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She has voted in every Brownsville election
since 1929 and remembers her $1.75 poll tax
vividly. What is most amazing and admirable
is the fact that Ms. De Los Santos is still an
active member of the community and encour-
ages everyone to participate fully in our de-
mocracy by both voting and working at the
polls. Her daughter remembers riding along in
the back of the car as they went from house
to house encouraging members of the com-
munity to vote when she was only 8 years old.

Ms. De Los Santos is a powerhouse of poli-
tics in the South Texas community, and her
support for various candidates is sought and
cherished. | am so proud that she has been
one of my strongest supporters throughout my
23 years in Congress.

Irene has lived a long and rewarding life,
and watched our most important national
events unfold: the passage of the 19th
Amendment, the rise and fall of dictators
around the world, the passage of the Civil
Rights Act, and countless other memorable
events in our Nation’s history. Through it all,
Ms. De Los Santos says she has enjoyed her
life and would not change anything.

Her extended family includes three sons
and two daughters, 16 grandchildren, 29
great-grandchildren, 11 great-great grand-
children, and 10 great-great-great grand-
children. Everyone, that totals to 71 potential
votes, and we all know that elections have
been won or lost by fewer votes. Even now,
Ms. De Los Santos encourages her entire
family to vote and continues to look on as her
fellow voters come in and out of the polls.

Today | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this extraordinary woman for her con-
tributions to her community and our Nation,
and for her active participation our Nation’s
history. May the next century be as wonderful
for her as the past 99 years.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN
FOOD CONSUMPTION ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 19, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 554) to prevent
legislative and regulatory functions from
being usurped by civil liability actions
brought or continued against food manufac-
turers, marketers, distributors, advertisers,
sellers, an trade associations for claims of
injury relating to a person’s weight gain,
obesity, or any health condition associated
with weight gain or obesity, with Mrs. MIL-
LER of Michigan in the chair.

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Chairman, encour-
aging personal responsibility is something we
all support in this institution—particularly with
respect to rising rates of obesity. With two-
thirds of premature deaths in the U.S. due to
poor nutrition, physical inactivity and tobacco
use, Americans do need to be more mindful of
what they put in their bodies.

But with only 12 percent of Americans eat-
ing a healthy diet and diabetes rates having
risen 61 percent in the last decade alone, it is
becoming increasingly clear that Congress is
abdicating a responsibility of its own—we are
failing to fashion policies that support Ameri-
cans’ efforts to adopt healthier lifestyles.
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Instead of shielding companies from litiga-
tion, we should be giving people the informa-
tion they need to make the informed choices
that exercise that personal responsibility.
Today, Americans are eating out more fre-
quently, spending about half of their food dol-
lars at restaurants—a figure that has doubled
since 1970. And everyone knows how much
harder it is to eat healthily when they eat out.
Little wonder children eat almost twice as
many calories when they eat at a restaurant
as they do when they eat at home—studies
have shown that even trained nutritionists can-
not estimate the calorie and fat content in a
meal they do not prepare themselves.

We need to be creative. For instance, | will
be reintroducing legislation shortly, The Meal
Education and Labeling Act, that would extend
the kind of nutrition labeling you find on pack-
aged foods at the store to include foods at fast
food and other chain restaurants. It would re-
quire these chain restaurants to list calories,
saturated plus trans fat and sodium on printed
menus and calories on menu boards, giving
consumers the necessary nutritional informa-
tion to make healthy choices for themselves.

That is the kind of balanced, innovative ap-
proach this body should be considering today
to address obesity—that would be a real step
toward helping encourage personal responsi-
bility in food consumption while protecting in-
dustry and our Mom n’ Pop restaurants. In-
stead, as we have seen countless times be-
fore, this majority has again chosen to use a
very important public health issue to pursue a
narrow and completely unrelated political
agenda.

Madam Chairman, we should do something
about obesity in this country by empowering
people to make informed decisions for them-
selves. But this bill is not the way to go about
it.

——
HONORING LIEUTENANT MICHAEL
P. MURPHY

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor to rise with the New York Congres-
sional Delegation to recognize an American
hero. Today | am introducing legislation to
name a post office in my district—in
Patchogue, New York—in honor of Lieutenant
Michael P. Murphy.

Lieutenant Murphy, U.S. Navy, was killed in
Afghanistan when he and three other SEALs
were ambushed by Taliban insurgents. Many
of you may recall the reports during the week
of June 27 about the heroic rescue attempt of
Lt. Murphy’s unit, when an Army MH-47 Chi-
nook helicopter was shot down by a rifle-pro-
pelled grenade in the Kunar province with 16
special operations troops aboard.

Lt. Murphy was only 29 years old when he
died. Already having achieved his dreams of
attending Penn State University and becoming
a Navy SEAL, he had deferred another dream
of attending law school until his tour had
ended. He was also engaged to be married
upon his return in November.

Lt. Murphy was universally admired and
loved. His parents, teachers, and commanding
officers all praise his intelligence, dedication
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and kindness. Perhaps the commanding offi-
cer of the Navy’s SEAL Recruiting program
who mentored Lt. Murphy and prepared him
for SEAL training best summed up this young
hero’s essence when he said:

He achieved something most of us don’t
have the courage to attempt . .. He was a
very focused young man with a terrific atti-
tude, quiet intensity and determination.

After learning of his tragic loss, Lt. Murphy’s
father reflected on what the memory of his son
left behind:

We were just honored to have him as a son
for 29 years. He’s our herd, and I think he is
everybody else’s hero . . . He squeezed more
life in 29 years than I will ever see.”

This past summer, my district lost a beloved
friend and our nation lost one of its bravest
sons to the War on Terror.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all Americans, |
thank the House for honoring St. Murphy’s
service, valor and ultimate sacrifice for this
Nation by renaming the post office located at
170 East Main Street in Patchogue, New York
as the “Lieutenant Michael P. Murphy Post Of-
fice.”

HOT JAZZ SATURDAY NIGHT
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, over
25 years, jazz enthusiasts in the Washington
region have tuned to one program for their
weekly jazz entertainment. Musicians such as
Duke Ellington, Ina Ray Hutton, and the Bos-
well Sisters fill the radio waves every Saturday
evening thanks to Rob Bamberger, creator,
producer, and host of Hot Jazz Saturday
Night.

Rob Bamberger began as a volunteer for
WAMU in 1978, where he presented the first
of several features on jazz performers during
the news show, Morning Line. Two years later,
in 1980, he created his own show, Hot Jazz
Saturday Night, which he has hosted ever
since. Rob’s passion and dedication goes on
display every Saturday night for three hours
as he shares his love for jazz, swing, and big
band music with WAMU listeners.

Rob’s interest in vintage jazz and swing
came at an early age. While at an elementary
school book fair in 1963, he purchased, for a
dime, a two-record set featuring broadcast
performances by the Tommy Dorsey Orches-
tra. This seminal moment in young Rob’s life
sparked a consuming and scholarly fascination
with American music from the '20s, '30s, and
’40s and became the cornerstone of a record
collection which fills the basement of his Ar-
lington, Virginia home.

By day, Rob Bamberger serves Congress
as a senior policy analyst with the Congres-
sional Research Service. While Rob takes
great pride in his work with CRS, his true love
becomes evident to listeners both locally and
abroad through broadcasts on WAMU, NPR,
and the Armed Forces Network.

Over the years, Rob’s passion for music has
led him to give talks before audiences at the
Library of Congress, the Smithsonian, and the
Cosmos, Maryland and University Clubs.
When discussing topics ranging from, the his-
tory of repertory jazz, to the meeting of jazz
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and third stream of Hoagy Carmichael and Bix
Beiderbecke, he clearly demonstrates not only
his mastery of jazz history, but also his deep
passion for this uniquely American art form.

| would like to thank Rob for his efforts to
keep jazz alive in the hearts of enthusiasts
and casual listeners alike who find too few op-
tions today when they turn on the radio. As
Rob states, and | quote, “There are virtually
no places left on radio where someone like
me is given three hours weekly to program
music free of focus-group driven playlists and
to present it as | hope works best for listeners
and artists who might otherwise be totally for-
gotten.”

Mr. Speaker, | wish to take this opportunity
to congratulate Rob for spending these past
25 years sharing his passion with us through
the radio. Hot Jazz Saturday Night is the high-
light of the week for many local and inter-
national jazz aficionados. With a large and
loyal listener ship, | am confident that we will
continue to hear Hot Jazz Saturday Night for
many years to come.

———

THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HANDLEY-MEADOWBROOK LIONS
CLUB

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an outstanding civic organization in
Fort Worth, Texas on its 60th anniversary, the
Handley-Meadowbrook Lions Club.

The Handley-Meadowbrook Lions Club was
chartered on November 8, 1945 by Marlow C.
Fisher. The club had 44 charter members.
Since its founding, the Handley-Meadowbrook
Lions Club has been associated with Lions
Clubs International, the world’s largest service
organization.

Over the last 60 vyears, the Handley-
Meadowbrook Lions Club has been a vital part
of the Fort Worth and Tarrant County commu-
nity. Club members have been involved con-
tinually in humanitarian efforts and public serv-
ice projects that not only have improved the
community but also the lives of an untold
number of people.

The work of the Handley-Meadowbrook
Lions Club has resulted in direct financial con-
tributions to such outstanding programs as the
Texas Lions Camp for Handicapped and Dia-
betic Children, the Texas Lions Foundation
and the Lions Club International Foundations.
These foundations provide humanitarian and
disaster aid in Texas and worldwide. In addi-
tion the club’s work supports the Texas Eye-
glass Recycling Center, the Leader Dog for
the Blind and the Lions World Services for the
Blind programs that provide blind persons with
a guide dog, the Lions Organ and Eye Bank,
the Lions Drug Awareness Council and the Ju-
lian C. Hyder Youth Camp for youth.

Members of the Handley-Meadowbrook
Lions Clubs today continue to be committed to
involvement in the community through a wide
array of activities that make Fort Worth and
Tarrant County a great place to live and work.

Fort Worth and Tarrant County have been
fortunate to have the Handley-Meadowbrook
Lions Clubs in its midst for the last six dec-
ades.
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Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Handley-Meadowbrook Lions Club on its 60th
Anniversary and to offer appreciation for the
excellent work it has rendered to Fort Worth,
Texas, the United States and around the
globe.

———

MOURNING LOSS OF LIFE CAUSED
BY EARTHQUAKE THAT OC-
CURRED ON OCTOBER 8, 2005, IN
PAKISTAN AND INDIA

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | regret that
| was not able to be here to vote on this im-
portant measure. Sadly, | was attending the
funeral of one of my constituents, a young Ma-
rine named Sergio Escobar, who died October
7 while serving our Nation in Iraq. But | want
to take this opportunity to join my colleagues
in expressing my condolences to all of those
who have been affected by the massive earth-
quake that struck Southeast Asia on October
8, 2005.

The effects of this 7.6 magnitude earth-
quake have been devastating. At least 38,000
lives have been lost, with the death toll con-
tinuing to rise. Nearly 3 million people have
been left homeless and are living in tents or
on open ground in freezing temperatures. In
some areas, entire villages have been buried
in rubble. The Pakistani government estimates
$5 billion in damages to its infrastructure.

The areas worst hit by the earthquake, Paki-
stan-administered Kashmir and the NorthWest
Frontier province, are in remote, mountainous
regions. According to the U.N. Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the ter-
rain presents a logistical challenge unprece-
dented for any humanitarian operation. There
is an urgent need for additional helicopters to
deliver supplies and evacuate victims. Mean-
while, thousands of people are awaiting res-
cue, food, and medical attention.

The United States has rushed food and
medical supplies to the region, and has com-
mitted $50 million in initial aid for the relief and
reconstruction effort. Nations around the globe
have sent rescue workers, search and rescue
dogs, tents, and equipment. Private aid orga-
nizations are also dispatching volunteers and
assistance. Together, | know that we can
make a difference and help people rebuild
their lives.

Tragedies such as this earthquake and last
year’s horrific tsunami remind us that we must
help one another—both before tragedies strike
and also once rebuilding has begun. Nations
were very generous in offering help for victims
of Hurricane Katrina and | pledge to work with
thy colleagues in Congress to ensure that our
friends in India and Pakistan have what they
need to recover from this tragic event.

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of the
victims and their families.
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HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the State of Indi-
ana lost a giant of the engineering community
last month. On Sunday, September 25, Dr. Ju-
lius Perr passed away in his home country of
Hungary where he revolted against a Soviet-
led communist regime before coming to the
United States as a refugee of the 1956 Hun-
garian Revolution.

Julius Perr and his wife Elizabeth, made Co-
lumbus, Indiana their home and found peace
from the unrest in Eastern Europe. It was also
in Columbus where Julius began a 41-year ca-
reer as a mechanical engineer for Cummins
Engine Company. In this time, he distin-
guished himself by submitting more than 300
patents on engine technology improvements,
80 of which are still in use today.

Cummins recognized Julius’s extraordinary
accomplishments by establishing an award in
his honor. Each year, Cummins presents the
Dr. Julius P. Perr Innovation Award to ac-
knowledge innovative  contributions  of
Cummins personnel.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the State of Indi-
ana, | extend heartfelt sympathies to the fam-
ily of Dr. Julius Perr, specifically his wife Eliza-
beth; his sons Andrew and Victor Perr; his
daughters Maria Garrison, Elisabeth Perr-
McColm and Karolina Perr; and his eight be-
loved grandchildren.

Julius Perr was commended by the U.S.
Patent Office for setting an example for future
generations of inventors. But it is his love of
culture and allegiance to his community that
will be most missed by those who know him
the best. The State of Indiana was fortunate to
call him one of its own.

———

WHATEVER IT TAKES TO REBUILD
ACT, PART II

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today Rep-
resentatives CHARLIE MELANCON, WILLIAM JEF-
FERSON and | are introducing the Whatever It
Takes to Rebuild Act, Part Il.

On September 15, 2005, President Bush
addressed the nation from Jackson Square in
New Orleans, LA and offered the following
pledge on behalf of the American people:

Tonight I also offer this pledge of the
American people: Throughout the area hit by
the hurricane, we will do what it takes, we
will stay as long as it takes, to help citizens
rebuild their communities and their lives.—
President Bush, September 15, 2005, New Or-
leans, LA.

Just three weeks later, on October 7, 2005,
Congress and the President broke this pledge
by adding a clause to Public Law 109-88, the
Community Disaster Loan Act of 2005, that re-
quires Gulf Coast Communities who receive
assistance from the federal government for
lost tax revenues (to assist in the payment for
police officers, firefighters, school teachers
and other essential services) to pay back the
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