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society.” These isolation laws, dating back to
1865, were not abolished until 1969.

Although the World Health Organization still
documents over a million registered cases of
Hansen’s disease worldwide, today it is con-
sidered one of the least contagious of all com-
municable diseases due to established and
successful drug treatments. In Hawaii, those
needing medical treatment outside of
Kalaupapa are able to go to the Hale Mohalu
wing of Leahi Hospital in Honolulu.

However, that is now, and the history of
Kalaupapa is otherwise. Between 1866 and
1896, the first 5,000 individuals were forcibly
relocated to Kalaupapa, most of whom lived at
Kalawao. The second wave of patients (ap-
proximately 3,000) occurred after 1896 until
1969, when most of the community lived on
the Kalaupapa side of the peninsula. Most of
these unfortunate fellow citizens died on the
peninsula; while many of their final resting
places are known and remembered, many are
not.

It is right and appropriate that these many
lives be remembered, both individually and
collectively, within the boundaries of the world
to which they were condemned for Ilife,
through maintenance of the park itself, the his-
tory of the settlement, and an appropriate me-
morial. Ka Ohana O Kaluapapa, a non-profit
organization consisting of patient residents at
Kalaupapa National Historical Park and their
family members and friends, was established
in August 2003 for just this purpose: to pro-
mote the value and dignity of the 8,000+ indi-
viduals (at least 90 percent of who were Na-
tive Hawaiian) who were forcibly relocated to
the Kalaupapa Peninsula.

Since its establishment, Ka Ohana O
Kalaupapa has sought to honor and perpet-
uate the memory of these 8,000+ individuals
through the establishment of a memorial at a
suitable location or locations at Kalawao or
Kalaupapa within the boundaries of Kalaupapa
National Historical Park. | fully support its ef-
forts, which have broad-based support from
the Kalaupapa Advisory Council and the com-
munity.

The national and international significance
of Kalaupapa is the rich and tragic history of
the lives and memories of those individuals
who were forcibly relocated to the Kalaupapa
Peninsula between 1866 and 1969. It is fitting
and appropriate that our nation, through the
National Park Service, ensure that they are
never forgotten through the establishment of a
memorial.

| therefore believe that the establishment of
a memorial is consistent with the basis for the
park’s establishment. It is timely. And it will
enhance the purpose of the park, which is to
“preserve and interpret the Kalaupapa settle-
ment for the education and inspiration of
present and future generations.”

| look forward to working with my House col-
leagues, particularly members of the House
Resources Committee, the National Park
Service, and the Hawaii congressional delega-
tion, in passing this legislation.
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TRAIL RESPONSIBILITY AND AC-
COUNTABILITY FOR THE LANDS
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of this bill, and congratulate my Col-
orado colleague, Mr. TANCREDO, for his leader-
ship in introducing it.

| joined as a cosponsor of this bill because
| also want to improve the ability of the land-
managing agencies to adequately enforce the
rules that apply to uses of the federal lands.

That is why in the 108th Congress | intro-
duced a related bill—the Responsible Off-road
Vehicle Enforcement and Response Act, or
“ROVER.” That bill was narrow, dealing only
with enforcement of the regulations for use of
vehicles on National Forest lands and public
lands managed by BLM. This bill goes much
further. In addition to the forests and BLM
lands, it also applies to lands managed by the
National Park Service and the refuges man-
aged by the Fish and Wildlife Service. And it
addresses the enforcement of all regulations,
not just those related to use of vehicles.

Last year, Mr. TANCREDO and | worked with
Chairman PomBO, Ranking Member RAHALL,
and other Members of the Resources Com-
mittee, to develop the broader measure.

That bill passed the House, but the Senate
did not complete action on it. So, Representa-
tive TANCREDO and | joined in reintroducing it
as H.R. 975, the bill now before the House.

| urge its approval, because legislation for
better and more consistent enforcement of
regulations is needed. However, we need to
recognize that it is only one part of a bigger
picture.

Even more than new legislation, it seems to
me, the land-managing agencies need more
resources—more money and more people—if
we want them to do a better job.

That was why | introduced a related bill—
H.R. 599—which the Resources Committee
has also reported. It would allow the agencies
to use money from fines to help pay for some
of the restoration work caused by violations of
regulations, as well as for offsetting the admin-
istrative costs involved in enforcement of
those regulations.

This is something that | think should be ad-
dressed in the future, and | will seek to work
with other Members to do that. Today, how-
ever, we can take an important step forward
by passing this bill, and | urge the House to
approve it.

———

HONORING THE WORK OF EASTER
SEALS OF SOUTHERN NEVADA

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 14, 2005

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
applaud the extraordinary efforts of Easter
Seals in Southern Nevada. Their numerous
programs provide the kind of community-
based relief for individuals with disabilities and
their families.
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Unfortunately, one of these most valuable
programs is facing significant financial hard-
ship. This particular program has provided
after school activities for children with disabil-
ities from the age of 6 to 18 for the past 15
years. Without the help of business leaders
and private individuals in the community,
these children and their families will lose this
most important resource. As a whole, Easter
Seals is Nevada’s largest community-based
organization serving over 2,000 persons with
disabilities and their families each year. Their
efforts on behalf of individuals with disabilities
bring greater self-sufficiency and most impor-
tantly greater dignity. We must work to ensure
that these resources continue to be available
in the community.

Mr. Speaker, | hope to bring to the attention
of my colleagues the wonderful services that
Easter Seals of Southern Nevada provides to
the most vulnerable in our society. The needs
of this single program highlight how we, as
Members of Congress, must continue all of
our efforts to strengthen the resources avail-
able to the neediest in our communities.

Easter Seals of Southern Nevada rep-
resents the ideal of a community-based care
provider for disabled children. Without the
generosity of all the individuals who make this
dream a reality, these most valuable re-
sources would fail to exist. | am confident that,
during this holiday season, the businesses
and individuals of Nevada will show their sup-
port for this important program and continue to
demonstrate the generosity of my home com-
munity.

—————

THE SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL ON-
SITE STORAGE SECURITY ACT
OF 2005

HON. JIM MATHESON

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 14, 2005

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, Nevada
Senators HARRY REID and JOHN ENSIGN intro-
duced federal legislation today to mandate
that nuclear waste be stored on-site at nuclear
power plant sites. I'm proud to join my col-
league from Nevada, SHELLEY BERKLEY, in in-
troducing legislation in the House to mandate
that nuclear waste be stored on-site.

The West—whether it is Utah’s Skull Valley
or Nevada’s Yucca Mountain—should not be
the de facto dumping ground for nuclear
waste. Storing nuclear waste on site is the
safest, most reasonable and most effective
way of allowing nuclear power plants to con-
tinue operating while we search for an appro-
priate long-term storage solution.

The Utah and Nevada delegations are
united on this—JiM GIBBONS and JON PORTER
from Nevada, and CHRIS CANNON and RoB
BisHOP from my home state of Utah have
joined in this fight on the House side and our
senators, BoB BENNETT and ORRIN HATCH are
cosponsors of the Senate bill.

Under the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of
1982, the federal government has so far only
focused on the flawed Yucca Mountain pro-
posal for a central repository for spent nuclear
fuel rods. Given the wealth of concerns about
incomplete scientific evidence and falsified
documentation stemming from the Yucca pro-
posal and the clear gaps in transportation se-
curity for waste sent to the West, on-site stor-
age is a much better solution.
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Dry cask storage—the method proposed by
a private entity that wants to store waste on
the Skull Valley site in Utah—is currently
being used at 33 nuclear power plants around
the country. As approved by the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission, dry cask containers can
safely store waste for at least 100 years. We
should not subject citizens to the dangers
posed by transporting it through their commu-
nities when it can remain where it is.

The Spent Nuclear Fuel On-Site Storage
Security Act of 2005 would require commercial
nuclear utilities to transfer nuclear waste from
spent nuclear fuel pools into dry storage
casks. For spent fuel currently in pools, a con-
tractor licensed to handle spent nuclear fuel
would have up to 6 years, to allow sufficient
time for cooling and construction, to transfer
spent nuclear fuel from pools into dry casks.
Any new spent nuclear fuel produced after en-
actment, also has no more than 6 years to
cool, before being transferred into dry casks.
Such continuous transfer would mean that the
pools are never at capacity, leaving less waste
exposed and making the site safer. This bill
would also require the Department of Energy
to take title of all spent nuclear fuel currently
in on-site dry cask storage and would even
compensate the utility companies for ex-
penses associated with transferring and stor-
ing the waste.

This means that DOE will be responsible for
possession, stewardship, maintenance, and
monitoring of the spent nuclear fuel on-site,
which is entirely appropriate. DOE was sup-
posed to begin taking title to spent nuclear
fuel in 1998, but because of the myriad of
technical, scientific, legal and political prob-
lems surrounding the proposed Yucca Moun-
tain nuclear waste repository, this has not
happened. Taking title to spent nuclear fuel
fulfills the federal government’s obligation and
commitment to retake control over nuclear ma-
terials. | thank my colleagues for their support
of this legislation.

————

NATIONAL CAREGIVER MONTH

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 14, 2005

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer congratulations and thank yous to the
many grandparents and other relatives in Cali-
fornia and across the Nation who are pro-
viding loving homes to some of our most frag-
ile citizens. Children who may have suffered
from neglect or abuse through the death of a
parent, military deployment, poverty or other
causes can be raised in warm, stable homes
through subsidized guardianship programs.

Dedicated relatives who step forward to
offer such care—sometimes at considerable
personal sacrifice—guarantee these children
the safe and nurturing upbringing that will en-
able them to be tomorrow’s leaders. Today
there are more than 6 million children living in
relative-headed households, and | am proud to
honor their service during National Caregiver
Month and throughout the rest of the year.
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H. RES. 438 (ON UNFAIR AND DIS-
CRIMINATORY RESOLUTIONS
AGAINST ISRAEL IN THE UNITED
NATIONS)

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 14, 2005

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to support
this very important bipartisan resolution calling
on member states of the United Nations to
stop unfairly criticizing Israel and to promote a
more balanced approach to the challenges in
the Middle East.

In June of this year, the House overwhelm-
ingly adopted a resolution condemning anti-se-
mitic statements made at U.N. meetings and
by U.N. member states. It was proper and ap-
propriate that we publicly and vocally con-
demn some of the outrageous statements
made by U.N. officials and member states.

However, there also is a more subtle form
of anti-semitism that has been taking place at
the United Nations for far too long—the alarm-
ing rate at which the U.N. General Assembly
has considered and adopted anti-Israel resolu-
tions.

As noted in the text of Mr. Rothman’s meas-
ure, 21 of the 71 resolutions adopted by roll-
call votes during the 59th session of the Gen-
eral Assembly dealt with Israel, and in recent
years, the General Assembly and Security
Council have introduced and approved hun-
dreds of measures and resolutions that un-
fairly criticize and condemn lIsrael.

At a time when the international community
is confronted with crises such as the ongoing
terror campaign being waged by Al Qaeda
against democracies in every corner of the
world, the tragic genocide in Darfur, Sudan,
and the continued spread of HIV/AIDS, TB
and malaria, the U.N. General Assembly has
seen fit to devote nearly a third of its time to
castigating the state of Israel.

These unbalanced and discriminatory anti-
Israel resolutions have been adopted by over-
whelming margins. Meanwhile, there has been
a disturbing lack of condemnation of Pales-
tinian terror attacks against Israel.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to not
only support this resolution, but also to carry
its message to the ambassadors, foreign min-
isters and heads of state with whom they meet
on a daily basis: The mistreatment of Israel at
the hands of the United Nations has not gone
unnoticed, and it is no longer acceptable.

Furthermore, this obsessive and inappro-
priate focus on Israel at the United Nations
only serves to harm that institution’s credibility
and to undermine the U.N.’s ability to serve as
an honest broker in the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict.

————
INTRODUCING THE KENDELL
FREDERICK  CITIZENSHIP AS-

SISTANCE ACT OF 2005
HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 14, 2005

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Kendell Frederick Citizenship
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Assistance Act of 2005, legislation honoring
one of America’s fallen heroes who was killed
by a roadside bomb in Iraq. Army Reserve
Specialist Kendell Frederick’s life may have
been spared had he not made a fateful trip to
provide his fingerprints for his citizenship ap-
plication.

This bill would lessen the burden non-citi-
zens serving in the U.S. military encounter
while attempting to navigate a naturalization
process that is all too often fraught with ineffi-
ciency and indifference.

Amidst car bombs and insurgent attacks,
Specialist Frederick of Randallstown, Mary-
land, had a dual struggle of fighting the enemy
in Irag and the requirements for U.S. citizen-
ship. All the while, his mother endured both
the stress of having a child in a combat zone
and the frustration of trying to assist her son
meet the bureaucratic demands of naturaliza-
tion.

Eventually, only one obstacle remained in
Specialist Frederick’s path-providing the Bu-
reau of Citizenship and Immigration Services
with his fingerprints.

Although the U.S. Military already had a
copy, Specialist Frederick was required to
travel through the battlefields of Iraq in order
to provide a duplicate. Tragically, he did not
survive this final journey and was awarded his
citizenship posthumously.

Last month, Kendell Frederick achieved in
death in a matter of minutes what he had so
long fought to obtain in life, his U.S. citizen-
ship. Tragically, he never enjoyed the privi-
leges of U.S. citizenship—he would never cast
a vote to determine those who govern, nor
would he ever know the comfort of being fully
embraced as an American by the very Nation
he defended to his last breathe.

Fortunately, today we have an opportunity
to honor the ultimate sacrifice of Specialist
Frederick by doing what is right for the ap-
proximately 40,000 non-citizens who are serv-
ing on active duty in the U.S. military, includ-
ing 3,200 brave men and women who are
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.

In 2002, President Bush signed an execu-
tive order that provides immediate eligibility for
naturalization to active-duty members of the
U.S. military during a period of military hos-
tility, bypassing the waiting period that other-
wise would apply to them. This was an impor-
tant step—but we owe our brave soldiers
more.

In clear and plain terms, those who are pre-
pared to sacrifice and die for this country de-
serve a more efficient, common sense natu-
ralization process that bestows to them the
admiration and benefits of American citizen-
ship befitting their service. For these reasons,
Senator BARBARA MIKULSKI and | have spon-
sored the Kendell Frederick Citizenship Assist-
ance Act of 2005.

Our proposed legislation would require that
the Secretary of Homeland Security use the
fingerprints provided by soldiers at the time
they enlist in the Armed Forces to satisfy the
fingerprinting requirements associated with
their applications for citizenship.

New soldiers would be notified in writing
about how to obtain citizenship; and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security would be required
to update the appropriate application, guide-
book, and Web site maintained by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security within 30 days of
a change to law or regulation regarding the
naturalization process.
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