel . . .’’ 

As members of the community of faith, 
each of us has our own remembrances of Dr. 
Russell Heltsley. 

Helen, you will remember the time you had 
Russell over to your parents’ home when you 
were dating. Thinking you had prepared the 
delicious meal, seeing only your mother in 
the kitchen upon his arrival, gave him a lot 
of concern. Later, he admitted to you, ‘‘It 
bothered me a lot.’’ 

You will remember Russell coming home 
from the hospital following your surgery, 
and eating the food you cooked before enter-
ing the hospital, and hearing him tell me he 
was cooking for you. I thought that sounded 
strange and you confirmed later that all 
Russell was doing was warming up the food 
you had cooked. 

John and Russ, you will always remember 
your dad telling you boys, ‘‘Always do what’s 
right, whether or not it is popular.’’ May his 
tribe increase. Russ and John, you will long 
remember how proud he was of his family. 
The entire family will remember his greatest 
disappointment in life was not living to see 
his grandchildren grow up. You who are 
members of the Lions Club will remember 
Helen coming to help clean up because her 
husband couldn’t do his part by helping with 
the cooking. 

Members of the Kentucky Optometry Asso-
ciation will remember Russell, who held 
every position in the Association, as the one 
who always watched the ‘‘purse strings’’. 
Why am I not surprised? 

All of Russell’s friends will remember, for 
whatever reason, he seldom ate out. Conserv-
ative? Yes! 

I will remember Russell as a devoted mem-
ber of First United Methodist Church where 
I served twice as one of his pastors. He was 
so predictable, even in his seating patterns. 
Confirmed in 1947 by Dr. A. C. Johnson, he 
remained faithful to his confirmation vows 
for the rest of his life. 

Grandchildren, you will remember him as a 
controlling grandparent who loved you very 
much. Russell had a good sense of humor. 
After fitting me with my first pair of glasses 
in the late 1970’s, he reminded me that First 
Methodist folk would now think they have 
‘‘an old preacher’’. We will remember his 
love for the farm and his dogged support of 
the Kentucky Wildcats. 

In these verses from Philippians 1 and 4, 
Paul, the Missionary Apostle, is speaking to 
the Philippian congregation. In the first pas-
sage, he says to his fellow Christians: ‘‘I 
thank my God in all y remembrance of you 
all, making my prayer with joy, thankful for 
your sharing in the gospel . . .’’ Memory is a 
gracious gift from God Almighty. We don’t 
know when our memory will be taken from 
us and we will be poor indeed. I well remem-
ber those early days of my ministry at Hop-
kinsville First Church, and his family mem-
bers are part of that memory bank. 

Today, we can say Russell has ‘‘fought a 
good fight, has finished his course, and has 
kept the faith.’’ In Philippians 4: 8–9, Paul 

admonishes his friends in the church to a life 
of piety. These six qualities of a committed 
life were the qualities of Russell’s life: 

Whatever is true: Little did I know in 1977, 
when I became Russell’s pastor, I would be 
entertaining an angel unawares. He taught 
that young minister, through his dedicated 
life to Christ, how to act conscientiously, by 
the standards of truth based on Holy Writ. 
Russell’s convictions were based on what he 
believed the truth to be. The truth was never 
negotiable. He lived the lesson of truth! Yes, 
he did! 

Whatever is honorable: Russell was truly a 
gentleman. A Christian gentleman. An hon-
orable gentleman. The Interpreter’s Bible re-
minds us that the Greek word literally 
translated, reads: ‘‘worthy of reverence’’. 
Very fitting, huh? His code of ethics was 
based on the Ten Commandments and the 
Beatitudes. He didn’t have a copy of either 
posted on his front lawn. Didn’t need to! 

Whatever is just: Russell lived out the doc-
trine of justice. I his daily life, and in all his 
social contacts, he was a fair and just gen-
tleman. He always played by the rules of 
fairness, compassion and justice. 

Whatever is pure: A good translation of 
these words is this: ‘‘Purify yourself of all 
mean spirits.’’ Russell didn’t have a mean 
bone in his body. No he didn’t! Stubborn, but 
not mean! You know something? He never, 
not one time, told me ‘‘Howard, I have puri-
fied myself of all mean spirits.’’ He just 
quietly went about the business of living a 
good life. 

Whatever is lovely: Again, the Interpreter’s 
Bible says the original meaning was, ‘‘What-
ever is worthy of love.’’ (Agape). Russell had 
a love relationship with all of us, which was 
directly related to his love for our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Now, separated by almost 30 
years from the time I first met Russell, that 
memory is just as vivid as ever. He loved the 
Lord. He loved his brothers and sisters in 
Christ. He loved his family! 

Whatever is gracious: The King James 
Version translates the statement this way: 
‘‘Whatever thing are of good report.’’ I like 
that. Don’t you? Russell blessed me with his 
positive and loving spirit. He was truly gra-
cious, always of a good report. That’s Rus-
sell. Always spoken well of. Always held in 
honor. The time I have left in this world, I 
sincerely want to put these qualities to work 
in my life. Things I have observed in Russell. 

Following Russell’s death, ‘‘Rock-a-Bye 
Baby’’ was being played on the hospital 
intercom in celebration of the birth of a 
baby. Russell would have liked that. 

CONCLUSION 
Thank God of every remembrance of this 

wonderful servant of Christ. J.B.F. Wright 
wrote the words of an old Gospel song which 
is part of my yesterdays of faith. Verse one 
is my favorite: 

‘‘Precious memories, unseen angels, 
Sent from somewhere to my soul: 
How they linger, ever near me, 
And the sacred past un-fold.’’ 

Kipling’s beautiful poem says it all: 
WHEN EARTH’S LAST PICTURE IS PAINTED 

RUDYARD KIPLING (1982) 

When Earth’s last picture is painted and the 
tubes are twisted and dried, 

When the oldest colours have faded, and the 
youngest critic has died, 

We shall rest, and, faith, we shall need it—lie 
down for an eon or two, 

Till the Master of All Good Workmen shall 
put us to work anew! 

And those that were good shall be happy: 
they shall sit in a golden chair; 

They shall splash at a ten-league canvas 
with brushes of comets’ hair; 

They shall find real saints to draw from— 
Magdalene, Peter, and Paul; 
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They shall work for an age at a sitting and 

never be tired at all! 

And only the Master shall praise us, and only 
the Master shall blame; 

And no one shall work for money, and no one 
shall work for fame, 

But each for the joy of the working, and 
each, in his separate star, 

Shall draw the Thing as he sees It for the 
God of Things as They Are! 
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652ND ENGINEER COMPANY FAM-
ILY READINESS AWARD WINNER 
FOR 2004 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 17, 2005 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate and honor the friends & family of the 
brave men and women of the 652nd Engineer 
Company. Their duty and sacrifice are appre-
ciated by all Americans, and it is right that we 
pay recognition to them today for receiving the 
Department of Defense Reserve Family Read-
iness Award for 2004. This award is being 
presented to recognize the top unit from each 
Reserve component that demonstrated out-
standing family readiness while maintaining 
superior mission readiness. This award is a 
great honor and our nation congratulates you. 

New challenges facing our nation demand 
increased vigilance on the part of our armed 
services. With these increased demands, the 
role of the National Guard and reserve forces 
is critical in providing the total force necessary 
to ensure our nation’s security. Over the past 
year, I have had the opportunity to meet with 
many National Guard and reserve members 
from western Wisconsin who have been called 
to service in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

Over 2,200 members of the Wisconsin Air 
and Army National Guard are serving on ac-
tive duty. The people of western Wisconsin 
are proud of their service and the service of all 
the men and women of our armed forces dur-
ing this important time in our nation’s history. 

In the past two years, I have visited Iraq 
twice and have seen first hand what a fan-
tastic job our soldiers are doing to give the 
people of Iraq hope for a better future. Al-
though the road ahead will be tough, I know 
the efforts of the 652nd contributed greatly to 
our ongoing mission in Iraq. 

In addition, over the past two years, I have 
had the opportunity to meet with many Na-
tional Guard and Reserve members and fami-
lies from western Wisconsin who have been 
called up in support of operations Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in Iraq. I had the special privilege of 
attending one of the 652nd Engineer Com-
pany’s family support meetings. I know from 
first hand experience the quality of this family 
support group. I would like to especially recog-
nize Cheryl Iverson, the family support coordi-
nator for the 652nd. I know her hard work and 
sacrifices are greatly appreciated by the fami-
lies and members of the 652nd. 

The American people and the Congress of 
the United States stand behind our armed 
service members and their families. As our 
military operations continue, I, and other mem-
bers of Congress, will continue to work to en-

sure that our service men and women have all 
the resources necessary to do their job safely 
and effectively. 

The efforts of our service people do not 
come without sacrifice. A member of the 
652nd, Private First Class Bert E. Hoyer, 23, 
of Ellsworth, died on March 10, 2004, in 
Baqubah, Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. He paid the ultimate price to en-
hance our security and protect our liberties; he 
also gave the people of Iraq the greatest gift 
of all: their freedom. I want to extend my 
heartfelt sympathies to his family and friends. 
Young leaders like this exemplify all that is 
good and decent about America. 

Once again I would like to congratulate the 
families and friends of the 652nd on this pres-
tigious award. America is firmly behind our 
troops, and we’re all hoping to see them home 
safe, secure, and soon. 

May God bless our troops and their families 
during these deployments, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, 
OHIO 

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 17, 2005 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
today to salute Champaign County, Ohio, in 
my congressional district, which is celebrating 
its bicentennial on March 1. Champaign Coun-
ty is an area rich in history and tradition that 
prides itself as a fine place to work, live and 
raise a family. 

Champaign County takes its name from a 
French word describing its flat surface. It be-
came the 18th of Ohio’s 88 counties on March 
1, 1805. The area was first inhabited by the 
North American Indian mound builders and 
became the hunting grounds of the Shawnee 
tribe. As the State of Ohio grew, Champaign 
County also grew in business and agriculture. 
Of particular note was the great success of 
the railway industry. 

During the Civil War, this small county sent 
3,235 men to fight for the Union Army. A me-
morial, the Man on the Monument, stands in 
the town square of Urbana to remember the 
ultimate sacrifice made by 578 soldiers from 
Champaign County. 

Champaign County has continued to thrive 
with successful businesses, industry and agri-
culture for 200 years. It boasts five school sys-
tems and one accredited university in the 
county seat of Urbana. Urbana University, 
founded in 1850, has 24 majors for students 
and houses the largest collection of Johnny 
Appleseed memorabilia and information known 
to exist. Today, 36,000 people live and work 
in the county’s city, towns and villages. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate 
Champaign County on this momentous occa-
sion. I know my colleagues will join me in hon-
oring the county’s success over the past 200 
years. 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF GEORGE HODDY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 17, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 100th birthday of 
Mr. George Hoddy and to pay tribute to his 
lifetime of achievements and service to the 
city of Owosso and people of the State of 
Michigan. On March 7, 2005, Mr. Hoddy will 
be celebrating his 100th birthday and de-
serves recognition for his lifetime of service to 
his community. 

Born in Columbus, Ohio in 1905 and edu-
cated at the Ohio State University, George 
Hoddy came to Michigan armed with a Mas-
ters degree in electrical engineering to work 
for Charles Kettering. In 1942, after several 
roles as a research engineer for various elec-
tric companies, George Hoddy started the Uni-
versal Electric Company in Owosso, Michigan. 
Owosso has been forever touched by the 
roots Mr. Hoddy has put down there, his leg-
acy of community involvement will not be for-
gotten by the people who call it home. 

In the last 60 years, Mr. Hoddy has served 
on the Board of Directors for over twenty com-
munity organizations in the city of Owosso in-
cluding an eighteen year tenure on the 
Owosso Public School Board and fifty years of 
service and support of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Mr. Hoddy has served as the Direc-
tor of the Michigan United Way, President of 
the Shiawasee county United Way. Has been 
a member of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, the National Association of Manu-
factures and Owosso Rotary Club. Mr. Hoddy 
has also served as the Chairman of the Board 
of Regents for Baker College and continues to 
serve as a Regent today. 

Mr. Speaker, George Hoddy is responsible 
for enriching the Owosso community and has 
been instrumental in the industrial and eco-
nomic development of Owosso, Michigan. He 
is an inspiration to all those who have the op-
portunity to meet him. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the lifetime of achieve-
ments of George Hoddy and to wish him all 
the very best as he celebrates his 100th birth-
day. 
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FREEDOM FOR CLARO SÁNCHEZ 
ALTARRIBA 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 17, 2005 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Claro 
Sánchez Altarriba, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. 

Mr. Sánchez Altarriba is a member of the 
Movement of Cuban Young People for De-
mocracy. He knows with certainty that Cuba 
needs to be liberated from the nightmare that 
is the Castro regime. Through peaceful activ-
ity, Mr. Sánchez Altarriba has been a coura-
geous voice against the totalitarian regime and 
their continued acts of tyranny and terrorism. 

According to Amnesty International, Mr. 
Sánchez Altarriba has suffered harassment for 
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