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wonderful example of such a school. It is with
great pride and appreciation for the role that
students, faculty, staff, and alumni at North
High play in North St. Paul and surrounding
communities that | submit this statement for
the official United States CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

————

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT TO MEET IM-
MEDIATE NEEDS ARISING FROM
THE CONSEQUENCES OF HURRI-
CANE KATRINA, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 2, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today our
thoughts and prayers are with the thousands
of citizens in Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama who have lost everything to Hurricane
Katrina—their homes, their livelihoods, their
families. Assisting people as they rebuild their
lives after this unprecedented natural disaster
is a moral responsibility of government. Like
my colleagues, my top concern remains the
search and rescue efforts underway on the
ground in this affected region, and | am grate-
ful for the heroic efforts of the relief workers
who have joined in this effort.

| am encouraged that the battered Gulf
Coast region will receive $10.5 billion in emer-
gency funding from Congress, funding that will
aid critical evacuation and recovery efforts as
well as allow this area to begin to recover.

However, the issue is less whether we have
the money for this—we will—than whether it
will be used efficiently. Despite early warnings
regarding the damage a hurricane could cause
to this region, it appears the President’s budg-
et underfunded countless flood control and
prevention projects.

At the same time, there are serious ques-
tions regarding the administration’s com-
petence in responding to this tragedy. In par-
ticular, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s incoherent response in the days fol-
lowing this disaster has been, in a word, unac-
ceptable. The American people, writing and
calling our offices here in Congress, are de-
manding accountability from their government.

In the coming days, they will begin to get
answers. But today, | want to urge the Presi-
dent to take responsibility and move the Fed-
eral Government to action. That must be our
continuing goal.

And so, Mr. Speaker, this emergency fund-
ing is a necessary first step on what will surely
be a long road to recovery, and | urge my col-
leagues to support it. In the coming days, | will
be working with my colleagues to ensure that
it is used expeditiously and appropriately. The
American people and the victims of this un-
precedented natural disaster deserve no less.

———

INTRODUCING THE RICE FARMERS
FAIRNESS ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | am today intro-
ducing the Rice Farmers Fairness Act. This
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legislation conditions the continuation of farm
subsidies in the state of Texas upon the main-
tenance of rice production. Federal law allows
for the continuation of subsidies to landowners
who discontinue tenant rice farming on their
land. In essence, this means that the subsidy
continues to flow in spite of an end to produc-
tion.

This is a “something for nothing” subsidy of
the worst kind! As a result of this provision,
there is a very real threat to the agricultural in-
frastructure. With landowners receiving sub-
sidies in spite of lack of production, the entire
warehousing, processing and “value-added”
industries are put at risk.

As grain elevators, processors and others
see a reduction in demand for their services
because of the diminution of production per-
mitted by Federal law, they have a disincen-
tive to continue to provide said services, serv-
ices which must remain in place in order for
those who remain in production to be able to
bring to market the rice which they continue to
produce. Thus, by way of the decimation of
the infrastructure, this subsidy to non-pro-
ducers comes at the expense of those who
continue to produce rice. Therefore, the provi-
sions of Federal law which provide this sub-
sidy actually amount to another form of Fed-
eral welfare, taking from producers and giving
to non-producers. These destructive govern-
ment policies have particularly pernicious ef-
fect in Texas, where rice farming, and the re-
lated industries, are a major sector of the
economy in many towns along the Texas
coast.

My legislation is very simple and direct in
dealing with this problem. It says that those
who have tenant rice farmers producing rice in
Texas must agree to continue to maintain rice
in their crop rotation if they wish to receive
subsidies. In this way, we can remove the per-
verse incentive, which the Federal Govern-
ment has provided to landowners to exit the
rice business and thereby put the entire rice
infrastructure at risk.

America’s rice farmers are the most effi-
cient, effective producers of rice in the world,
despite the many hurdles erected by Wash-
ington. The Rice Farmer Fairness Act helps
removes one of these hurdles and this makes
America’s rice farmers even more efficient. In
order to enhance our competitive position, we
should also end our embargoes of other na-
tions. Congress should eliminate the burden-
some taxes and regulations imposed on Amer-
ica’s farmers. | hope my colleagues will join
me in removing these federally imposed bur-
dens on rice farmers by supporting free trade,
low taxes and regulations, and cosponsoring
my Rice Farmer Fairness Act.

————

A CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE TO
ARCHITECT FRANK GEHRY’S
WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL
ON THE OCCASION OF THE
HALL’S INCLUSION IN THE U.S.
POSTAL SERVICE’S 2005
MASTERWORKS OF MODERN AR-
CHITECTURE SERIES

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 6, 2005

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate famed architect Frank
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Gehry for having his building, the Walt Disney
Concert Hall, included in the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice’s 2005 Masterworks of Modern Architec-
ture series. The hall is one of 12 modern
structures in the nation—and the only one on
the West Coast—featured in the postal stamp
collection now on sale at post offices through-
out the country.

As part of this series, the Walt Disney Con-
cert Hall is among a distinguished collection
that includes the Guggenheim Museum in
New York City, the Hancock Center tower in
Chicago and the East Building of the National
Gallery of Art in Washington, DC.

Located in my congressional district in
downtown Los Angeles, the Walt Disney Con-
cert Hall draws national attention to Los Ange-
les and serves as the centerpiece of down-
town’s successful revitalization that includes
showcasing the area’s diverse artistic and cul-
tural offerings.

Occupying a full city block on the historic
Bunker Hill, the concert hall serves most nota-
bly as the home of the Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic and its 3.6 acre site also includes
California’s smallest state park. Traveling at
the intersection of First Street and Grand Ave-
nue, passersby quickly take notice of Mr.
Gehry’s stunning design. The hall’s bold eye-
catching exterior is comprised of enormous
curves made of stainless steel. lts expansive
transparent doors and windows stretch along
Grand Avenue and welcome the public to
come inside. A futuristic-style external aerial
walkway begins on Grand Avenue, and lifts
visitors up and across the front of the venue,
offering views of City Hall and beyond, and
eventually winding around to the garden level
on the other side of the building.

The interior of the hall is just as original.
Acoustically designed by the world-renowned
Yasuhisa Toyota, the hardwood-paneled main
auditorium is lauded as state of the art. Even
the seating arrangement is insightful. Theater-
goers are seated on all sides of the orchestra
and the absence of private boxes—common in
most concert halls—adds a unique element to
the experience.

The history of the origin of this national
landmark is as inspirational as Mr. Gehry’s
creative genius. In 1987, Walt Disney’s widow
Lillian Disney gave a $50 million gift to the
community to build the concert hall as a way
of paying tribute to her late husband’s lifelong
commitment to the arts.

Sixteen vyears later, when the building
opened its doors in 2003, the completed Walt
Disney Concert Hall stood as a proud collabo-
ration of effort, talent and vision. There are
many to thank for helping to make the Walt
Disney Concert Hall a reality, including, but
not limited to, the ironworkers who built the
hall’s exterior and the many financial sponsors
who worked with The Music Center, the Los
Angeles Philharmonic Association, the County
of Los Angeles and the Disney family to obtain
the funding needed to complete the project.

It is truly because of their devotion and hard
work that so many visitors from all over the
world have had the opportunity to enjoy Mr.
Gehry’s architectural masterpiece that stands
today.

On behalf of all Angelenos, | congratulate
Mr. Gehry for being recognized in this special
way by the U.S. Postal Service and, above all,
| thank him for giving Los Angeles a cultural
and architectural jewel that will surely be en-
joyed for generations to come.
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EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT TO MEET IM-
MEDIATE NEEDS ARISING FROM
THE CONSEQUENCES OF HURRI-
CANE KATRINA, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 2, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to support
the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations
request before us today to provide $10.5 bil-
lion in immediate aid to our fellow Americans
who have been devastated by Hurricane
Katrina. This $10.5 billion in emergency fund-
ing will allow the Department of Defense and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
to continue the Federal Government's efforts
to help the people of Louisiana, Mississippi,
Alabama and other States impacted by the ef-
fects of Hurricane Katrina.

| am sure that the President will be request-
ing additional funds in the near future, and |
am equally sure that the Congress will re-
spond as quickly to approve the additional
funds as they are needed. Anyone watching
their televisions over the last week realizes
that the effects of Katrina have been of biblical
proportions. State and local officials have esti-
mated the number of deaths from Katrina to
be in the thousands, and property damage is
estimated to be in yet unknown billions of dol-
lars.

This is a national, natural disaster, and as
such it deserves a swift and effective national
response. We as a nation must come together
to help our neighbors who have suffered such
devastating losses.

It is the proper role of the Federal Govern-
ment to provide that national response to such
a national emergency. That is why | am
pleased that the Congress has acted so swiftly
to provide this immediate emergency funding
of $10.5 billion. And we as a nation, stand
ready to provide additional aid to the people
affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, | add my support
to the swift passage of this down payment of
$10.5 billion for recovery efforts from Hurri-
cane Katrina.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST.
FRANCIS MEDICAL CENTER COL-
LEGE OF NURSING

HON. RAY LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend hearty congratulations to the Saint
Francis Medical Center College of Nursing in
Peoria, IL, as they celebrate 100 years of pro-
viding quality nursing education. This out-
standing program was organized in 1905 as
the Saint Francis Hospital School of Nursing
by The Sisters of the Third Order of St.
Francis. Only 10 years later, the school was
approved for a diploma nursing program by
the State of lllinois.

As testament to their academic rigor and
overall success, the School of Nursing has
been accredited by the National League of
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Nursing for 55 years. Additionally, in 1985, the
School of Nursing established the bacca-
laureate in nursing degree program and be-
came the Saint Francis Medical Center Col-
lege of Nursing. More recently, in 2001, the
College of Nursing began offering a master of
nursing degree as confirmation of their adher-
ence to the highest standards of academic
and clinical instruction.

The achievements of the College of Nursing
are numerous and great, as evidenced by
their attainment of the highest level of accredi-
tation by the Higher Learning Commission of
the North Central Association and National
League for Nursing Accrediting Commission,
as well as the significant impact of more than
4,300 graduates on patients throughout the
United States and the world.

| wish the Saint Francis Medical Center Col-
lege of Nursing all the best with their centen-
nial celebration and thank them for their dedi-
cation to developing caring professionals
through the finest nursing education.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 6,
ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 28, 2005

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, Congress had the opportunity and the
charge to develop a comprehensive energy
policy that would make America safer, de-
crease our dependency on foreign oil, and in-
vest in the next generation of clean and re-
newable energy.

Unfortunately, H.R. 6 fails the current and
future needs of our Nation miserably. As gas
prices and oil industry profits rise, this bill re-
wards oil and gas companies with $2.8 billion
in tax breaks and provides $1.4 billion in tax
breaks for coal producers. These corporate
giveaways only continue our addiction to Mid-
dle Eastern oil and enable our dependency on
old and polluting technologies.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. needs to be a world
leader in energy self-sufficiency through con-
servation, alternative energy sources, and re-
sponsible leadership from the White House
and Congress. Regrettably, this bill fails on all
those counts. It neglects to include a Renew-
able Portfolio Standard, which would have re-
quired large electric companies to obtain 10
percent of their power from clean renewable
energy sources by 2020. This act, once again,
fails to increase much-needed fuel efficiency
standards of cars and trucks.

As if this bill was not already bad enough,
a new provision appeared after the conference
committee had adjourned, which steers $1.5
billion to a private consortium located in the
home district of Republican Majority Leader
Tom DELAY. It provides that the consortium, of
which Halliburton is a member, can keep up to
10 percent of the funds for administrative pur-
poses. This is an outrage and a mockery of
the democratic process.

America deserves a comprehensive energy
policy that invests in the development of the
next generation of fuel sources like fuel cells,
hydrogen power and home grown Minnesota
fuels like ethanol. | was pleased to see the
measure tripling the amount of ethanol re-
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quired in gasoline by 2012, but this bill could
have done so much more to liberate our Na-
tion from Saudi Arabian and Middle Eastern oil
and move our Nation toward a sustainable
and energy-independent future.

Mr. Speaker, this is an energy bill for 1950,
not 2050. It would have been difficult to sup-
port this outmoded policy decades ago, and |
certainly cannot vote for it today.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 6,
ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 28, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, of everything
that can be said about this $15 billion give-
away to the oil and gas industry—that it does
nothing to alleviate the record high costs of oil,
nothing to reduce our dependence on oil—the
worst may be that it is a missed opportunity.
And that is because it fails to harness Amer-
ica’s entrepreneurial spirit to develop new
sources of energy. It is a continuation of the
status quo at a time when we need a new
American energy policy—bold new thinking to
foster energy independence and grow our Na-
tion’s economy in a way that addresses the
threat of global warming.

But instead, this bill provides billions in tax
breaks for oil companies already reaping
record profits. It does little to encourage devel-
opment of new forms of energy. And it re-
stricts States’ abilities to protect their own nat-
ural resources.

Mr. Speaker, Americans are rightly con-
cerned about how our dependence on foreign
oil affects our foreign policy. This bill does
nothing to reduce that dependence. If any-
thing, it enshrines that dependence into law.
Today we import 58 percent of our oil, and by
2025 we will still import between 64 and 68
percent of our oil, even after enacting this leg-
islation. Nor does it reduce skyrocketing gaso-
line prices—something even the president has
conceded.

And that is because this bill rejects common
sense ideas that could help us reduce our
need for foreign oil. The conference committee
rejected a measure that would have required
America to decrease its oil consumption by 5
percent by 2015. At a time when Americans
are fed-up with high gasoline prices, we
should be looking for ways to reduce their
need to fill-up at the pump. But the committee
also rejected a modest proposal that would
have increased the fuel efficiency of our cars
by one mile per gallon per year for the next 15
years.

The final version of this bill also rejects a
Senate proposal to require utilities to generate
10 percent of their electricity from renewable
sources by 2020. This provision would have
helped us to significantly reduce our depend-
ence on traditional polluting sources of elec-
tricity. Another missed opportunity.

As if the lack of new thinking in this bill
weren’t enough, it also declares war on
States’ rights when it comes to protecting their
citizens. The bill would eviscerate the role of
the States in the siting of LNG facilities and
grant sole jurisdiction in such matters to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
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