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of 1965. Despite the perceived political dis-
advantages for himself and his party, John-
son’s efforts were important to securing the
rights of Black Americans throughout the
country. His efforts opened the doors of elec-
toral influence and power for Black Americans
in this country.

Thanks to the efforts of the Voting Rights
Act, poll taxes that charged certain Americans
for their right to vote were eliminated. Literacy
tests which were selectively applied to Blacks
were banned. Individuals who stood in polling
sites intimidating minorities from voting were
committing federal crimes. Federal agents
were deployed to protect and guarantee the
rights of these Americans to vote.

Today, we can enjoy the fact that African-
Americans, Hispanic Americans, and other mi-
norities are guaranteed the right to vote in
every state and federal election, that the legis-
lative bodies of this country are more rep-
resentative of the diversity of the nation than
of the rich and powerful, and that the power of
the people to elect their leaders is guaranteed
in both the 15th Amendment and the Voting
Rights Act.

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, the right to
vote—the most important obligation of our citi-
zens—is not universal to our citizens. There
remain a number of barriers to full voting
rights of this country and this Congress should
look into addressing those challenges when
we renew the Voting Rights Act next year.
Some of these barriers are intentional; others
less so. Regardless, the right to vote should
be undeniable to a democracy’s citizens. It
should be undeniable to the citizens of the
United States.

As we approach the 40th anniversary of the
Voting Rights Act, an ever-increasing number
of Americans are being permanently denied
their right to vote in federal elections for their
past criminal behavior. Based on Justice De-
partment figures from 2000, an estimated 1.6
million ex-offenders in 14 states are denied
the right to vote after paying their debt to soci-
ety. These ex-offenders are continually denied
their right to cast votes for these past actions.
We should allow these individuals who have
fulfilled their sentences to vote in federal elec-
tions.

Purging of voting records, targeting and in-
timidation in minority voting sites, the absence
of reliable voting machines, circulation of false
and misleading information, and long lines in
polling sites have all been recent examples of
the challenges to creating a fair and justice
electoral system. There is clearly more work
that needs to be done and | look forward to
working with my colleagues in securing legis-
lation that will tackle this challenge.

For today, we can look back on the hopes
and promises of a more open society and see
the fruits of our labor: A citizenry that partici-
pates at all levels, a Congress that reflects
and represents the country’s diversity, and a
country that is opening doors and opportuni-
ties for the voices of all Americans. Tomorrow,
we should take up the challenges of opening
this society even more to the inclusion of all
our citizens.
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A TRIBUTE TO ST. RITA OF
CASCIA HIGH SCHOOL HONORING
OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 27, 2005

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a fine educational institution in my dis-
trict, St. Rita of Cascia High School, as the
community, families and friends of the high
school gather to celebrate its 100th Anniver-
sary.

F):)unded in 1905 by the Very Reverend
James F. Green, O.S.A. on the south side of
Chicago, St. Rita’s High School was founded
in the spirit of St. Augustine and of the Catho-
lic Tradition. The mission of this institution was
to form the whole student—spiritually, intellec-
tually, emotionally, physically, and socially—to
excel beyond the classroom and in their life
experiences.

With the rapid growth of its student body
population, St. Rita’s quickly became recog-
nized as one of Chicago’s outstanding sec-
ondary schools. St. Rita’s commitment to pro-
viding a well-rounded education, based on an-
cient knowledge which still holds true today,
has created an environment in which the stu-
dents experience fulfillment and exemplify the
qualities of truth, honesty, integrity, modera-
tion, responsibility, self-discipline, self-worth
and a desire to serve society.

It is my honor to recognize the community
of St. Rita of Cascia High School for its many
achievements both academic and athletic, and
for fostering the growth of those individuals
who will help create change and promote
progress in today’s society.

———

CONGRATULATING THE LAKE
HOPATCONG HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 27, 2005

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, today
to honor the Lake Hopatcong Historical Soci-
ety, in my Congressional District. The Histor-
ical Society is celebrating fifty years of pro-
tecting documents and artifacts for the com-
munity and promoting education and historic
preservation.

The actual creation of the Lake Hopatcong
Historical Society occurred on August 10,
1955, at the Langdon Arms Restaurant with
eight people in attendance. From the begin-
ning, the members’ goal was to establish a
museum for the lake.

From the original eight individuals who at-
tended the first meeting in 1955, the society
grew to 150 members by the time the mu-
seum opened in 1965. In the early 1960s the
State of New Jersey moved forward with plans
for a new administration building at Hopatcong
State Park. The park was on land which was
previously owned by the Morris Canal and
Banking Company. When the canal was aban-
doned in the 1920s, the 98 acres around the
Lake Hopatcong dam were set aside as a
state park.

Today, with nearly 800 members, the orga-
nization continues to follow its mission “to col-
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lect, house, and preserve artifacts and docu-
ments relating to the civil, political, social and
general history of Lake Hopatcong and to en-
courage the education and dissemination of
information about Lake Hopatcong’s history.”

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Lake Hopat-
cong Historical Society, its trustees and all of
its outstanding members and volunteers, upon
celebrating its 50th Anniversary.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE HAWAII
INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION
ACT

HON. ED CASE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 27, 2005

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce a crucial and long-overdue measure to
address directly what is far and away the most
serious threat to my Hawaii’'s unique and
treasured environment: The escalating intro-
duction and establishment of invasive species.

Non-endemic species have done great dam-
age to Hawaii's exposed and non-resistant
plants and animals for a long time now. But
the sheer rate at which it is now accelerating
presents a true crisis, threatening now to com-
pletely overwhelm and permanently preclude
our ability to provide any modicum of protec-
tion, and demanding that we go in a whole dif-
ferent direction of affirmative prevention.

Hawaii is the most remote populated land
mass on our planet. Our islands’ native spe-
cies thus evolved in isolation, which led to the
generation of species entirely unique to par-
ticular islands and found nowhere else in the
world. In fact, such species are still being dis-
covered in Hawaii. For example, the current
issue of the journal Science reports on a
unique web-spinning caterpillar recently dis-
covered in Hawaii that stalks and eats snails

But more than 5,000 species of non-native
plants and animals have become established
in the Hawaiian islands in the past 200 years,
a rate of successful colonization of a new spe-
cie every 18 days. This is in astonishing con-
trast to the estimated rate of introduction to
Hawaii through natural evolution of one specie
every 25,000 to 50,000 years.

Not all of these new species become pests,
but too many do and the consequences are
devastating given Hawaii’s globally unique and
fragile natural environment. As a result, non-
native invasive species and diseases rep-
resent the single greatest threat to Hawaii’s
endangered species and the health and viabil-
ity of our natural systems. Because of the is-
lands’ geographic isolation, many species do
not have natural predators, and so defense
mechanisms like thorns, odors, or toxins have
disappeared through the process of evolution.
If an aggressive non-native specie becomes
established in Hawaii, it can easily overwhelm
native species and be very difficult to eradi-
cate because of our hospitable climate and
lack of natural competitors.

Thus, Hawaii is most regrettably the undis-
puted endangered species capital of the
United States, if not the world. Our 255 listed
plant species represent approximately one-
fourth of the total number of endangered spe-
cies in the United States. They also comprise
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more than one-fifth of the entire Hawaiian
flora. And Hawaii’'s beautiful endemic birds
make up one-third of the list of U.S. endan-
gered bird species. Many of these birds only
exist on one island. What's more shocking is
that this disproportionate situation exists in a
state with a land area that represents less
than two-tenths of one percent of the entire
Nation’s land mass.

Just 10 years ago, in 1994, the Federal Of-
fice of Technology Assessment declared Ha-
waii’s alien pest species problem as the worst
in the Nation. Since then, however, the prob-
lem of alien pests—from the Formosan termite
to the Oriental fruit fly to marine species
brought in with bilge water—has worsened
considerably, not only costing Hawaii govern-
ment and business millions of dollars each
year in both prevention and remediation, but
assuring that many of the world’s most unique
and endangered lifeforms will not survive. At
this point, the introduction and establishment
of even one new pest, such as the brown tree
snake, which has eliminated the native birdlife
of Guam, would change the character of Ha-
waii forever.

This is obviously a grim picture, but nothing
like the future picture if we don’'t wake up and
change our entire approach. For the esca-
lation of travel, commerce and defense activity
across the Asia-Pacific region, combined with
Hawaii’s position as the crossroads of the Pa-
cific and the gateway between Asia and the
Pacific and the United States, makes it critical,
from not only an environment/conservation
perspective but one of economic and human
health, that new pests be stopped before they
come to Hawaii. Thus, Hawaii must be far bet-
ter protected from pests and diseases moving
west to east, but also those that have become
established on the U.S. mainland, such as the
red imported fire ant and the West Nile virus.

Our tropical climate and lack of a cold sea-
son mean that introduction of a disease such
as West Nile virus would be especially severe,
with devastating effects not only on our en-
dangered birds but on our visitor industry,
which is essential to our economy. The entry
of biting sand flies, for instance, would greatly
damage Hawaii’'s appeal as a visitor destina-
tion and forever alter our quality of life. The in-
troduction into Hawaii of Africanized honey-
bees would not only represent a human health
hazard, but would endanger Hawaii’s pure,
undiseased (though non-native) bees. (Ha-
waii's honeybees are also free of Varroa
mites, which are common throughout the U.S.
and much of the world.)

The current poster child for invasive species
in Hawaii is an animal that hitchhiked from
Puerto Rico in uninspected tropical plants. The
coqui frog now threatens the viability of Ha-
waii’s vital nursery export industry as well as
threatened and endangered species in our na-
tive ecosystems. Its extremely loud mating call
(90 decibels, equivalent to a lawnmower) is
now seriously impacting our tourist industry
and depressing land values in some areas.
And the list goes on.

It's not as if we can’t all see the problem,
and we have had some nominal measures in
place for decades aimed at controlling the in-
troduction of unwanted alien species (at least
under some entry conditions). Obviously, how-
ever, what amounts largely to an honor sys-
tem, combined with inadequate resources de-
voted to inspection and enforcement, is not
sufficient to do what must be done.
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We have two things going for us. First, our
location in the middle of the ocean, provides
us with far better control over movement of
invasives across our borders than, say, a
landlocked midwest state. Second, we have a
solution, which has proven effective, staring us
in the face.

For more than 40 years, a Federal quar-
antine has been imposed in Hawaii on the
movement of all passengers and cargo from
Hawaii to the U.S. mainland to protect the
U.S. mainland from identified insect pests in
Hawaii, such as the Mediterranean fruit fly.
Ironically, these pests are themselves invasive
to Hawaii, causing millions in agricultural
losses and added treatment costs for our ex-
port crops. Under this system, passenger bag-
gage and cargo is physically inspected by
USDA inspectors using advanced inspection
equipment; most passengers don’t give the
process a second thought.

A similar, more comprehensive, system is
already in place for a whole country—New
Zealand—which as a remote island nation with
disproportionately high and exposed endemic
species bears striking similarities to Hawaii.
New Zealand “white lists” designate permis-
sible import species, say no to everything
else, and then inspect on arrival for enforce-
ment.

But ironically Hawaii, which has a much
more acute overall problem than either the
U.S. mainland or New Zealand, has found it
very difficult to fashion and implement a simi-
lar prevention regime. Part of the problem has
been general denial and naysaying. But a
more tangible obstacle has been federal laws
that arguably preempt State of Hawaii efforts
to control the movement of goods. These arise
under the Commerce Clause, which requires a
state to consider the burdens its regulations
may impose on interstate commerce, and the
Supremacy Clause, which may preempt state
regulation in an area where Congress has al-
ready legislated.

My bill—the Hawaii Invasive Species Pre-
vention Act—may be condensed into this sim-
ple statement: what is good for the U.S. main-
land should be good for Hawaii. The bill basi-
cally establishes certain federal findings and
authority under which Hawaii may institute an
incoming quarantine and inspection regime
comparable to that existing for the movement
of people and cargo from Hawaii to the main-
land.

Specifically, the bill starts by expressing the
clear sense of Congress that there exists a
pressing need for improved and better coordi-
nated control, interdiction, and eradication of
invasive species and diseases to prevent their
introduction into Hawaii. The bill states that it
is the policy of the United States to fund and
support coordinated and concerted programs
and activities to control, interdict, and prevent
the introduction and spread of invasive spe-
cies into Hawaii, and that no federal agency
may authorize, fund, or carry out actions that
would cause or promote the introduction or
spread of invasive species and disease into
Hawaii.

The bill goes on to direct the Secretaries of
Agriculture and Interior to impose a quarantine
on the State of Hawaii in order to prevent the
introduction of invasive species and diseases
in Hawaii. The Secretaries are directed to es-
tablish a system of post-arrival protocols for all
persons, baggage, cargo, containers, packing
materials, and other items traveling or being
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shipped to Hawaii from domestic or foreign lo-
cations. The Secretaries are further directed to
establish an expedited process for the State of
Hawaii to seek approval to impose general or
specific prohibitions on the introduction or
movement of invasive species or diseases that
are in addition to any prohibitions or restric-
tions imposed by the Secretaries, which may
encompass at white list approach. And in
cases of imminent threat, the State of Hawaii
is authorized to impose, for not longer than 2
years pending approval by the Secretaries,
general or specific prohibitions or restrictions
upon the introduction or movement of a spe-
cific invasive specie or disease.

Actual implementation of the Federal quar-
antine would be subject to funds being specifi-
cally appropriated, or designation of a means
to finance the system (for example, a means
of financing similar to that now utilized by the
USDA for its outgoing quarantine). However,
the design of the system and the expedited
process under which the State of Hawaii can
seek approval for additional protections would
not be subject to appropriations. Finally, the
bill authorizes Federal quarantine, natural re-
source, conservation, and law enforcement of-
ficers and inspectors to enforce Hawaii state
and local laws regarding the importation, pos-
session, or introduction of invasive species or
diseases.

Mr. Speaker, | end my remarks where |
started: this bill is not only light years overdue,
but crucial, if not indispensable, to the preser-
vation and enhancement of my Hawaii as we
know it. | ask for my colleagues’ expedited
support.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY
OF CHARLEVIOX

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 27, 2005

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a community in my district that is cele-
brating its 100th anniversary as a city. On
June 1, 2005, the residents of Charleviox,
Michigan, honored their history that began as
an early settlement for Native American
Tribes, and grew into an essential regional
shipping port and remains a major center for
tourism in northern Michigan.

Michigan State University archeological digs
have uncovered evidence that indicated Michi-
gan’s early Native American Tribes estab-
lished seasonal settlements in the Charleviox
area dating back to 1500 B.C. The area, then
known as Pine River, also became a seasonal
home to Beaver Island fishermen during the
mid-19th century. This development would
begin the long-time fishing trade that would
later position Charleviox as the largest ex-
porter of fish of any port on the Great Lakes
during the early 1900’s.

It was a Mormon family that left Beaver Is-
land in 1854 for more tranquil life that planted
the seeds of the city. After starting a
farmstead nearby what is now the downtown,
many families followed suit by establishing
their own farms, fishing businesses and lum-
bering mills. With the bountiful natural re-
sources, the new community quickly grew.

Upon the channel opening in 1869 that cre-
ated a connection between Round Lake to
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