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have to offer, I encourage you to visit http:// 
www.nokomisonline.com/. 

I wish the people of Nokomis my heartfelt 
best as they celebrate their sesquicentennial. 
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TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT TEX 
HALL, NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AMERICAN INDIANS 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a person who I consider not only 
a leader in Indian Country, but a friend, Tex 
Hall, for all of his hard work as President of 
the National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI). Tex Hall is a man who has led by ex-
ample, dedicating himself to advancing the 
standard of living for our Nation’s first citizens 
through bold vision, dedication, and integrity. 
A tireless advocate, Tex has used his position 
as NCAI president to promote strong tribal 
sovereignty through self-governance. He has 
addressed both the challenges and opportuni-
ties that lie before today’s American Indian 
and Alaska Native nations. 

As Tex stated earlier this year in his State 
of Indian Nations address, tribes are ‘‘A vital 
part of this country’s conscience, its past and 
its future . . . Strong, healthy tribal self-gov-
ernance is not just good for the economy of 
tribal nations, but for the economy of the 
United States as a whole . . . Today, Indian 
Country is moving forward and in the right di-
rection,’’ 

For Tex Hall, 2005 marks the end of four 
outstanding years as head of the National 
Congress of American Indians, the Nation’s 
oldest and largest Native American organiza-
tion, representing over 200 Indian tribes in the 
continental United States and Alaska. Tex’s 
successful 2001 election marked the first time 
in history that an individual from his tribe, or 
from the state of North Dakota, had been cho-
sen to lead NCAI. Tex has played a key role 
in the great strides that Indian country has 
made, keeping promises, and making a dif-
ference in the lives of Indian people—for gen-
erations to come. 

Tex G. Hall—whose Indian name ‘‘Ihbudah 
Hishi’’ means ‘‘Red Tipped Arrow’’—grew up 
on his family’s cattle ranch in Mandaree, lo-
cated in the heart of the Mandan, Hidatsa and 
Arikara Nation in North Dakota. One of eight 
children, Tex and his three brothers and four 
sisters were instilled with a deep respect and 
appreciation for education. In the mid-1970’s, 
Tex received his high school diploma at a time 
when fewer than 40 percent of the Nation’s 
Native Americans were graduating from high 
school. Persistent in his educational quest, 
Tex attained his bachelors degree—in an era 
when only 8 percent of his fellow Native Amer-
icans graduated from college—and proceeded 
to obtain a Masters degree in educational ad-
ministration. 

Tex wished to instill the importance of edu-
cation in the Indian youth of his reservation. 
For 11 years, Tex served as the Super-
intendent and Principal of Mandaree School. 
Both his classroom instruction and basketball 
coaching earned Tex 1995’s award of North 
Dakota Indian Educator of the Year. To this 
day, Tex lives and learns by example—he is 

currently pursuing a Ph.D. degree in edu-
cation. 

As a committed leader, Tex followed in the 
footsteps of both his father and grandfather, 
winning a seat on the Tribal Council of the 
Three Affiliated Tribes (comprised of the 
Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara tribes, having 
joined together in the mid-1800’s) at Fort 
Berthold in New Town, North Dakota. Eventu-
ally becoming the Chairman of his tribe—ex-
actly 40 years after his grandfather was elect-
ed Chairman—Tex has served two terms, win-
ning re-election in 2002. Among other posi-
tions, Tex has served as Secretary and Treas-
urer of the United Tribes Technical College, 
Chairman of the Great Plains Tribal Chair-
mans’ Association, Chairman of the Native 
American Bank Corporation, Co-Chairman of 
the National Tribal Leaders Task Force on 
Trust Reform, and President of the NCAI 
President’s Health Technology Task Force. 

As president of NCAI, Tex successfully 
worked to ensure that the government-to-gov-
ernment relationship and consultation was 
strictly adhered to on all important matters. As 
Co-chair of the Task Force on Indian Trust 
Funds, he brought together representatives of 
all tribes together with the Department of Inte-
rior to work through problems with trust fund 
management. He is truly a uniter and not a di-
vider as he has managed to work with Indian 
country to consolidate and unite on like mat-
ters. 

Tex has also worked with me in my capacity 
as the Ranking Democrat on the Resources 
Committee on legislation to protect Indian sa-
cred sites from being destroyed by human 
abuse. We worked together on drafting the 
Native American Sacred Lands Act and Tex 
stood shoulder to shoulder with me as we an-
nounced the introduction of this important leg-
islation. Though we have not been able to 
enact this bill as of yet, I know Tex will con-
tinue to fight with me to protect the rights and 
the sites that our first Americans hold sacred. 

Tex Hall has been a major force in several 
advancements made by tribal governments on 
a national level. In 1999, Tex chaired a meet-
ing on Indian treaty issues with President Clin-
ton and representatives of the Great Plains 
Tribes. In 2000, as a result of that meeting 
and others, President Clinton signed an Exec-
utive Order on Consultation with Indian Tribal 
Governments, stating, ‘‘There is nothing more 
important in federal-tribal relations than fos-
tering true government-to-government rela-
tions to empower American Indians and Alas-
ka Natives to improve their own lives, the lives 
of their children, and the generations to come. 
We must continue to engage in a partnership, 
so that the First Americans can reach their full 
potential. . . . This Executive Order builds on 
prior actions and strengthens our government- 
to-government relationship with Indian tribes.’’ 

Multiple hurdles still obstruct elevation of the 
standard of living for Indian people. As Tex 
told Judy Sarashon of the Washington Post in 
2004, ‘‘Unfortunately, the first Americans have 
been the forgotten Americans.’’ Nevertheless, 
Tex Hall is a man who continues to dedicate 
his life to advancing the opportunities for In-
dian Country; an assiduous champion in the 
fight to protect Indian sacred sites, I have had 
the honor to work with Tex and hope to suc-
cessfully pass legislation that addresses the 
protection of Native American sacred lands. 

Whether it is his work strengthening the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, tackling the fight to 

protect sacred sites, or his willingness to travel 
wherever needed to help work out a problem, 
Tex Hall will be remembered as a great presi-
dent of the National Congress of American In-
dians; and I am proud to call him my friend. 
Tex, thank you for your service. 
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INFLUENZA VACCINE REQUIRES 
SHOTS 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I 
support the Administration’s plans for com-
bating an Influenza Pandemic, including meas-
ures to increase the capacity of the vaccine in-
dustry so that we have enough influenza vac-
cine to protect all Americans within 6 months 
of an outbreak. 

However, you can’t drink the Influenza vac-
cine, it has to be delivered with a syringe or 
other delivery technology, but the Administra-
tion’s plan does not include any strategies for 
acquiring sufficient numbers of appropriate in-
jection devices to deliver the vaccine. 

The influenza vaccine will probably require 2 
shots, which means that we will need 600 mil-
lion syringes to vaccinate every American. 

Without advance planning and stockpiling of 
injection devices, hospitals and public health 
agencies will not have sufficient numbers of 
injection devices to deliver the pandemic influ-
enza vaccine. In fact, without planning and uti-
lizing devices that are designed to ensure the 
vaccine is used to its full potential, we may 
waste the very vaccine we are working so 
hard to acquire. 

The Administration has worked diligently 
with vaccine manufacturers to ensure there is 
additional capacity to produce pandemic influ-
enza vaccines. The same planning and co-
operation must happen with the domestic de-
vice industry. I urge the Administration to sit- 
down with the medical device industry to dis-
cuss potential medical device needs and ca-
pacity constraints and develop a plan to en-
sure we are acquiring the appropriate amount 
and type of syringes necessary to keep all 
Americans safe. It would be a tragedy to 
waste life saving vaccine because of a lack of 
foresight. 
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RECOGNIZING STEPHEN A. PERRY 

HON. RALPH REGULA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I wish to con-
gratulate my constituent, Stephen A. Perry, for 
his service to his country as the 17th adminis-
trator of the U.S. General Services Administra-
tion (GSA). The Buckeye State is proud of 
Steve as one of the highest ranking Ohioans 
serving in the Bush administration. 

As administrator, Steve brought an exten-
sive background from both the private sector 
and State government. He has effectively led 
the GSA during a period where the Federal 
Government’s infrastructure has been aging, 
but funds have been limited to deal with all 
these problems. However, Steve guided GSA 
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through prioritizing projects and making sure 
that agency employees had the support re-
quired to tackle Federal infrastructure issues. 

He started his career at the Timken Com-
pany of Canton, a leading international manu-
facturer of highly engineered bearings and 
alloy steels. At Timken, Steve progressed from 
an initial position as stockroom clerk to vice 
president. In 1991, then Governor George 
Voinovich appointed Steve to his Cabinet as 
director of the Department of Administrative 
Services, which provides services to State 
agencies that are similar to what GSA pro-
vides Federal agencies. After his successful 
tenure in State government, Steve returned to 
Timken where he was elected as an officer 
and promoted to senior vice president. 

Additionally, Steve has been very active in 
community and charitable organizations. He 
has been recognized by numerous groups for 
his commitment to his home community. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank 
Steve for his work in getting a new Federal 
building for Canton, Ohio. Through Steve’s 
leadership, this new Federal center will be a 
one-stop facility where citizens can come to 
various Federal agencies to get issues ad-
dressed. The building will be a model for the 
GSA system, and we owe its success to 
Steve’s guidance. I look forward to being with 
Steve at the future ceremony that opens Can-
ton’s new Federal building. 

We are proud of Steve’s service at GSA, 
but also pleased that he, and his wife, Sondra, 
are returning home to Canton, Ohio and be 
active members in our community. 
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TRIBUTE TO MALIK AHMED, 
FOUNDER AND CEO, BETTER 
FAMILY LIFE, INC. 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Malik Ahmed, the founder and chief 
executive officer of Better Family Life, Inc., a 
holistic cultural and community development 
corporation he founded in February 1983. He 
has pioneered the concept of synthesizing and 
blending the imperatives of African-American 
culture with the complexities of community and 
economic development. 

Better Family Life is dedicated to the pros-
perity and growth of the African-American fam-
ily, as well as the preservation of culture, con-
sciousness and community. Organized out of 
a need to find internal solutions to the crises 
within the African-American family, the organi-
zation’s mission is to plan and establish social, 
cultural, artistic, youth, economic, housing and 
educational programs that help to promote 
positive and innovative changes within the 
metropolitan St. Louis and East St. Louis com-
munities. 

Under his leadership Better Family Life, Inc. 
has grown to include a full-time professional 
staff of more than 70, with 30 percent of the 
staff having advanced degrees. Recently, the 
organization purchased the former Ralph 
Waldo Emerson Elementary School at 5415 
Page Boulevard, in St. Louis, MO. When the 
$4 million renovation is completed, the three- 
story facility will be home to the Better Family 
Life Cultural Center & Museum, housing cor-

porate offices and four—job training—commu-
nity programs: Project RESPECT—job train-
ing—Neighbor-to-Neighbor Housing Coun-
seling & Asset Building, Youth Passport to the 
Future and Cultural Arts. 

Other Better Family Life programs include 
the annual Kwanzaa Expo and the Unity Ball 
extravaganza. The 20th annual Unity Ball has 
grown to include approximately 1,500 
attendees and honors numerous community 
leaders, elders, youth, movers and shakers at 
all levels. Recently, in response to this coun-
try’s worst disaster on record, Better Family 
Life, along with the Millions More Movement, 
spearheaded a relief drive for the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, sending an 18–wheel trac-
tor-trailer filled with donations from the St. 
Louis community to Hattiesburg, MS. 

Prior to founding Better Family Life, Mr. 
Ahmed was a registered representative with 
the prestigious financial planning firm, The 
Moneta Group. An avid collector of fine art 
and literature, he is president of B4 Positive 
Products and Marketing, a business he found-
ed in 1989 to network, market and distribute 
books and African artifacts. 

Mr. Ahmed has traveled extensively 
throughout the United States and abroad. He 
speaks fluent French. As a Peace Corps vol-
unteer, he worked for 3 years as an urban 
planner in the West African country of Mali, 
where he successfully developed a cost-effec-
tive sanitation program for the capital city of 
Bamako. Mr. Ahmed holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics and a master’s degree in 
public administration/policy analysis. He is the 
recipient of many community service awards 
and serves on various boards. He is married 
to DeBorah and they have one son, Shabazz. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognized 
Mr. Malik Ahmed before the United States 
House of Representatives for his tireless dedi-
cation to the development of culture, commu-
nity and self-improvement among minorities in 
St. Louis. 
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RECOGNIZING MURRAY/CALLOWAY 
AND OHIO COUNTY 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize two outstanding communities in my 
District which were recently selected as two of 
the 100 Best Communities for Young People 
by the America’s Promise—The Alliance for 
Youth organization. Murray/Calloway County 
and Ohio County, Kentucky, were chosen 
based on the their fulfillment of the America’s 
Promise Five Promises: Safe Places, Effective 
Education, Opportunities to Serve, Healthy 
Start, and Caring Adults. These communities 
have demonstrated their commitment to the 
success of our area’s youth by focusing on 
these promises and working together to en-
sure our youth have the skills and resources 
they need to succeed in life. I am fortunate to 
have the opportunity to represent them in 
Congress and grateful for their hard work and 
determination. 

Murray/Calloway County was recognized for 
the healthy start and safe places it provides 
area students. In the fall of 2005, Calloway 
County implemented a countywide after school 

program for grades K–5. Up to 175 students 
participated in the program last year alone. In 
addition, partnerships between Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters and local schools have been 
highly successful in establishing mentoring re-
lationships among citizens and elementary 
and middle school students. Murray can also 
be proud of the low dropout rate at Murray 
High School, which is only one percent. In 
terms of health, Murray/Calloway County has 
a teenage birthrate significantly below the 
statewide average and has decreased drug 
use among its youth. Clearly, this community 
has much to be proud of and the youth have 
an ideal community in which to learn and 
grow. 

Ohio County found itself in the spotlight be-
cause of the caring adults in the community, 
the safe places and healthy start it offers 
youth, and its effective education policies. 
Most experts will agree that parental involve-
ment is important in the success of a child’s 
education. In Ohio County, this lesson is cer-
tainly understood by the parents who volun-
teered over 13,800 hours in local schools. The 
County also invested in a state-of-the-art fit-
ness center and now has 21 percent of the 
county as members. The birthrate among 15– 
17 year-olds decreased from 43 percent in 
1997 to 14.7 percent in 2001, and the dropout 
rate among high school students also de-
creased from 8.5 percent to just over 1 per-
cent. Perhaps most impressively, local stu-
dents and adults involved in the Together We 
Care/Ohio County Schools community partner-
ship decided to tackle tobacco use among 
kids. In a county where the largest crop is to-
bacco, this was a real challenge. These stu-
dent/adult groups visited stores selling tobacco 
products and requested that they remove ads 
for tobacco products in their stores and move 
products to less visible locations. One month 
later, 95 percent of the stores had made the 
requested changes. 

Again, I am proud of the progress these 
communities are making and pleased that they 
have been selected as two of the 100 Best 
Communities for Youth. 
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TRIBUTE TO HOLY ASCENSION 
CHURCH AND HIS HOLINESS 
FILARET PATRIARCH OF KYIV 
AND ALL RUS-UKRAINE 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call your attention to the 80th anniversary of 
the existence of Holy Ascension Church, lo-
cated on Broad Street in Clifton, New Jersey. 
To mark this important occasion, the church 
will be honored by a visit from His Holiness 
Filaret Patriach of Kyiv and all Rus-Ukraine. 

As a lifelong resident and former Mayor of 
the neighboring city of Paterson, I cannot think 
of another organization that has meant more 
to the surrounding community than Holy As-
cension Church. For the past 80 years, the 
men and women of Holy Ascension Church 
have given generously of their time, talents, 
and energy, and have made an indelible mark 
on countless people’s lives. I feel that it is only 
fitting that Holy Ascension Church be honored 
in this, the permanent record of the greatest 
freely elected body on earth. 
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