October 18, 2005

opened. I got the groceries I needed, and then
had to stand in line for 45 minutes. I got
back home and told my family, ‘I think I've
found me something to do. What this town
needs is a good supermarket.’”’

The idea was sound. Grundy did, indeed,
need a good supermarket. The question was
how Jack could pull it off.

He talked with his father, Curtis Smith, a
successful local businessman; his uncle Earl
Smith, who was Buchanan County treasurer;
and his cousin Ernest and they agreed that
opening a modern supermarket in Grundy
made a lot of sense from a business stand-
point.

Earl Smith put up some land he owned as
his part of the deal and the other three
agreed to borrow $60,000 each to match the
value of the land. Thus the original four
stockholders of the budding grocery business
were Jack Smith, his father, Curtis; his
uncle, Earl Smith; and his cousin, Ernest.

‘“So, here I am, 29 years old. I don’t know
a thing about the grocery business and we’ve
all borrowed money to open a supermarket
that I don’t know a thing about running,”
Jack says.

“Course, Ernest was thinking all the
time,” Jack continues. ‘‘He’s heard of a com-
pany called Piggly Wiggly because there
were Piggly Wiggly stores all around south-
west Virginia. So he contacted the Piggly
Wiggly Corporation while we started ground
preparation on our store site. In a few days
two representatives from Piggly Wiggly,
field representative George Fox and Tommy
Thompson, vice president in charge of the
Piggly Wiggly factory that made store fix-
tures, came to Grundy and we showed them
what we had in mind.”

“They said, ‘This looks good. It looks real
good. Now what we need is to have you fel-
lows come down to our factory in Jackson,
Tennessee and we’ll design you a store.’”’

The partners quickly hammered out a fran-
chise agreement with Piggly Wiggly and the
grocery chain’s design division laid out the
new supermarket and supplied the fixtures.
“Our fixtures were a little different,” Jack
recalls. ‘“‘Everyone else had white in those
days but ours were color coded for different
departments. I had the most beautiful store
anybody ever saw.”’

The Grundy Piggly Wiggly, with 8,800
square feet of space, opened for business on
November 17, 1955. It was located on Route 83
North.

Although he had never dreamed of becom-
ing a grocer, Jack Smith was now in the gro-
cery business, an enterprise that would con-
sume his energies for the next half century.

Mr. Speaker, KVAT Food Stores, Inc. will
soon be opening its 92nd store in Vansant,
Virginia. The date of the opening will be No-
vember 17, 2005, 50 years to the day of the
opening of its store in Grundy. With 92 stores
in Southeast Kentucky, Southwest Virginia,
and Northeast Tennessee, the KVAT stores,
operating under the name Food City, are pil-
lars of their local communities. In addition,
their success has been shared back with the
communities they serve. Food City is well
known with its programs like Apples for the
Students, in which the company has donated
over seven million dollars in equipment to
schools in their three state service region. In
addition, Food City also partners with farmers
in Southwest VA and Northeast TN to bring
local produce to its customers which helps
local farmers and satisfies customer demand.

Finally, Food City shares its success with its
employees. In fact, the company now has 16
percent of its ownership held by its associates,
a number expected to continually rise with its
profit sharing plans.
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KVAT and Food City deserve recognition at
their 50 years of service and success, and |
know that the congressional delegation of this
region join me in honoring the vision of Jack
Smith and celebrating all of those who have
worked so hard to see its success over the
last 50 years.

—
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to mourn the passing of Sergeant
Robert J. Hanson, the last surviving crew
member of the famed Memphis Belle B-17
that flew combat missions during World War II.
Mr. Hanson was a man of character, capacity,
compassion and courage. We are all sad-
dened by his loss.

Robert was born in Walla Walla, WA, joined
the military in 1941, and was assigned to the
crew of the Memphis Belle.

Early in World War I, the United States 8th
Air Force decided to use its heavy bombers in
daytime attacks against occupied Europe. The
British predicted horrible losses during daylight
raids. It was not surprising that the first bomb-
er crew to complete 25 missions would be re-
garded as heroes.

The crew of the Memphis Belle was the first
to complete a combat tour. Between Novem-
ber 7, 1942 and May 17, 1943, the crew flew
missions ranging from 4 to almost 10 hours in
duration. For these missions Robert Hanson
and his fellow airmen were awarded the Air
Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the
Distinguished Flying Cross. The Memphis
Belle and its crew were then returned to the
United States on a morale-building tour of air-
craft plants.

Sergeant Hanson served as the radio oper-
ator on the Memphis Belle. He put the name
of his sweetheart, Irene, next to the window
where he sat just in case someone needed to
know who to contact if he died in combat.

During its missions, the Memphis Belle was
hit by flak, cannon shells and machine gun
bullets. The plane’s major parts were replaced
at least once, and four crew members died
during combat.

Sergeant Hanson himself narrowly escaped
serious injury or even death. He was writing in
a log book one day and had to sneeze. As his
head moved, a bullet missed him and put a
hole through the book.

He regaled family and friends with his expe-
riences about a chase involving several Ger-
man planes, the bomber’s tail being shot off
and a nose dive that left the crew wondering
if they should use their parachutes.

Upon leaving the service, he went on to
work as a salesman for Nalley Fine Foods in
Walla Walla, WA, and became a regional
manager. He later worked for a candy com-
pany in Spokane, Wash. He and Irene re-
cently moved to Albuquerque, NM, to be near
their daughter.

In his later years, he enjoyed spending time
with his grandchildren, and when he was able,
he toured the country speaking about his ex-
periences aboard the Memphis Belle.
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Sergeant Hanson was a loving husband and
father and a loyal friend. | extend my deepest
sympathy during this time of bereavement to
his wife of 63 years, Irene; his daughter, Mary
Black; his son, Rick Hanson; and his six
grandchildren.

Not only was Robert Hanson part of our
Greatest Generation, he was a true hero, aptly
defined as one who inspires through manners
and actions, who leads through personal ex-
ample and accomplishments requiring bravery,
skill, and determination.

Mr. Speaker, when radio operators signed
off using Morse code, they keyed Dit—Dit-Dit—
Dah-Dit-Dah. And, Robert was fond of ending
his phone conversations in this way. In honor
to him, | ask my colleagues to rise with me
and say Dit-Dit-Dit-Dah—-Dit-Dah.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, October 17, | was unavoidably de-
tained in Kentucky and was not present for
rollcall votes No. 521, 522 and 523. The votes
were on approving the Journal, and House
Resolutions 457 and 491. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on all measures.

———

HONORING NATIONAL HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor National Hispanic Heritage Month. Our
nation’s greatest strength is its heritage of di-
versity and this month is a tribute to the more
than 35 million Americans who identify them-
selves as Hispanic or Latino and the many
millions who came before them. We thank
them for their contributions to America, from
protecting the nation from its enemies, to rep-
resenting it abroad and strengthening it from
within.

Hispanic Americans have flourished in every
field, from politics to business to academia to
entertainment. From the first Hispanic U.S.
Congressman in 1822 to David Farragut, the
first four-star Navy Admiral and famed Civil
War leader, Hispanic Americans have played
an integral part of our nation’s history at every
turn.

That history of service and patriotism con-
tinues today with the more than 200,000 His-
panics currently in the Armed Services. We
thank them, for every time they don the uni-
form they do it with honor. They have fought
proudly and bravely and 41 men of Hispanic
heritage have been honored with the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. There are countless
more that go unthanked. They face danger
every day in our streets and in our homes as
first responders; as policemen, as firemen and
as paramedics.

| was proud to join the Immigration Sub-
Committee of the House Judiciary Committee
earlier this year. | will continue to fight for the
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rights of America’s newest residents as they
make the transition to citizens. America’s im-
migrants become many of its most active par-
ticipants in civic life and contributors to our vi-
brant culture.

Over the last decade, | have been privileged
to work with the Latino community, particularly
on immigration issues and voter registration
with Isabel Melendez. Her hard work orga-
nizing the Latino community to register and to
get out and vote exemplifies the political activ-
ism thriving in the community.

| am proud to say that Latinos in Lawrence
are continually achieving a higher socio-
economic status and improving the quality of
life for their families. As a natural result, more
and more Latino candidates are running for,
and being elected to, public office. In my own
district, | am proud to honor Julia Silverio who
became the first Dominican woman to win
public office in New England when she was
elected to the Lawrence City Council. She is
a member of the Dominican American Na-
tional Roundtable will receive its Leadership
Award tomorrow on October 8th.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in celebrating National Hispanic Heritage
Month. It honors a powerful and patriotic herit-
age that has made our nation stronger through
its inclusion. Hispanic Americans have pro-
foundly changed and improved this nation in
every facet, from the international to the na-
tional to the local level. All Americans owe this
group their gratitude and honor.

HONORING MERCER COUNTY
HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today, | honor
Mercer County, West Virginia, for being recog-
nized by the America’s Promise Organization
as one of the best communities in the Nation
for our youth. This is because of their suc-
cessful efforts to provide a healthy, safe and
caring environment. As Mercer County was
the only county in West Virginia to be named
in the report, their efforts set the benchmark
very high for all of WV and beyond. Mercer
County is also taking great strides to become
an even better community with its innovative
Mercer Drug Treatment Program. This innova-
tive program provides services to nonviolent
offenders with a history of drug use and minor
possession.

The Mercer County Drug Treatment Pro-
gram was recently awarded a grant of $27,282
from the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice As-
sistance Grant Program; | have seen the pro-
gram in action first hand and my visit easily
convinced me of the meritorious value inher-
ent in this exemplary program. Treatment Pro-
grams such as the one in Mercer County play
an important role in our community and their
financial support certainly has merit, especially
with the ongoing problems of
methamphetamines throughout our state and
nation. This funding is crucial in helping peo-
ple get back on their feet and helping them to
rectify past mistakes they have made. By pro-
viding cost-effective, pro-active, community-in-
clusive and community building solutions such
as this, we show the compassion of our Na-
tion, and live up to our West Virginia heritage
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of brotherhood and dedication to our fellow
man. | am proud to have a county in my State
and specifically my district that is taking such
positive steps to actively engage all of its citi-
zens, young and old, in working for a greater
community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM RYUN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. On Monday, October
17, 2005, | was unable to be present for the
following rollcall votes: Journal vote (rollcall
521), H. Res. 457 (rollcall 522), H. Res. 491
(rollcall 523).

Had | been present, |
“yea” on rollcall 521.

Had | been present, |
“yea” on rollcall 522.

Had | been present, |
“yea” on rollcall 5283.

would have voted
would have voted

would have voted

TRIBUTE TO ROY FRIEDERSDORF
HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
that the members of the House of Representa-
tives allow me to bring to their attention the
good works of a man who has long been ac-
tive in the rural electrification program in Indi-
ana, and who is now approaching his well-de-
served opportunity to step down from the pin-
nacle of his field. The end of his term will
leave a void for rural electrics in Indiana that
will not be easy to replace. Today’s comments
are meant to remind us all of the many people
around our Nation whose unceasing efforts
contribute to the betterment of our quality of
life.

Indiana’s rural electric cooperatives have
been enhanced over the past two years by the
leadership and commitment of Mr. Roy
Friedersdorf. In December, Mr. Friedersdorf
will complete his term as president of Indiana
Statewide Association of Rural Electric Co-
operatives, Inc., the service association for 37
of the State’s electric cooperatives.

His dedication to the betterment of rural In-
diana, and his efforts to make a difference in
the lives of those in his community and
throughout the State, make him an example of
the American virtues that we should extol in
this august body.

Mr. Friedersdorf, a Westport, Indiana native,
is a second-generation electric cooperative
leader. His father, Robert, was a member of
the Decatur County REMC board of directors
for 35 years, and he also served as board
chairman from 1975 to 1981 and as the
REMC'’s representative on the Hoosier Energy
REC board.

In 1994, Mr. Friedersdorf was elected by
REMC members in a six-county area to join
the Decatur County REMC board. Just a few
years later, his fellow REMC board members
elected him to the Indiana Statewide REC
board. From 2002 to 2004, he served as vice
president of Indiana  Statewide. Mr.
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Friedersdorf juggles his administrative duties
on the statewide level with his responsibilities
as president of the Decatur County REMC
board.

Not only has Mr. Friedersdorf made his
mark in the electric cooperative industry with
his integrity and sense of purpose, he has
been a leader in his community as well. A
corn, soybean and wheat farmer and Pioneer
sales representative, Mr. Friedersdorf is a
former president of the county grain growers
association. He supports the Westport Kiwanis
and previously was a county fair board mem-
ber.

As active as he is in setting policies that im-
pact thousands in rural and suburban Indiana,
Mr. Friedersdorf maintains a down-to-earth
and altruistic attitude. “I don’t have a desire
just to build up my resume,” he has said. “I'm
here to do the job . . . I like giving back and
helping others.”

Mr. Friedersdorf keeps his perspective on
the values that are important, as he devotes
much of his time to his family roles. He and
his wife Denise have been married for 24
years, and they keep busy actively raising
their 3 sons, Anthony, Wyatt, and Jared, who
are in college, middle school, and elementary
school.

Roy Friedersdorf is the type of person who
works hard every day at improving the basic
foundations of American life: family, business,
and civic. His term of office as president of In-
diana Statewide has been evidence of that,
and for his devotion, | salute him today.

——————

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. C. L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
draw the attention of the House to a school
from my district that has received the No Child
Left Behind-Blue Ribbon Schools award from
the United States Department of Education.

St. Mary’s Catholic Elementary School, in
Moscow, ldaho, stands as the only school in
the State of Idaho to receive this prestigious
and important educational award. This award
honors public and private K-12 schools that
are either academically superior in their states
or that demonstrate dramatic gains in student
achievement.

St. Mary’s School strives to encourage its
students to grow spiritually; to develop a life-
long love of learning and to achieve their high-
est personal and academic potential. This mis-
sion represents and promotes the State of
Idaho and the enormous potential of its peo-
ple.

The children of America are our most valu-
able asset. St. Mary’s school provides a suc-
cessful K-6 academic program and exempli-
fies the high quality of education and empha-
sis on learning in my great State. | hope the
House will join me in acknowledging St.
Mary’s Catholic Elementary School’s achieve-
ment.
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