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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
JACK CHESTER

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 19, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Jack Chester has been recog-
nized for his lifetime of exemplary service to
his community and to the Republican Party;
and

Whereas, Jack Chester has been acknowl-
edged for his performance and leadership in
the areas of law and hospital administration;
and

Whereas, Jack Chester should be com-
mended for his service to the United States
Navy and in the Electoral College.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Jack Chester for his
outstanding accomplishments.

———————

CHILDREN’S SAFETY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 14, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union under con-
sideration in bill (H.R. 3132) to make im-
provements to the national sex offender reg-
istration program, and for other purposes:

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, we are faced
with an historic opportunity this year to pass
legislation to combat violent hate crimes that
continue to plague our country.

Despite the brutal killing of Matthew
Shepard 7 years ago, Congress has failed to
pass the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Prevention Act. We have a rare opportunity
today to finally pass this bill as an amendment
to a crime bill, and we must not let this oppor-
tunity pass us by again.

In the years that followed Matthew
Shepard’s death, thousands of hate crimes
have been committed and Congress has failed
to protect gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and
transgender individuals from these heinous
crimes.

Tragically, we are all far too familiar with the
violent acts of hate crime. Congress has been
too slow in responding to the hate crimes that
continue to threaten our communities all
across America. Time after time, we hear hor-
ror stories of murderers attacking innocent
people because they happen to be members
of a certain community.

Remember, hate crimes are especially odi-
ous because they victimize more than just the
individual victim; they also are acts of ter-
rorism directed against an entire class of citi-
zens. When a hate crime is committed, it
sends a message to every member of the tar-

geted group that they risk their lives simply by
remaining part of that community or ascribing
to that identity. Americans should never have
to be afraid to live the way they choose.

The Conyers amendment would strengthen
existing Federal law in two ways. First, it re-
moves the requirement that the victim be en-
gaged in a federally protected activity when
the crime is committed. The amendment will
thereby make it easier for Federal authorities
to prosecute or assist local authorities in pros-
ecuting hate crimes. Second, it expands the
definition of hate crimes to include those moti-
vated by gender, gender identity, disability,
and sexual orientation.

We must all redouble our efforts to pass
sensible hate crimes prevention legislation this
year. We must continue our fight to protect
American families from violent bigotry and vi-
cious acts of hatred. | urge my colleagues to
vote for the Conyers amendment.

———

H.R. 3673, SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS BILL FOR HURRI-
CANE RELIEF

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 19, 2005

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of the supplemental appropriations
bill for the Hurricane Katrina disaster relief.

My heart goes out to the people of New Or-
leans, and to all the families affected by
Katrina in States across the gulf coast. The
huge path of devastation Katrina left behind
has horrified us all. And we have been equally
horrified by the conditions and difficulties con-
fronting the affected families as they struggle
to meet life and death challenges brought
each day since the hurricane.

As | have, the entire world has been moved
by the resiliency and fortitude of these stalwart
Americans and their ability to pick up the
pieces and move forward. | know that State
and local officials in Louisiana and all the af-
fected States take enormous pride in their
people and appreciate the outpouring of as-
sistance that has been rendered to those in
need by police, emergency personnel, reli-
gious organizations, the Congressional His-
panic Caucus, the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, our military, National Guard, and the
community at large.

Tragically, this administration failed to meet
its responsibilities, and the Republican leader-
ship in Congress, which oversees our Federal
agencies, must share the blame for the terribly
inadequate response to Hurricane Katrina by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
FEMA and the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. Repeatedly, the Republican leadership
has cut critical funding and personnel for
FEMA. The Federal response along the gulf
coast was poorly planned, inadequately co-
ordinated, and just plain late, leaving hundreds
of thousands to endure prolonged peril.

In addition to my concern about the human
welfare of the victims of Hurricane Katrina, |
am also concerned that the inadequate re-
sponse to this emergency has exposed weak-
nesses that indicate we may not be ade-
quately prepared to meet the challenge of a
terrorist attack or future national disasters. It is
essential therefore, that we carefully scrutinize
what went wrong. Not to point fingers or place
blame, but to identify and to correct our mis-
takes, and fortify our weaknesses in order to
assure the American public that things will be
different in the future.

| support this funding bill today, because
clearly it is needed. However, | am deeply dis-
appointed in the Republican leadership’s cur-
rent approach to address this disaster and the
weaknesses it has uncovered. With little con-
sultation with Democrats, Congress has al-
ready given nearly $60 bilion to FEMA, an
agency universally recognized to have failed in
its mission on the gulf coast. Rather than work
in a bi-partisan way to address the weak-
nesses in FEMA and require accountability for
the millions of appropriated dollars, the Re-
publican leadership has unnecessarily rushed
through two appropriations bills with little de-
bate and no opportunities for amendment by
the House.

Meaningful corrections to our emergency re-
sponse capabilities will take time and careful
consideration by both parties in Congress
working together on behalf of the American
people. Yet the Republican leadership, again
without consulting Democrats, has moved for-
ward with a partisan proposal for oversight
hearings controlled by the very same congres-
sional leadership responsible for lack of over-
sight and inadequate funding of FEMA in the
first place.

If we are genuinely interested in getting to
the root of the problem, a “no holds barred”
analysis of FEMA’s shortcomings is critical.
The most effective way to meet this objective
is through an investigation conducted by an
outside, nonpartisan panel of experts, such as
the 9-11 Commission, which shed so much
light on our intelligence shortcomings. Even
while we are stunned by the devastation of
Katrina and know that FEMA and the adminis-
tration should have done better, we should not
shy away from taking a hard look at what went
wrong and how we can correct it. Again, such
evaluation does not constitute finger point-
ing—it is clearly the responsible thing to do. It
is a responsible act in order to be adequately
prepared for a future crisis or disaster. We
owe no less to those who have suffered and
lost so much during this disaster and we owe
no less to the American people.

| will support this necessary funding today.
In the future, however, the Appropriations
Committee must be given the opportunity to
perform its mission to scrutinize requests care-
fully. And the House must be allowed the time
to debate and amend the bill as necessary.

Mr. Speaker, many have already com-
mented that the response to this national trag-
edy differs significantly from the bipartisan
conduct and unified feeling we had after the
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terrorist attacks on September 11. Let’'s again
resolve to proceed in a bipartisan manner to
address the underlying problems of our na-
tional disaster response as we continue to
supply the necessary support to the people of
New Orleans and the gulf coast to enable
them to put their lives and their communities
together again.

———

TRIBUTE TO HALL OF FAME
COACH JIM BOEHEIM

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 19, 2005

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Syracuse University’s Head Coach and
my fellow Central New Yorker, Jim Boeheim.
On September 10, 2005, Coach Boeheim was
inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame join-
ing the likes of legendary coaches such as
Red Auerbach, Lenny Wilkens, and Dean
Smith.

On and off the court, Coach Boeheim has
proven to be a great leader and a great men-
tor. Both his colleagues and players admire
his coaching abilities as well as his personal
traits.

Coach Boeheim became head coach of Syr-
acuse University in 1976 after working as an
assistant. Since then, his resume shows a re-
markable list of accomplishments:

703 career wins;

74.5 winning percentage;

1 National Championship—2003;

10 consecutive NCAA tournament appear-
ances;

3 Final Four appearances;

40 NCAA Tournament wins;

27 20-win seasons;

Big East All Time Wins Coach;

Three-time Big East Coach of the Year;

Eight Big East regular season champion-
ships;

Elected to Greater Syracuse Sports Hall of
Fame—1991;

2000 Recipient of the Claire Bee Award;

Three-time USBWA choice for Coach of the
Year;

Nine-time NABC District 1| Coach of the
Year;

Eighth-fastest Division | coach to reach 600
wins.

Clearly his record alone is worthy of his in-
duction into the Basketball Hall of Fame, but
as any Syracuse native can attest, his efforts
do not stop on the hardwood floor. Both he
and his wife Juli are active community mem-
bers. They organize and participate in a wide
variety of community events; all with the goal
of giving back to the people who have given
them so much.

Topping the Boeheims’ list of community en-
deavors is their creation of Coaches vs. Can-
cer's Basket Ball. Basket Ball, a yearly cele-
bration of dinner and dancing aimed at raising
funds for local American Cancer Society pro-
grams and services, has brought in hundreds
of thousands of dollars and benefited an un-
told number of cancer victims.

Mr. Speaker, undoubtedly Coach Boeheim
deserves this prestigious honor, and it is with
great pleasure that | help recognize his com-
mitment to Syracuse University, Syracuse bas-
ketball, and our community as a whole.
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HONORING AND MEMORIALIZING
THE PASSENGERS AND CREW OF
UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT 93

SPEECH OF

HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 13, 2005

Mr. MURPHY. Madam Speaker, 4 years
after the passengers and crew of United Air-
lines Flight 93 gave their lives to save others,
Congress recognized their heroic actions by
passing legislation calling for a permanent me-
morial in the U.S. Capitol. The presence of
mind and strength they exhibited on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 averted an even greater trag-
edy in the Pittsburgh region.

As passengers and crew of Flight 93 called
their loved ones and quickly learned of their
fate, they knew what had to be done. Looking
out the plane’s windows that clear day, they
saw our homes, our schools, and our commu-
nities in southwestern Pennsylvania. Valuing
human life, something their hijackers did not,
they waited to act until they were over an
empty field, sparing our lives. Their goal of
averting tragedy in our Nation’s capital was re-
alized, but in their final moments, they were
also thinking of us.

For their actions that day, families through-
out southwestern Pennsylvania hold a special
place in their hearts for the passengers and
crew of Flight 93. Prayers of thanks go to
them for giving their lives to save so many. |
encourage every resident of the 18th Congres-
sional District visiting Washington, DC to take
time to stop by the memorial after its comple-
tion and honor Flight 93. We have our lives,
our families, and an enduring example of the
human spirit for which to thank them.

—

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
DON MELHORN

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 19, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Don Melhorn received the Presi-
dent's Award from the Muskingum County
Farm Bureau; and

Whereas, Don Melhorn has been acknowl-
edged by the members of the Muskingum
County Farm Bureau for his excellence and
commitment toward farming; and

Whereas, Don Melhorn should be com-
mended for his outstanding dedication to the
Muskingum County Farm Bureau and for his
exceptional knowledge and expertise.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Don Melhorn for re-
ceiving the President’ s Award.

——————

IN HONOR OF DR. AMANDA BADEN,
2005 ANGEL IN ADOPTION

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 19, 2005

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an extraordinary woman, Dr.

September 19, 2005

Amanda Baden, who is an outstanding exam-
ple of someone who has made a critical dif-
ference in the lives of children through work
on adoption issues. Dr. Baden, a Licensed
Psychologist and Assistant Professor at
Montclair State College, is my congressional
district's Angel in Adoption. Unfortunately, |
was unable to attend the gala honoring her, so
| hope to honor her now.

Dr. Baden’s commitment to adoption issues
is rooted in her own history: She was born in
Hong Kong and adopted as an infant by a
couple from New York. She has used her per-
sonal experience to advance the under-
standing of trans-racial adoption by academics
and professionals. Her contributions to the
adoption community have touched many lives.

Through her passion and determination, she
has actively engaged and educated profes-
sionals in the adoption process. She co-devel-
oped the Cultural-Racial Identity Model, which
has gained recognition for its value as an al-
ternative means for considering the identity
paths for transracial adoptees. Dr. Baden,
along with Mary O’Leary Wiley, recently pub-
lished a journal article pertaining to birth par-
ent issues in The Counseling Psychologist.
She was also part of the writing team that
published the “Outstanding Major Contribu-
tion” in The Counseling Psychologist on adop-
tion issues in 2003. She has lectured region-
ally and nationally and she has co-chaired the
series of adoption-related conferences at St.
John’s University in New York City. She has
conducted numerous workshops about the
psychology of adoption for professionals, fami-
lies, and adoptees of all ages. | look forward
to her soon-to-be-published work, The Hand-
book of Adoption, which | believe will become
a singular reference for families interested in
adoption.

In addition, Dr. Baden gives freely of her
time to many organizations involved in adop-
tion. She is a consultant and board member to
both the Korean Adoptee and Adoptive Family
Network (KAAN) and the Families with Chil-
dren from China of Greater New York
(FCCNY). She also contributes her time to
International Adoption Alliance and the Chil-
dren’s Aid and Family Services organizations
in New Jersey. Dr. Baden has even found
time to initiate and lead a peer-support group
for professionals dealing with issues of adop-
tion in their own fields.

Dr. Baden is highly recommended by her
peers in the academic world and by those in
the adoption field. She holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology from Penn State
University, a Master of Education in Coun-
seling from the University of Georgia, and a
Ph.D. in counseling psychology from Michigan
State University. | invite you to visit her
website www.transracialadoption.net to learn
more about her work and adoption issues.

Dr. Amanda Baden is a remarkable indi-
vidual who has set an example of passion and
commitment we should all strive to achieve.

UGANDA
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 19, 2005
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

express our Nation’s gratitude for the contribu-
tion made by the people and Government of
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