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Sadly, Derrick Lutters lost his life in battle
on May 1, 2005, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. Derrick’s death was a tragedy for his
family and the entire community. Small towns
are like that—they are like family and very
close knit. Derrick’s friends and former co-
workers were devastated by the loss.

Marian Lutters expressed how proud the en-
tire family was of her son, “He said he wanted
to protect people and help establish a better
way of life, especially for children.” Her words
aptly honor her son’s ultimate sacrifice.

Mrs. Lutters is supported by the entire com-
munity, and it is my desire that she also feels
the continued respect, admiration, and heart-
felt sympathy from the Members of Congress
and Americans across the country.

————

COMMEMORATING SEA OTTER
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to call
attention to Sea Otter Awareness Week, spon-
sored by Defenders of Wildlife. The support
given by Defenders, Friends of the Sea Otter,
the Otter Project, and the Ocean Conservancy
to recover the Southern Sea Otter has raised
public awareness and helped protect this im-
portant species under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act and the Endangered Species
Act.

The study of southern sea otter populations
provides much-needed information on ways to
improve the health of coastal ecosystems. We
already know sea otters play a critical role in
maintaining healthy kelp beds along the Cali-
fornia coast, an important habitat and nursery
ground for some of the depleted West Coast
rockfish stocks. Sea otter research has proven
to be an effective method of monitoring toxins
and diseases in the marine environment, both
of which can affect the health of humans and
other wildlife. These charismatic animals also
bring significant tourism spending to central
Californian coastal communities.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting to hold Sea Otter
Awareness Week this week as Congress
moves to reauthorize arguably the bedrock of
environmental laws, the Endangered Species
Act (ESA). The dramatic turnaround realized
by the once thought extinct southern sea otter
is a result of two critical protection laws—the
ESA and the Marine Mammal Protection Act,
the southern sea otter population grew from
less than 100 otters in the 1930’s to the
present total of 2,800. Scientists maintain that
it will take 3,100 otters to make a population
stable enough to even consider removing
them from the Endangered Species list. Unfor-
tunately, threats from disease, exposure to en-
vironmental pollutants, and entrapment in fish-
eries gear are threatening the species’ contin-
ued recovery. As reauthorization of the ESA
moves forward this week in the House, | will
fight to keep it strong enough to successfully
overcome these threats to the Southern Sea
Otter.

Many constituents in my District have an in-
terest in, and are affected by, sea otter man-
agement. | introduced H.R. 2323, the South-
ern Sea Otter Recovery and Research Act,
and work with my colleagues to secure fund-
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ing in an effort to support the recovery of the
population. The nonprofit environmental
groups work with the Monterey Bay Aquarium,
researchers, fishermen, and state and Federal
agencies to recover the Southern Sea Otter,
obtain increased research funds, and remove
threats to this keystone species.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the many accom-
plishments of the non-profit environmental or-
ganizations and other agencies and people
who devote a tremendous effort to protect and
recover the Southern Sea Otter. This week |
join the people of my and other districts hon-
oring Sea Otters and those people working to
save them and restore their populations.

————

RECOGNIZING NICOLE CALAMUNCI
FOR HER OUTSTANDING ACA-
DEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the exemplary academic achievements
of Nicole Calamunci, a resident of Chautauqua
County, city of Jamestown, upon receiving the
United States Academy Achievement Award.

Nicole was named a United States National
Award winner in English. Fewer than 10 per-
cent of all High School Students across Amer-
ica are given this prestigious honor. Nicole
was nominated for this award by her Middle
School English teacher.

Along with her academic achievements Ni-
cole demonstrates a variety of other out-
standing characteristics. She possesses lead-
ership skills, an interest in multiple subjects,
and a strong motivation to improve and learn
new things. Nicole is also very enthusiastic,
responsible, and has an excellent attitude.

Nicole is the daughter of John and
Gioconda Calamunci of Jamestown, and at-
tends Persell Middle School.

Ms. Calamunci is an exemplary and dedi-
cated student, with much to offer. That is why
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor this young
lady.

————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 100TH
BIRTHDAYS OF LEOPOLDO CAS-
TRO CASTRO AND LUCIA
CONTRERAS PEREZ

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the 100th birthday
celebration of Leopoldo Castro Castro and
Lucia Contreras Perez, parents of Jesus V.
Castro, a former resident of my Congressional
District and an exchange student from Peru at
Shaker Heights High School from 1965-1966.

Leopoldo Castro was born in Orcotuna,
Peru, a small village in the Andes Mountains,
on November 15, 1905. Although his parents
were farmers without any formal education,
Leopoldo managed to finish grade school, and
with only that level of education, became a
distinguished resident of Orcotuna. Leopoldo
wanted to become a lawyer, but his family
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could not afford his college education, nor
were there any colleges in the region. But
those hurdles did not hold him back. Leopoldo
saved enough money to purchase a law book
and taught himself the Peruvian legal code.

At age 20, he was appointed Justice of the
Peace of the District of Orcotuna by the State
Supreme Court, a position he held for over 50
years. His fair and thoughtful decisions as
Justice of the Peace gained him the respect of
his entire village.

Achieving what Leopoldo could not for lack
of means, his son, Jesus V. Castro, and his
grandson, Jorge E. Castro, attended college
and law school and became attorneys. Jorge
currently serves as Tax and Trade Counsel in
my Washington, DC office.

Leopoldo’s wife of over 70 years, Lucia
Contreras Perez, also of Orcotuna, will turn
100 years of age March 2, 2006. They live
happily in Lima, Peru with their children and
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, next week their hometown of
Orcotuna will honor the lives of Lucia and
Leopoldo during the annual Saint Francis of
Assisi traditional festivities. | wish Lucia and
Leopoldo Godspeed as they celebrate their
100th birthday.

—————

A SMALL BUT IMPORTANT STORY
FROM VERMONT

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, | wish to tell
you a story, and in so doing commend a won-
derful grassroots project in northern Vermont.
It is a small story and a simple one, but it says
volumes about the generosity and support of
the people of Vermont, and the care that the
citizens of our nation as a whole extend to
those who are bravely serving in our military
forces.

Sharon Waterhouse, of Richford, Vermont
decided to sew a Christmas stocking for her
son, Josh, who is serving in Iraq with other
members of the Vermont National Guard, and
stuff it with small Christmas gifts. It imme-
diately occurred to her that she could sew
stockings for his whole unit, all 32 of his fellow
Vermont National Guard members.

But Ms. Waterhouse didn’t stop there. Since
she loves to sew, she set a course to make
500 stockings, asking her aunt, Andrea Bow-
den, to help get donations to stuff them.
Michelle Long of the Guard Family Readiness
Group pitched in to arrange the shipping. The
Richford Legion and CF’s Diner chipped in by
setting out donation jars to help buy supplies.
And others have volunteered to help sew, in-
cluding students from Enosburg High School,
along with their teachers Jessica Leo and
Kaye Mehaffey.

Sharon Waterhouse herself is sewing be-
tween 300 and 400 stockings, and with the
help of other generous hands, she hopes to
provide stockings for the entire Vermont
Guard contingent—over 1400 soldiers—serv-
ing in Iraq.

There are moments when our brave men
and women in uniform, facing daily dangers in
Iraq which we can scarcely imagine, need to
know that their nation understands the sac-
rifices they are willing to make on the Nation’s
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behalf. What Sharon Waterhouse and the
many others working along with her have
done is give those soldiers a clear sign that
we in America greatly appreciate their dedica-
tion and courage.

IN HONOR OF ELLEN MOIR
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Ellen Moir for receiving the pres-
tigious Harold W. McGraw Jr. Prize in edu-
cation.

Ms. Moir is the founder and executive direc-
tor of the New Teacher Center (NTC) at the
University of California, Santa Cruz. The NTC
is a unique place where educators and re-
searchers develop programs for new teachers.
Evolving from a staff of 5, NTC has grown into
an organization of 65 teachers and research-
ers who continue to turn Moir's mission into a
reality. Ms. Moir has brought academic inno-
vation as well as tireless focus to preparing
students and teachers for success and it is
certainly fitting that Ms. Moir is nationally rec-
ognized for her expertise in teacher prepara-
tion, induction, and support.

Thus, | would like to salute Ellen Moir for
her outstanding contribution to teacher profes-
sional development education. She has dedi-
cated her life to improving the education sys-
tem in this country and without her motivation
and expertise, organizations like the NTC
would never have been established. Her ac-
complishments are invaluable and continue to
make a difference in the nation today. Mr.
Speaker, | am proud today to honor such a
compassionate and innovative individual who
resides in the 17th district of California.

———

SALUTE TO GUARDIANS OF
FREEDOM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute the Guardians of Freedom for their
service our great Nation.

Your Guardians of Freedom is a new pro-
gram that enables unit commanders and Air-
men to quickly communicate with people af-
fected by and interested in the mobilization
and deployment of military people. Beyond
that, it is designed to tell the story of the
American Airmen tirelessly fighting the global
war on terrorism.

With this program, commanders can contact
and request the support of civilian employers,
educators, families, members of Congress and
local government leaders, and the local media
when Guard members, Reservists and active
duty troops get called up for Noble Eagle and
Enduring Freedom operations in this country
and overseas.

These Guardians of Freedom are being
honored by Northrop Grumman with a special
program, dinner and reception.

It is with great honor that | stand here today
to salute the Guardians of Freedom for their
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help in safeguarding our Nation’s freedom.
Through their contribution, they not only stand
as devoted American citizens, but serve as an
inspiration to others.

———

HONORING ROBERT KOST FOR RE-
CEIVING THE AWARD FOR EMER-
GENCY COMMUNICATORS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the heroic actions of Robert Kost, resi-
dent of Chautauqua County, city of James-
town, upon his receiving the 2005 Emergency
Communicators Award.

Although this award is only 2 years old it is
an exclusive award. Kost was nominated for
this honor by Livingston County Sheriff Joe
Gerace. Gerace felt that Kost deserved this
award for the actions that Kost displayed
when he received a 911 call reporting that a
95 year old woman was choking. Kost calmly
and readily took action and walked the son
and daughter in law of the woman through the
Heimlich maneuver. The procedure was suc-
cessful after the son performed it a second
time. Kost then continued to stay on the line
with the woman’s son and daughter in law
until the fire department arrived and could pro-
vide further care.

Robert Kost is a brave and heroic man who
has saved the lives of many people thanks to
his devotion and dedication to his career as a
professional dispatcher. Because of these
commendable actions taken by Robert Kost, |
rise to honor him today.

——————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF E.F. BOYD & SON
FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 100th anniversary of E.F.
Boyd & Son Funeral Homes, Inc. The Boyd
family, which owns 3 funeral homes in the
Cleveland area, has been in business since
1905, and is celebrating a century in business.

Elmer F. Boyd, a native of Cleveland, Ohio,
originally owned a barber shop but realized
the need for a funeral home that catered to Af-
rican Americans. Boyd then opened the third
funeral home in the Cleveland area that
served blacks.

In the time before automobiles Boyd would
use a city owned streetcar named the Black
Mariah to carry bodies and families to burial
sites. Boyd would also go to the homes of the
deceased to embalm or preserve the bodies,
and he would sew the lining into the casket
himself before manufacturers lined caskets.

In the late 1930s Boyd’s son William joined
the business, and later his son William II, and
daughters Marina and Marcella took on the
duties of their father and grandfather.

Since the passing of Elmer Boyd many
other members of the family have kept the
business running, including his great-grand-
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daughter, and oldest daughter of William II,
Victoria. Victoria is the only female in the fam-
ily who has both an embalmer and funeral di-
rector’s license.

Four generations have made possible the
successful continuation and expansion of E.F.
Boyd & Son Funeral Homes for 100 years.

On behalf of the people of the 11th Con-
gressional District, | wish to commend E.F.
Boyd & Son Funeral Homes, Inc. on their
100th anniversary. Their existence is a true
testament to family values and dedication, and
the continuing legacy of the American dream.

————

SUPPORTING GOLD STAR
MOTHERS DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, as our Na-
tion honors Gold Star Mothers, | rise today to
honor a Gold Star mother from Colorado.
JoAnn Rehn was born and raised in Milbank,
South Dakota, on a dairy farm called Schmidt
Dairy. She married her husband Charles Rehn
about 40 years ago. They had 3 sons. The
oldest, Joe, the middle Randall, and Jimmy
the youngest.

They moved to Colorado 33 years ago and
settled in Longmont, where JoAnn lives today.
For many years she has run a small business
out of her home. She is a hardworking, indus-
trious woman.

The military heritage comes from a great,
great grandfather on the father’'s side. He was
a Swedish General. JoAnn’s son Randy joined
the military in the mid-80’s. Jobs were scarce,
he was a gung-ho guy, and there was lots of
opportunity in the military.

Sadly, Randy lost his life on April 3, 2003 in
battle during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Despite
the heartbreak of losing Randy, the family still
believes he died for a noble cause. When
asked why his mother should be honored,
Randy’s brother Joe said, “She believed in
what he was doing, fighting for our freedom,
and despite the loss, she would make the sac-
rifice again. Our freedom is worth more than
dollars. Having Randy gone is a negative for
me and our family. But here is the positive
part: freedom for America is what it is all
about and God bless everyone else that feels
the same way.”

Randy’s brother Joe also thinks it is really
hard on his Mom to hear about more soldiers
being killed on the news everyday. “You have
to continually re-live the loss over and over,
and that makes moms and families hurt con-
tinually. Hopefully it ends soon and we can all
move on,” Joe said.

Up to 1,000 people attended Randy’s fu-
neral in Longmont, paying the highest respect
to him and his loved ones. It is my hope that
Randy Rehn’s family, especially his dear
mother, feels the continued respect, admira-
tion, and heartfelt sympathy from Members of
Congress and Americans across this great na-
tion.
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