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PELOSI and Representative JOHN BOOZMAN in
a bi-partisan effort to raise funds for Alz-
heimer’s research through the issuance of a
semi-postal stamp.

The petition of support for the issuance of
an Alzheimer’'s semi-postal has been pending
at the United States Post Office for over 4
years. It is long overdue that we honor this pe-
tition and allow Alzheimer’s the opportunity it
deserves to benefit from this public awareness
and fundraising campaign.

The race to find a cure for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is now more urgent than ever. Four and
a half million Americans, including one in 10
people over age 65 and nearly half of those
over 85, have Alzheimer's disease. Unless
science finds a way to prevent or cure this ter-
rible illness, as the baby boomers continue to
age, nearly 16 million Americans will have Alz-
heimer’s disease by the year 2050.

Mr. Speaker, we need to help and give
hope to those who are fighting the moment to
moment physical, mental and behavioral bat-
tles of Alzheimer’s every day. We need to help
and give hope to the behind the scenes he-
roes—the family care-givers who selflessly
offer their love and care. And we need to help
and give hope to the researchers working hard
to find a cure. Working together we can do
more—and we must. We must do everything
we can to ensure that one day Alzheimer’s is
a disease of the past and issuing a semi-post-
al stamp can help do just that.

The best way to fight Alzheimer’s disease
and reduce the number of patients who suffer
is to find ways to prevent it before it starts. In-
vestments we make now mean longer,
healthier lives for all of us. If we can delay the
onset of Alzheimer’s disease by even 5 years,
it would save this country billions of dollars—
and would improve the lives of millions of fam-
ilies. We can act now to strengthen our com-
mitment to prevent Alzheimer's and to finding
a cure for this devastating disease.

Semi-postal stamps are special stamps
which were authorized by Congress as a tool
for the United States Postal Service to not
only raise funds but awareness of worthy
causes. An Alzheimer's stamp would allow the
public to directly contribute to research funds
by charging a higher price than normal post-
age for the stamp and allocating most of the
proceeds to research on this insidious and de-
bilitating disease. We simply cannot afford to
wait another minute, or another four years
until we give Alzheimer’s the attention and op-
portunity it deserves. | hope that the Postal
Service will act and help to make a difference
in the future by allowing us to contribute to
Alzheimer's research through a semi-postal
stamp today.

TRIBUTE TO ELMER STOCKER
HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
that the members of the House of Representa-
tives allow me to bring to their attention the
good works of a man who has long been ac-
tive in the rural electrification program in Indi-
ana and who is now approaching his well-de-
served opportunity to retire from the field.
While his retirement will leave a large void of
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experience, activity and judgment for rural
electrics in Indiana, and for his community in
Indiana, which will not be easy to replace, to-
day’s comments are meant to remind us all of
the many people around our nation whose un-
ceasing efforts contribute to the betterment of
our quality of life.

Mr. Elmer Stocker, currently the CEO of the
Indiana Statewide Association of Rural Electric
Cooperatives, Inc., will retire on December 31,
2005. He will end nearly 40 years of service
in the electric industry. During that time Mr.
Stocker has worked his way up through the
ranks from entry-level position to industry
leader. He began service with Whitley County
REMC in 1966 in the dispatch and work order
department of the cooperative. Over the years
he also worked in the accounting, member
services and marketing departments, devel-
oping a hands-on appreciation of all aspects
of the electric utility business, and working
with customers on their needs and expecta-
tions. In 1975 he became Assistant Manager,
and in 1976 he began working as executive
vice president/general manager of Whitley
County REMC. During that time he not only
ran the daily operations of his cooperative, but
used his talents as a leader to serve as presi-
dent of the REMC Managers Association in In-
diana and as president of the Board of Direc-
tors of Wabash Valley Power Association, the
generation and transmission cooperative that
provides wholesale power to cooperatives
throughout central and northern Indiana.

In 1986 Mr. Stocker left Whitley County
REMC to work for 11 years at Wabash Valley
power, where he was vice president of mem-
ber and corporate relations and vice president
of marketing. During that time he also moved
onto the regional stage, serving a term as vice
president of the Great Lakes Electric Con-
sumers Association.

In 1997 the board of directors of Indiana
Statewide, recognizing Mr. Stocker’'s knowl-
edge of the program and respect among his
peers at a time when the electric industry was
facing tumultuous change, asked Mr. Stocker
to serve as CEO of the trade group. He took
up that leadership role from 1997 until this
day.

'I¥his impressive record of professional
achievement is only a part of Mr. Stocker’s
role in the American community however. Dur-
ing this time of advancement in his employ-
ment, Mr. Stocker also engaged in numerous
personal and civic activities that are even bet-
ter representative of the qualities that are at
the foundation of American communities. For
example, Mr. Stocker pursued post-secondary
education while holding a full time job, and re-
ceived his bachelor degree from Indiana Uni-
versity in 1975. He served in the Army Na-
tional Guard from 1964 to 1970.

As a community leader, Mr. Stocker took on
the role of Whitley County United Way Drive
Chairman. He joined and rose through the
ranks of the Masons and Scottish rite. He
served as an officer of the Aboite Township
Community Association and as president of
the Times Comer Little League. He was a long
time active member and volunteer in the Co-
lumbia City United Methodist Church, and was
a member of the board for the Carmel Dad’s
Club. Among all these roles, he fit in time to
join the Indianapolis Airport Rotary Club as
well.

As a family man, a community volunteer,
and a professional member of the electric util-
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ity industry in Indiana, Elmer Stocker has ex-
emplified the best values of American life for
many years now. | wanted to share with the
members today that this good man will soon
enjoy the satisfaction of reaping the rewards
of his long service through a well-deserved re-
tirement, in which | am sure he will continue
to volunteer good works. Thank you for indulg-
ing me in this time today, and especially thank
you to Elmer Stocker for all he has given to
our proud State of Indiana.
—

TRIBUTE TO THE REVEREND
JAMES WILLIAM BESSERT

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Reverend James William Bessert
as he celebrates the 25th anniversary of his
ordination as a Roman Catholic priest.

As many do, | know him simply as Father
Jim. | am proud to call him a friend and join
with so many others in offering our congratula-
tions to Father Jim, a servant of God who has
truly dedicated himself to walking the path of
Christ.

In his 25 years as a priest, Father Jim has
shared the Good News and his gift of music
since his first ordained assignment as asso-
ciate pastor of St. Maria Goretti Parish in Bay
City to his present calling as pastor at St.
Brigid of Kildare Parish in Midland, Michigan.
| am especially privileged as a graduate of St.
Brigid School and native son of the parish to
acknowledge Father Jim’s positive impact on
the church and the school communities.

At a time when some parishes and schools
face the heart-wrenching challenge of de-
creased membership and enrollment, St.
Brigid is experiencing a rebirth on both ac-
counts. The pews are filled with families and
the sanctuary resounds with worshipful song.
Since he arrived at St. Brigid in 1999, Father
Jim’s vision and example have proven a rea-
son for this blessing in downtown Midland.
With a shepherd’s care, he walks with the
flock of St. Brigid in learning and loving the
way of Christ.

As the members of the community of believ-
ers, we offer our prayers and congratulations
to Father Jim on his silver anniversary as a
priest and wish him many more years of in-
spired and inspiring leadership. We pray that
the sustaining strength of the Spirit continues
to guide him.

On behalf of Michigan’s Fourth Congres-
sional District, may God continue to lead Fa-
ther Jim to do His will.

————————

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT MICHAEL
EGAN, UNITED STATES ARMY

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Army Sergeant Michael Egan,
who made the ultimate sacrifice in the service
of his country on September 19, 2005 at the
age of 36. While on patrol near Ramadi, Ser-
geant Egan’s convoy came under ambush
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when an improvised explosive device ex-
ploded near his vehicle, claiming the lives of
Egan and three comrades.

Following a distinguished career with the
United States Marine Corps, including service
in Operation Desert Storm, Michael Egan re-
tired and returned to civilian life in 1999. He
accepted a job with Reliance Electric in the
Philadelphia area, where he was known for his
tireless work ethic, eagerness to learn, and
outgoing personality. In 2003, Michael made
the decision to once again serve his country,
joining the United States Army as a member
of the Pennsylvania National Guard.

Michael leaves behind a loving wife, Maria,
and a three-year-old daughter, Samantha. A
dedicated family man, he recently relocated
his family to Delaware in the interests of his
daughter’s education.

In closing Mr. Speaker, Michael Egan will be
deeply missed by all who knew him. For Mi-
chael’s heroic service and valiant sacrifice, our
country will forever be indebted to him and his
family. | join the countless voices in thanking
him for his selfless contributions to our Nation.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF THE DANNY FOUNDA-
TION

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the achievements of The Danny
Foundation, a non-profit foundation estab-
lished in 1986 with the mission of providing
leadership in keeping babies safe from pre-
ventable injuries and deaths associated with
unsafe cribs, dangerous children’s products,
and unsafe sleep environments.

The Danny Foundation’s tenacity has been
unrelenting, and the accolades the Foundation
has received have been unprecedented and
well-deserved. The Danny Foundation, often
acting alone, prompted and pushed for the es-
tablishment of virtually all current government
crib manufacturing standards has conducted
an untold number of programs and efforts to
warn and educate the public about unsafe
cribs.

Over the past 19 years, the Foundation has
significantly reduced the number of infant inju-
ries and deaths by 84 percent, and can proud-
ly proclaim that the majority of today’s new
cribs are both safe and reliable.

None of The Danny Foundation’s work
could have been accomplished without John
and Rose Lineweaver. John and Rose, the
founders of The Danny Foundation, have dedi-
cated their lives to preventing other families
from suffering a needless tragedy similar to
the crib accident that eventually took their son
Danny’s life. Their passion for the well-being
of infants across our country is extraordinary
and worthy of significant praise and thanks.

It is in that spirit that | ask all my colleagues
in the United States House of Representatives
to join me in honoring the accomplishments of
The Danny Foundation and the passion of its
founders, John and Rose Lineweaver.
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HONORING DR. MILDRED L.
ALDRIDGE

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today with a heavy heart, as | ask my col-
leagues in the 109th Congress to join me in
honoring the life and accomplishments of a re-
markable woman, Dr. Mildred L. Aldridge. Dr.
Aldridge passed away on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22. | am deeply saddened by this loss,
for Mildred and the Aldridge family have been
inspirations to many throughout the city of
Flint, as well as the county, State and Nation.

It is difficult to imagine my hometown of
Flint, MI, without Dr. Mildred Aldridge’s influ-
ence. Married for 54 years to the late Rev-
erend Dr. Avery Aldridge, she stood at her
husband’s side, helping found Foss Avenue
Baptist Church on December 2, 1956. In addi-
tion to her many duties and responsibilities at
the church, Mildred served as instructor of the
Adult Ladies’ Fellowship Class, which in the
past 23 years grew from 5 participants to 125.
Under her leadership, the class sponsors an
Annual Autumn Tea and Music Recital, a drive
to collect eyeglasses for needy people in the
Caribbean and South Africa, and medical sup-
plies for various missions in Africa. Mildred
also operated as coordinator for the Youth and
Young Adult retreats, and the New Year's Eve
retreat.

Professionally, Mildred was a graduate of
the University of Michigan and Eastern Michi-
gan University. She received advanced train-
ing in administration and curriculum from
Michigan State University and received hon-
orary doctorates from Arkansas Baptist Col-
lege and Selma University. She worked as an
elementary school teacher, middle school
guidance counselor, and was the principal of
Doyle Rider Community School. Later she be-
came director of Eagle’s Nest Child Care &
Development Center as well as administrative
assistant and coordinator for Foss Avenue
Baptist Church Enterprises. Mildred was a
proud member of the NAACP, Urban League,
C.S. Mott Community College Foundation Ad-
visory Board, Visually Impaired Center of Flint
Board, Flint Congress of School Administra-
tors, and National Association of Elementary
School Principals.

Dr. Aldridge leaves to cherish and carry on
her legacy her son, Rev. Derek Aldridge,
daughter Karen Aldridge-Eason, and 10
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in offering condolences to the
family of Dr. Mildred Aldridge, and in thanking
them for sharing her with our community. The
greatest tribute we can render to her is to
emulate her love, her dedication, her humility,
and her Christ-centered strength.
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CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTH-
DAY OF PEARL SCHENKLER, AN
EXEMPLARY CITIZEN

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Pearl Schenkler, a rare and special
woman on the occasion of her 90th birthday.

Pearl was born in 1915 in New York City to
immigrant parents. The second of four daugh-
ters in a family that truly lived the American
dream, Pearl learned from the example of her
parents. Her father, a steelworker, and her
mother, a homemaker, unique in their commit-
ment to education, insisted on sending each of
their four daughters to college. Inspired by her
two younger sisters, Pearl graduated college
and became a teacher in the New York Public
School System. Pearl spent the first part of
her career teaching the second grade in P.S.
221 in Harlem and finished her remarkable ca-
reer of service not far from my childhood
home at P.S. 154 in Queens.

Her commitment to teaching and molding
her students was second only to her efforts in
raising a strong family. Pearl and her husband
Max were married for more than 50 years. He,
too, was an educator and together they taught
and learned. Their two children, my friends
Carole Jacobson and Michael Schenkler, are
illustrations of how the important values that
weave the fabric of our city have been nur-
tured by children of immigrant parents and
shared with the next generation. Pearl
Schenkler gave her children the same mean-
ingful start her parents gave to her.

Carole and Michael and their many cousins,
all of whom | have the pleasure of knowing,
are part of the wonderful story of our great
country. Pearl Schenkler, her parents, her
husband, her sisters and brothers-in-law
helped to build my home borough of Queens
into a beacon of learning and understanding.
In 1954, Pearl and Max moved their family
from the Bronx to Kew Gardens Hills. Soon,
Pearl’s parents and eventually all her siblings
called that neighborhood their home. The bor-
ough of Queens, New York was the bene-
ficiary of the talent, knowledge and kindness
the family shared with their neighbors and the
greater community.

In one of the great tradition of those before
them, Pearl and Max, like so many other New
Yorkers, eventually retired to Florida, where
Pearl quickly took to working for others and
joined the Boca Chapter of B’nai B'rith
Women. She became the editor of the Boca
Raton Clarion, the organization’s newspaper,
winning nationwide awards for the best publi-
cation from some four hundred chapters of
B’nai B’rith. Pearl began spending countless
hours helping local children who were sick or
in need, as well as helping to fund the con-
struction of a hospital in Israel. She then
moved on to become President and led the
Boca Raton Chapter for a number of years.
Even with all of these selfless responsibilities,
Pearl and Max still made time for family. They
visited New York often and their kids and
grandkids were frequent guests in Boca. Dur-
ing his later years, Pearl spent much of her
time caring for Max, her life companion who
passed away after a wonderful and fulfilling
life at the age of 93.
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