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TRIBUTE TO BOULDER-DUSHANBE
SISTER CITIES

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Boulder-Dushanbe Sis-
ter Cities organization and its ongoing work to
develop friendship and understanding between
the citizens of Boulder, Colorado, and the citi-
zens of Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

In 1987, two cities on opposite sides of the
world, in countries on opposite sides of the
political spectrum, collaborated to bring their
respective traditions, culture, and history to
one another in a peaceful manner. During a
time of great conflict and tension, the cities of
Boulder, Colorado, and Dushanbe, Tajikistan,
united as the Sister Cities. Over the next 3
years, dozens of Tajikistani painters,
woodcarvers, and ceramicists worked on com-
pleting Dushanbe’s gift to Boulder, the Boulder
Dushanbe Teahouse. The result was a mag-
nificent structure and a wonderful restaurant
that offers exquisite cuisine and atmosphere.

Now it is our turn to give back to the people
of Dushanbe. Planning is well underway for
Boulder's reciprocal gift of a cybercafe, which
will be part restaurant, learning center, and
Internet connection point.

Most of all it will be our way of connecting
to Tajikistan—by sharing our culture, helping
Tajiks communicate with the outside world,
providing educational resources, and investing
in their community. At a time when inter-
national understanding between countries and
their citizens is more valuable than ever, this
project deserves strong support.

Mr. Chairman, I've attached a June 2005
newspaper article from The Daily Camera
highlighting progress on the cybercafe project.
| think it's important to call attention to this
project and the volunteer efforts of the Boul-
der-Dushanbe Sister Cities organization. On
its website, the group writes about the
cybercafe that it “hopes that that gathering
place, offering computer and Internet access
rare in that part of the world, will bring to life
the goal of helping people connect through
what they have in common rather than what
keeps them separate.” | share that hope and
commend the Boulder-Dushanbe Sister Cities
organization for helping this project come to
life.

[From the Daily Camera, June 20, 2005]
RESIDENTS WORK TO REPAY DEBT: DUSHANBE
CYBERCAFE PROJECT Is EXPECTED TO START
IN FALL

(By Ryan Morgan)

Boulder owes the city of Dushanbe a
cybercafe to reciprocate for a teahouse from
the Tajikistani capital that opened in Boul-
der in 1998.

Now, after years of work, the Boulder resi-
dents organizing the cybercafe effort have
received good news from Dushanbe officials:
They expect to break ground on the project
this fall.

Don Mock, a former Boulder city council-
man and co-president of Boulder-Dushanbe
Sister Cities, said his group learned late last
week that city planners in Dushanbe had ap-
proved a new site for the cafe.

“It looks like some of the final hurdles
have been cleared,’”” he said.

Much of the delay came after Mock and
other committee members realized that the
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site originally proposed for the cybercafe—
one that would have placed it in downtown
Dushanbe, next to a large concert hall and
the national library—wouldn’t work.

It turned out that city planners there
wanted every building in that district to be
at least five stories tall, far beyond the ex-
pected scale and cost of the planned
cybercafe. So organizers had to find a new
site and alter the building’s design.

If all goes well, the cybercafe will sit in
Dushanbe’s Park of International Friend-
ship, Mock said.

Mock said he thinks the cybercafe will
give something of real value to residents of
Dushanbe. It will offer books in Tajik and
Russian and a ‘‘cultural center,” he said.

“It’s going to be more than a place to
check e-mail.”

With a final plan in place, the sister cities
committee will now start redoubling its
fundraising efforts.

“We want to be able to tell these big do-
nors exactly what they’ll be getting for their
donation,” Mock said.

The committee has raised about $400,000
and will need to raise an additional $300,000,
he said.

Vern Seieroe, an architect helping to de-
sign the building, said he is relieved the
process of navigating an often confusing bu-
reaucracy located 7,000 miles away will fi-
nally yield dividends.

‘“You can only imagine the obscurity of
what the process is, seeing it and attempting
to understand it from this distance,” Seieroe
said. ‘“We’re learning a lot. Our learning
curve is almost vertical.”

Boulder’s colorful Dushanbe Teahouse was
also the culmination of several years’ work
and delays. Tajik craftsmen carved the intri-
cate structure, disassembled it into 14 sec-
tions and shipped them to Boulder in 1990.
The sections sat in storage for years. In 1998,
they were re-assembled and the teahouse fi-
nally opened its doors.

———

THE REPUBLICAN RAID ON
STUDENT AID

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support and in solidarity with
America’s college students and our Nation’s
higher education institutions. Our competitive-
ness in the global economy is built on the
foundation of a highly educated workforce. My
Republican colleagues feel financial aid for
higher education is a privilege, not a nec-
essarily for American students.

The Republican strategy to cut and gut Fed-
eral financial aid by over $14 billion hurts stu-
dents, hurts families and threatens America’s
competitiveness. Harming higher education
harms America.

The Republican raid on student aid makes
the largest cut in the history of Federal student
financial aid, while also increasing the deficit
by $20 billion—adding more debt on the backs
of hard working Americans and students.

Tim McDonald attends Hamline University in
St. Paul, Minnesota. Tim spoke eloquently to
me last week against these cuts. Tim said:

The generation that benefited from highly-
subsidized, affordable higher education is
now pulling the ladder up with them and
forcing us to debt finance not only our own
education, but their tax cuts. . .
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| came to Congress to promote hope and
opportunity. Vocational schools, technical
schools and our colleges and universities pro-
vide America’s scientists, engineers, entre-
preneurs, teachers, nurses, law enforcement
officials—our future leaders, with the skills,
knowledge and opportunity to keep America
strong and prosperous.

Republican priorities cut and gut the vital re-
sources students depend upon to achieve
their career goals and contribute to America.
Instead of investing in students, instead of in-
vesting in America’s future, this Republican
scam forces students to pay the price for a
mismanaged Republican budget.

| ask my Republican colleagues to stand
with us and students to protect America’s eco-
nomic future, to not abandon the next genera-
tion of American leaders and to defeat the cut-
ting and gutting of hope and opportunity for
millions of American students.

——————

HONORING ANTHONY RAFFA ON
HIS CAMPAIGN TO BE ELECTED
TO THE CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 14

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Anthony Raffa, a resident of Chau-
tauqua County for his quest to become the
elected representative to the fourteenth legis-
lative district in the Chautauqua County Legis-
lature. Although Mr. Raffa was not able to re-
alize his dream he has been able to make an
impact on other’s lives in a different way.

The campaign trail is a difficult path to take.
Any person with a dream may enter but only
a few are able to reach the end. Mr. Raffa
traveled that path with his head held high and
a smile on his face the entire way. | have no
doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting im-
pression on the voters of district 14.

Mr. Raffa has tried his hand in county poli-
tics many times. That is a respectable trait to
have. Determination to do good things for your
county is one thing that Chautauqua County
residents strive for. He was a long time legis-
lator and a long time advocate for “good gov-
ernment.”

Chautauqua County is blessed to have such
strong candidates with a desire to make this
county the wonderful place that we all know it
can be. Mr. Raffa is one of those people and
that is why, Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor him
today.

————

TRIBUTE TO T.J. CONNOLLY
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the seventh anniversary of Connolly and
Company, a public relations, advertising and
marketing firm in San Antonio which is located
in the district | represent, the 28th district of
Texas.

Mr. Speaker, in 1998, T.J. Connolly had a
vision which he put into practice. He recog-
nized a void in public relations that he thought
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he could fill with a company specializing in
message management.

Connolly and Company was started with
one telephone, two computers, a secretary
and one client. Seven years later, it's a thriv-
ing public relations firm whose dynamic staff
services clients in telecommunications, com-
mercial real estate development, health care
and law—among many others.

Connolly and Company is an upstanding
business in Texas that helps its many clients
put their best foot forward. The firm has col-
lected many awards and is regarded as one of
the top firms in San Antonio.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have had this
opportunity to celebrate the anniversary of
Connolly and Company.

———

RECOGNIZING ANNIVERSARY OF
THE RATIFICATION OF THE 13TH
AMENDMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2005

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise here today to express my support for
H.R. 196 that recognize the 140th anniversary
of the thirteenth Amendment, which abolished
slavery in the United States.

| applaud my colleague from Oakland, Cali-
fornia, for her hard work on this resolution be-
cause of the efforts that have been made to
ensure that the Thirteenth Amendment is re-
spected in practice. There were many exam-
ples of seemingly deliberate attempts to by-
pass the 13th Amendment regarding slavery.
For example, in Texas in 1867, African-Ameri-
cans constituted about one third of the con-
victs in state penitentiaries. However, about 90
percent of those inmates were leased out for
cheap railroad labor.

Apprenticeship laws also were embraced
with increasing vigor throughout the South. In
some States, such as Maryland and North
Carolina, courts ordered African American chil-
dren to be bound for labor to white “employ-
ers” without the permission or knowledge of
the children’s parents. Records compiled by
the Freedmen’s Bureau in those States indi-
cate a virtual deluge of requests for assistance
in obtaining the freedom of children enslaved
through “lawful” State-court action. Of course,
the State-court actions in these cases were in-
consistent with Federal law, and the resulting
involuntary servitude of these children was a
violation of the Thirteenth Amendment. As
founder and Co-Chair of the Congressional
Children’s Caucus, | assert that it is critical for
the future of our children that we preserve the
spirit of this Constitutional Amendment, for his-
tory has shown that children have been vul-
nerable in the past.

As members of Congress, we must ensure
that this milestone in American history is rec-
ognized and celebrated. | am pleased to stand
with my colleagues by being an original co-
sponsor of this legislation.
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HONORING IRENE ALEXANDER
HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize one of Chicago’s treasures, Mrs. Irene Al-
exander.

Today Mrs. Alexander will perform a concert
of Chopin and Gershwin pieces for victims of
Hurricane Katrina. Following that, she will visit
Walter Reed Hospital to perform for wounded
soldiers. Her final performance of the day will
be for Navy veterans at a concert in Bethesda,
Maryland. While this schedule would be too
much strain for most, it is the norm for Mrs.
Alexander, who is 85 years old.

When she is back home in Chicago, Mrs.
Alexander shares her musical gifts at nursing
homes throughout the city, performing approxi-
mately 150 concerts each year. An accom-
plished pianist, she has played at Chicago’s
Orchestra Hall and at venues in Israel and
China.

Mrs. Alexander has overcome several per-
sonal hardships in order to serve others. As a
child, she overcame polio, and as an adult she
battled breast cancer. For the past 15 years,
she has suffered from macro-degeneration of
the eyes, and is legally blind today. Through
it all she has continued to perform and serve
as a source of inspiration for many.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to stand in recogni-
tion of Chicago’s most generous and talented
citizens, Mrs. Irene Alexander.

———

IN RECOGNITION AND REMEM-
BRANCE OF THE LIFE OF U.S.
MARINE CORPS MASTER SER-
GEANT BRETT ANGUS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | thank you for the opportunity to recognize
and honor the life of U.S. Marine Corps Mas-
ter Sergeant Brett Evan Angus.

Minnesota and St. Paul have lost another
courageous serviceman. U.S. Marine Corps
Master Sergeant Brett E. Angus served his
Nation, his community and his family with
honor in one of the military’s most dangerous
jobs, as an ordnance disposal expert. Master
Sergeant Angus was serving his second tour
in Operation Iragi Freedom when, on Novem-
ber 26, 2005, an improvised explosive device
detonated while he was conducting combat
operations near Camp Taqgaddum, Iraq. He
was assigned to Marine Wing Support Squad-
ron-372, Marine Wing Support Group-37, 3rd
Marine Aircraft Wing, | Marine Expeditionary
Force, out of Camp Pendleton, California. Dur-
ing Operation Iragi Freedom, his unit was at-
tached to 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Master Sergeant Angus was born in St
Paul, Minnesota. His family history of military
service dates back to the Civil War, and he
followed his father, uncle and grandfather into
military service. He was an outstanding pro-
fessional soldier who loved being a Marine
and earned several awards and medals for his
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service. He was eligible for retirement this
year, but chose to return to Iraq for a second
tour of duty. As an ordnance disposal expert,
his family was constantly afraid of the danger
his job put him in, but knew that his vital work
was saving the lives of U.S. Armed Forces
and the Iragi people. His vast knowledge and
expertise made him a valuable teacher for his
fellow Marines.

| extend my condolences and share in the
grief of his family and friends. Master Ser-
geant Angus’ made the ultimate sacrifice while
serving our Nation, and we will be forever
grateful. The sympathies of all Americans go
to his wife, Masami, his father, Russell, and to
his family and friends.

Master Sergeant Brett Angus is the 26th
service member from Minnesota to die in Iraq
since 2003. | honor Brett Angus for his coura-
geous service to this country, and his commit-
ment to protecting our freedom.

TRIBUTE TO THUNDER RIDGE
HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY TEAM

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2005

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | would also
like to applaud the accomplishments of a
group of Highlands Ranch, Colorado student-
athletes. The Varsity Football team from Thun-
der Ridge High School—Tyler Ames, William
Ard, Cody Barday, Jesse Bartholomew,
Damjan Bates, Dylan Baumgarten, Brian
Behnke,Shay Belfiore, Kyle Black, Sean Bran-
don, Lucas Braun, James Breidel, Shawn
Brevig, John Callahan, Evan Carter, Chris
Carpenter, Hunter Caulder, Josh Ceccarelli,
Bryce Clark, Robert Clark, Phillip Clukies,
Mike Coffey, Chris Collins, Richie Cooper,
Evan Crabdree, Carlos Cristaldo, Justin
Curnow, Scott Day, Matt England, Ben Faddis,
Paden Faulkner, Matt Flood, Brennan Fox,
Brendan Gallagher, Desi Gallegos, Cody
Gibbs, Caleb Golter, Russ Gorhum, Alex’
Guesnier, Corey Hankins, Zach Hansen, Clay
Harrison, Chris Hernley, Michael’ Hoffman,
Cory Hofstetter, Ryan Huber, Matt Hutton,
Ryan Jellum, Nick Kochan, Jordan LeMarinel,
Brian Lawrence, Bryce Lines, Nick Lind,
Benny Lopez, Nate McCarroll, Matt Maichele,
Kyle Manhart, Cody Martin, Jordan Meek,
Drew Miguel, Eric Moats, Brendan Nelson,
Tyler Nelson, Brandon Nelson, Doug
Nisenson, Alex Nittoli, Will Palamet, Tim
Papik, Shane Pickrell, Brent Pokryfke, Chris
Ray, Josh Roach, LeRoy Santos, Steven Sav-
age, Alex Sawyer, Josh Schaner, Patrick
Sharshel, Cory Sicard, Ethan Sizer, Ben
Smith, Parker Smith, Travis Somma, Tyler
Spieker, Andrew Tapp, J.T. , Taylor, Bret
Techentien, Zach Tiedgen, Brandon Townsley,
James Tucker, Andrew Ulmer, Danny Vail,
Tyler VanderVegt, Jeff Watt, Riley Williamson,
Derrick Youhas, Eric Zane, Chuck Zimmerman
and their coaches, Joe Johnson, Joe White,
Ryan Hollingshead, Jon Ackerman, Mick
Ward, Marty Moon, Kent Milius, Matt Chap-
man, Steve Miller, John Reyes, Joe Wegner,
Nick Grimm, Craig Kyllonen—won the Colo-
rado State Division 4A Football Championship
on December 3, 2005.

After their undefeated season, the Grizzlies
gained the second place seeding in the State
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