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custody of the United States should be treat-
ed. This country has signed the Geneva Con-
ventions and in 1994 ratified the Convention
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which
prohibits such treatment wunder all cir-
cumstances including “a state of war.” Ac-
cording to David Cole, the legal affairs cor-
respondent of The Nation, the Bush Adminis-
tration argued that the ban does not apply to
foreign national being held and interrogated
abroad. According to Mr. Cole, this interpreta-
tion runs against the central purpose of the
Torture Convention, which is to protect all
human beings, regardless of location and na-
tionality.

Because of the Bush Administration and its
abuse of power, we must, for the first time in
our history, ban torture. And for the first time
in our history, we have a President who is
threatening to veto the ban and further shame
us all.

————

HONORING JOSEPH P. LOFTUS

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important contributions of Joseph P.
Loftus Jr. who lived in San Antonio, Texas and
passed away recently on September 4th,
2005.

Mr. Speaker, Joe Loftus Jr. was a fine
American citizen who served in the aviation
and space activities division of government for
47 years. He wasn’t always in the spot light,
but he was behind the scenes on the Mercury
capsules and the Apollo lunar missions. Be-
cause of his efforts, NASA created the Orbital
Debris Program Office. He had an inter-
national reputation for his expertise on orbital
debris research and he was awarded NASA’s
Exceptional Service Metal twice and upon his
death, the Distinguished Service Metal. When
Mr. Loftus retired, NASA lost a smart, dedi-
cated employee whose talents were in many
fields. Eric Hoffer, an American author once
wrote, “Our passionate preoccupation with the
sky, the stars, and God somewhere in outer
space is a homing impulse. We are drawn
back to where we came from” Joe Loftus Jr.
has returned to where he came from and he
will be greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the time to ad-
dress the House on this somber but momen-
tous occasion.

—————

HONORING DR. DENZIL L.
DOUGLAS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this coming
weekend, between November 10 and 13 | and
more than twenty of our colleagues in the
House will be meeting and participating in the
10th annual Caribbean Multi-national Business
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Conference sponsored by the New York Carib

News in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

where we will be enjoying the hospitality of

Carib News publishers Karl and Faye Rodney

and Delegate DONNA CHRISTIAN CHRISTENSEN.

Over the last decade the conference has

brought together elected officials, civic lead-

ers, entrepreneurs, and executives of major
corporations to explore opportunities for
growth and expansion in the emerging mar-
kets and developing economies of the Carib-
bean. The conference has significantly contrib-
uted to the building of closer working relation-
ships and personal ties between Caribbean
leadership and the Members of Congress who
have participated. As we approach this year's
conference, | wish to recognize and pay trib-
ute to an outstanding Caribbean leader, Dr.

Denzil L. Douglas, the Prime Minister of St.

Kitts-Nevis by placing in the CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD the text of a proclamation to be

awarded at the conference:

A PROCLAMATION CELEBRATING THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF DR. DENZIL L. DOUGLAS,
PRIME MINISTER, ST. KITTS-NEVIS
Whereas, It is an established and honorable

tradition for elected officials to recognize

the outstanding contributions of those per-
sons whose leadership and life’s work have
made a substantial difference to the lives of
people everywhere, especially in their own
countries; and

Whereas, Such committed leaders are like
beacons that show the way to a better life
for those persons at the lowest rungs of the
economic and social ladder and are therefore
an Inspiration to people at home and abroad;
and

Whereas, Dr. Denzil L. Douglas, a national
and Prime Minister of the independent Fed-
eration of St. Kitts-Nevis, is surely one such
leader and dedicated public servant; and

Whereas, Dr. Denzil L. Douglas, a physi-
cian, is being cited and honored at the an-
nual Caribbean Multi-National Business Con-
ference 2005 in St. Thomas In the U.S. Virgin

Islands for his service to his native land, the

wider Caribbean community and developing

nations generally, serving as head of Govern-
ment in St. Kitts-Nevis at a time when the

United Nations placed his country on the list

of the World’s top 50 states where the quality

of life is high; is the Caribbean Community,

Caricom, lead Prime Minister on health

issues, championing the fight against HIV/

AIDS infection in the Caribbean; and
Whereas, The Prime Minister has led his

country with distinction for the past 10 years

while Demonstrating to the world that a

small nation can be an international model

of development, an example when it comes

to adherence to the rule of law and par-

liamentary democracy; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That we salute and commend Dr.

Denzil Douglas for his distinguished an un-
blemished record of service to humanity and
for his leadership on the national and inter-
national stages, within Caricom and the
countries which belong to the Organization
of Eastern Caribbean States.

———

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HOLDING INSTITUTE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 125th anniversary of the Holding In-
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stitute. The Holding Institute is a training facil-
ity that helps young Hispanic women, children
and families improve their ability to read, write
and speak English. Since Miss Nannie Emory
Holding, a Methodist missionary teacher from
Kentucky, helped a small group of Laredo
women organize a school for girls on the north
bank of the Rio Grande back in the early
1880’s, the name Holding has meant edu-
cational opportunity to the residents of Los
Dos Laredos.

In 1987, Holding became a community
learning center offering learning opportunities
for adults, offering day and evening classroom
instruction to women and men above 16 years
of age who wanted to learn English as a sec-
ond language, improve their Spanish, obtain
their GED, gain work skills including computer
literacy, or get ready for entry into college.

Today, Holding is recognized for future
projects that will take learning at Holding to
another level for the 21st Century.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have had this
opportunity to recognize the Holding Institute,
an invaluable learning center for many people
in Laredo, for their 125 years of ministry and
teaching.

———

HONORING DAME BILLIE
ANTOINETTE MILLER

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this coming
weekend, between November 10 and 13 | and
more than 20 of our colleagues in the House
will be meeting and participating in the 10th
annual Caribbean Multi-national Business
Conference sponsored by the New York Carib
News in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin lIslands
where we will be enjoying the hospitality of
Carib News publishers Karl and Faye Rodney
and Delegate DONNA CHRISTIAN CHRISTENSEN.
Over the last decade the conference has
brought together elected officials, civic lead-
ers, entrepreneurs, and executives of major
corporations to explore opportunities for
growth and expansion in the emerging mar-
kets and developing economies of the Carib-
bean. The conference has significantly contrib-
uted to the building of closer working relation-
ships and personal ties between Caribbean
leadership and the Members of Congress who
have participated. As we approach this year’s
conference, | wish to recognize and pay trib-
ute to an outstanding Caribbean leader, Dame
Billie Antoinette Miller by placing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD the text of a proclamation
to be awarded at the conference:

A PROCLAMATION CELEBRATING THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF DAME BILLIE ANTOINETTE
MILLER

Whereas, It is a long and honorable tradi-
tion for elected Officials to recognize the
outstanding contributions of those individ-
uals
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whose Life Has made an important difference
to people Everywhere, especially in their
own communities; and

Whereas, Such persons serve as role models
and an Inspiration to people at home and
abroad; and

Whereas, Dame Billie, a national of the
independent nation of Barbados in the Carib-
bean, is unquestionably such a major con-
tributor; and

Whereas, Dame Billie Miller is being cited
and honored at the annual Caribbean Multi-
national Business Conference 2005 in St.
Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands for service
to Barbados, the Caribbean and the inter-
national community, serving as a member of
her nation’s parliament for more than 25
years; Deputy Prime Minister for almost a
decade; Minister of Foreign Affairs and For-
eign Trade since 1994; was the first woman to
sit in the cabinet of Barbados, for several
years was the only woman serving as an at-
torney at the private Bar of Barbados, and
holds the distinction of being the first
woman to be elected Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Association since its establish-
ment in 1911; and

Whereas, Dame Billie, one of the Carib-
bean’s longest Serving cabinet ministers,
was President of the 32nd Regular Session of
the General Assembly of the Organization of
American States in 2002; was Chairman of
the Inter-American Development Bank’s Ad-
visory Council on Women and Development
in the Western Hemisphere; and in 1998 was
President of the African, Caribbean and Pa-
cific States Council of Ministers and is the
current chairman of the Inter-American Par-
liamentary Group on Population and Devel-
opment in the Western Hemisphere; now,
therefore be it

Resolved, That we salute and commend
Dame Billie Miller for her distinguished and
unblemished record of service to humanity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on November 7,
2005, | missed rollcall votes Nos. 570-572.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on H. Con. Res. 260, a resolution recognizing
the 40th anniversary of the Second Vatican
Council's promulgation of Noestra Aetate;
“aye” on H.R. 1973, the Water for the Poor
Act of 2005; and “aye” on H. Res. 444, the
Gynecological Resolution for Advancement of
Ovarian Cancer Education.

HONORING DR. KENNY ANTHONY
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this coming
weekend, between November 10 and 13, |
and more than 20 of our colleagues in the
House will be meeting and participating in the
10th annual Caribbean Multi-national Business
Conference sponsored by the New York Carib
News in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
where we will be enjoying the hospitality of
Carib News publishers Karl and Faye Rodney
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and Delegate DONNA CHRISTIAN CHRISTENSEN.

Over the last decade the conference has

brought together elected officials, civic lead-

ers, entrepreneurs, and executives of major
corporations to explore opportunities for
growth and expansion in the emerging mar-
kets and developing economies of the Carib-
bean. The conference has significantly contrib-
uted to the building of closer working relation-
ships and personal ties between Caribbean
leadership and the Members of Congress who
have participated. As we approach this year's
conference, | wish to recognize and pay trib-
ute to an outstanding Caribbean leader, Dr.

Kenny Anthony, the Prime Minister of St.

Lucia by placing in the CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD the text of a proclamation to be

awarded at the conference:

A PROCLAMATION CELEBRATING THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF DR. KENNY ANTHONY, PRIME
MINISTER, ST. LUCIA
Whereas, It is an established and honorable

tradition for elected officials to recognize

the outstanding contributions of those per-
sons whose leadership, scholarship and total
life’s work have helped to transform people’s
lives for the better, especially in their own
countries and region; and

Whereas, Such committed leaders are reli-
able foundations on which sustained eco-
nomic growth and human development are
built, paving the way for a better standard of
living for all, particularly the poor, and are
therefore an inspiration to people at home
and abroad; and

Whereas, Dr. Kenny, a national and Prime

Minister of the independent nation of St.

Lucia is obviously one such leader and a

dedicated public servant; and
Whereas, Dr. Kenny Anthony, an attorney

and recognized legal expert with graduate
degrees in law, including a PhD from the

University of Birmingham in England, is

being cited and honored at the annual Carib-

bean Multi- National Business Conference

2005 in St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands

for his service to his country of birth, the

wider Caribbean community and developing
nations generally, serving as head of Govern-
ment in St. Lucia at a time when the coun-
try has gained international recognition for
its pace of human development; is the Carib-
bean Community, Caricom, lead Prime Min-
ister on governance and jurisprudence; and
Whereas, The Prime Minister has led St.
Lucia with distinction for almost a decade
while directing much of the work on the his-
toric creation of the Caribbean Court of Jus-
tice and showing the world that St. Lucia
which has given the world 2 Nobel Prize win-
ners, one in economics and the other in lit-

erature is contributing even more to the im-

provement of the human condition and that

a small nation can be a showcase of talent

and intellect while being an example when it

comes to adhering to the rule of law and par-

liamentary democracy; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That we salute and commend Dr.

Kenny Anthony for his distinguished an un-
blemished record of service to humanity and
for his leadership on the national and inter-
national stages, within Caricom and the
countries which belong to the Organization
of Eastern Caribbean States.

REMEMBERING MS. ROSA PARKS
HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | join the entire
Nation today in mourning the death of Ms.
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Rosa Parks. This humble woman showed how
a single act, the refusal to give up her seat on
a bus to a white man, could change the
course of history. Her actions helped spark the
civil rights movement, inspiring leaders like
Martin Luther King Jr., and led to the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.

Ms. Parks’ courage in an era marked by ra-
cial tension and hatred is still an example to
us today. Indeed, we are all indebted to Ms.
Parks for helping move this country toward
one in which all men and women—black,
Latino, Asian, Native American, white—can
take their rightful place in society.

Ms. Parks’ commitment to justice did not
end with the civil rights movement. She went
on to co-found the Rosa and Raymond Parks
Institute for Self Development to help young
adults attain a higher education, register to
vote, and work toward racial harmony.

In recognition of a lifetime of achievement,
Ms. Parks was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom in 1996 and the Congres-
sional Gold Medal in 1999. She is also the
first woman in history to lie in honor in the
Capitol Rotunda, which is a testament to her
enormous impact on our Nation’s history.

Mr. Speaker, | join all Americans in mourn-
ing the passing of Ms. Rosa Parks. Though
we are saddened by this loss, we are mindful
of the fact that through her life she made our
country a better place, and through her mem-
ory we will never forget the importance of jus-
tice and equality for all Americans.

————

HONORING DIANE ABBOTT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this coming
weekend, between November 10 and 13, |
and more than 20 of our colleagues in the
House will be meeting and participating in the
10th annual Caribbean Multi-national Business
Conference sponsored by the New York Carib
News in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin lIslands
where we will be enjoying the hospitality of
Carib News publishers Karl and Faye Rodney
and Delegate DONNA CHRISTIAN CHRISTENSEN.
Over the last decade the conference has
brought together elected officials, civic lead-
ers, entrepreneurs, and executives of major
corporations to explore opportunities for
growth and expansion in the emerging mar-
kets and developing economies of the Carib-
bean. The conference has significantly contrib-
uted to the building of closer working relation-
ships and personal ties between Caribbean
leadership and the Members of Congress who
have participated. As we approach this year’s
conference, | wish to recognize and pay trib-
ute to an outstanding Caribbean leader, Ms.
Diane Abbott, Member of House of Commons,
United Kingdom by placing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the text of a proclamation to
be awarded at the conference:
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