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INTRODUCTION OF HIS PRIVATE 

BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF JU-
DITH TANJOH AND HER CHIL-
DREN SERGE, MARINE, EMMAN-
UEL AND ROGER TIKUM 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
have introduced a bill for the relief of Judith 
Tanjoh and her children Serge, Marie, Em-
manuel and Roger Tikum. 

This family last entered the United States in 
1988 in A–2 diplomatic status from the Repub-
lic of Cameroon when the now deceased hus-
band of Judith Tanjoh was attached to the 
Cameroon Embassy. For the next several 
years the family lived in lawful status in the 
U.S. through December 31, 1997 when the 
husband was recalled to the Cameroon be-
cause of Judith’s political activities against the 
Cameroon government. 

Cameroon has been found by the U.S. 
State Department’s Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices to possess a ‘‘poor 
human rights record’’, continuing to commit 
‘‘numerous serious abuses’’. After her hus-
band’s recall, Judith decided to file for asylum. 
However, in turn her application was denied 
by the INS Asylum Office, the Immigration 
Judge, the Board of Immigration Appeals, and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit. 

When the Board of Immigration Appeals ‘‘af-
firmed without opinion’’ the denial of the asy-
lum application by the Immigration Judge on 
December 17, 2002, it also permitted the fam-
ily to ‘‘voluntarily depart the U.S. . . . within 
30 days from the date of this order or any ex-
tension beyond that time as may be granted 
by the district director [of the INS]’’. Within that 
30-day period, Judith’s attorneys filed for an 
extension of the voluntary departure period 
and a Petition for Review in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 4th Circuit. Each filing was in 
accordance with the family’s statutory and reg-
ulatory rights. 

The INS has never responded to the re-
quest for extension of the voluntary departure 
period. The 4th Circuit issued its mandate on 
November 10, 2003 ‘‘enforcing the Board’s 
order of December 17, 2002’’. Of course, part 
of that order was permitting the family to vol-
untarily depart within 30 days. 

While these proceedings were pending, INS 
issued Judith authorization to work and she 
obtained employment as a certified nursing 
assistant. Her employer has sponsored her 
(and her children derivatively) for lawful per-
manent residence via the Labor Certification 
process. That application, initially filed prior to 
April 30, 2001, has been certified by the U.S. 
Department of Labor and an Immigrant Work-
er’s Visa Classification Petition has been 
pending with INS since July, 2003. 

An INS General Counsel’s Memo advises 
INS Government Attorneys to no longer apply 
the ‘‘exceptional and compelling cir-
cumstances’’ standard to motions to reopen 
for consideration of adjustment of status to 
lawful permanent residence for persons who 
have been in deportation proceedings. The 
Memo instructs that the INS should join in 
such a motion (which otherwise could not be 
filed if more than 3 months have expired since 
the decision of the Board of Immigration Ap-

peals) if the alien is statutorily eligible and 
warrants a favorable exercise of discretion. Ju-
dith’s attorneys have twice requested the INS 
Chief Counsel’s Office in Baltimore to join in 
such a motion in this case. Since Judith’s 
labor certification was timely filed to allow her 
to adjust her status to permanent residence, 
she is statutorily eligible. 

The family also clearly warrants a favorable 
exercise of discretion. Judith has been a hard-
working, tax-paying certified nursing assistant 
for several years as she has worked with INS 
permission. The children have successfully 
progressed through our school system for the 
last 15 years. 

The Tanjoh/Tikum family are not criminals. 
They are not terrorists. The children fear being 
uprooted from their true home in the U.S. and 
forced to live in a human rights abusive coun-
try which they do not know and whose pre- 
dominant language they do not speak. 

Yet, the INS Government Attorneys have 
coldly rejected each overture for clemency. 
First, by insisting that the harsher ‘‘exceptional 
and compelling circumstances’’ standard ap-
plies and that these circumstances were nei-
ther exceptional nor compelling. Second, by 
stating that the family was not statutorily eligi-
ble for permanent residence because they 
overstayed the Board of Immigration Appeals’ 
December 17, 2002 Order granting a 30-day 
voluntary departure period even though the 
INS has never responded to the extension re-
quests and even though the family timely pur-
sued their Petition for Review rights to the 4th 
Circuit which only enforced the Board’s Order 
on November 10, 2003. 

Therefore, today I have introduced a Private 
Bill that will enable Judith Tanjoh and the 
Tikum children to obtain permanent residency. 
I hope my action today will help bring this 
heartbreaking story to a close. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
BARNEY KILIAN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Barney Kilian, af-
fectionately known as the ‘‘Mayor of Old 
Brooklyn,’’ and beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, community ac-
tivist, expert gardener and friend to countless 
people in Cleveland’s Old Brooklyn neighbor-
hood and far beyond. 

Mr. Kilian lived life with great joy and energy 
and was always willing to offer assistance to 
anyone in need. His unwavering focus on the 
welfare of the Old Brooklyn neighborhood ex-
tended beyond the lines of ward borders. His 
life-long interest in local politics never sub-
sided; Mr. Kilian was an active member of the 
Democratic Party and was elected to serve as 
Precinct Committeeman in Ward 15. 

In the Spring of 1980, at the age of 72, Mr. 
Kilian led a volunteer effort to clean up and re-
store the historic Benjamin Franklin Commu-
nity Gardens. Neglected for decades, the Gar-
dens had become overgrown with weeds, 
rocks and refuse. Though a daunting task, Mr. 
Kilian welcomed the challenge of renewing the 
site, which is the largest community garden in 
Cuyahoga County. Armed with a generous 

heart and quick wit, Mr. Kilian, with support 
from the Old Brooklyn Community Develop-
ment Corporation, led neighborhood volun-
teers in transforming the seven-acre site into 
220 plots of thriving, flourishing gardens. He 
restored the teaching garden utilized by adja-
cent Benjamin Franklin Elementary School 
and set aside several plots where produce 
was specifically grown to help feed Cleve-
land’s hungry. For 21 consecutive growing 
seasons, Mr. Kilian kept a watchful eye on the 
Gardens. Making several trips a week, he 
loaded up his old car and delivered the 
produce to area hunger centers, including the 
Brookside Center, St. Herman’s, St. Mary’s 
and St. Augustine’s. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor, remembrance and gratitude to Mr. 
Barney Kilian, whose life was framed by kind-
ness, humor and devotion to his community. I 
offer my condolences to his daughters, June, 
Diane and Donald; to the memory of his late 
wife, Janet and late son, Raymond; to his son- 
in-law, Charles; to his grandchildren, 
Charlene, Christine, Cheryl, Lisa and Ray-
mond Jr.; to his four great-grandchildren; and 
to his many friends. Although Barney Kilian 
will be deeply missed, his love for the people 
of Old Brooklyn and their love for him will rise 
every Spring with the first sign of radiant color 
rising from Benjamin Franklin Gardens along 
Spring Road, and far beyond. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO GOVERNOR 
ED RENDELL AND CONGRESS-
MAN BOB BRADY 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005 

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend Governor Ed Rendell and Congressman 
BOB BRADY of Pennsylvania for their key roles 
in facilitating successful contract negotiations 
between the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority (SEPTA) and the 
labor union. 

The following article, ‘‘The Pair Who Pow-
ered the SEPTA Deal,’’ illustrates Governor 
Rendell’s and Congressman BRADY’s skillful 
and active leadership in resolving the issues 
between the parties. They saw a large prob-
lem facing the region and without hesitation 
waded in, rolled up their sleeves, and brought 
everyone together. I believe their hands-on 
approach and the confidence that both sides 
placed in their ability to handle the issues fair-
ly serves as an excellent reminder of the kind 
of dedicated public service everyone looks for 
in their elected leaders. 

[From the Philadelphia Inquirer, Nov. 8, 
2005] 

THE PAIR WHO POWERED THE SEPTA DEAL 
(By Larry King and Marcia Gelbart) 

At 3:45 a.m. yesterday, he paced alone on 
an empty, shadowed sidewalk at Broad and 
Walnut Streets. 

He was not part of the SEPTA contract ne-
gotiations taking place above him on the 
11th floor of the Bellevue in Center City. But 
like an anxious mother hen, neither was he 
ever far from them. 

A passerby recognized the barrel-chested 
figure in the dark-blue warm-up suit, a 
thatch of gray curls atop his head. 

Congressman Brady? 
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‘‘Yeah, how you doin’?’’ came the familiar 

gruff voice. 
Any news? ‘‘They’re done.’’ 
Done? When? ‘‘About 10 minutes ago.’’ 
Two hours passed before Gov. Rendell 

emerged with union and SEPTA leaders to 
announce the deal that ended the region’s 
transit strike. Together, the governor and 
U.S. Rep. Robert A. Brady (D., Phila.) were 
called prime catalysts in events leading to 
the proposed settlement. 

The duo worked like this: Rendell relied on 
his power over the state-created agency, and 
Brady relied on his patience to deal with the 
personalities of its managers and union lead-
ers. 

As for other officials, State Sen. Vincent J. 
Fumo (D., Phila.) was around but talking 
mostly through the ear of Brady. House 
Speaker John M. Perzel (R., Phila.) was set 
to jump in today, at a scheduled meeting at 
the Holiday Inn City Line, with SEPTA 
board chairman Pasquale T. ‘‘Pat’’ Dean. 

And Mayor Street played a low-key role. 
He met with union leaders for five hours on 
Friday, phoned Deon later that day, and then 
made at least two calls to the governor late 
Sunday. 

While Street was limited by strained ties 
with Harrisburg lawmakers, Rendell had ‘‘no 
choice’’ but to wade in, said J. Whyatt 
Mondesire, president of the Philadelphia 
chapter of the NAACP. 

Rendell ‘‘could not have an election cam-
paign gearing up after the holidays, and a 
bitter public-transit strike in his backyard,’’ 
he said. 

And Brady, Mondesire said, was ‘‘a natural 
bridge . . . . He talks a straight working-
man’s kind of language . . . and because he 
has political connections, the SEPTA people 
listen to him.’’ 

All involved with the negotiations said 
Brady—a labor leader from the carpenters’ 
union and a peacemaker with a long record 
of settling feuds as a longtime head of the 
city’s Democratic Party—cajoled them to 
talk, to keep talking, to talk until their 
minds could meet. 

Brady ‘‘was very instrumental in this,’’ 
said Jeffrey Brooks, president of Transport 
Workers Union Local 234. 

Brady, of course, demurred—just as he did 
seven years ago at the end of the last SEPTA 
strike when he stood three rows deep at a 
news conference to announce a deal he 
helped broker to end that 40-day walkout. 

‘‘I just keep ’em talking, that’s all,’’ he 
said in yesterday’s early hours. ‘‘They didn’t 
talk for what—two, three days? This morn-
ing I met with the governor and Jeff at 8. 
They agreed to try and kick-start this thing 
back again. I told them, ‘If you do, please 
don’t stop until it’s over. It’s got to be done 
sooner or later, so why not do it sooner in-
stead of later?’ ’’ 

Brady was the first politician to visibly in-
ject himself into the negotiations, turning 
up late Tuesday as the contract negotiations 
briefly resumed at the Crowne Plaza hotel. 

Rendell, meanwhile, was the hands-on deal 
maker. He spoke out first from Harrisburg 
on Thursday, warning both sides that the 
strike was ‘‘killing’’ chances of getting the 
dedicated source of state funding that the 
perennially strapped SEPTA so sorely needs, 

And once in town, he said, he made a point 
of sitting down with Brooks and assuring 
him that SEPTA’s pot of money for crafting 
a deal was finite—that it was all a matter of 
slicing it fairly. 

That was the point made at a noon meet-
ing on Sunday, where Brooks made his case 
to 50 or so mostly elected officials whom 
BRADY assembled at the Democratic City 
Committee headquarters. 

‘‘That’s one thing we made clear to both 
sides,’’ Rendell said. ‘‘If the strike goes on 

too much longer, or if the settlement is not 
seen as affordable, then that seriously de-
creases our chances of getting dedicated 
funding.’’ 

City Councilman Michael A. Nutter said, 
‘‘That meeting was certainly a part of what 
led to the contract.’’ 

All week long, Brady had been calling 
Brooks two or three times a day. Now, in 
what would be the final moments, Rendell 
and his staff stuck side by side with 
SEPTA’s chief labor negotiator, Patrick 
Battel, from ‘‘basically 9 a.m. Sunday until 
we signed the memorandum of agreement at 
5:30 a.m.,’’ according to Battel. The gov-
ernor, he said, ‘‘is a skilled mediator and a 
skilled politician.’’ 

To be sure, there were other factors. 
‘‘Looming in people’s minds was the 40-day 

strike,’’ said State Rep. Dwight Evans (D., 
Phila.). ‘‘People knew they could not afford 
to do that.’’ 

There was also, he said, the uncertain fate 
of SEPTA’s financial future. 

‘‘Rendell’s message was ‘there is not going 
to be any new money,’ and that is the same 
message Perzel and I were putting together 
as legislative leaders,’’ Evans said. 

As it turned out, that message was no 
longer needed. 
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LEGAL SERVICES OF NORTHERN 
VIRGINIA: CELEBRATING 25 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor a commendable and worthwhile non- 
profit organization which operates in my con-
gressional district, the Legal Services of North-
ern Virginia. 

Legal Services of Northern Virginia (LSNV) 
is celebrating its 25th year of providing free 
legal assistance and representation to those in 
our society who are unable to secure it on 
their own. The founders and staff of this in-
valuable organization have dedicated their 
time and energy to give voice to those who 
often go unheard. 

The mission of Legal Services is to provide 
necessary legal assistance to low income indi-
viduals and families. The organization assists 
its clients on a wide range of issues including 
family law, consumer protections, housing, 
employment, and access to health care. 

Through the work of LSNV, thousands of el-
igible residents in Northern Virginia have 
gained access to health care; moved into af-
fordable housing, received over due child sup-
port payments to care for their children, and 
achieved citizenship in our great country. 

Legal Services of Northern Virginia is an ex-
ample of a great equalizer in our society. 
Without its extraordinary work and commit-
ment of its staff, conscientious instructions and 
assistance, thousands of residents in Northern 
Virginia would not be able to pursue their legal 
rights and responsibilities. 

Over the course of 25 years, LSNV has 
made sure that rights are more than theo-
retical concepts. It has worked to ensure that 
our laws and legal protections apply to all men 
and women equally, without regard to race, re-
ligion, or income level. 

I am proud to stand before you today, in the 
House of the people, to recognize the great 

accomplishments of Legal Services of North-
ern Virginia. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. BILL JANIS 
AS A FELLOW TO NORTH-
WESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstanding member of the 
Traverse City, Michigan community, Mr. Wil-
liam G. Janis. On September 23, Mr. Janis 
was appointed a Fellow to Northwestern 
Michigan College. Mr. Janis’ service to North-
western Michigan College (NMC) stands as a 
shining example to us all. 

Mr. Janis’ service to NMC spans a wide 
range of roles including that of member and 
officer of the Board of Trustees; as a pas-
sionate leader and supporter in helping estab-
lish the Michigan Technical Education Center 
and as a life-long philanthropist whose efforts 
have helped establish the University Center, 
Dennos Museum Center, M–TEC and the 
Great Lakes Campus. 

Born to George and Mary Janis in 1943, Mr. 
Janis is the oldest child in the Janis family. He 
attended school in Grosse Isle, Michigan and 
graduated from Grosse Isle High School in 
1961. After graduation, he went on to serve 
his country in the United States Marine Corps. 
Upon being honorably discharged from the 
military, he continued his education at Michi-
gan State University where Mr. Janis grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1970. 

Upon graduating from Michigan State, Mr. 
Janis took a job with Century, Inc. in Wyan-
dotte, Michigan. He worked in Wyandotte until 
he and seven employees moved the business 
to Traverse City, Michigan in 1974. Today, Mr. 
Janis is the owner and President of Century, 
Inc.; a business which employs two-hundred 
and eighty workers. 

In 1976, Bill Janis and Susie Kildee ex-
changed marriage vows. Together, with their 
children from previous marriages, Eddie and 
Julie, they became a family. Bill and Susie 
Janis still reside in Traverse City where Mrs. 
Janis serves on a number of community 
boards and charities. Mr. Janis is an active 
member of the Munson Hospital Board, the 
Knife and Fork Club, and a Board Member of 
Huntington National Bank. In addition, Mr. 
Janis is also the owner of Leorie Vineyards in 
Traverse City and a partner in Black Star 
Farm’s Winery. 

Aside from his many business ventures, Mr. 
Janis remains an active member of the Detroit 
Men’s Club and is an honorary member of the 
Michigan State Varsity Athletic Club. Mr. Janis 
is also an avid golfer with memberships to 
some of the country’s most prestigious golf 
clubs including The Bear in North Palm 
Beach, Florida; Hobe Sound in Hobe Sound, 
Florida; The Medalist in Marshall, Michigan; 
and the Grand Traverse Resort in Acme, 
Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in recognizing Mr. Bill 
Janis for being named a Fellow to North-
western Michigan College and for his tireless 
service to the college and the organizations he 
provides with dedicated leadership. Beyond 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:55 Nov 10, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A09NO8.030 E09NOPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T22:01:08-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




