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though the world has the means to rescue
them.

Last month, world leaders met in New
York to try and forge a common response to
these challenges. Leaders of both rich and
poor countries committed themselves to de-
tailed policies which, if fully implemented,
could reduce hunger and poverty by 50 per
cent in the next ten years. They decided to
create new UN bodies for promoting human
rights and building lasting peace in war-torn
countries. They promised to fight terrorism
in all its forms, and to take collective ac-
tion, when needed, to save populations from
genocide and other heinous crimes. They de-
cided on important reforms of the UN Secre-
tariat. But on climate change and Security
Council reform they could make only weak
statements. And on nuclear proliferation and
disarmament they could not agree at all.

They have left us a great deal of work to
do. Today, as we mark the 60th anniversary
of our indispensable institution, I promise
you that I will do my part, and that I will be
working with Member States to help them
do theirs. I am glad the United Nations can
count on the continued support and commit-
ment of you all as we pursue our shared mis-
sion.”

That concludes the message from the Sec-
retary-General.

Ladies and gentlemen, ‘‘the time to reform
the United Nations is now. And we must
seize this opportunity together.”” These are
words from Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice in her first speech before the United Na-
tions General Assembly in September.

The 2005 World Summit lived up to being a
once-in-a-generation event for the United
Nations. With breakthroughs in adopting
strategies to fight poverty and disease, cre-
ating new machinery to win the peace in
war-torn countries, and pledging collective
action to prevent genocide, progress was
made across a broader front than on any
other single occasion in the 60 year history
of the organization. Major advancements
were made on terrorism, human rights, de-
mocracy, management of the Secretariat,
peacekeeping and humanitarian response.
And doors were opened to further action on
global public health, global warming and me-
diation.

Now, member states will turn to the tough
task of implementing what was agreed, and
to continue work on the critical differences
that remain. Many items must be completed
during the 60th session of the General As-
sembly, ending next September. With so
much to do in such a short period of time,
civil society will be essential to keeping tabs
on progress and keeping all parties involved
accountable. While the Summit has come
and gone, the hard work is just beginning.

First, on management reform, world lead-
ers committed to reviewing extensive man-
agement reforms to make the Secretariat
more efficient, more effective and more ac-
countable. This will include a review by the
Secretary-General of all ongoing mandates
in the first 55 years of the organization, as
well as a thorough assessment of the organi-
zation’s antiquated human resources and
budget rules. The Secretary-General is mov-
ing forward expeditiously on his own author-
ity to establish an independent ethics office,
which will protect whistleblowers and ensure
more extensive financial disclosure.

Second, world leaders agreed to strengthen
the organization’s human rights machinery
across the board. The High Commissioner for
Human Rights is moving ahead to implement
her plan of action, supported by the Sum-
mit’s commitment to double the office’s reg-
ular budget. Building on the groundbreaking
agreement to create a new Human Rights
Council, the President of the General Assem-
bly will soon begin conducting negotiations
to finalize agreement on important details.
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Third, progress must continue on ter-
rorism. The Summit outcome produced for
the first time, an unqualified condemnation
of terrorism ‘“‘in all its forms and manifesta-
tions, committed by whomever, wherever
and for whatever purposes.” The work in the
coming months will be to build on that sim-
ple statement to complete a comprehensive
convention against terrorism by the end of
September, and forge a global counter-ter-
rorism strategy that weakens terrorists and
strengthens the international community.

Fourth, the final details must be locked
down on the Peace-building Commission to
get it up and running by the end of the year.
Almost all the key details have now been
agreed, but the next few months will be crit-
ical to operationalizing the commission. The
Secretariat is already moving forward to set
up a support office and a standing fund to
support the commission.

Fifth, with an ambitious commitment to
add $50 billion a year for development, the
Summit removed any doubt about the global
support for the Millennium Development
Goals. Every developing country is now
pledged to formulate and implement a na-
tional strategy bold enough to achieve those
development objectives by 2015. For their
part, developed countries must now deliver
on their pledges to boost financing for devel-
opment and relieve debt.

With each passing week it becomes dra-
matically clearer how much the world’s lead-
ers agreed to at the Summit. This is equally
true about the sheer amount of work ahead.
Every effort must be made to see the prom-
ise outlined by world leaders fulfilled. If we
do that, we will help save millions of lives,
and give hope to billions of people—a fitting
achievement to mark the 60th anniversary of
the United Nations, and a platform from
which to do even more in the years ahead.

Let us celebrate United Nations Day.
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Mr. POMERQY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the remarkable service of a remark-
able man, Stephen Moseley, on the occasion
of his 35th anniversary with the Academy for
Educational Development.

In 1987, AED promoted Steve Moseley to
be their President and CEO. Since assuming
these responsibilities, he continues to provide
dynamic, forward-thinking direction to AED, an
organization whose global impact has grown
beyond measure under Steve Moseley’s lead-
ership.

The reach of AED’s mission is incredible.
They are operating more than 250 programs
in more than 150 countries in Africa, Asia, Eu-
rope, Latin America, the Near East and North
America.

Their programs address development of
human capacity and opportunity, focused on
expanding and improving education, health
care, and economic growth.

Indeed, education has always been Mr.
Moseley’s passion. He has devoted himself to
increasing access to education for the world’s
poorest children, strongly supporting Edu-
cation for All initiatives to get all children into
school and serving as the founding chairman
of the Basic Education Coalition.

I will never forget the chance | had to ac-
company Steve Moseley into the countries of
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Mali and Ghana to observe the girls’ basic
education program that AED ran in those
countries.

Even as | learned of the substance and suc-
cess of the programs, | closely watched how
Steve interacted with the children whose lives
were being uplifted and changed at the
chance for schooling AED was providing. The
gleam in his eye and the beaming smile on his
face conveyed the true personal depth and
commitment Steve has brought to this mis-
sion.

One village elder described the importance
of the AED girls’ education program as “bring-
ing light into a dark room.” The same could be
said for the life work of Steve Moseley. He
has brought the light of hope and opportunity
to thousands of deserving souls in every cor-
ner of this world.

Here in the United States, Mr. Moseley has
been dedicated to improving educational qual-
ity from preschool through college. He has
nurtured efforts to improve Migrant Head Start
programs, middle-grade education through the
Middle Start project, high schools through the
Schools for a New Society project, and teach-
er training through the Teachers for a New
Era initiative.

He is very active in the development com-
munity, serving on the boards of InterAction,
the U.S. Global Leadership Campaign, the Co-
alition for American Leadership Abroad, and is
a member of the steering committee of the
International Educational Training Coalition.

A past president of the Washington Chapter
of the Society for International Development,
Mr. Moseley now sits on the organization’s
International Governing Council and serves as
its treasurer.

Mr. Moseley graduated with a B.A. in
English from the University of Hartford in
1967. In 1989 he was awarded a Doctor of
Humane Letters, Honorary Degree, by his
alma mater, and in 1997 he was elected to the
University of Hartford’s Board of Regents.

| am pleased to be able to recognize Steve
on this milestone and to honor him for a truly
remarkable career with the Academy for Edu-
cational Development.
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Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
on Friday, October 28, 2005, | had an engage-
ment in North Carolina and missed two rollcall
votes. | ask that my absence be excused, and
that the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD show that
had | been present:

For rollcall No. 555, | would have voted
“no”; and for rollcall No. 556, | would have
voted “aye.”

———

RECOGNITION OF ATOMIC AND
DEPLETED URANIUM VETERANS

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2005

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | urge support for
two bills | have just introduced, H.R. 4183, the
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“Recognition of Forgotten Atomic Veterans
and their Surviving Spouses Act” and “H.R.
4184, the “You Were There, You Get Care
Act.”

In the preparation of these bills, | am in-
debted to Earl J. Lee, member of the National
Association of Atomic Veterans (NAAV) and
National District VI Chairman of the AMVETS
RECA (Radiation Exposure Compensation
Act) Program. Resolutions supporting the pro-
visions in these bills have been passed by the
National AMVETS.

For too long, many Atomic Veterans and
veterans exposed to Depleted Uranium have
been on the outside looking in and wondering
why? Were they not loyal and faithful in their
military service? Do they not deserve com-
pensation or care for their illnesses?

H.R. 4183, the “Recognition of Forgotten
Atomic Veterans and their Surviving Spouses
Act”, directs the Department of Justice to ob-
tain the records of all Atomic Veterans from
the Department of Energy Operations Office in
Nevada. Using these records, they are to lo-
cate and advise all veterans or their surviving
widows of their rights under RECA and guide
them in filing a claim for the compensation
that is due them.

RECA is the program passed by Congress
in 1990 (P.L. 101-426) that provides compas-
sionate payments to individuals who contract
cancers and other serious diseases as a result
of their exposure to radiation from above
ground tests of nuclear weapons or from em-
ployment in underground uranium mines.

Because the VA did not provide medical
care to Atomic Veterans in many cases, many
died at an early age. So there are thousands
of widows, many on fixed incomes, who have
never heard of RECA and do not know that
they may be eligible for compensation. My bill
will help them apply and receive substantial
compassionate payments to ease their bur-
den.

Depleted uranium is an incredibly effective
weapon, but its residue has a half-life of 4 bil-
lion years and many believe that it is a car-
cinogen. We simply cannot allow another gen-
eration of veterans to be treated as were the
Atomic Veterans! H.R. 4184, the “You Were
There, You Get Care Act”, ensures that vet-
erans who served in the 1991 Gulf War and
subsequent conflicts will be considered “serv-
ice-connected disabled” for any illnesses cur-
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rently covered by RECA and other diseases
found by the Veterans” Affairs Secretary to re-
sult from DU exposure.

For example, veterans serving in the 1991
Gulf War or those providing clean-up or serv-
icing of vehicles or equipment that had been
in the Persian Gulf, shall be considered as ex-
posed and if they are ill, their illnesses shall
be deemed “service-connected” with the ac-
companying VA health care and VA com-
pensation provided.

In addition, this bill calls for an in-depth
medical study to be conducted by independent
civilian medical entities, independent of the
Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs,
to determine other diseases that may result
from exposure to depleted uranium. A copy of
the study will be sent to the Senate and
House Veterans’ Affairs Committees.

We need to ensure that veterans from the
Gulf War and all wars waged since will not die
an early and painful death without the health
care and compensation they need and de-
serve.

Taken together, H.R. 4183, and H.R. 4184
makes a bold statement—that when young
men and women volunteer for service, they
can count on their government to compensate
them and care for them if their service lends
to illnesses. These assurances are so impor-
tant and so necessary and should aid in the
recruitment and retention of military personnel.

———

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL
TERRY TUCKER

HON. RON LEWIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2005

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay public tribute to a remarkable sol-
dier and citizen from my home state. Major
General Terry Tucker recently relinquished
command of the Fort Knox or School, bringing
to a close a 3-year tenure marked by unprece-
dented growth and change at one of Amer-
ica’s most important military installations.

Generl Tucker joined the Army in 1972,
signing in at the same building at Fort Knox
where, 31 years later, he would take full instal-
lation command. Raised on a dirt farm in West
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Virginia, General Tucker, with the help of an
Army scholarship was the first member of his
family to graduate from college. After com-
pleting his initial 4-year obligation to the Army,
General Tucker and his wife Patti went on to
fulfill a wide variety of military assignments at
home and abroad throughout their 33 years of
service to our country.

Upon his return to Fort Knox, first as Deputy
Commanding General in 2000, then as Com-
manding General in 2003, General Tucker
presided over a wide scope of critical respon-
sibilities. Along with managing on-base train-
ing, he was authorized to develop and imple-
ment training for the entire United States
Mounted Force, changing the way soldiers are
trained to meet a new wartime mission. Gen-
eral Tucker successfully matched this training
with a strong focus on improved combat sys-
tems and equipment, such as the Abrams tank
and the Bradley IFV, to meet new and emerg-
ing threats.

During his time at Fort Knox, General Tuck-
er’s leadership inspired officers and civilians to
be good neighbors, making Fort Knox and its
surrounding communities a better place to live
and work. In this capacity, General Tucker
worked hard to build partnerships with com-
munity organizations to support Fort Knox Sol-
diers and their families. General Tucker also
oversaw critical improvements to the Garrison
and IMA, modernizing facilities to enhance
Fort Knox’s future viability.

Perhaps General Tucker's most enduring
legacy to the citizens of my congressional dis-
trict will be his tireless promotion of Fort
Knox’s military value during Base Realignment
and Closure proceedings this year. Because
of his efforts, Fort Knox remains open, adapt-
ing to a new mission as a vital multi-functional
home to operational army forces and various
administrative commands.

It is my great privilege to recognize Major
General Terry Tucker today, before the entire
U.S. House of Representatives, for his lifelong
example of leadership and service. | would
like to thank him personally for his exemplary
stewardship at Fort Knox during a time of war
and administrative transition. His unique
achievements and dedication to the men and
women of the U.S. Army make him an out-
standing American worthy of our collective
honor and respect.
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