February 15, 2005

Mr. Speaker, the job of a United States
Congressman involves so much that is re-
warding, yet nothing compares to learning
about and recognizing the extraordinary efforts
of individuals such as Ms. Harley. | ask that
you join our colleagues, Joyce’s family and
friends, the County of Essex, New Jersey and
me in honoring Joyce Wilson Harley, Esq. for
her history of leadership and community serv-
ice.

HONORING THOMAS C. FLEMING

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary contributions of Thomas C.
Fleming, an icon in the history of African-
American journalism. Tom has led a distin-
guished career as a print journalist for more
than 70 years, working during the majority of
that time for the African-American newspaper
he co-founded in 1944, the San Francisco
Sun-Reporter. On this date, the day before his
97th birthday, Tom will be recognized in a
ceremony marking not only the renaming of
the library at New College of California, East
Bay in his honor, but also a lifetime of truly
outstanding achievement and leadership within
the black community as well as the journalistic
profession.

Born in Jacksonville, Florida, Tom spent his
early childhood years there with his grand-
mother, who he believes was a former slave.
He then spent a brief period living in Harlem
during the years leading up to World War |,
before finally moving to Chico, California in
1919. Upon his graduation from Chico High
School in 1926, Tom worked as a bellhop for
the Admiral Line, and then as a cook for
Southern Pacific Railroad before entering the
field of journalism in the 1930s as an unpaid
writer for the Spokesman, a progressive black
newspaper in San Francisco. He soon re-
turned to Chico, however, and studied political
science at Chico State University for three se-
mesters during the height of the Great De-
pression. He then returned to the Bay Area,
where he worked briefly for the Oakland Trib-
une in 1934, making him the only black jour-
nalist to work for a daily newspaper on the
West Coast.

In 1944, Tom became the founding editor of
a San Francisco newspaper called the Re-
porter, which was soon merged with a paper
owned by his closest friend, legendary civil
rights leader Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett. The pub-
lication that emerged, the San Francisco Sun-
Reporter, is still in print, and is one of the
longest-running African-American newspapers
in the country. During the civil rights move-
ment, when many African-American publica-
tions struggled to find enough advertising
money to keep them in business, Tom re-
mained devoted to the black press, and be-
came renowned for the work he did reporting
on this era. Throughout the 53 years he spent
writing for the Sun-Reporter, Tom met and
shared the struggles of several historic figures
in the black community, such as Langston
Hughes, Malcolm X, Thurgood Marshall, and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He also became
well-known for writing a series of eighty col-
umns entitled “Reflections on Black History,”
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and for receiving the Career Achievement
Award for Print from the Northern California
Chapter of the Society of Professional Journal-
ists.

Although Tom retired from writing full time
for the Sun-Reporter in 1997, he still writes a
column and editorials for the paper, in which
he continues to be an advocate for truth,
equality, and social justice. By remaining ac-
tive in and dedicated to this work for over 70
years, Thomas Fleming has contributed im-
measurably to Alameda County and the San
Francisco Bay Area. On behalf of the 9th Con-
gressional District, | salute and congratulate
him for his many years of invaluable service.

HONORING MICHELLE GIANNETTA
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Michelle Giannetta of Fresno,
CA upon receiving the Champion of Hearts
Award from the American Heart Association.
Mrs. Giannetta will be presented with the
Champion of Hearts A ward at the American
Heart Association's Go Red for Women
Luncheon on Thursday, February 17th, 2005
in Fresno, CA.

Michelle Giannetta is a true inspiration to us
all. As an active volunteer for her local Amer-
ican Heart Association chapter, Michelle has
offered her personal experience to help others
recognize the risk of heart disease.

Young and athletic, Michelle received the
shock of her life when she discovered she suf-
fered from a rare heart condition. At the age
of 28, Michelle endured a near fatal heart at-
tack when the artery into her heart spontane-
ously dissected. It is the same rare heart con-
dition that took the life of actor John Ritter.

After undergoing a grueling triple bypass op-
eration, she remained under close watch in an
intensive care unit, surviving with the aid of a
balloon pump. Young and in peak physical
condition, she realized that many, especially
young women, need to understand the threat
of heart disease.

Since then, Michelle has worked tirelessly to
increase awareness of heart disease through-
out her community. She serves on numerous
committees of her local American Heart Asso-
ciation chapter and has helped to organize
events, such as the Fresno Heart Walk, an
offshoot of the American Heart Association’s
National Heart Walk, an event that occurs
each year in some 600 cities and has raised
more than $406 million for research and edu-
cational programs. In addition, Michelle is a
local spokeswoman for the American Heart
Association’s Go Red for Women campaign
launched in February 2004.

In addition to her volunteer efforts, Michelle
Giannetta continues to help others by serving
in my Fresno congressional district office as a
Staff Assistant, specializing in immigration
matters.

Michelle, together with her husband Bret,
have two sons, Alex and Matthew.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Michelle
Giannetta on the occasion of receiving the
American Heart Association’s Champions of
Heart Award. | urge my colleagues to join me
in wishing Michelle many more years of con-
tinued success.
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RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF “NO FEAR NO FUTURE” PRO-
GRAM IN LAFAYETTE, LA

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the importance of NO FEAR NO
FUTURE: A Campaign Against Drinking and
Driving. This very worthwhile program is spon-
sored by the Junior League of Lafayette, LA
and is being presented today and tomorrow to
the very distinguished students of Acadiana
High School.

The purpose of this program is to promote
responsible decisionmaking by high school
students regarding drinking and driving. The
program demonstrates how irresponsible deci-
sions can end all dreams for both those who
choose to drink and drive and those who end
up being the innocent victims of those drivers.
Too many families have been shattered be-
cause of irresponsibility, and it is my hope that
this program can change the mindset of our
young people and save lives.

| applaud the Junior League of Lafayette for
taking an interest in bettering the lives of our
future generations, and | applaud the students
of Acadiana High School for taking it upon
themselves to guarantee that their friends and
classmates do not become a statistic. There
are choices that every student will be faced
with. My hope is that through this campaign,
the bright students of Acadiana High School
and of all schools throughout the 7th District,
realize that drinking and driving is never an
option. NO FEAR really does mean NO FU-
TURE.

———

CHINA’S ANTI-SECESSION LAW

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, in mid-Janu-
ary China and Taiwan agreed to allow direct
flights between the Chinese mainland and Tai-
wan during this year's Lunar New Year holi-
days. This agreement was considered a
breakthrough in cross-strait relations and
could signal the beginning of a thaw in rela-
tions. Unfortunately, we learned that in March
this year Beijing will enact an anti-secession
law, the intent of which is to force unification
on Taiwan.

The anti-secession law assumes China’s ju-
risdiction over Taiwan and gives China the
right to invade Taiwan when and if China con-
siders the invasion necessary. This law se-
verely erodes Taiwanese people’s goodwill for
China. In recent years, Taiwanese businesses
have invested as much as $100 billion in
China and have directly created the Chinese
miracle of unprecedented economic growth
and prosperity. Instead of reciprocating Tai-
wanese goodwill, China is now attempting to
lay the legal groundwork for China’s possible
invasion of Taiwan.

Mr. Speaker, it is now time for us to speak
up against China’s proposed anti-secession
law. It is an unfriendly law against the Tai-
wanese people as well as a provocative law
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threatening to change the status quo in the
Taiwan Strait. It is possible that the peace-lov-
ing Taiwanese people may seek their own leg-
islation against China’s annexation attempt.
This will, in turn, inflame Chinese leaders and
provoke them to enact even harsher legisla-
tion against Taiwan. Consequently tensions
will rise and war in the Taiwan Strait will be-
come a possibility.

It is still not too late for the Chinese authori-
ties not to enact the anti-secession law
against Taiwan. Taiwanese people and their
leaders are all peace-loving people who do
not seek to change the status quo in the Tai-
wan Strait. Why must China take upon itself to
unilaterally change the status quo?

Friends of Taiwan in the United States must
make clear to China that the United States will
not stand idly by if China uses force against
Taiwan. Taiwan Relations Act assures Taiwan
of our concern over any military action against
Taiwan. The United States will not allow China
to impose its own style of government on the
unwilling Taiwan. Taiwanese people must be
given their own voice of self-determination re-
garding their future, and their liberty mustn’t
be taken away from them by any adversary.

IN MEMORY OF MUFF SINGER
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the memory of Muff Singer, my
former administrative assistant and dear
friend. After a long and bitter fight with ovarian
cancer Muff died on January 16, 2005.

Muff was born in Chicago, February 14,
1942, and early in life she became involved
with the struggle for progressive social change
through the political process. While at the Uni-
versity of Texas in the early 1960s she partici-
pated in civil rights picket lines, protesting the
racial segregation of the University dormitories
and Austin movie theaters. Muff led the way
for the racial integration of one of the Univer-
sity’s honor societies. She graduated Phi Beta
Kappa in 1964 and then attended New York
University for a year of graduate work in his-
tory. She joined the Peace Corps in 1965 and
taught language for two years at the Iwahig
Penal Colony on the Island of Palawan, Phil-
ippines. She returned to California to work in
the presidential campaign of Senator Robert
F. Kennedy in 1968 during which time she met
her future husband Rick Tuttle.

| was introduced to Muff through Rick Tulttle,
my good friend from UCLA. Muff became my
campaign coordinator for my first race for the
California State Assembly, performing Hercu-
lean tasks 18 hours a day, seven days a
week, for more than seven months. In an un-
believably chaotic, extremely competitive and
often nasty political campaign, she conducted
herself with strength, determination, grace and
aplomb.

For ten years, she was my Administrative
Assistant, running my district office while |
served in the State Assembly. | could have
done no better. She led, inspired and moti-
vated a remarkable staff and dealt with a
plethora of constituent demands—always with
dedication, good judgement and tenacity. With
Muff at the helm, | was able to concentrate on
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my legislative and political goals in Sac-
ramento, confident in the knowledge that she
was taking care of the home front, rep-
resenting me with dignity, loyalty, competence
and integrity. Many of my constituents lives
were better because of her efforts.

A study in contrasts, Muff was slight of build
and soft of voice but had a ferocity and pas-
sion for the righteous way that could bowl over
those that stood in her way. Her earnest and
serious demeanor belied an incredibly droll wit
and joyful bemusement for life’s whimsical
turns. She was immune to the common polit-
ical affliction of taking herself too seriously.
She saw and participated in the defeat and
compromises of political life on a regular
basis, yet it never diminished her ardor for jus-
tice or her commitment for the less fortunate.
She was thrust into the flare of public life, but
remained a very private person. In a preening
and boastful profession, she always main-
tained the modesty, humility and empathy that
attracted so many of us to her in the first
place.

Muff left the Assembly in 1981 to become a
full time mother and begin a new career—au-
thor of children’s books. She had already pub-
lished her first book, the “Mystery Reader’s
Quiz Book”, co-authored with Robert A.
Wager and Aneta Corsault. Muff wrote or co-
wrote more than 35 books for toddlers and
preschoolers. In addition to picture books, she
co-wrote with Nancy Lamb a book for older
children, “The World’'s Greatest Toe Show,”
which received great reviews. She often said
her favorite book was one written with her
daughter Sarah called “Look Around with Little
Fish.”

Muff is survived by her husband, former Los
Angeles City Controller Rick Tuttle, her daugh-
ter Sarah, her parents Bernard and Goldryn
Singer, sister Caren and a niece and nephew.

Mr. Speaker, | asked my colleagues to join
me to honoring the legacy of Muff Singer who
lived an incredible, fulfilling and inspirational
life.

—————

HONORING AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY MONTH

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
and honor the past and present achievements
of African Americans as we celebrate African
American History Month.

African Americans in arts, business, edu-
cation, literature, music, politics, science and
sports have helped shape the nation. Over-
coming enormous obstacles and racial bar-
riers, the African American community has
made enormous contributions to our everyday
world. Let us remember not only outstanding
heroes such as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Frederick Douglass, and former Congress-
woman Shirley Chisholm, but also the extraor-
dinary lives of ordinary people who have
helped build our great nation.

This year, | want to acknowledge and thank
the thousands of the African Americans serv-
ing in the Armed Services. African Americans
have fought with distinction in every war since
the Revolutionary War. We honor this proud
history and all African Americans who risk
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their lives defending freedom and democracy.
We are grateful for their service.

During this month and throughout the year,
| encourage those living in California’s 32nd
Congressional District and around the country
to take the time to learn about the vast ac-
complishments of African Americans and
honor African American history.

REAL ID ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 10, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 418) to establish
and rapidly implement regulations for State
driver’s license and identification document
security standards, to prevent terrorists
from abusing the asylum laws of the United
States, to unify terrorism-related grounds
for inadmissibility and removal, and to en-
sure expeditious construction of the San
Diego border fence.

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, today
| rise in support of the Real ID Act. | would
like to thank Chairman SENSENBRENNER for his
leadership and determination to make America
safer through reforms proposed in this legisla-
tion.

As the former chief of counter-terrorism in
the U.S. Department of Justice for the West-
ern District of Texas, | had jurisdiction over the
Texas-Mexican border. | dealt firsthand, with
the day-to-day threats our nation faced, and
asked the question, “Why aren’t we doing
more to secure our borders?”

The House took an initial step toward an-
swering this question when it passed the his-
toric 9—11 legislation last December. Unfortu-
nately, some key border security and immigra-
tion reform provisions were not included in
that measure. Today we must change that and
give our nation more security.

And today we truly have the opportunity to
better our border security and political asylum
laws.

In 1993 Ramzi Yousef, soon to become the
world’s most wanted terrorist, arrived at Ken-
nedy airport carrying a fraudulent Iraqi pass-
port and told the INS he was fleeing the op-
pressive regime of Saddam Hussein. He
asked for political asylum and was given a
summons to appear at a hearing. But instead,
this expert bomb maker ignored that order and
joined his fellow classmates from the Bin
Laden academy to form the first Al Qaeda cell
in the United States. On February 26, 1993
Ramzi Yousef and his fellow terrorists deto-
nated a bomb in the World Trade Center. Re-
markably, the towers remained standing. They
were supposed to fall that day, one toppling
over the other killing everyone inside. That
day would come later.

Many of those of intent on doing our nation
harm claim political asylum as their Trojan
horse to gain access to our borders. Yet a
majority of those given notices fail to show up
at those hearings. We cannot afford or allow
another Ramzi Yousef to cross our border.
Our laws should not protect terrorists like
Ramzi Yousef who hide behind the privileges
and rights of political asylum.

This bill will make it easier to deport sus-
pected terrorists.
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