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SALUTE TO HURRICANE VOLUN-
TEER MARC OBERLIN OF SAVE- 
A-LOT 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute those individuals and organizations that 
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of 
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of 
the States along the gulf coast have endured 
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and I know that the generosity of North 
Texans played a vital role in bringing some 
peace into their lives. 

Today, I want to specifically thank one man, 
his store and his donation. Marc Oberlin, from 
Save-A-Lot donated $5,572 worth of various 
food and supplies for volunteers during hurri-
cane Katrina. 

Save-A-Lot is one of the Nation’s leading 
extreme value, limited assortment grocery 
chains, operating value-oriented stores in all 
types of neighborhoods—urban, rural and sub-
urban. Today the company’s annual system- 
wide retail sales exceed $4 billion and are ex-
pected to grow as the company expands its 
store network. 

I stand here today to sincerely thank Marc 
Oberlin for his donation. It is people like him 
that I am proud to call a fellow Texan. 
Through his contribution, he not only stands 
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but 
he serves as an inspiration to others. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. LEON 
LYNCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and honor that I congratulate 
Mr. Leon Lynch on his retirement from the po-
sition as United Steel Workers of America 
Vice President of Human Affairs. Leon has 
spent nearly 40 years dedicating his life to the 
interests of the USWA and many social and 
political organizations throughout the country. 
His career at the USWA has allowed him the 
opportunity to touch the lives of numerous 
people. In honor of his gracious service to the 
USWA, there will be a celebration of his ac-
complishments on Friday, October 28, 2005, 
at the Genesis Convention Center in Gary, IN. 

Leon Lynch has accomplished many vision-
ary goals throughout his career. Leon joined 
USWA Local 1011 in 1956 at the Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube Company Mill in East Chicago, 
Indiana. He has served on many local commit-
tees and was President of the YS&T Federal 
Credit Union. In 1968 Leon was named a staff 
representative and an International Represent-

ative in 1973. In 1994, he was appointed by 
President Bill Clinton to the Advisory Council 
on Unemployment Compensation. In 1995, 
Leon was elected to the AFL–CIO Executive 
Council, and in December of 2000, President 
Clinton appointed Leon to the Air Traffic Serv-
ice Board of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. 

Not only has Leon had many positive ac-
complishments throughout his career at the 
USWA, he has also actively contributed to his 
community through participation in various 
programs aimed at improving opportunities for 
people. Leon is a member of the executive 
committee of the Democratic National Com-
mittee, Chairman of the A. Philip Randolph In-
stitute, President of the Workers Defense 
League, a board member of the National En-
dowment for Democracy, and a member of the 
Labor Roundtable of the National Black Cau-
cus of State Legislators. 

Leon has served six terms as the USWA’s 
International Vice President for Human Affairs. 
He was appointed to that post when it was 
created by the USWA’s 18th Constitutional 
Convention in 1976. As Vice President, he 
oversees the USWA’s civil rights and human 
rights efforts. He chairs the Container Industry 
Conference and handles the negotiations for 
Rexam, Crown Cork & Seal, and Silgan Con-
tainers. He also chairs the Public Employees 
Conference, International Constitution Com-
mittee, and the Steelworkers Health and Wel-
fare Fund. 

Leon’s family and friends should be proud of 
his efforts, as his leadership has served as a 
beacon of hope throughout the country. Leon’s 
longstanding commitment to improving the 
quality of life for Steelworkers is truly inspira-
tional and should be commended. Our com-
munity has certainly been rewarded by the 
true service, uncompromising dedication and 
loyalty displayed by Leon Lynch. 

Mr. Speaker, Leon Lynch has given his time 
and efforts selflessly to the members of the 
USWA throughout his years of service. He has 
taught every member of the USWA the true 
meaning of service. I respectfully ask that you 
and my other distinguished colleagues join me 
in congratulating Mr. Leon Lynch for his out-
standing contributions. I am proud to com-
mend him for his lifetime of service and dedi-
cation. 

f 

HONORING GINGER ARMSTRONG 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ginger Armstrong of Tuolumne 
County, California for her tireless service and 
contributions to her community. At the end of 
the month of October, Ms. Armstrong will re-
tire from her position as an Advocacy Consult-
ant with the Tuolumne County Alliance for Re-
sources and the Environment (TuCARE). An 

event to celebrate Ms. Armstrong’s profes-
sional accomplishments and contributions will 
occur on October 27, 2005 in Sonora, Cali-
fornia. 

A native of New Mexico, Ginger Armstrong 
moved to Tuolumne County in 1971, where 
she taught in the Tuolumne County public 
school system for over 20 years. After teach-
ing in the public school system, Ms. Armstrong 
became the Education Coordinator for 
TuCARE, an organization established to ad-
vise the public on conservation practices and 
the utilization of our natural resources. 

In the late 1990’s, Ginger earned the posi-
tion of Executive Director of TuCARE, where 
she demonstrated exemplary leadership on 
issues concerning the long term viability of 
natural resources and conservation of public 
and private lands. 

Together with her husband Jim, the Arm-
strong’s own and operate Jim Armstrong Log-
ging. In addition to the logging operation, the 
Armstrong’s own Snowy Peaks Christmas 
Tree Farm and plan to operate a strawberry 
and blueberry farm. 

Ginger and her husband Jim have two chil-
dren, Matt and Haley. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Ginger Arm-
strong for her years of service to Tuolumne 
County and dedication to natural resource 
issues. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
wishing Ginger many years of continued suc-
cess. 

f 

HONORING CRESCENT ELEMEN-
TARY FOR BECOMING A BLUE 
RIBBON SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I honor Crescent Elementary School 
in Raleigh County, West Virginia for their re-
markable academic achievements. Next 
month, Crescent will receive the highest na-
tional honor in education as a No Child Left 
Behind Blue Ribbon School. Out of 738 
schools in West Virginia, Crescent is one of 
just three to receive the award, and one of 
only 295 in the United States. 

Crescent Elementary School qualifies for 
this award because the school has dramati-
cally improved student performance on the 
State assessment test. In light of the fact that 
62 percent of Crescent’s 284 students, are of 
low socioeconomic background, this accom-
plishment is even more commendable. On the 
State assessment test, the entire school test-
ed in the 80th percentile in math and reading. 
Another great achievement for the school is a 
98 percent attendance rate during the 2004– 
2005 school year. 

At the November ceremony to honor the 
2005 No Child Left Behind-Blue Ribbon 
Schools, United States Assistant Secretary of 
Education, Kevin F. Sullivan, will recognize 
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each recipient and award the representative 
with a plaque. Receiving the award for Cres-
cent Elementary School will be Principal 
Danny Pettry, along with speech teacher 
Stephanie Anderson and first-grade teachers 
Mary Haynes and Pat Hudson. I am very 
proud of the many achievements this school 
has made in its pursuit to educate the future 
leaders of this country. Having an educational 
institution such as Crescent in my State and 
my district is something in which to take pride. 

f 

ESSAY ON THE PLEDGE 

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
submit for the RECORD, the text of an essay by 
Katelin Richter of Watertown, Minnesota, as 
published in the Minneapolis Star-Tribune on 
October 3, 2005. 

Of course the pledge is still relevant. How 
does a trait such as loyalty cease to be rel-
evant? How do liberty and justice for all 
cease to be relevant? How does God cease to 
be relevant? Just because our America is a 
little different than our Founding Fathers’ 
America doesn’t mean that the core values 
that built this Nation have changed. Deep 
down, we are still the same, members of the 
greatest democracy on Earth, where liberty 
and justice are truly for all. 

We have to remember, when pledging, that 
our great Nation is not totally infallible, and 
will never be. We can only try our hardest, 
with the powers we have, to make our Nation 
live up to the pledge. Americans will con-
stantly work to see this goal. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NEW MEXICO 
HOMETOWN HEROES COMMITTEE 

HON. HEATHER WILSON 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the New Mexico 
Hometown Heroes committee and the remark-
able work it has done to find and mark the 
gravesites of recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. Mr. Paul Layer Jr., who has 
served as this organization’s president and his 
team of volunteers worked for many years on 
this project. They spent hundreds of hours re-
searching archived records, excavating histor-
ical battle sites, and exploring cemeteries. As 
a result, our soldiers have a resting place that 
acknowledges the extraordinary deeds that 
they accomplished during their lifetimes. 

The actions taken by Mr. Layer and the 
New Mexico Hometown Heroes Committee 
will allow generations of New Mexicans to re-
member the courage these soldiers showed 
on the battlefield. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Layer and the other mem-
bers of the New Mexico Hometown Heroes 
Committee for their efforts. 

CONGRATULATING JORDAN HUNT 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. Jordan Hunt for receiving the 
Gold Medal of Achievement in Royal Rangers. 

Royal Rangers is an achievement program 
of the Assemblies of God which utilizes an 
outdoor theme to teach positive character, re-
sponsibility, leadership, citizenship and service 
to God, men and country. The Gold Medal of 
Achievement is the highest achievement that 
can be earned in the Royal Ranger Program. 

Mr. Hunt is a freshman at Marcus High 
School in Flower Mound, Texas. His achieve-
ment represents many years of diligent work 
completing merits, camping and nature skills, 
leadership training camps, memorization, es-
says and service projects. A special service 
honoring Mr. Hunt’s accomplishment is 
planned for November 27, 2005 at Grace 
Community Assembly of God in Flower 
Mound, Texas. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Mr. 
Jordan Hunt on receiving the Gold Medal of 
Achievement. His hard work and dedication to 
excellence warrants the highest achievement 
given by the Royal Rangers Program. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. 
RICHARD KRAME 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and honor that I congratulate 
Mr. Richard Krame on his retirement from the 
Town of Schererville. Dick has spent nearly 50 
years dedicating his life to the interests of the 
residents of Schererville, Indiana. His career 
has allowed him the opportunity to touch the 
lives of numerous people. In honor of his gra-
cious service to the community, there will be 
a celebration of his accomplishments on No-
vember 3, 2005. 

Dick Krame has accomplished many vision-
ary goals throughout his career. Dick was born 
in Chicago, Illinois and entered the United 
States Army in 1943, where his first mission 
was D-Day 1944. Dick was awarded the Croix 
De Guerre-with Star, which was the highest 
decoration a soldier could earn from French 
President Charles De Gaulle. He also received 
a number of U.S. awards for his service in the 
European, African, and Middle Eastern thea-
ters. Dick felt tremendous pride for his coun-
try, and he was willing to endanger his own 
life to protect the lives of his fellow Americans. 
His courage and heroism will always be re-
membered, and his sacrifice will forever live in 
the hearts and minds of those for whom he 
battled. 

After the War, Dick resumed his career with 
Inland Steel. He moved to Schererville, Indi-
ana in 1954, and he became involved with the 
community in 1964. He served as an elected 
member of the Town Board and was Town 
Board President in 1970, 1971, and 1979. In 
1982, Dick retired from his position as a Gen-
eral Foreman with Inland Steel. In 1989, he 

came out of full-time retirement from Inland 
Steel to fill many positions with the Town of 
Schererville. He served as Chairman of the 
Schererville Planning Commission, a member 
of the Police Commission, President of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce Corn Roast, a mem-
ber of the Chamber’s Economic Development 
Commission, and a member of the Quad 
Town Economic Commission. In 1998, Dick 
became the Schererville Town Manager. 

While Dick has dedicated considerable time 
and energy to his work, he has always made 
an extra effort to give back to the community. 
Dick has been an active member of the 
Schererville Lions Club for over 42 years, and 
he was named President of the Lions in 1973 
and 1986. Some other of his involvements in-
clude the Parade Picnic Committee and the 
St. Michael Church Council. The Rotary Club 
of Schererville also presented Dick with their 
2004 Outstanding Citizen Award. 

His work has been improving his community 
for over forty years. Though Dick is dedicated 
to his career and the community of 
Schererville, he has never limited his time and 
love for his family. Dick and his wife, Eleanor, 
have been happily married for thirty years. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
congratulating Mr. Richard Krame for his out-
standing devotion to Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District. His unselfish and lifelong dedi-
cation to those in need is worthy of the high-
est commendation, and I am proud to rep-
resent him in Congress. 

f 

HONORING THE GEMPERLE 
FAMILY 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Gemperle Family of 
Turlock, California upon receiving the 2005 
Distinguished Citizens Award from The Great-
er Yosemite Council, Boy Scouts of America. 
The family will be honored on Wednesday, 
October 26, 2005 at The Greater Yosemite 
Council, Boy Scouts of America 2005 Distin-
guished Citizens Award Dinner in Modesto, 
California. 

As a leader in the egg production business 
in the Turlock area since the 1950’s, the 
Gemperle Family has transformed a small 
family business into an industry-leading, tech-
nology driven company. In addition to the 
great successes achieved in business, the 
Gemperle Family has distinguished itself 
through its leadership and generosity to many 
communities throughout California’s Central 
Valley. 

Ernie T. Gemperle, the family patriarch, has 
served in many positions, including President, 
on his local Boy Scouts of America Executive 
Board. For over 35 years, the Gemperle Fam-
ily has hosted an annual fundraising event to 
benefit the Boy Scouts of America. Moreover, 
the Gemperle Family has earned a well de-
served reputation for supporting numerous 
causes, including Catholic Charities, California 
State University-Stanislaus, and the arts. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the Gemperle 
Family upon receiving the 2005 Distinguished 
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