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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF COUN-
TRY MUSIC LEGEND MERLE KIL-
GORE

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Merle Kilgore, a talented mu-
sician, legendary writer, and friend, a fellow
West Tennnessean who dedicated his life to
entertaining the world.

Merle began his music career in 1948, car-
rying Hank Williams’ guitar at the Louisiana
Hayride. He soon began performing, and he
wrote and recorded hit songs such as “Ring of
Fire” and “Wolverton Mountain.” Mr. Kilgore
was also an actor, appearing in films such as
“Coal Miner's Daughter” and “Five Card
Stud.” Apart from his performance skills, he
was a fine businessman, managing the leg-
endary career of Hank Williams, Jr. He was
named honorary State Senator by the Ten-
nessee General Assembly in 1987, while | had
the honor of serving in that body.

Merle Kilgore was more than a music leg-
end. He is remembered by those who knew
him best for his loyal friendship and sharp wit.
Mr. Kilgore’s stories and anecdotes brightened
the lives of everyone he touched. Merle’s
cheerful outlook on life will be deeply missed
by his family and friends. A dedicated family
man, he is survived by his wife, Judy; two
sons; three daughters; eight grandchildren;
and a great-granddaughter.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in hon-
oring the exceptional life of a true legend and
dear friend, Mr. Merle Kilgore.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO THE A.P. GIANNINI
MIDDLE SCHOOL ON THE OCCA-
SION OF ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | invite my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the 50th An-
niversary of the A.P. Giannini Middle School of
San Francisco, which is located in my Con-
gressional district. This extraordinary middle
school has long been known for its academic
promise and delivering students who are well
prepared to area high schools.

This school is named after Amaedo Peter
(A.P.) Giannini, who started the Bank of ltaly
in 1904, with the then unheard of concept of
providing banking services for the “little fel-
lows,” the hard-working immigrants that other
banks refused to serve. After the devastating
earthquake of 1906, A.P. Giannini immediately
set up a temporary bank. Almost every build-
ing in the city had been destroyed, and he
went about collecting deposits, making loans,
and proclaiming to all that San Francisco

would rise from the ashes. Mr. Giannini en-
sured that many hard working immigrants
could get their piece of the American dream
by loaning them money when no other banks
would. Under his watchful eye, this little bank,
which started in a converted saloon, expanded
rapidly throughout the State of California and
in 1930 he renamed his institution the Bank of
America.

Mr. Speaker, the middle school, which now
bears his name, was opened in the Sunset
District of San Francisco in September of
1954, but renamed after Mr. Giannini on Janu-
ary 26, 1955. Although Mr. Giannini had
passed away six years earlier, both his widow
and daughter Claire were present for the cere-
mony to dedicate the school. Today the school
serves children from grades 6 to 8, with an av-
erage enrollment of 1,300 students. It routinely
tests well above the California and national
average, and over a quarter of the students
study in the Gifted and Talented Education
(GATE) program.

A.P. Giannini Middle School provides stu-
dents with a diverse learning environment and
as well as a lesson of tolerance. Like A.P.
Giannini back in the early 1900’s, A.P.
Giannini Middle School gives their students a
chance to achieve the American dream. The
staff of A.P. Giannini Middle School deserves
credit for providing their students with the tools
they will need in high school and throughout
life.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the last 50 years,
A.P. Giannini Middle School has proven what
dedicated staff members, counselors and
teachers can do. The students are exemplars
in the community and should be commended.
| would also like to thank the Giannini family
for their continued support of the school that
shared so much of the vision of Mr. Giannini.
| urge all of my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the A.P. Giannini Middle School Day,
with me on February 17, 2005.

——————

BLACK HISTORY TRIBUTE TO
ROBERT B. WILSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
Nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize Mr. Robert Bernard
Wilson of Carroll County in the State of Mis-
sissippi. Born September 10, 1928, in Chi-
cago, IL, Wilson was educated in the Chicago
Public Schools, and later at the Mississippi In-
dustrial College (B.S.), and received certifi-
cation in Science/Biology at Mississippi State
University.

Mr. Wilson served in the United States Ma-
rine Corps during the Korean Conflict and re-
ceived an honorable discharge. He was an ed-
ucator for 32 years in the Carroll County and
Montgomery County school districts where he
taught science and biology. During his tenure
as an educator, Mr. Wilson was the first Afri-
can American to coach high school football
after school integration in Mississippi. He re-
ceived numerous awards, such as Teacher
Award, Coach of the Year Award (Local and
State), Senior Class Sponsor Award and the
Montgomery County Citizenship Award.

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.

IN HONOR OF LARRY McREYNOLDS
HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Larry McReynolds for his outstanding
leadership and remarkable accomplishments
in the field of health care administration. After
almost 5 productive years, Mr. McReynolds
moved on from his position as executive direc-
tor of the Jersey City Family Health Center on
Friday, January 28, 2005.

A New Jersey resident since 1991, Mr.
McReynolds has proven himself to be a valu-
able asset to health care organizations. During
his impressive career, he has held a variety of
positions with Clara Maass Medical Center
and the Saint Barnabas Healthcare System.
Since 2000, he has served as executive direc-
tor of the Jersey City Family Health Center
where he has been instrumental in the expan-
sion and development of a wide range of
health programs and initiatives.

Under his strong guidance, the health center
has expanded many of its services that aid the
underserved or low income populations in the
community, including an AIDS treatment cen-
ter and the Healthcare for the Homeless Pro-
gram. Additionally, it has established a phar-
maceutical program that helps patients access
medication, the Reach Out and Read Program
for inner-city kids, and many outreach initia-
tives aimed at helping the Hispanic commu-
nity. While serving as executive director, Mr.
McReynolds has seen the health center al-
most double its budget and staff size. Other
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positive developments include receiving a
March of Dimes grant for research purposes
and obtaining funding for a program to assist
parolees with re-entry into the community.
With the help of contributions from the State,
the Susan B. Koeman Foundation, and the
banking industry, the Jersey City Family
Health Center has established a mobile mam-
mography program. | have had the pleasure of
working with Mr. McReynolds, and he has
been instrumental in making much needed
health care services a reality. | am proud to
have secured funding for a pilot program at
the health center, and thanks to him and his
team, the community enjoys the benefits of a
successful program for minorities with cancer.

Apart from working in administration, Mr.
McReynolds has taught as an adjunct pro-
fessor at New York University where he was
the author of a course textbook in the Wagner
Graduate School of Public Service.

Born and raised in Indiana, Mr. McReynolds
spent much of his undergraduate career
studying and traveling abroad before grad-
uating from Wheaton College with a degree in
English literature. He also holds a master's
degree in hospital administration from the
Washington University School of Medicine.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Larry McReynolds for his impressive
ability to spearhead and develop worthwhile
health care programs, his drive to improve ac-
cess to vital patient services, and his passion
to help those in need. His work has touched
the lives of countless individuals in Jersey City
and the greater community. | am confident
that he will continue to have great success in
his new position as the executive director of
the Sunset Park Health Center Network at the
Lutheran Medical Center in Brooklyn, New
York, and | wish him all the best.

——————

A NOTE ON PROCESS REGARDING
THE CONTINUITY IN REPRESEN-
TATION ACT

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, on
February 28, 2002, the House Subcommittee
on the Constitution held a legislative hearing
on H.J. Res. 67, Representative BRIAN BAIRD’s
proposed constitutional amendment to allow
lawmaking by an appointed House of Rep-
resentatives following a terrorist attack.

During the 107th Congress, a bipartisan
working group co-chaired by then-House Re-
publican Policy Committee Chairman CHRIS-
TOPHER CoOX and House Democratic Policy
Chairman Martin Frost, met regularly to dis-
cuss the issues surrounding continuity in gov-
ernment, including constitutional amendments.
As a result of those working group meetings,
the House passed H. Res. 559 during the
107th Congress, expressing the sense of the
House that each State should examine its ex-
isting procedures governing special elections
so that, in the event of a catastrophe, vacan-
cies in the House could be filled in a timely
fashion. Unfortunately, only one state, Cali-
fornia, responded to that request. Con-
sequently, the House responded precisely as
the Founders would have expected the House
to respond, namely by acting pursuant to
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Congress’s authority under the Constitution to
ensure that the House is repopulated expedi-
tiously through elections in extraordinary cir-
cumstances. To that end, H.R. 2844, the Con-
tinuity in Representation Act, was introduced
in the 108th Congress. The bill received a
hearing before the House Administration Com-
mittee on September 24, 2003, and it was
marked up by both the House Administration
(on November 19, 2003) and House Judiciary
Committees (January 21, 2004). Amendments
adopted on the House floor included one that
would protect the rights of military and over-
seas voters to participate in the expedited
elections, and a provision that provided explic-
itly that all federal laws governing the adminis-
tration of federal elections would apply.

Because H.R. 2844 was a bipartisan bill that
resonates best with America’s democratic val-
ues, on April 22, 2004, it passed the House on
an overwhelming bipartisan basis by a more
than 3-to-1 margin, by a vote of 306-97.

As part of a bipartisan agreement, | agreed
to a markup of Representative BAIRD’s pro-
posed constitutional amendment (H.J. Res. 83
in the 108th Congress) in the Judiciary Com-
mittee. That was done on May 5, 2004. Com-
mittee Members all had the opportunity to
offer amendments to H.J. Res. 83 to either
perfect its language or replace it entirely with
the text of any other version of the amend-
ment. During the markup, | asked if there were
any Members who wanted to offer amendment
more than half a dozen times. The Judiciary
Committee adversely reported out H.J. Res.
83, so all Members could have an opportunity
to vote on it on the House floor.

The constitutional amendment the House
voted on was the approach supported by Rep-
resentative BRIAN BAIRD, the Member who is
widely regarded as the most outspoken House
proponent of appointed Members. This pro-
posal and a host of others have been exten-
sively studied by scholars both inside and out-
side of Congress, including during the last
Congress, and by previous Congresses, going
back some 50 years. It remains a terrible idea
because it would introduce into our Founding
document, for the first time, the concept that
laws can be written by an unelected aristoc-
racy. That is a bad idea now, and it was a bad
idea then, when the House of Representa-
tives, controlled by both Democrats and Re-
publicans, rejected all constitutional amend-
ments authorizing appointed House Members
sent to it by the Senate, even during the
height of the Cold War.

The conclusion of the Continuity in Govern-
ment Commission’s (a privately-funded com-
mission’s) report recommending a constitu-
tional amendment that would deny the right to
self-government under laws enacted by elect-
ed representatives states that “The exact de-
tails of a solution are less important than that
the problem be addressed seriously and expe-
ditiously.” (This is from page 31 of the re-

port, which can be found at hitp://
www.continuityofgovernment.org/report/re-
port.html.)

On June 2, 2004, the House voted on H.J.
Res. 83 and generally on the question of
whether Americans should be governed by
laws passed by an unelected aristocracy.
There are only two ways to go on the issue:
either you support an appointed House—the
“details,” by the Continuity in Government
Commission’s own admission, are relatively
unimportant—or you support preserving law-
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making by an elected House. Representative
BAIRD, the author of H.J. Res. 83, said of a
constitutional amendment—quote—"“The more
urgent matter is to put that measure before
the body.” On June 2, 2004, that measure
was put before the House, and the House
overwhelmingly rejected it by a vote of 63—
353, a margin of over 5-1. That margin of de-
feat of a constitutional amendment is histori-
cally large.

The right to self-government under laws
passed by the People’s chosen representa-
tives has endured since America’s birth,
through two World Wars, a Civil War, a Cold
War, and now a war against terrorism. The
terrorists would like nothing more than to
make us rewrite our Constitution to reflect
their twisted vision of autocratic rule. The Con-
tinuity in Representation Act rejects that ter-
rorist vision and would preserve the right to
elected representation.

——
TRIBUTE THE REVEREND LUCIUS
WILLIAMS ON HIS TWENTY-

FIFTH PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY
HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives
to join me as | rise to congratulate Reverend
Lucius Williams on his 25 years as pastor of
Second Baptist Church in Belleville, New Jer-
sey. Second Baptist is indeed fortunate to
have the dynamic and creative energy Pastor
Williams offers to his congregation. Likewise,
Pastor Williams is blessed to have a member-
ship that honors and respects him enough to
celebrate this significant milestone with him.

Reverend Williams was installed as pastor
of Second Baptist Church in February, 1980.
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in the-
ology from United Bible College in Orlando,
Florida. His ministry is filled with love for his
congregation and he works tirelessly toward
enhancing his members’ theocratic experi-
ence. Under his pastoral watch, several min-
istries have been established. They include:

The Sisters Sharing Ministry, a ministry fo-
cusing on the needs of women and children;
the Eliza B. Goldston Scholarship Foundation,
a ministry that raises the awareness and im-
portance of education through scholarship; the
Valley Community Development Corporation,
a ministry that incorporates community devel-
opment and neighborhood beautification along
with a tutorial program and English as a sec-
ond language; SBC Praise Ministry, a ministry
that lifts the name of Jesus in song; Hosanna
Praise Dance Ministry, a ministry that lifts the
name of Jesus in dance; the Christian Edu-
cation Ministry, a ministry that focuses on
Christian  walk through education and
mentorship; the Prison Ministry, a ministry that
focuses on the needs of men and women in
the penal system.

Pastor Williams’ commitment to his church
and the surrounding area are evident in his
other activities. Along with his wife, the former
Patricia Gabriel, the Crossroads of Life Chris-
tian Bookstore was established in June, 1976.
He has received numerous awards for his out-
standing love and passion to the work of the
church, business and community.
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