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CONGRATULATIONS TO SHARDAY 
M. BROWN, RECIPIENT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL FREEDOM SCHOL-
ARSHIP 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the superior academic performance 
of Sharday M. Brown, a recipient of this year’s 
Presidential Freedom Scholarship. Thirteen 
students in the 26th Congressional District are 
receiving this special recognition. 

This award recognizes outstanding service 
and citizenship initiatives by the students who 
were nominated, and provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge their leadership. Administered 
by Learn and Serve America, the scholarship 
provides $500 in Federal funds, matched with 
$500 from a community organization or busi-
ness obtained for the student by their high 
school or Boys and Girls Club. Winners must 
have completed at least 100 hours of commu-
nity service, either through a school-based 
service-learning program or independently 
through service at a nonprofit or faith-based 
organization. 

Sharday is a member of the Boys and Girls 
Club of Cooke County Teen Center. This or-
ganization also contributed matching funds 
worth $500. 

Over 38,000 students to date have received 
this award and I extend my sincere congratu-
lations to Sharday M. Brown for being one of 
them. This student’s contribution and services 
should serve as inspiration to those who wish 
to make a positive difference in the lives of 
others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING IAN LEWIS HENDER-
SON FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK 
OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Ian Lewis Henderson of Kansas 
City, Missouri, a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 395, and in 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. Ian will receive his Eagle at a Court of 
Honor on September 18 at Pine Ridge Pres-
byterian Church. 

Ian has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the 
years Ian has been involved with scouting, he 
has earned numerous merit badges and has 
served in leadership positions within his troop. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ian Lewis Henderson for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. It is an 
honor to represent Eagle Scout Henderson in 
the United States Congress. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BILL STRAUB 
AND DEBRA MEADE 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Bill Straub and 
Debra Meade for their many years of hard 
work and support toward the game of shoot-
ing, throughout the entire State of Pennsyl-
vania. 

Bill and Debra have dedicated themselves 
to the game of shooting by holding several po-
sitions at the Pennsylvania Skeet Shooting As-
sociation (PSSA). Over the years, both Debra 
and Bill have occupied various offices at the 
PSSA, including Director, President, and Vice 
President. Currently, Bill is the Shoot Manager 
of the PA State Skeet Championships and 
Debbie holds the office of Secretary/Treasurer 
at the PSSA. 

The pair has also been very active in the 
National Skeet Shooting Association, both 
serving as Directors. Bill and Debra have left 
their mark on the sport in their own right. Bill 
has been named to the All American Skeet 
and PA State Skeet Teams, as well as earn-
ing an induction into to the PA Skeet Shooting 
Association’s Hall of Fame. Debra, who has 
shot nearly 100,000 skeet targets, has gar-
nered numerous accolades and Lady Cham-
pionship Victories throughout her career. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Bill and Debra. It is an honor to rep-
resent the Fourth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania and a pleasure to salute such 
dedicated citizens as Bill Straub and Debra 
Meade. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ORANGE 
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL 
TEAM ON THEIR TRIP TO THE 
2005 LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL 
WORLD SERIES 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and my sincere congratulations that I 
rise today to join the community of Orange, 
Connecticut to celebrate the achievements of 
the Orange Little League All-Star Softball 
Team. The team and their coaches recently 
returned from Portland, Oregon where they 
went to the Championship game in the 2005 
Little League Softball World Series. Though 

they did not win their final game, they rep-
resented Orange and the State of Connecticut 
well and I am honored to have this opportunity 
to extend my sincere congratulations to them 
for this wonderful effort! 

The Orange All-Star Softball Team, made 
up of eleven- and twelve-year-old girls, were 
undefeated and won the State Championship 
for the opportunity to play in the World Series. 
Throughout their regular season, the girls not 
only defeated every challenger they faced, 
but, more importantly, they learned one of 
life’s most valuable lessons—teamwork. Soft-
ball, like all sports, teaches us the value of 
teamwork, practice, camaraderie, and commit-
ment to excellence. These skills will serve 
these young people well as they begin to 
make a difference in the world. Working to-
gether, they have already accomplished so 
much. I have no doubt that each of these 
young women will enjoy great success in all of 
their future endeavors. 

At only eleven and twelve years old, each of 
these girls has demonstrated remarkable tal-
ent and a unique passion for the game. How-
ever, it has been under the guidance of their 
coaches that their skills have been developed 
and sharpened. It is with great pleasure that I 
also recognize Ken Slowik and the entire 
coaching staff—all of whom have worked hard 
to give these young people the chance to 
play! Without their efforts, the success of the 
Orange All-Stars would not be possible. 

It was wonderful to see the Orange commu-
nity come together in support of these young 
women and today’s parade is yet another ex-
ample of the excitement and enthusiasm that 
this community and its residents have shown 
the Orange Little League All-Star Softball 
Team. I am honored to stand with them today 
in extending my sincere congratulations to you 
for your outstanding team work and on your 
first-rate season. Win or lose, you have made 
us all proud! 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SPEAKIN’ OUT 
WEEKLY NEWS 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Speakin’ Out Weekly News on 
its twenty-fifth anniversary. 

Speakin’ Out is published in my Congres-
sional District and has become the longest 
running African-American owned newspaper in 
North Alabama and the Tennessee Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, the story behind Speakin’ Out 
is an inspiration to entrepreneurs in Alabama 
and across the country. In 1980, my friend 
William Smothers published the first issue of 
Speakin’ Out. It was published on his kitchen 
table in the City of Decatur with a meager 
budget of $800. 

Speakin’ Out quickly grew from its humble 
beginnings. It soon moved out of the kitchen 
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and into its first office located on the corner of 
Lee and Bank Street in Decatur, changing its 
format from a magazine to a tabloid news-
paper. 

In 1983, Speakin’ Out News merged with 
The Weekly News, published by Professor 
L.C. Jamar, Sr., and changed the company 
name to Speakin’ Out Weekly News. Fol-
lowing the merger, Speakin’ Out Weekly News 
relocated its office to Huntsville, Ala. The for-
mat was again changed from a tabloid to a 
broad sheet newspaper and remains so today. 

From its inception, Speakin’ Out covered 
politics, the arts, business, and health issues. 
The editorial content was geared toward the 
African American community. Its unique opin-
ions and balanced reporting has helped attract 
a large subscriber base. In fact, the news-
paper currently boasts a weekly readership in 
excess of 80,000. 

Furthermore, Speakin’ Out has established 
itself as a community partner in North Ala-
bama. It hosts and sponsors numerous events 
each year. Speakin’ Out has also established 
the North Alabama Journalism Center, its non- 
profit entity, serving as an educational and 
professional haven for students with an inter-
est in communications. The center collabo-
rates with surrounding colleges and univer-
sities to provide a venue for students to gain 
practical instruction. The center also offers an 
after school tutorial program, Starting Smarter, 
for students K–12. 

Mr. Speaker, Speakin’ Out Weekly News 
has given a voice to African-Americans in my 
community and has established itself as a reli-
able source of community events, news, and 
opinions. I appreciate the publication’s impar-
tial reporting, the hard work of its reporters, 
and its strong commitment to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, over the weekend of August 
13th and 14th, Speakin’ Out held a community 
wide celebration in honor of its silver anniver-
sary. I rise today to join them in their celebra-
tion and to congratulate them on this exciting 
milestone. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES 
BRAZELTON 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of my friend Jim 
Brazelton, who recently retired from his posi-
tion as Stanislaus County District Attorney. 

Jim began his career as a military police-
man assigned to the White House Security 
Detail. In 1963, he joined the City of Bakers-
field Police Department where he served as a 
patrolman, motorcycle officer and detective. 
Five years later, Jim accepted a position with 
the City of Orange’s police department where 
he worked his way through the ranks of patrol-
man, detective, watch commander, SWAT 
Commander and Sergeant. During his time 
there, he attended Western State University’s 
College of Law in Anaheim, California. Upon 
graduating in 1974, Jim left the department 
and practiced law for the next 11 years. 

In 1985, Jim came to the Stanislaus County 
District Attorney’s Office where he served in 

the felony trial division. As Senior Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney, he was responsible for the pros-
ecution of many high-profile homicide cases. 
In January of 1993, Jim was named Chief 
Deputy District Attorney for the Felony Supe-
rior Court Division. In August of 1995, he was 
named Chief Deputy District Attorney of Ad-
ministration. 

In March 1996, Jim was appointed by the 
Stanislaus County Supervisors to fill the unex-
pired term of the retiring District Attorney. Dis-
trict Attorney Brazelton ran unopposed in the 
1998 and 2002 elections. 

In addition to his duties as District Attorney, 
Jim is a member of the local Police Officer’s 
Association, where he has served both on the 
board and as president, as well as the 
Stanislaus County Association of Law Enforce-
ment Executives where he served as presi-
dent in 2000. In 2001, he was appointed by 
State Attorney General Bill Lockyer to serve 
on his Blue Ribbon SWAT Team Practices 
Commission. He has served as a member of 
the Board of Directors for the California Dis-
trict Attorneys Association, was on their Cap-
ital Litigation Committee for several years, and 
often lectures at their conferences. 

For the past several years, Jim has been an 
active and valued member of several worth-
while community organizations. He was an Ex-
ecutive Board member of Fight Crime-Invest in 
Kids and is on the board of the Carol Sund/ 
Carrington Memorial Reward Foundation. 

District Attorney James Brazelton has been 
dedicated to public safety and service for 
more than 40 years. For the past 20 years, he 
has vigorously and effectively sought to pro-
tect the citizens of Stanislaus County and to 
ensure justice for the victims of crime. I ask 
my colleagues in the House to join me in 
thanking Mr. Brazelton for his dedicated serv-
ice to the public and wish him the very best 
in the years to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TALIAH C. 
LAWSON, RECIPIENT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL FREEDOM SCHOL-
ARSHIP 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the superior academic performance 
of Taliah C. Lawson, a recipient of this year’s 
Presidential Freedom Scholarship. Thirteen 
students in the 26th Congressional District are 
receiving this special recognition. 

This award recognizes outstanding service 
and citizenship initiatives by the students who 
were nominated, and provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge their leadership. Administered 
by Learn and Serve America, the scholarship 
provides $500 in Federal funds, matched with 
$500 from a community organization or busi-
ness obtained for the student by their high 
school or Boys and Girls Club. Winners must 
have completed at least 100 hours of commu-
nity service, either through a school-based 
service learning program or independently 
through service at a nonprofit or faith-based 
organization. 

Taliah is a member of the Boys and Girls 
Club of Cooke County Teen Center. This or-
ganization also contributed matching funds 
worth $500. 

Over 38,000 students to date have received 
this award and I extend my sincere congratu-
lations to Taliah C. Lawson for being one of 
them. This student’s contribution and services 
should serve as inspiration to those who wish 
to make a positive difference in the lives of 
others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HELEN AND HARRY 
DANKS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize two outstanding constituents of 
Missouri’s Sixth Congressional District: Helen 
and Harry Danks of Grundy County, Missouri. 
Helen and Harry will celebrate their 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary on December 23, 2005. 

Helen and Harry Danks were married on 
December 23, 1945 in Memphis, Tennessee. 
At the time, Harry was serving our country at 
Millington Naval Air Station in Millington, Ten-
nessee and Helen was working at the Oak 
Ridge Bomb Plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Incidentally, Helen worked at Oak Ridge Bomb 
Plant at the same time that Fat Man and Little 
Boy were made. 

Helen and Harry Danks have been out-
standing citizens of Grundy County and North-
west Missouri. They have operated the family 
farm for over 50 years, and are dedicated and 
active members of their church and commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Helen and Harry Danks. Their 
marriage of 60 years is inspirational, and I am 
honored to represent them in the United 
States Congress. 

f 

CONGRATULATING STEPFAMILY 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Stepfamily 
Association of America (SAA) and recognize 
their efforts as they celebrate their annual 
Stepfamily Day on September 16, 2005. 

Over the past nine years the SAA, our Na-
tion’s largest stepfamily organization, has 
worked diligently to provide outreach to 
stepfamilies and to those who work with them. 
The SAA offers information, education, and 
support to stepfamilies across the country to 
ensure that they have the proper tools to build 
and maintain strong families. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the SAA and to acknowledge the annual 
Stepfamily Day. It is an honor to represent the 
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
and a pleasure to salute an organization like 
the Stepfamily Association of America. 
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