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Democratic Party. The condition of our local
communities stands at the heart of our Na-
tion’s well being, and we should all commend
and find ourselves humbled by those individ-
uals who dedicate themselves to their specific
improvement and prosperity. Barbara Graves
is one such individual and, for her great work,
is being honored by the Santa Cruz County
Democratic Central Committee, SCCDCC, as
the 2005 Democrat of the Year.

Barbara has worked tirelessly to improve
and protect her community, having served as
Capitola’s alternate on the Regional Transpor-
tation Commission, Capitola’s representative
to the Advisory Committee of the Monterey
Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District, Chair
of Capitola Walks Club, the Ventana Chapter’s
Delegate Alternate to the Sierra Club’s Na-
tional Council, Chair of the local Sierra Club
Political Committee, and Treasurer of the En-
vironmental Council of Santa Cruz County.
Ms. Graves serves currently as the Region 9
Director and Environmental Caucus Secretary
of the California Democratic Party, and con-
tributes in no small way to the betterment of
her community by coordinating both the non-
profit “Traffic Busters in Schools” and WAVE.
As part of her dedication to the Democratic
Party and with the hopes of fostering political
innovation she also coordinates the Santa
Cruz County Precinct Captains Program pro-
viding, among other things, free training on the
use of campaign data tools.

Mr. Speaker, | stand today to honor Ms.
Barbara Graves as an exceptional citizen and
community leader. Barbara’s ongoing service
to the Democratic Party and undaunted com-
mitment to her community show her as an ex-
ample to all those who wonder how it is that
one person might affect real, substantial
change, and | commend the Santa Cruz
County D.C.C. on their recognition of Bar-
bara’s work and achievement. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for the opportunity to honor this ex-
emplary individual.

CELEBRATING THE BIRTHDAY OF
RENEE ROSE, A GREAT CALIFOR-
NIAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 65th birthday of a great
Californian, a great American and a great
friend. Renee Rose—a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, daughter, colleague, one-time
potential mayoral candidate, world traveler,
restaurant and theatre connoisseur.

While not a native of California, Renee is as
much a part of the San Francisco landscape
as is the Golden Gate Bridge (but a few years
younger). To all who have been befriended, or
mothered by Renee—which is more than |
could possibly get in this statement—she is a
loyal, thoughtful, funny and incredibly giving
friend that everyone treasures and feel
blessed that Renee is part of their life. If we
only go around once in life—everyone needs
a Renee in it. May | also mention that she
makes one heck-of-a chocolate fudge brownie.
| salute you Renee and wish you a very happy
birthday!

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the
birthday of Renee Rose. | urge my colleagues
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to join me in honoring this remarkable woman
and the contributions she has made to Cali-
fornia.

———————

CONGRATULATING DOROTHY H.
FINLEY ON RECEIVING THE ARI-
ZONA THEATRE COMPANY’S
GEORGY AWARD

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to draw attention to the accomplish-
ments of a personal friend and longtime com-
munity leader, Dorothy H. Finley of Tucson,
Arizona. On September 24, 2005, Dorothy will
receive the Arizona Theatre Company’s (ATC)
“Georgy Award” at its Gala 2005 for her out-
standing contributions to theater in the Tucson
community.

As a longtime donor to ATC, Dorothy has
served on ATC’s Board of Trustees for many
years and has sponsored partnerships be-
tween the theatre and Tucson schools. Her
public service commitments include a wide
range of organizations including non-profit
groups and community associations including
the Greater Tucson Economic Council, Ari-
zona Aerospace Foundation, and the Univer-
sity of Arizona Alumni Association. Addition-
ally, she serves on a number of governor-ap-
pointed positions including the Arizona State
Liquor Board and the Governor's Council on
Workforce Policy.

A native Arizonan, Dorothy has been a part
of the Miller Brewing Company since 1948
when she and her late husband, Harold Fin-
ley, began the distributorship in Cochise coun-
ty. Today, under her leadership, the company
serves retailers throughout Pima, Pinal, and
Santa Cruz counties.

A strong proponent of quality education,
Dorothy has also been active in the academic
arena. She has served as both a teacher and
principal in the Tucson Unified School District
for over 30 years. In addition, she was elected
as Chairman of the TUSD Elementary School
Principals, has served as President of the Ari-
zona Elementary School Administrators,
served on the Pima Community College Foun-
dation Board of Directors, and founded the
Women’s Studies Advisory Council at the Uni-
versity of Arizona. In December 1994, she
was nominated by the University of Arizona
College of Education to receive the Alumni As-
sociation Sidney S. Woods Service Award for
her outstanding service to the College and to
the University.

In 1989, Dorothy received the Woman of the
Year Award, and in 1994 she was named one
of Tucson’s Most Influential People. Dorothy
was also honored at the Pentagon with the
2003 Honorary Zachary and Elizabeth Na-
tional Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian
Award.

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, |
am honored to recognize Ms. Finley for receiv-
ing this prestigious award, and to express my
gratitude for her service and leadership. Her
deep commitment to the advancement of com-
munity culture and education has had a tre-
mendous impact in the Tucson community. It
is with great pleasure that | congratulate my
friend Dorothy H. Finley today for this award,
which duly recognizes her important work.
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A TRIBUTE TO SANDRA HOLMAN-
BACOTE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Sandra Holman-Bacote, upon
her retirement as a Regional Director of the
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission
which is mandated to enforce the Common-
wealth’s laws against discrimination.

During her 29-year tenure, Ms. Bacote has
served five governors. She was the highest
ranking woman in the State civil service sys-
tem and she has provided exemplary service
to the residents of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Under her direction, the Phila-
delphia regional office, which has the respon-
sibility to direct the Commission’s investiga-
tive, enforcement and adjudication responsibil-
ities in Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Delaware
and Montgomery Counties, has been widely
recognized because of its commitment and
continuity of diligence, effectiveness and ac-
cessibility.

Fiercely committed to human and civil rights
her appointment to the PHRC in 1976 was a
natural fit. A distinguished alumnus of Temple
University and the University of Pennsylvania,
she was a part of the academic vanguard to
integrate public administration and profes-
sional social work theory. Applying these dis-
ciplines she further expanded her portfolio to
include international racism and discrimination
as an official observer to the United Nation’s
Convention on the Elimination of Racism and
Discrimination, in Geneva, Switzerland in 1983
and as a member of a non-Governmental Or-
ganization delegation to the United Nations
Convention on the Status of Women in
Nairobi, Kenya in 1985.

Throughout her career she has involved
herself with hands-on community building ef-
forts by serving on scores of community and
civil rights organizations.

And as we look at her nearly three decades
of leadership in the PHRC we see that she
has successfully and valiantly combined gov-
ernment service, a sensitive and informed
global perspective and a profound commit-
ment to community and family.

———

WEST DEER VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the West Deer
Volunteer Fire Department, WDVFD, on their
60th anniversary of service.

Over the past 60 years the WDVFD has
maintained its mission of protecting the resi-
dents of Deer Township. Serving nearly
12,000 people and almost 29,000 square
miles, the WDVFD has established a tremen-
dous amount of respect among the community
for their public service. Since 1945, the
WDVFD has developed, maintained, and
strengthened a strong mutual trust and open
communication between the fire department
and the community in which it protects.




E1912

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the 60th anniversary of the WDVFD. It is
an honor to represent the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure
to salute such principled public servants as
the West Deer Volunteer Fire Department.

—

REMEMBERING BASSIST KETER
BETTS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of the legendary bassist William
Thomas Betts, better known as “Keter”, who
died at age 77 on August 6, 2005.

Mr. Betts was born on July 25, 1928 in Port
Chester, New York, raised by his mother, who
was a hard working domestic worker. He re-
ceived his nickname from a family friend who
said he was as cute as a mosquito. From
there, mosquito became Skeeter and evolved
into Keter. Betts began his musical love affair
while on a milk and bread errand for his moth-
er. On his journey he came across a drummer
in an ltalian parade band. Enchanted by the
music, he followed the band across town.
After he braved the wrath of his mother for not
coming right home, he expressed his fascina-
tion with the drums. His mother arranged for
him to take drum lessons.

In 1946, Betts made the switch from the
drums to the bass after the experience of hav-
ing to lug the drums up and down four flights
of stairs, and after an influential encounter
with a bassist in Cab Calloway’s band, Milt
Hinton. At the age of nineteen, Betts landed
his first professional gig, playing for Carmen
Leggio for 13 weeks in the D.C. area. After
touring the country from 1949 to 1951, Betts
met jazz singer Dinah Washington and toured
with her from 1951 until 1956. The next 5
years found Betts working in the hottest clubs
in the country and touring Europe and South
America with Charlie Byrd and Woody Her-
man. In 1964, Betts joined up with Ella Fitz-
gerald for a short tour. He would rejoin her
several more times, and their career together
would span 24 years.

Since the early sixties, Betts has instructed
countless young people on musical apprecia-
tion through various programs, including
Washington’s Performing Arts Society’s Con-
certs in Schools and Prince George County’s
Arts Alive. Although he has appeared on
countless albums and performances, Betts did
not release his first solo album until 1998
called Bass, Buddies & Blues. One year later
he released a second album, Bass, Buddies &
Blues Beauty Too. Betts was also a member
of the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Big
Band and was inducted into the Washington
Area Music Association Hall of Fame. Betts
performed annually at the All-Star Christmas
Jazz Jam on the Millennium Stage from 2000
to 2004.

William Thomas Betts, one of jazz’s musical
geniuses, was truly “on the top plateau of all
the bass players.” His contributions to both
American musical history specifically and
American history in general, cannot be denied.
Although Betts will be greatly missed, his leg-
acy lives through his music.
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| submit the obituary of Wiliam Thomas
Betts found in the August 6th edition of the
Washington Post.

JAZZ BASSIST KETER BETTS DIES AT 77
(By Adam Bernstein)

Keter Betts, 77, a jazz bassist heard on
more than 200 recordings, notably with
guitarist Charlie Byrd and singers Dinah
Washington and Ella Fitzgerald, was found
dead Aug. 6 at his home in Silver Spring.

The cause of death has not been deter-
mined, according to the McGuire funeral
home in the District.

Trumpeter Clark Terry, formerly with the
Duke Ellington and ‘‘Tonight Show” orches-
tras, said Mr. Betts was ‘‘on the top plateau
of all the bass players.”

Mr. Betts played in hands with Oscar Pe-
terson, Tommy Flanagan, Woody Herman,
Nat Adderley, Joe Pass, Clifford Brown and
Vince Guaraldi.

After he made the Washington area his
home in the mid-1950s, Mr. Betts teamed
with Byrd, the lyrical guitarist who made
his name with sensual, samba-inspired bossa
nova music. They were regulars at the Show-
boat Lounge in the District and made several
State Department-sponsored trips abroad.

During one trip to Brazil, Mr. Betts be-
came enthralled with samba records and, he
said, spent months persuading Byrd to play
the music around Washington.

Although Mr. Betts was on the million-
selling ‘‘Jazz Samba’ (1962) album—recorded
at Washington’s All Souls Unitarian
Church—stars Byrd and saxophonist Stan
Getz were credited with launching the bossa
nova craze in the United States.

One of the most memorable songs from the
album, ‘‘Desafinado,” featured Mr. Betts
doing the supple bass-line introduction. But
his contribution to finding the music went
unheralded until recent years, after he spoke
to JazzTimes magazine about his role.

Ken Kimery, a producer and drummer with
the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orches-
tra, told The Washington Post in 2003: ‘“My
experience with him is that he feels the
story will come out, and he does not feel
he’ll have to be the one who takes the effort
to do that. . . . Here’s a gentleman who’s
done so much and does not feel the need to
self-promote.”’

William Thomas Betts was born in Port
Chester, N.Y., July 22, 1928, and was raised
by his single mother, a domestic worker. He
got his nickname when a family friend said
the baby was as cute as a mosquito. Mos-
quito became Skeeter, then Keter.

One day, his mother sent the youngster for
milk and bread at the market. Thrilled by
the sound of a passing Italian parade, he fol-
lowed the drummer across town. He was gone
four hours with the milk and bread.

“My mother almost killed me when I got
home,” he told an interviewer. “I got a
whippin’. After that, I told my mother I
wanted to play drums.”

She figured that if her fury did not dis-
suade him, he must be serious. She arranged
for drum lessons.

His switch to the bass came one day in
1946, his senior year in high school. He went
to New York to see Cab Calloway’s big band
and meet the drummer. When bassist Milt
Hinton appeared at the stage door, he told
the teenager that the drummer was gone but
that he would spring for a 35-cent lunch. He
also talked up the bass.

Ultimately, Hinton’s words were not as
persuasive to Mr. Betts as the fact that car-
rying a drum set up four flights of stairs to
his mother’s apartment was excruciating.

Almost from the start, Mr. Betts’s profes-
sional career brought him to Washington.
New York area saxophonist Carmen Leggio
invited Mr. Betts to play with his band at a
club near the Howard Theatre in 1947.
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In 1949, while Mr. Betts was playing at
Washington’s Club Bali, R&B bandleader
Earl Bostic heard and hired him. He made
his recording debut that year on Bostic’s
rendition of “Wrap Your Troubles in
Dreams.”

“I didn’t want to play R&B,” Mr. Betts
said. ““‘But it was a good chance to go on the
road and see the country.”

He met Dinah Washington in 1951, when
she and pianist Wynton Kelly were doing a
one-nighter with Bostic’s band. The singer
offered Mr. Betts a job, and he spent five
years with the notorious Queen of the Blues
and cut several classic records, including
“Dinah Jams” (1954) and ‘‘Dinah!” (1956).

Her gruff exterior was ‘‘for the people,”
Mr. Betts said. ‘‘She was a different person
inside.” She paid for Mr. Betts’s wedding re-
ception in 1953 at Birdland in New York; Tito
Puente provided the music.

Washington taught Mr. Betts a secret to
good musicianship: Learn the lyrics. She
said the best musicians know the entire
song, not just the chord changes.

“There’s an art to playing behind the sing-
er,” he said later. “When the singer comes
onstage, they’re buck naked. And it’s the job
of the group backing her up to dress that
person for the audience.”

He met Fitzgerald through his golfing
partner, bassist Ray Brown, the singer’s ex-
husband and business manager. Mr. Betts
played with Fitzgerald in the mid-1960s and
again from 1971 to 1993, often doing weeks of
one-nighters around the world.

Meanwhile, he played at the Kennedy Cen-
ter and on jazz cruises. He also stayed active
in musical education through Head Start,
among other programs. At the Wolf Trap In-
stitute for Early Learning Through the Arts,
he often amazed the kindergarten set by tak-
ing ‘“Happy Birthday’ and covering it in dif-
ferent styles: classical, Bragzilian, country
and western, rock and jazz.

In 1994, he was inducted into the Wash-
ington Area Music Association’s Hall of
Fame.

He emerged as a bandleader with a flurry
of recent CDs and composed a handful of
songs, notably the sweet and tender ‘‘Pinky’s
Waltz,” in memory of his wife, Mildred
Grady Betts, who died in 2000.

Survivors include five children, William
Betts Jr. of Washington, Jon Betts of Olney,
Derek Betts of Los Angeles and Jacquelyn
Betts and Jennifer Betts, both of Silver
Spring; and four grandchildren.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISASTER
AREA HEALTH AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL MONITORING ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today | am
introducing the Disaster Area Health and Envi-
ronmental Monitoring Act with my colleagues
Representatives CHRIS SHAYS and TIM BISHOP.

During a disaster our first responders hero-
ically rush to the disaster area with little regard
for their personal safety in hopes of saving
others. We owe it to them to at least monitor
their health when it has been put at risk. Un-
fortunately, no such program exists. There is
no better example of this than what has hap-
pened in the aftermath of 9/11.

Today, more than 4 years after 9/11, there
are literally thousands of individuals who are
still sick as a direct result of their work in and
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