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STANDING ATHWART HISTORY, YELLING STOP 
(By William F. Buckley, Jr.) 

There is, we like to think, solid reason for 
rejoicing. Prodigious efforts, by many peo-
ple, are responsible for National Review. But 
since it will be the policy of this magazine to 
reject the hypodermic approach to world af-
fairs, we may as well start out at once, and 
admit that the joy is not unconfined. 

Let’s face it: Unlike Vienna, it seems alto-
gether possible that did National Review not 
exist, no one would have invented it. The 
launching of a conservative weekly journal 
of opinion in a country widely assumed to be 
a bastion of conservatism at first glance 
looks like a work of supererogation, rather 
like publishing a royalist weekly within the 
walls of Buckingham Palace. It is not that, 
of course; if National Review is superfluous, 
it is so for very different reasons: It stands 
athwart history, yelling Stop, at a time 
when no one is inclined to do so, or to have 
much patience with those who so urge it. 

National Review is out of place, in the 
sense that the United Nations and the 
League of Women Voters and the New York 
Times and Henry Steele Commager are in 
place. It is out of place because, in its matu-
rity, literate America rejected conservatism 
in favor of radical social experimentation. 
Instead of covetously consolidating its prem-
ises, the United States seems tormented by 
its tradition of fixed postulates having to do 
with the meaning of existence, with the rela-
tionship of the state to the individual, of the 
individual to his neighbor, so clearly enun-
ciated in the enabling documents of our Re-
public. 

‘‘I happen to prefer champagne to 
ditchwater,’’ said the benign old wrecker of 
the ordered society, Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
‘‘but there is no reason to suppose that the 
cosmos does.’’ We have come around to Mr. 
Holmes’ view, so much that we feel gentle-
manly doubts when asserting the superiority 
of capitalism to socialism, of republicanism 
to centralism, of champagne to ditchwater— 
of anything to anything. (How curious that 
one of the doubts one is not permitted is 
whether, at the margin, Mr. Holmes was a 
useful citizen!) The inroads that relativism 
has made on the American soul are not so 
easily evident. One must recently have lived 
on or close to a college campus to have a 
vivid intimation of what has happened. It is 
there that we see how a number of energetic 
social innovators, plugging their grand de-
signs, succeeded over the years in capturing 
the liberal intellectual imagination. And 
since ideas rule the world, the ideologues, 
having won over the intellectual class, sim-
ply walked in and started to run things. 

Run just about everything. There never 
was an age of conformity quite like this one, 
or a camaraderie quite like the Liberals’. 
Drop a little itching powder in Jimmy 
Wechsler’s bath and before he has scratched 
himself for the third time, Arthur Schles-
inger will have denounced you in a dozen 
books and speeches, Archibald MacLeish will 
have written ten heroic cantos about our age 
of terror. Harper’s will have published them, 
and everyone in sight will have been nomi-
nated for a Freedom Award. Conservatives in 
this country—at least those who have not 
made their peace with the New Deal, and 
there is a serious question of whether there 
are others—are non-licensed nonconformists; 
and this is a dangerous business in a Liberal 
world, as every editor of this magazine can 
readily show by pointing to his scars. Rad-
ical conservatives in this country have an in-
teresting time of it, for when they are not 
being suppressed or mutilated by Liberals, 
they are being ignored or humiliated by a 
great many of those of the well-fed Right, 

whose ignorance and amorality of never been 
exaggerated for the same reason that one 
cannot exaggerate infinity. 

There are, thank Heaven, the exceptions. 
There are those of generous impulse and a 
sincere desire to encourage a responsible dis-
sent from the Liberal orthodoxy. And there 
are those who recognize that when all is said 
and done, the market place depends for a li-
cense to operate freely on the men who issue 
licenses—on the politicians. They recognize, 
therefore, that efficient getting and spending 
is itself impossible except in an atmosphere 
that encourages efficient getting and spend-
ing. And back of all political institutions 
there are moral and philosophical concepts, 
implicit or defined. Our political economy 
and our high-energy industry run on large, 
general principles, on ideas—not by day-to- 
day guess work, expedients and improvisa-
tions. Ideas have to go into exchange to be-
come or remain operative; and the medium 
of such exchange is the printed word. A vig-
orous and incorruptible journal of conserv-
ative opinion is—dare we say it?—as nec-
essary to better living as Chemistry. 

We begin publishing, then, with a consider-
able stock of experience with the irrespon-
sible Right, and a despair of the intran-
sigence of the Liberals, who run this coun-
try; and all this in a world dominated by the 
jubilant single-mindedness of the practicing 
Communist, with his inside track to History. 
All this would not appear to augur well for 
National Review. Yet we start with a consid-
erable—and considered—optimism. 

After all, we crashed through. More than 
one hundred and twenty investors made this 
magazine possible, and over 50 men and 
women of small means invested less than one 
thousand dollars apiece in it. Two men and 
one woman, all three with overwhelming per-
sonal and public commitments, worked 
round the clock to make publication pos-
sible. A score of professional writers pledged 
their devoted attention to its needs, and 
hundreds of thoughtful men and women gave 
evidence that the appearance of such a jour-
nal as we have in mind would profoundly af-
fect their lives. 

Our own views, as expressed in a memo-
randum drafted a year ago, and directed to 
our investors, are set forth in an adjacent 
column. We have nothing to offer but the 
best that is in us. That, a thousand Liberals 
who read this sentiment will say with relief, 
is clearly not enough! It isn’t enough. But it 
is at this point that we steal the march. For 
we offer, besides ourselves, a position that 
has not grown old under the weight of a gi-
gantic, parasitic bureaucracy, a position 
untempered by the doctoral dissertations of 
a generation of Ph.D’s in social architecture, 
unattenuated by a thousand vulgar promises 
to a thousand different pressure groups 
uncorroded by a cynical contempt for human 
freedom. And that, ladies and gentlemen, 
leaves us just about the hottest thing in 
town. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
September 11, 2005, I was unable to vote on 
the motion to approve the journal (rollcall No. 
521); the motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 457, Recognizing the impor-
tance and positive contributions of chemistry 
to our everyday lives and supporting the goals 
and ideals of National Chemistry Week (rollcall 

No. 522); and the motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 491, Expressing the 
sense of the House with respect to raising 
awareness and enhancing the state of com-
puter security in the U.S. and supporting the 
goals of National Cyber Security Awareness 
Month (rollcall No. 523). Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all three meas-
ures. 

f 

COMMEMORATING SPINA BIFIDA 
MONTH 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate National Spina Bifida 
Awareness Month and to pay tribute to the 
more than 250,000 Americans in the Spina 
Bifida Community. There are an estimated 
70,000 people in the United States who are 
currently living with Spina Bifida, the most 
common permanently disabling birth defect. 

The Spina Bifida Association of America 
(SBAA) is an organization that has helped 
those affected by this debilitating disease for 
over 30 years and is the Nation’s only organi-
zation solely dedicated to advocating on be-
half of the Spina Bifida community. With al-
most 60 chapters in more than 125 commu-
nities, the SBAA brings families together to 
answer questions, voice concerns, and lend 
support to one another. 

Together the SBAA and various local SBA 
Florida chapters work tirelessly to help the 
families of those living with Spina Bifida meet 
the challenges and enjoy the rewards of rais-
ing their children. I would like to thank the 
local chapters of SBAA in my State of Florida 
for all they have done and all that they will 
continue to do. The chapters in my State are 
a partner in the SB Hurricane Emergency Life 
Support Program established by the SBAA to 
distribute vitally needed supplies and assist-
ance to Spina Bifida victims of the hurricanes 
in the Gulf Coast. 

The exact cause of Spina Bifida is not 
known, but research has shown that if a 
woman takes 400 mcg of folic acid every day 
before she becomes pregnant, she reduces 
her risk of having a baby with Spina Bifida or 
another neural tube defect by as much as 
70%. Although the exact cause remains un-
known, genetics and environment are believed 
to play a role. Spina Bifida is a neural tube de-
fect that happens in the first month of preg-
nancy when the spinal column doesn’t close 
completely. Every day, an average of 8 babies 
are affected by Spina Bifida or a similar birth 
defect of the brain and spine, contributing to 
the 3,000 babies born annually with the dis-
ease. 

With proper medical and family care people 
affected by Spina Bifida can live productive 
lives with the help of braces and/or a wheel-
chair. The key to a better life for Americans 
who live with Spina Bifida is research. Our 
goals are to develop new mechanisms for 
treatment, understanding and the prevention 
of Spina Bifida. 

I am proud to be a member of the Congres-
sional Spina Bifida Caucus and hope that all 
of my colleagues will join me in working to 
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spread awareness about this disease. I en-
courage you all to join the caucus so that to-
gether we can improve the quality of life of 
those living with Spina Bifida. 

I again wish to thank the SBAA and its 
chapters for all of their hard work to prevent 
and reduce suffering for those individuals liv-
ing with Spina Bifida throughout this Nation. 
We all owe a great debt to the SBAA for what 
they have done. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
October 17, 2005, I was unable to cast my 
floor vote on rollcall Nos. 521, 522 and 523. 
The rollcalls I missed included a vote on ap-
proving the journal, a vote recognizing the im-
portance and positive contributions of chem-
istry to our everyday lives and supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Chemistry Week, 
and a vote expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives with respect to raising 
awareness and enhancing the state of com-
puter security in the United States, and sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National Cyber 
Security Awareness Month. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 521, 522 
and 523. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPANATION 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on the evening of October 17, I missed 
three Rollcall votes. It was my intention to 
vote: 

‘‘Yes’’ on Recorded Vote 521 Journal Vote. 
‘‘Yes’’ on Recorded Vote 522 H. Res. 457. 

Recognizing the importance and positive con-
tributions of chemistry to our everyday lives 
and supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Chemistry Week (Rep. HOLT—Science). 

‘‘Yes’’ on Recorded Vote 523 H. Res. 491. 
Expressing the sense of Congress with re-
spect to raising awareness and enhancing the 
state of computer security in the United 
States, and supporting the goals and ideals of 
National Cyber Security Awareness Month. 

f 

BELLOWS FALLS ACADEMY CELE-
BRATES 75 YEARS OF ACCOM-
PLISHMENT 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to ex-
tend congratulations to Bellows Free Academy 
of St. Albans, Vermont, on its 75th anniver-
sary. Our democratic society depends for its 
very existence on an educated and informed 
population. In that respect, there is no task in 

our society more important than educating our 
youth. For three-quarters of a century, BFA 
has been doing just that for students in St. Al-
bans and surrounding towns in Franklin Coun-
ty: educating area students academically and 
preparing them to fully participate in our Amer-
ican democracy. 

So it is a particular pleasure for me to rec-
ognize the magnitude of this achievement: for 
75 years Bellows Free Academy has taught 
the young citizens of St. Albans and its neigh-
boring towns. Those seven and a half dec-
ades have seen the high school serve as a 
binding force in the community, bringing it to-
gether behind sports and drama and whole 
variety of activities. They have seen genera-
tion after generation of young people fully pre-
pared by BFA for the challenges of the adult 
world, young people whom BFA has taught 
and trained so they can find satisfying work 
and take their place as active and concerned 
members of their communities. 

Of course, any institution is really only a re-
flection of the dedication and commitment of 
all the people involved with it. So recognition 
of BFA’s 75-year history is really a recognition 
of the administrators, teachers, and, of course, 
students—present and former—who them-
selves are a living testament to the important 
role that BFA has played and continues to 
play in the lives of so many since its founding. 

At time of this celebration, let me offer the 
wish that many, many more decades of rich 
and productive accomplishment lay ahead for 
Bellows Free Academy, its students, its teach-
ers and its support community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, Octo-
ber 7, 2005, I was unavoidably detained and 
thus missed rollcall vote No. 520. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 520, H. Con. Res. 248, honoring the 
life and work of Simon Wiesenthal and re-
affirming the commitment of Congress to the 
fight against anti-Semitism and intolerance in 
all forms, in all forums, and in all nations. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF OUR FALLEN 
DALLAS FIRE FIGHTERS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of the Dallas Fire Fighters 
who have laid down their lives in the line of 
duty while serving the citizens of the City of 
Dallas. They will be remembered at the Dallas 
Fire-Rescue Department Memorial Service at 
the Dodd J. Miller, Jr. Training Center on Oc-
tober 22. In addition, I honor the family, 
friends and fellow fire fighters who grieve their 
loss and carry out their legacies. 

Many times it is only the fire fighters that 
stand between our communities and countless 
dangers. In times of need, they are the first to 
arrive and remain vigilant on the front lines. 

We have come to depend on their heroism, 
fortitude and bravery and they never falter. 

I encourage the loved ones of these fallen 
heroes to reflect on the selflessness of their 
sacrifice and the glory of their actions. In the 
face of great danger, they did not waver in 
their commitment to help those who could not 
help themselves. 

I am privileged to represent these true 
American heroes. They served with pride and 
died with honor and we will forever be grateful 
for their selfless service. May their loved ones 
and colleagues accept the many thanks of our 
grateful nation. 

f 

HONORING JACK C. SMITH AND 
FOOD CITY’S 50 YEARS OF BUSI-
NESS 

HON. WILLIAM L. JENKINS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the contributions of a man who has 
made a significant presence on the business 
landscape of Tennessee, Virginia, and Ken-
tucky. In 1954, Jack C. Smith made a decision 
to get into the grocery business in his home-
town of Grundy, Virginia. It is a simple story of 
a man at the age of 29 who saw a need for 
his community, worked with his family to find 
the necessary startup capital, and started a 
grocery store that has not only survived, but 
thrived and has become a fixture in the region. 
The following excerpt from the book The Gro-
cer and his Dream—The Story of Jack Smith 
and KVAT Foods tells the story: 

Jack Curtis Smith was born August 21, 1925 
in Grundy, VA, deep in the coal mining re-
gion of Buchanan County. He was the only 
child of Curtis and Elizabeth Belcher Smith. 

The nation was on the verge of World War 
II when Jack graduated from Grundy High 
School in 1942 and set his sights on a mili-
tary career. Specifically, he wanted to be in 
the Navy and he wanted to become an offi-
cer. 

On Flag Day, June 14, 1944, Jack Smith was 
sworn in as a midshipman at the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Jack grad-
uated in June, 1947 as an electrical engineer. 

Jack and Judy Smith were married in a 
formal military ceremony at the Naval 
Academy Chapel, September 20, 1947. ‘‘We 
had the crossed swords, everything,’’ Jack 
recalls. 

In Spring, 1954, Jack Smith was back in his 
picturesque hometown of Grundy, VA after 
10 years in the Navy. Jack and his young 
family had just finished an exhausting trek 
from California to the mountains of south-
west Virginia where he expected to help his 
cousin Ernest Smith open several new Ben 
Franklin variety stores. 

‘‘When I got back to Grundy I went to see 
my cousin Ernest and said, ‘‘Well, I’m ready 
to go to work,’’ Jack explains. ‘‘Then Ernest 
told me he didn’t think his planned expan-
sion was going to work out.’’ 

Ernest Smith had operated a successful 
Ben Franklin store in Grundy for several 
years and was in the market to purchase sev-
eral additional stores in the area. The deal, 
however, didn’t pan out and Jack Smith sud-
denly found himself with a wife, two young 
daughters and no job. 

‘‘As luck would have it, mother sent me to 
the store one day. It was just a little A&P 
with two checkouts and one of those never 
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