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RECOGNITION OF MR. KEVIN F.
KAST OF ST. CHARLES, MISSOURI

HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Kevin F. Kast, an exceptional leader
from my district in St. Charles, Missouri. Kevin
recently announced his retirement as Presi-
dent of three major health facilities—SSM St.
Joseph Health Center, SSM Joseph Hospital
West and SSM Joseph Medical Park in St.
Charles County.

| have known Kevin for many years, and |
want to take this opportunity to acknowledge
and praise him for his years of service, not
only to SSM St. Joseph, but also to the St.
Charles community at large. Kevin is a vision-
ary and a compassionate, energetic, and in-
spiring leader.

Under Kevin's leadership, SSM St. Joseph
has earned a variety of local, state and na-
tional honors. It is the first recipient of the
MissouriPRO Quality Award, and twice has
been named by Solucient as one of the 100
Top Hospitals™ in the country. SSM St. Jo-
seph is a member of SSM Health Care, the
first health care winner of the Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Award.

Kevin has been active in St. Charles County
and our larger region with memberships in
many civic, professional and volunteer organi-
zations, and has an impressive list of personal
accomplishments.

Again, | am pleased to be able to honor
Kevin Kast today. He is a shining example of
the great leadership we have in Missouri and
| know all of my colleagues join me in wishing
him the very best as he begins the next chap-
ter in his life and career.

———

HONORING MICHAEL R. BLAKEY,
LAKE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Mike Blakey, Lake
County Victim Witness Administrator, who is
being honored on the occasion of his retire-
ment. He has been an exceptional public serv-
ant throughout his long and prestigious career.

Since November 1984, when Mike Blakey
started the Victim-Witness Division, he has
planned and organized the activities of that di-
vision to improve the safety of Lake County
residents. Mike was instrumental in preparing
the original grant application for the Victim-
Witness Program and over the years he has
actively expanded and enhanced assistance
programs for victims of crime. Due to his ef-
forts, Lake County has enjoyed one of the top
programs in the State of California.

Over the years, Mike has received numer-
ous letters of recognition from local and state
agencies acknowledging his accomplishments
in protecting and enhancing the rights of vic-
tims of crime. In early 2000, Mike and his of-
fice were formally commended by a federal
auditor as the Best Rural Counties Program in
the Nation for compliance with the Violence
Against Women Act.
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For the past 20 years, Mike has been a
leader in California’s victim’s rights and advo-
cacy movement. He provided leadership for
California as President of the California Victim-
Witness Coordination Council, as Chairman of
California’s Victim-Witness Rural Coalition, as
President of Lake County’s Service Coordi-
nating Council, as Chairman of the Lake
County Crime Victims for Court Reform Com-
mittee, and as Treasurer of Lake County’s
AWARE program. In addition, he worked with
the National Organization for Victim Assist-
ance, Governor's Training Conference on
Crime Victims, and AGAPE Shelter for Bat-
tered Women and Children.

Mike’s personal dedication, vision, leader-
ship abilities, and commitment have given vic-
tims of crime the resources and protection
they need.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Mike Blakey for his commit-
ment and dedication to his profession and for
his service to the people of California.

————

BLACK HISTORY TRIBUTE TO
TIMAKA JONES AND LAWRENCE
BROWDER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize Ms. Timaka Jones
and Mr. Lawrence Browder of Humphreys
County in the State of Mississippi. Ms. Jones
and Mr. Browder are unique in that they are
one of the few father and daughter duos,
elected officials in the State of Mississippi. Be-
fore Jones began her political career, she as-
sisted her father in becoming the first African
American elected to the Office of Chancery
Clerk in Humphreys County. Prior to Mr.
Browder being elected Chancery Clerk, he
was the first African-American Alderman in the
City of Belzoni, where he served for 9 years.

As the daughter of a political father, Ms.
Jones was influenced to spread her wings.
After being requisitioned by former-Supervisor
Arvell Bullock, she announced her candidacy
for Justice Court Judge. In 1999, she won this
office, being the first and youngest African-
American Justice Court Judge in Humphreys
County. In 2003 she fulfilled her ambition to
become the first female African American Cir-
cuit Clerk.
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Ms. Timaka Jones and Mr. Lawrence
Browder have both been influential in helping
others who have decided to run for political of-
fice in Humphreys County.

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to these outstanding African Americans
of the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserve mention, not only in the month of
February but year round.

————

HONORING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF
MRS. GEORGIA VICKERY

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to honor Mrs. Georgia Vickery on
the occasion of her 90th birthday on March 1.
Mrs. Vickery was born in Edgewood, Texas to
Thomas and Willie Ann Vickery. In February of
1946, she and her husband, Marion Pugh,
opened up Pugh Hardware and Furniture in
downtown Grand Saline, Texas. From 1970 to
1982 Mrs. Vickery managed this store while
her husband served as Grand Saline’s City
Manager.

A mother to three children, Mrs. Vickery was
also very active in the community, serving as
a Sunday school teacher, a member of the
United Methodist Women’s organization, and a
member of her Church Council. Today, at
ninety years old, Georgia Vickery continues to
work for Pugh Hardware by preparing and
sending out its monthly statements. She also
exercises five days a week, keeps an eye on
her farm, and continues her work at the Meth-
odist church.

As a mother, a wife, a devout churchgoer,
a small businesswoman, and a community
leader, Mrs. Georgia Vickery’s life has em-
bodied the values of family, faith, and hard
work that lie at the core of American society.
As her representative in Congress, it is my
distinct pleasure to honor her today on the
floor of the United States House of Represent-
atives.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF THE RESTORE
SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY TO FED-
ERAL RESEARCH AND POLICY-
MAKING ACT OF 2005

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, today, Rep-
resentative WAXMAN and | are introducing a
bill to protect the integrity of science con-
ducted and utilized by the federal government:
The Restore Scientific Integrity to Federal Re-
search and Policymaking Act of 2005.

The Restore Scientific Integrity to Federal
Research and Policymaking Act makes it ille-
gal for any federal official to tamper with re-
search findings, censor findings of research or
to disseminate findings known to be false or
misleading. It extends whistleblower protec-
tions to federal scientists who disclose inci-
dents of political interference with science.

The Restore Scientific Integrity to Federal
Research and Policymaking Act codifies the
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recommendations made by the Government
Accountability Office in their April 2004 report
to Representative JOHNSON and Representa-
tive BAIRD. These provisions will improve the
process for evaluating appointees to federal
scientific advisory committees and make the
advisory committee appointment and delibera-
tion process more transparent to the public.

We need this legislation. The Administration
has turned a deaf ear on the science commu-
nity’s call to restore scientific integrity in pol-
icymaking, including the voices of 48 Nobel
Laureates, 62 National Medal of Science re-
cipients, and 135 members of the National
Academy of Sciences. While it is true that no
Administration has been immune from the
temptation to politicize science or has failed to
succumb on occasion to this illness, the
chronic condition displayed by this Administra-
tion requires strong medicine.

Two years ago, the Administration sug-
gested that the incidents raised by the press,
by Representative WAXMAN’s Government Re-
form Committee staff report, and in the Feb-
ruary 2004 report by the Union of Concerned
Scientists were a series of misunderstandings
or a partisan effort to defame the Bush Admin-
istration’s science policies.

However, reports of the manipulation of
science and information by the Administration
have continued unabated. The diversity of
complaints and their sources is unprece-
dented. Incidents have been reported by the
non-governmental science community, former
appointees of both Republican and Demo-
cratic administrations, Inspectors General of
federal agencies, and career federal scientists.

Just this past week, two additional incidents
have emerged. EPA’s Inspector General
issued a report indicating the Agency’s senior
management instructed EPA staff to produce
a standard to fit a pre-determined national
emission limit for mercury from power plants.
And a survey of federal scientists at the Fish
and Wildlife Service released by the Union of
Concerned Scientists and Public Employees
for Environmental Responsibility indicates a
serious morale problem and a disturbing pat-
tern of suppression and manipulation of sci-
entific results by political appointees at the
Agency.

Federal scientists should be free to conduct
their research without fear of political censor-
ship. Federal scientists should be active par-
ticipants in the larger scientific community.
Scientific progress occurs when we foster the
open exchange of ideas and information. We
must maintain a culture of openness and free-
dom of inquiry if we are to maintain the pre-
eminent status of this nation in the world sci-
entific community, develop new technologies,
and to safeguard our environment and public
health.

It is common in Washington to talk about
the importance of basing government policy
on reliable scientific and technical information
and analyses. We can only accomplish that if
politics does not unduly influence the objec-
tivity and independence of our nation’s sci-
entific enterprise. The Restore Scientific Integ-
rity to Federal Research and Policymaking Act
of 2005 will ensure that scientific integrity re-
mains the hallmark of all science conducted in
this nation. | urge all my colleagues to join
Representative WAXMAN and me in support of
this legislation.
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EXPRESSING SADNESS UPON THE
PASSING OF JUDGE HENRY
LATIMER

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express great sadness about the
tragic death of my good friend, former
Broward Circuit Court Judge Henry Latimer.

Known by his friends as ‘Lat’, Henry Latimer
was an extraordinary gentleman who achieved
great success as a teacher, lawyer, judge, and
trial attorney. Growing up in Jacksonville’s
projects, he attended segregated schools and
was initially unable to supplement scholarship
offers he had received from colleges around
the country. Instead, he chose to serve in the
U.S. Marines for 3 years and went on to teach
economics and history at Dillard High School
in Fort Lauderdale.

From humble beginnings, Judge Latimer
proved himself to be a hard-working and
scholarly professional. He received a bach-
elors degree at Florida A&M University, a
master's degree from Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity, was employed by the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment, and in 1970, enrolled as the only Black
law student at the University of Miami.

In 1979, Judge Latimer was appointed to
the Broward Circuit Court, only the third Afri-
can-American to do so, and was soon after
rated the “most qualified” judge in the Circuit.
Twice nominated for a federal judgeship, Lat
stepped down from the bench to work for a
large firm and established the Laura Latimer
Free Legal Clinic in memory of his late sister.

Most recently, Henry Latimer was a trial at-
torney and shareholder in the law firm of
Greenberg Traurig. There he had become
very involved in cases of civil rights, wrongful
discharge, sexual harassment, age discrimina-
tion and legal malpractice. In all these areas,
judges and lawyers alike have relied on him
for his legal expertise and professionalism.

Many, as | did, also relied on him as a men-
tor and a friend. Judge Latimer and | became
close personal friends while serving on the
bench and he has been an invaluable source
of support. He has made a profound contribu-
tion to the legal community as exemplified by
his impressive achievements. | will greatly
miss his wise counsel, compassion and un-
wavering personal support during the good
times and the bad. As a friend, the loss is sim-
ply immeasurable.

Listing his many achievements does little to
encompass Henry Latimer's exceptional life.
He succeeded in the face of adversity through
sheer determination, hard work and a faith in
the law. This country has lost a great man in
Judge Latimer, and he will be sorely missed
by all.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by again ex-
pressing my great sadness. On behalf of the
House of Representatives, | offer my deepest
sympathies to Judge Latimer’s family, his wife
Mildred, and his two daughters.
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BLACK HISTORY TRIBUTE TO
MILDRED J. CAIN BURKS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize Mrs. Mildred J.
Cain Burks, of Carroll County, Mississippi.
Though small of stature, Burks was very pow-
erful in her speech and way of life. Ms. Burks
founded the Senior Citizens Lunch Program
and the Boys and Girls Club in Carroll County.
In addition, Ms. Burks, along with her hus-
band, Winston Burks, started the Burks No.
506 Order of the Eastern Star.

Ms. Burks was a member of the NAACP for
many years and very active during the civil
rights movement of the 1960s. Ms. Burks was
a very humble and dedicated woman with a
purpose. She worked tirelessly for the better-
ment of her community especially with the
younger generation.

It is with this vision that she purchased
property for the children in the community to
use as a park for them to play. Although she
had no children, she felt she was blessed to
have so many children in the community that
were just like her own. Despite chronic health
problems, she never gave up in trying to make
a difference in the community. One of her last
quotes was, “I am not as fast as | used to be,
but I'll do what I call. | have no regrets of what
I've done in my life or how | used my time.”

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.

——

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 838—THE
HOPE AT HOME ACT

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is clear that
the role of the National Guard and Reserve in
our military forces has changed. The days of
these forces simply providing replacement
manpower for active duty personnel in the
event of a conflict are no more. Since Sep-
tember 11, 2001 more than 400,000 members
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