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decorated veteran, Chester Devenow received 
a degree in political science from New York 
University and attended Harvard Law School. 

President Theodore Roosevelt noted ‘‘We 
demand that big business give the people a 
square deal; in return we must insist that 
when anyone engaged in big business hon-
estly endeavors to do right he shall himself be 
given a square deal.’’ Chester Devenow 
earned this distinction among the industry’s ti-
tans. 

We offer our sympathy to Maudette, loving 
wife of 27 years; his brother Leonard; sons 
Mark and Jeffrey; daughter Susie; stepchildren 
William and Abigail Schachner; his six grand-
children; and his numerous friends. May they 
find some small peace as Chester Devenow 
joins his daughter Sara and the Creator of us 
all. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ROBERT THOMAS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great 
pleasure today to honor Mr. Robert Thomas, 
the City of Sacramento’s City Manager, who is 
retiring this week from a distinguished career 
of public service. As his friends, family and co-
workers all gather to celebrate his career, I 
ask all my colleagues to join me in honoring 
one of Sacramento’s finest citizens. 

Mr. Thomas began his career in Sac-
ramento with the North Highlands Recreation 
and Park District and later worked with the 
County of Sacramento, Southgate Recreation 
and Park District and City of Santa Cruz. At 
each step of his career Bob eagerly took on 
increased responsibilities for the recreational 
facilities that make Sacramento and California 
such a wonderful place to live. 

In 1981, he returned to Sacramento as the 
Director of Parks and Community Services. 
For ten years Bob headed the department, 
managing over 600 employees and hundreds 
of volunteers. Under his direction the depart-
ment increased revenue, grant funding and 
accomplished many important projects, includ-
ing an expansion of the Crocker Art Museum. 

Recognizing his management abilities, Bob 
was appointed Deputy City Manager in 1991, 
and he served in that position until being 
named Sacramento County’s Executive in 
1996. While with the County, he implemented 
the Board of Supervisors’ policies and was ul-
timately responsible for managing over ten 
thousand employees and an annual budget of 
1.4 billion dollars. Among the long list of 
achievements with the County, he was able to 
effectively reorganize the Economic Develop-
ment Program and helped implement reuse 
plans at McClellan and Mather Air Force 
Bases, both of which were shut down. 

From 1999 until the present day, the people 
of Sacramento have been incredibly fortunate 
to have Mr. Thomas serve as Sacramento’s 
City Manager. He has been an effective lead-
er, working with the City Council on many 
issues of great importance. These include 
flood control projects, major transportation up-
grades across the city and managing the de-
velopment of many new neighborhoods. In 
recognition of his superb work, Mr. Thomas 
was named Public Administrator of the Year in 

2005 by the American Society for Public Ad-
ministration. 

Bob was also an active member of the Cali-
fornia National Guard 175th Medical Brigade 
until his retirement from the Guard this year. 
Given his extensive background in municipal 
government, work with the California National 
Guard and decades spent living in Sac-
ramento, I was always confident that Sac-
ramento was being taken care of with Bob 
Thomas at the helm, as was my late husband 
Congressman Robert Matsui. 

Whether it has been with the California Na-
tional Guard, County of Sacramento, or with 
the City of Sacramento, Bob Thomas has left 
a legacy of successful public management 
and service that will be hard to match. On be-
half of the people of Sacramento and the Fifth 
Congressional District of California, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in thanking Bob 
Thomas for his public service and to wish him 
a healthy and happy retirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO JACK WILSON 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Jack Wilson, a prominent real estate 
developer, who helped the Tampa Bay area 
evolve into the vibrant, bustling community it is 
today. 

Born in Royston, Georgia, Jack earned his 
bachelor’s degree from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and his master’s degree from Har-
vard Business School. He came to Tampa in 
the 1970’s as Florida president of the Land-
marks Group, but soon he was developing im-
portant projects through his own company, the 
Wilson Co. 

Jack rapidly put his mark on Tampa. The 
cofounder and first president of the Westshore 
Alliance, Jack helped turn this area around 
and make Westshore a hub of business activ-
ity. Jack also worked on revitalizing Tampa’s 
downtown, renovating the Franklin Exchange 
and a number of office towers. Thousands of 
Tampa Bay residents have come to know 
Jack’s projects—whether they work in Bayport 
Plaza or Cypress Center, have visited the 
Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay, or reside in one of 
the thousands of affordable rental housing 
units that Jack built. 

Tampa’s sports fans owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to Jack as well. He supervised the 
construction of the New York Yankees Leg-
ends Field, helped secure public funding for 
Raymond James Stadium and headed up the 
task force that brought Super Bowl XXXV to 
Tampa. 

But Jack was always focused on more than 
just building his business. He also cared deep-
ly about building up his community, and it 
showed in the quality of his work, the foresight 
in his development plans and the attention he 
paid to the impact of his projects on the envi-
ronment. In fact, Jack was the first developer 
to receive an award from the Tampa Audubon 
Society. 

Jack served Tampa’s business community 
as well, working as chairman of the Greater 
Tampa Chamber of Commerce and the 
Tampa Bay Partnership and volunteering his 
time for a long list of other business and chari-

table organizations. In 2001, he was inducted 
into the Tampa Bay Business Hall of Fame. 

Those who had the privilege of getting to 
know Jack will remember his generosity, his 
Southern charm, his thoughtfulness and his 
constant willingness to help others. There is 
no doubt about it—Jack had an enormous 
amount of class. On behalf of the residents of 
Tampa Bay, I would like to extend my deepest 
sympathies to Jack’s family. His legacy will 
live on not only in the structures he built but 
in the community he improved. 

f 

CFTC REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
2005 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press concerns with Title II of H.R. 4473, 
which reauthorizes the Commodity Exchange 
Act (CEA). When the CEA was previously re-
authorized in 2000, changes were made that 
brought much needed legal clarity to over-the- 
counter derivatives and foreign currency mar-
kets. In the same legislation, the regulatory 
structure of U.S. futures exchanges was en-
hanced, providing a more flexible approach to 
the oversight of complex financial instruments. 
Together, these two developments provided a 
structure that has promoted the depth and 
breadth of U.S. capital markets throughout the 
world. Such vibrancy of U.S. capital markets is 
critical to creating new jobs, building wealth, 
and attracting investment. 

While the reauthorization of the CEA is es-
sential to the efficient functioning of our Na-
tion’s capital markets, I am concerned that title 
II of H.R. 4473—while well intentioned—may 
disrupt the balance created through the reau-
thorization of the CEA in 2000. Title II of H.R. 
4473 provides the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) with expansive new pow-
ers that may be interpreted as applying the 
CEA to over-the-counter natural gas contracts. 
Doing so may jeopardize the legal certainty of 
certain natural gas contracts, potentially un-
dermining the efficiency and robustness of the 
very markets that proponents of Title II are 
seeking to promote. The Federal Reserve and 
the Department of Treasury have raised simi-
lar concerns about this legislation. 

In addition, other concerns have been ex-
pressed about H.R. 4473. Section 201 pro-
vides the CFTC with new market surveillance 
powers, which require the CFTC to investigate 
any highly unusual price changes in futures 
contracts for natural gas. Such new powers 
may not be the most appropriate policy re-
sponse to address widely fluctuating natural 
gas prices. The Federal Reserve has noted 
that wide swings in natural gas prices are not 
a result of weak regulation, but rather due to 
supply and demand imbalances related to in-
sufficient infrastructure necessary to produce 
and transport the underlying commodity. Fur-
ther, section 202 imposes new position report-
ing standards on holders of natural gas futures 
or options contracts, requiring that records of 
such contracts be maintained for five years 
and provided to the CFTC as their request. 
These new requirements are not without 
costs, which could be significant and may be 
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passed on to homeowners and businesses. As 
a result, this provision could have the unin-
tended affect of increasing costs on energy 
consumers. 

By potentially expanding CFTC authority be-
yond that established in the 2000, serious 
questions have been raised about CEA’s 
scope and construction and the potential im-
pact these new changes may have on energy 
consumers, investors, and industry partici-
pants. As this legislation heads to conference, 
I urge my colleagues to thoroughly discuss 
and address these issues and concerns so 
that we can be confident that our Nation’s 
capital markets remain strong and vibrant. 
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TRIBUTE TO SCOTT TUCKER 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we rise today 
to honor Scott Tucker, of Petaluma, California. 
On January 1, 2006, Scott will officially retire 
after 13 years as the San Francisco District 
Manager, and 38 years with the United States 
Postal Service. He is the longest serving post-
al service executive at any major metropolitan 
area in consecutive years. 

Mr. Tucker’s career with the United States 
Postal Service began in 1968 in Hanford, Cali-
fornia as a letter carrier. He held a succession 
of managerial positions in postal operations, 
until in September 1992, he was appointed to 
his current position as the San Francisco Dis-
trict Manager. 

As the District Manager, Scott is responsible 
on a daily basis for the delivery of approxi-
mately 10 million pieces of mail to 3 million 
customers throughout northwest California that 
ranges from Sunnyvale in the south to the Or-
egon Border in the north. He supervises a 
workforce of 10,400 mail carriers, mail han-
dlers, mail clerks, postmasters, and operations 
managers. In the North Bay we have grown to 
approximately 3,000 employees spread 
throughout 205 postal facilities under Scott’s 
leadership. 

The San Francisco postal district has for 
nine consecutive quarters, under Scott’s lead-
ership, received the ‘‘Order of Yellow Jersey’’ 
award for excellence in customer satisfaction 
and commitment to professionalism. The dis-
trict has been repeatedly recognized by IBM’s 
Business Consulting Services Unit, as one of 
the best on-time mail services for any metro-
politan area in the Nation. 

In the past 13 years, Scott has helped in-
crease awareness of multicultural groups with-
in the district. Under his leadership, numerous 
diversity leadership advisory councils were es-
tablished including the Women’s Council, Afri-
can American Council, Asian American/Pacific 
Island Council, and the Hispanic Council. The 
Bay Area Federal Executive Board recognized 
his efforts and presented him with a diversity 
leadership achievement award. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that 
we honor Scott Tucker today for the years he 
has dedicated to consistently improving upon 
how we all receive our mail. The San Fran-
cisco District of the United States Postal Serv-
ice employees and customers will greatly miss 
him. He has left some very big shoes to fill. 

TRIBUTE TO FRANKLIN REGIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL PANTHERS FOOT-
BALL TEAM 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Franklin 
Regional High School Panthers Football team 
for winning the Western Pennsylvanian Inter-
scholastic Athletic League (WPIAL) 2005 AAA 
Championship. 

The Panthers have had an excellent season 
with a record of 14 wins. The team, under the 
leadership of head coach Greg Botta, have 
worked incredibly hard in the season, and off 
season, to earn the title of WPIAL. 

The Panthers travel to Central Pennsylvania 
on December 9, 2005 to battle the Pottsville 
Area High School Tide for the AAA State 
Champion title. The game will take place at 
Hershey Park Stadium at 7 pm. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the Franklin Regional High School Var-
sity Football team. It is an honor to represent 
the Fourth Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania and a pleasure to salute the determined 
scholar-athletes, like the Panthers, and their 
dedicated coaching staff. 
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PATRIOT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. POMBO. Madam Speaker, yesterday 
the House passed the conference report to 
H.R. 3199, reauthorizing the Patriot Act. While 
much has already been said about the na-
tional security aspects of this report, I would 
like to commend my colleagues for including 
the Combat Meth Act in the report. The meth 
epidemic is sweeping the nation, and has be-
come a major law enforcement problem in 
California’s 11th District. 

All the law enforcement officers I meet with 
tell me that meth is the number one problem 
they face today. From manufacturers to deal-
ers, and the attendant social crimes they cre-
ate, meth is devastating communities across 
the country. Methamphetamine production and 
distribution leads to murders, assaults and 
property crimes. Additionally, there is an asso-
ciated increase in domestic abuse, prostitu-
tion, child abuse and neglect, and homeless-
ness. The provisions included in H.R. 3199 
are a positive development in the fight against 
this scourge. 

H.R. 3199 will repeal the so-called ‘‘blister 
pack exemption,’’ which currently allows the 
sale of unlimited quantities of pseudo-
ephedrine. Pseudoephedrine and other major 
precursor chemicals in meth production will 
now be classified as ‘‘Schedule Listed Chemi-
cals’’ with a daily purchase limit of 3.6 grams. 
These drugs will now be kept in locked cabi-
nets or behind the counter at drug stores and 
other retailers. These measures will help re-
duce the manufacture of meth in the United 
States. 

As meth is an international problem, the bill 
contains provisions for international moni-
toring, and funding for cooperative efforts with 
Mexico, a source of much of the meth in Cali-
fornia. It also strengthens federal penalties 
against meth smugglers and traffickers. 

Finally, there is language to clarify that em-
ployers registered under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act may ask prospective employees 
about prior drug convictions, as a safeguard to 
ensure that people with access to controlled 
substances do not pose risks to the public 
welfare. This clarification is necessary to stop 
the diversion of drugs from pharmacies for ille-
gal purposes. Currently, in many states, em-
ployers are not allowed to ask this critical 
question. 

Madam Speaker, as a member of the Meth-
amphetamine Caucus, I applaud the passage 
of this important language. While we still have 
a long way to go in the war on meth, this is 
certainly a step in the right direction. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. MEL KING 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Robert ‘‘Sonny’’ Smith who was re-
cently inducted into the Babe Ruth Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Babe Ruth Baseball was started 
as a ‘‘grass roots’’ movement in the small, 
rural communities of Colorado. The town of 
Las Animas is no exception, and like most 
towns, the Babe Ruth program has flourished 
because of the efforts and actions of volun-
teers like Sonny who stepped up to the plate 
to serve others. 

Sonny’s involvement with Babe Ruth began 
around 1982. He was the District 2 Commis-
sioner for 10 years and then became the As-
sistant State Commissioner for the 15 year-old 
Babe Ruth program. He has held that position 
from 1992 to the present time. 

Sonny has not just been active in Babe 
Ruth in his community, but in other endeavors 
as well. He was the Las Animas Ball Associa-
tion Vice President from 1978–1980. He 
served as a Las Animas City Councilman from 
1982–1986 and was the chairman for the 
Parks and Swimming Pool committees. Sonny 
was a member of the Las Animas School 
Board from 1996–2000. He has been a mem-
ber of the Bent County Recreation Committee 
from 1978 to the present time. He served on 
the St. Mary’s Catholic Church Council from 
1988–1992, and he has served as a football, 
baseball, softball, and basketball official from 
1978 to the present time. 

One of Sonny’s most notable achievements 
was his work on the Ad Hoc Committee for 
building the new baseball field in Las Animas 
from 1998–2004. This field has hosted many 
area tournaments, as well as the local Babe 
Ruth League games. 

Where does this man get the energy to ac-
complish these feats? I believe it comes from 
a strong desire to see the young people in his 
community and around the state have an op-
portunity to participate and excel in the great 
game of baseball. 

Sonny has been a very valuable member of 
the Colorado Babe Ruth League, Inc. man-
agement team. His good-natured attitude and 
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