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THE THRIVE ACT 

HON. ROGER F. WICKER 
OF MISSISSPIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to direct 
my colleagues to the critical need for adult im-
munizations and ask that they join me in sup-
porting the Total Health Requires Improved 
Vaccination Efforts—or THRIVE Act—which 
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD and I are introducing 
today. 

Vaccines are one of our great medical 
achievements. Successful immunization efforts 
have eradicated small pox and driven rubella 
from the United States. Mumps, diphtheria, 
measles, and chicken pox are at record low 
levels. And thanks to immunization, we’re on 
the brink of eradicating polio across the globe. 

Unfortunately, the success of childhood vac-
cination efforts has largely over-shadowed the 
need for adult vaccinations. Vaccine-prevent-
able diseases among adults result in 45 thou-
sand unnecessary deaths each year. 

I urge my colleagues to support the THRIVE 
Act which will improve adult immunization ef-
forts and help save lives. 

f 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC-CENTRAL 
AMERICA-UNITED STATES FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT IMPLEMEN-
TATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 27, 2005 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, here we go again. With the economy 
in shambles, we are here today discussing 
free trade in the form of CAFTA. My col-
leagues, if passed, this free trade bill would be 
a net loss for American workers, for the envi-
ronment, and for the local workers in Central 
America as well. So you may ask . . . who 
wins if CAFTA passes? Simple enough. As 
has too often been the case with this adminis-
tration, the folks at the country clubs would 
win. Yes, the same people who benefit from 
the Bush administration’s tax cut plans for the 
wealthy . . . the very same people who have 
been benefiting since President Bush took of-
fice back in 2000, all at the expense of our 
Nation’s working people! 

CAFTA does not care whether or not you 
use child labor or forced labor. It does not 
care whether multinational companies pollute 
our planet’s water and poison our air. This is 
a treaty that clearly says we do not care how 
safe the products are that we import, no . . . 
this trade agreement, just like NAFTA and free 
trade policies in general, serves just one pur-
pose: To make the richer even richer, while 
keeping our Nation’s workforce at the bottom 
of the barrel. 

Even under the Clinton administration, we 
were promised more jobs, yet what hap-
pened? Millions and millions of American 
workers found themselves out of work! Work-
ers’ lives have been ruined, their families have 
been torn and uprooted, and in fact, entire ag-
ricultural industries like the tomato industry in 
Florida have suffered. In fact, for the past dec-

ade, Florida vegetable growers, especially to-
mato and bell pepper farmers, have been 
nearly put out of business! My State’s citrus 
crop, which is often considered the jewel of 
Florida’s agriculture production, is facing 
greater and greater pressure from Mexico 
every day. Indeed, if this trade agreement 
passes, it could easily drive this important in-
dustry right out of business! 

I yield back the balance of my time and en-
courage everyone in this building to cast a 
vote against this bill, and to vote in favor of 
America’s workers, in favor of our farmers, in 
favor of the environment, and in favor of 
what’s right for our Nation! 

f 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
SUSAN COLER 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Susan 
Coler has been recognized with the Morgan 
County Board of Mental Retardation and De-
velopmental Disabilities 2004 Employee of the 
Year Award for the enthusiasm and knowl-
edge she brings to the job; and 

Whereas, Susan Coler has displayed com-
mitment and sincere dedication to the individ-
uals in the Mary Hammond Programs; and 

Whereas, Susan Coler should be com-
mended for her involvement with the 4–H 
Riding Therapy Program and her contributions 
to the Morgan County Special Olympics. 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Susan Coler for her 
outstanding accomplishment. 

f 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC-CENTRAL 
AMERICA-UNITED STATES FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT IMPLEMEN-
TATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 27, 2005 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to voice my strong opposition to the Domini-
can Republic-Central America Free Trade 
Agreement and intend to vote against it. 

I am proud to be a pro-trade Democrat in 
Congress and am proud of my record—having 
supported every free trade agreement since I 
took office in 1997. 

I voted in favor of granting the President 
Trade Promotion Authority in 2002 and voted 
against withdrawing from the World Trade Or-
ganization in 2000 and again earlier this year. 

I am a longtime member, and the current 
chair of the New Democrat Coalition, a group 
of members who often support free trade. We 
see our role as a group of pro-business, pro- 
defense, and pro-trade leaning members who 
seek ways to open foreign markets to Amer-
ican goods and services. I also co-chair the 
Friends of New Zealand Caucus in the House, 
and hope we may soon see a free trade 
agreement with New Zealand. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that free trade, when 
organized properly, benefits our economy. It 

can only help to improve our relations with the 
other countries involved. 

In the case of CAFTA, I want to see our Na-
tion maintain close ties with our neighbors in 
Central America. Our economic security and 
our national security depend on cooperative 
relationships with our friends and allies. 

However, in pursuing free trade, we must 
also consider the impact and direct effects the 
agreements will have on workers—both here 
and abroad. 

And CAFTA fails to provide adequate pro-
tection. 

It simply does not do enough to invest in 
basic job training and education for Ameri-
cans—specifically those Americans who lose 
their jobs due to trade. 

The current budget for Trade Adjustment 
Assistance is insufficient: the President’s 2005 
request was $300 million less than Congress 
authorized for FY 2004, despite the obvious 
needs for job training and retraining. What’s 
worse, Mr. Speaker, is that CAFTA does not 
provide any TAA funds for service workers, 
who comprise 80 percent of today’s American 
workforce and produce three-quarters of our 
products. When job training programs go 
under funded, American workers are at risk. 

Furthermore, CAFTA is the first FTA nego-
tiated by the United States with developing 
countries, some of which have weak labor 
laws and a history of suppressing the rights of 
their workers. 

We need to do all in our power to ensure 
that this agreement helps these countries 
raise their working standards. Unfortunately, 
the labor chapter requires that each country 
simply enforce its existing laws. It does noth-
ing to require the DR–CAFTA countries im-
prove their laws to reflect fairness to working 
people. There are also no safeguards in the 
agreement to prevent countries from explicitly 
weakening their labor laws. This ‘‘enforce your 
own laws’’ standard is a giant step backwards. 
Under our current trade policy, the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative allows us to withdraw trade 
benefits from countries who violate the labor 
standards of the agreements they have 
signed. If CAFTA goes into effect, those rem-
edies are wiped out and simply replaced with 
the ‘‘enforce your own laws’’ standard. 

This labor agreement is simply unaccept-
able. 

And finally Mr. Speaker, I feel compelled to 
say a word about the legislative process here 
in Congress. I would be remiss if I did not do 
so. 

This Administration has made a habit of reg-
ularly excluding Democrats from the table dur-
ing the negotiation and drafting of all major 
legislation. We saw this with the energy bill, 
the Medicare prescription drug bill, and again 
with CAFTA. We were not consulted at all on 
this FTA. 

We all have valid ideas and concerns wor-
thy of discussion regarding improving inter-
national market economies and they need to 
be fully and fairly debated. That did not hap-
pen with CAFTA. We were not engaged. I 
thought that at some point in the process 
members of the New Democrat Coalition 
would be consulted, as we generally support 
free trade. However, I was wrong. There was 
no outreach from House leaders or from the 
President to us. 

One would think that after the passage of 
Trade Promotion Authority in 2002—by a 3 
vote margin—a clear signal was sent to the 
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Administration that passing free trade agree-
ments will not be easy. Everyone ought to be 
at the table. Instead of heeding past warnings, 
they have continued to make a habit of regu-
larly excluding Democrats. CAFTA has been 
no exception. 

As a result of poor negotiations with the 
Democrats and a lack of steady involvement 
by the President with members of his own 
party, on the day of the CAFTA vote, Presi-
dent Bush made an eleventh hour trip to Con-
gress to twist arms in hopes of squeaking out 
the minimum number of votes needed to pass 
this agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, trade should not be a Repub-
lican or Democrat issue. It is an American 
issue. Passing trade agreements by one or 
two votes, in the dead of night when both the 
American and Central American people are 
sleeping, is not the way to have a responsible 
trade policy. 

Both the people of Central America and 
workers here in the United States deserve bet-
ter. 

f 

HONORING TREK BICYCLES 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Trek Corporation of Waterloo, 
Wisconsin, for their contribution to Lance Arm-
strong’s seven straight Tour de France vic-
tories. 

When Lance Armstrong triumphantly rode 
across the finish line in Paris, France on his 
Trek Madone SSLx on July 24, 2005, it 
marked the 7th time a Waterloo-manufactured 
Trek bicycle powered Armstrong to a Tour de 
France victory. 

In 1998, while others doubted Armstrong’s 
chances at returning to professional cycling 
after his battle with cancer, Trek signed a con-
tract with him. One year later Armstrong won 
his first Tour de France on a Trek 5500 OCLV 
Carbon stock bike. 

Every push of the pedal by Armstrong on 
his way to each Tour de France victory is a 
testament to the quality of Trek bicycles. 
Whether pushing up the Pyrenees Mountains 
or racing through the French countryside, 
Armstrong could always depend on his Trek 
bicycle. 

Trek embodies the best of American innova-
tion and dedication in business. Started by 
Dick Burke in 1976 with only 5 employees in 
a Waterloo barn, Trek now manufactures 700 
bikes a day in Waterloo. Trek has a long his-
tory of innovation, which includes the introduc-
tion of their first carbon road bike in 1986 and 
the creation of the OCLV carbon bicycle in 
1992. Trek got their start in professional cy-
cling in 1983 when they sponsored their first 
race team. 

Trek is still family owned, CEO John Burke 
is the son of the founder, and the company 
employs over 1,500 people dedicated to mak-
ing some of the finest bicycles in the world. 
The devotion Trek has to producing superb bi-
cycles is further demonstrated every time 
Lance Armstrong has raised his arms in vic-
tory. 

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF CONCHAS 
DAM 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 70th anniversary of 
the construction of Conchas Dam, near 
Tucumcari in my home State of New Mexico. 
Built during the Depression under the Emer-
gency Relief Act of 1935, the Conchas Dam 
project created jobs for thousands of New 
Mexicans and resulted in a structure that con-
trols flooding, conserves water and provides ir-
rigation to nearby farmlands. On July 29 the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will host an an-
niversary celebration and dedicate a plaque to 
the WPA workers who built the dam. 

Located on the confluence of the Canadian 
and Conchas rivers, the dam is 230 feet high, 
6,230 feet long and contains 836,000 cubic 
yards of concrete and 887,000 cubic yards of 
earth. Reservoir capacity is nearly 529,000 
acre feet of water which covers almost 26 
square miles and provides irrigation to some 
42,000 acres of otherwise arid farmland. 
Water from Conchas Lake allows farmers to 
grow alfalfa hay, grain sorghum, cotton and 
broom corn, much of which is used to feed 
area livestock. 

Construction on Conchas Dam started in 
1935 when unemployment in New Mexico was 
as high as 50 percent due to the Depression. 
The Emergency Relief Act dictated that 90 
percent of the workers must come from the re-
lief pool so thousands of New Mexicans found 
employment building the dam. Workers and 
their families lived in tent cities near the site. 
After completion of the dam in 1940, many of 
them stayed in the community of Conchas 
which was a tremendous boost for the local 
economy. 

Conchas Dam created the fourth-largest 
lake in New Mexico and one of the most pop-
ular water recreation sites in the state today. 
Conchas Lake features 60 miles of beautiful 
shoreline dotted with numerous coves, can-
yons and beaches. Tourists and locals alike 
enjoy fishing and boating on the reservoir and 
picnicking in the shadow of Conchas Dam. 

Mr. Speaker, Conchas Dam is a testament 
to the achievements of the Works Progress 
Administration and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and a monument to the laborers 
who built it. The construction of Conchas Dam 
was a tremendous economic boost to New 
Mexico in the 30s and its value to the State 
today is nearly inestimable. 

The 70th anniversary of the construction of 
Conchas Dam coincides with its inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places; a fit-
ting time to reflect on the past and look to the 
future with the determination and fortitude of 
those men who built this great dam that we 
honor today. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
JAMES AMATO 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, James 
Amato has demonstrated ongoing commitment 

to public service for the Shadyside School Dis-
trict and the Village of Shadyside, OH; and 

Whereas, James Amato has served the 
State of Ohio as both an educator and a legis-
lator for over 27 years; and 

Whereas, James Amato has exemplified the 
meaning of successful civic duty through his 
unselfish role to serve the greater good of the 
Ohio Valley. 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the 
District of Shadyside and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District of Ohio in recognizing 
James Amato for his longtime dedication to 
the residents and children of Shadyside, OH. 

f 

MOVEMENT DISORDERS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce my bill that calls for the ob-
servance of October as Movement Disorders 
Awareness Month. Movement disorders affect 
nearly 40 million Americans and often cause 
chronic or debilitating conditions. Some com-
mon movement disorders include: dystonia, 
Parkinson’s disease, Rett Syndrome and Hun-
tington’s disease. 

An author, Matt Marty, once said, ‘‘Under-
standing is curing ignorance and curing igno-
rance is abolishing fear.’’ Many people fear 
what they do not understand. We must estab-
lish a Movement Disorders Awareness Month 
to educate the public about the causes, char-
acteristics and treatments of movement dis-
orders. Awareness would guide the public 
consciousness toward understanding. Accept-
ance is the key. We must affirm our commit-
ment to the individuals and families who are 
affected by these disorders. We must encour-
age further research on movement disorders. 
We must also raise public consciousness and 
understanding in regards to these conditions. 
This is a most worthy and necessary cause. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ARKANSAS 
BUSINESSMAN JACK STEPHENS 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise here today 
to pay tribute to a great businessman, Mr. 
Jack Stephens, who spent a lifetime helping 
Arkansas gain a competitive edge in the glob-
al economy. His talent and generosity led to 
important advances in business, transpor-
tation, medicine, and the arts that have left a 
lasting mark on our state. 

Jack Stephens was born on August 9, 1923 
in Grant County, Arkansas, the youngest of six 
children. He grew up on a farm near Prattsville 
during the great Depression. Coming from 
humble beginnings, the hard times and his 
parents taught him the values of self-reliance, 
diligence, integrity and hard work. His father, 
A.J. Stephens once told his young son, ‘‘It’s 
no disgrace to be poor, it’s a disgrace to stay 
poor.’’ His father also advised, ‘‘Success is not 
a destiny to be reached, but the quality of the 
journey we make.’’ 
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