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| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.
—

IN HONOR OF THE MARINE CORPS
JROTC AT EMERSON HIGH SCHOOL

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Marine Corps Junior Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps (JROTC) on its tenth an-
niversary of training at Emerson High School
in New Jersey. The JROTC hosted a dinner
celebrating the event on February 10, 2005.

The JROTC has spent a decade instructing,
guiding, and inspiring students to push them-
selves both physically and mentally. Through-
out their rigorous training, they learn valuable
skills such as discipline, commitment, and per-
severance. The JROTC also instills in the stu-
dents a sense of honor and citizenship. By
participating in the program, students grow in
strength and character and are well-prepared
for a wide range of pursuits after high school.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the JROTC for its years of out-
standing work and positive leadership training
in Emerson, New Jersey.

——————

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO THE
UNITED STATES CODE

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today
| am introducing a bill to make technical cor-
rections to the United States Code. The bill
updates cross references, corrects typo-
graphical errors, and makes stylistic changes
such as conforming the capitalization of cer-
tain words.

The Office of Law Revision Counsel has
prepared the bill and submitted it to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary as a part of the re-
sponsibilities of the Office under section 285b
of Title 2, United States Code that have been
enacted into positive law so that those titles
may be kept current.

Anyone with questions about the bill should
contact Robert Sukol, Assistant Counsel, Of-
fice of the Law Revision Counsel, U.S. House
of Representatives, H2-304 Ford House Of-
fice Building, Washington, DC, 20515-6711.
The telephone number is (202) 226—9060.

—————

TRIBUTE TO R.W. WILLIAM J.
EWING, 32ND WORSHIPFUL MAS-
TER

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it gives me a
great deal of pleasure to recognize Worshipful
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Master R.W. William J. Ewing for his leader-
ship of Jephthah Lodge No. 56 in Montclair,
New Jersey. Under Worshipful Master Ewing’s
leadership, overall membership increased and
acknowledgments of community initiatives im-
proved. His unwavering dedication and pas-
sion have inspired the brothers of Jephthah
Lodge No. 56 to increase their own commit-
ments to do more within their designated com-
munities.

Worshipful Master Ewing performed his du-
ties as caretaker of the East, not only by word,
but more importantly, through his deeds. He
has made in-kind donations by extending the
use of his business office, including his office
manager and staff, consistently throughout his
tenure. He has also made substantial financial
contributions to assist the lodge. These unself-
ish acts have contributed significantly to the
success of the lodge.

In addition to his lodge activities, Worshipful
Master Ewing is a good citizen, a former As-
sistant Prosecutor, an attorney and an excel-
lent role model. He is a dedicated family man,
a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church in
Montclair and a life member of the NAACP. As
a former student, he is also supportive of
keeping the legacy of the Bordentown Board-
ing School alive. Worshipful Master Ewing is
an ardent traveler and is a dedicated annual
Super Bowl participant.

Mr. Speaker, as Jephthah Lodge No. 56
celebrates its annual event on Friday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2005 at the Ridgefield Regency in
Verona, New Jersey, | urge my colleagues
here in the House of Representatives to join
me in honoring Worshipful Master Ewing for
his dedicated service. As he concludes his
term in office, his ongoing commitment to
Jephthah Lodge No. 56, its brothers and
Prince Hall Masonry in general is truly worthy
of recognition and acclaim.

—

SUPPORT OF BURMA’S
DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on February 17,
2005, Burma’s ruling military junta, a regime
that Secretary of State Rice has rightly called
an “outpost of tyranny,” will reconvene a na-
tional convention to draft a new constitution.
Sadly, this convention, which excludes anyone
interested in democracy and freedom of ex-
pression, appears to be yet another attempt to
place a veneer of legitimacy on the dictator-
ship’s rule. General Than Shwe, the recog-
nized leader of Burma’s military and the dicta-
torship, must understand that the international
community and the people of Burma are not
fooled by this latest attempt to establish legit-
imacy.

On February 14th, Burma’'s Committee for
the Restoration of the People’s Parliament
(CRPP), an umbrella organization including
over 200 Members of Parliament elected in
1990, called for all of Burma’s ethnic groups to
boycott the military’s convention. The CRPP
includes Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy
(NLD). The statement by CRPP demonstrates
once again the incredible bravery of the Bur-
mese people in their battle against the ruling
generals.
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Mr. Speaker, it is time for the international
community to face the facts: Than Shwe and
other leading participants of this rogue regime
have shown that they have no desire to seek
political accommodation or peaceful dialogue
with the Burmese people. Their actions show
that they have chosen the path of tyranny and
terror—the impact of this decision will increas-
ingly be felt throughout the region.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) must realize that Burma’s military
junta is an iron anchor wrapped around the
neck of this important organization. The ac-
tions of the military junta are draining eco-
nomic growth from regional states, promoting
the spread of HIV/AIDS throughout Asia, pro-
tecting indicted drug smugglers and flooding
Thailand with methamphetamines and heroin,
that eventually makes its way to the shores of
the U.S. The regime fundamentally promotes
regional instability and obstructs regional
growth.

Recently, the U.S. Federal Court in New
York City indicted eight drug traffickers from
Burma in absentia. According to court docu-
ments, they are leaders of the United Wa
State Army, one of the largest drug producers
and traffickers in the world. This group is re-
sponsible for importing $1 billion worth of her-
oin into the U.S. between 1985 and 2004.
These criminals could not operate without the
active collusion of the ruling generals. More-
over, the legendary drug kingpin known as
Khun Sa, also under indictment in the U.S. on
heroin trafficking charges, is living under the
protection of the dictatorship of Rangoon. On
November 18, 2003, the Department of the
Treasury announced the designation of Burma
and two Burmese banks to be of “primary
money laundering concern” under Section 311
of the USA PATRIOT Act. In addition, The De-
partment of Treasury, acting through the Fi-

nancial  Crimes  Enforcement  Network
(FINCEN), has instituted sanctions against two
Burmese financial institutions, Myanmar

Mayflower Bank and Asia Wealth Bank, due to
money laundering concerns.

ASEAN is serving in a critical role in the re-
covery and rebuilding efforts after the horrible
tsunami that devastated parts of Asia. As a
leader in the international community, ASEAN
must come to understand that the organization
must actively challenge Burma’s military re-
gime to work with Aung San Suu Kyi and the
NLD. It must not be forgotten that the NLD
won over 80 percent of the seats in the 1990
parliamentary election. A stable and demo-
cratic Burma is good for the entire region and
the world. | would like to strongly commend
and welcome the work of the Burma Caucus
members in the Indonesian and Malaysian
parliaments who are pressing for greater in-
volvement by their countries in pressing the
Burmese junta to bring positive change.

ASEAN cannot afford to have its leadership
role sidetracked as it is forced to account for
the acts of terror and oppression a member
nations, Burma’s junta, inflicts on the Burmese
people. Last years Asia-Europe meeting
(ASEM) was delayed for months due to nego-
tiations surrounding the participation of Burma.
ASEAN is heading for another diplomatic fi-
asco as Burma is set to assume the chairman-
ship of ASEAN in 2006. ASEAN must under-
stand that when the group spends more time
addressing the latest crisis created by the
junta, instead of focusing on plans to promote
economic growth, fight the war on terror, and
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develop collective solutions to the region’s so-
cial problems, that is not good for ASEAN or
any of its individual members. ASEAN imme-
diately needs to put significant, meaningful
pressure on the regime. Ejecting Burma’s
junta or at the very least suspending their
membership from ASEAN would be a powerful
statement of ASEAN’s determination to deal
with the problems Burma’s dictatorship cre-
ates.

The United States government and citizens
have long stood side-by-side with Burma’s de-
mocracy movement. | look forward to legisla-
tion that will continue the U.S. economic sanc-
tions imposed on the country in 2003. In addi-
tion to action that we take as a nation, we
must also press the United Nations to do
more. Secretary General Kofi Annan should
use his office to bring the issue of Burma be-
fore the Security Council for immediate action.
Further, the Secretary General should request
a formal investigation to examine evidence of
crimes against humanity by Burmese military
officials and senior regime leaders in order to
hold responsible parties accountable for the
widespread use of rape and ethnic dislocation
as weapons of war.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to working with
my colleagues in the House, the Senate and
the Administration to see that Burma’s military
regime soon joins the Soviet Union,
Ceausescu’s Romania, Milosevic’s Yugoslavia
and other regimes and dictatorships that now
reside in the ashbin of world history.

And, Mr. Speaker, | say to the people of
Burma: You are not forgotten. We stand with
you and will continue to work with you for as
long as it takes to ensure that the people of
your nation are able to live in peace and free-
dom.

VERMONT’S GREAT JAZZ MASTER

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, Vermont's
great jazz saxophonist, Big Joe Burrell, died
on February 2 at the age of 80. He was born
and spent his early years in Port Huron Michi-
gan. The story of his start in music is leg-
endary. Here is how Brent Hallenbeck re-
counted it in the Burlington Free Press:

“As a shy 10-year-old, he approached his
mother’s boss and asked to borrow $5 so he
could buy a saxophone.

‘Saxophone?’ the man asked. ‘What are you
going to do with a saxophone?’

‘'m going to play it little Joe Burrell told
him.” And he did, mastering his instrument in
the next few years. After serving in the U.S.
Army during World War Il, his musical career
took off. At an Akron dance he played the
opening act for a B.B. King performance, and
King thereafter asked Big Joe to play saxo-
phone in his orchestra. He would go on to tour
with King for almost two years before meeting
up with another major figure in American
music, Count Basie.

Basie invited Big Joe to play in his club in
New York, and would become the major musi-
cal influence in Big Joe’s life. “Count Basie
was the predominant influence on me until the
day he died, and still is today,” Burrell said in
2002.
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Ten years of playing in Canada eventually
brought him to Montreal, from where it was an
easy journey to play a date in Burlington,
Vermont. There he discovered his nephew,
Leon Burrell, was a professor of education at
the University of Vermont. The meeting was
doubly fortuitous: Leon invited Big Joe to live
with him, and he made Leon’s home his own
for many years. And Vermont gained its most
well-known, most well-beloved jazz musician.

Big Joe jammed with fellow musician Paul
Asbell, and out of their collaboration was
formed an ensemble called The Unknown
Blues Band. The core of The Unknown Blues
Band included Asbell, Chuck Eller on key-
board, Tony Markellis on bass, and Russ
Lawson on drums. And of course, Big Joe.
Not only did they make music, but they
shaped a whole new generation of musicians.
Big Joe, who played with B.B. King and Count
Basie, Etta James and Little Richard, was a
formative influence on Trey Anastasio, the
guitarist for Phish. In fact, Burrell played guest
appearances with Anastastio’s band in recent
years.

Last year, the Unknown Blues Band cele-
brated its twenty-fifth anniversary. The band
was a Burlington staple, playing at gigs every-
where, and most especially at a weekly per-
formance at Halvorson’s Upstreet Café in Bur-
lington. Even as age seemed outwardly to
slow him down, Big Joe kept performing at his
customary high level. Café owner Tim
Halvorson told the Free Press, “He’d shuffle in
with his walker or a cane, but, boy, as soon
as the music started and he got a glass of Ca-
nadian Club and he grabbed his saxophone,
he was 30 years younger.” As his nephew Dr.
Leon Burrell said, speaking of his last perform-
ance just a month ago, “He went out doing
what he did best. It's like a cowboy dying with
his boots on.”

Big Joe was a big man—not only in physical
stature, but big in heart. He loved music, he
loved people, he loved playing in Vermont.
And Vermont loved him back: He was an em-
blem of the amazing power of jazz, our na-
tion’s preeminent form of music. He showed
all who lived in the Green Mountain State how
jazz can speak to each of us, directly, deeply;
he showed us that the music born in the
South and in the big cities of the Mid-west has
flowed, like a mighty river, all through our na-
tion. He was an important tributary of that
river, and all of us in Vermont who love music
will remember Big Joe for that, and for the
wonderful performances he gave us, time and
again.

———

BLACK HISTORY TRIBUTE TO AN-
DREW AND MARY LOU HAWKINS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
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Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize Andrew Hawkins,
Sr. (1918-2000) and Mary Lou Hawkins (1907
—-1972) of Shaw, MS which is located in Boli-
var County. Andrew and Mary Lou “Mae Lou”
were married in 1937 until her murder in 1972.
Being children of slaves and having grown up
in the Mississippi Delta during the Jim Crowe
era and when the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission was active, they set out on an
expedition against segregation and discrimina-
tion to improve life for black folks. Their stub-
born will would not allow them to accept the
unfair treatment imposed by white folks. In fact
their willingness to lead and step out front
brought death; alienation, planned house fires,
and increased harassment upon the family but
that did not stop the Hawkins.

In 1969 Andrew along with Mae Lou and
twenty other African American plaintiffs sued
the Town of Shaw for violating their rights as
spelled out in the 14th Amendment. They had
lawyers representing them from the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund. These were their rights
to parallel living conditions in black neighbor-
hoods as experienced by whites in their neigh-
borhoods. Photographed and statistical evi-
dence of both black and white neighborhoods
pointed to the disparities between the two of
inadequate water supply, unsanitary sewage
exposure and disposal, water line pipes, rock
roads, natural gas supply, street lights, and
more. Hawkins first loss came when he ap-
peared in District Court before Judge Keady.
Then on January 23, 1971, the United States
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals overturned
Judge Keady’s decision making the case a
precursor for lawsuits against the inequalities
of services provided by municipalities. Careful
examination of the evidence presented by the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund Lawyers
overrode all evidence presented by the Town
of Shaw helping to establish a prima facie
case of racial discrimination. The court prohib-
ited the Town of Shaw from further spending
of monies to improve conditions in white
neighborhoods until they improve conditions in
the black neighborhoods thus creating a better
living environment for the entire Town. The
Hawkins v. Town of Shaw case is often equat-
ed with such paramount cases as Brown v.
Board of Education for being one of the great
pillars in African American History.

In May 1972 two months after the 5th Cir-
cuit en banc affirmed the decision of Hawkins
v. Town of Shaw, Mary Lou Hawkins was shot
and killed by a black “white controlled” police
officer for the Town of Shaw. In the first fire
set to their home, no one was injured but in
the second fire, their son Andrew, Jr. and two
granddaughters were killed. Mr. Andrew Haw-
kins and his family has certainly been in a
storm and faced tragedies as a consequence.

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to these outstanding African Americans
of the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserve mention, not only in the month of
February but year round.
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