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other health problems get her down. She
makes every day count.

As a long-standing volunteer at the Bent
County HealthCare Center, she has dedicated
the past 25 years to helping the elderly. Some
of the duties she has willingly performed in-
clude serving snacks each day, commu-
nicating with family and friends on their behalf,
and just spending time listening to the resi-
dents reminisce about the past.

She has received several prestigious
awards for her volunteerism, including Colo-
rado Volunteer of the Year and the Colorado
Cares award, presented by Governor Bill
Owens. Serving others is her passion, which
helps keep her active and spry.

Maxine Freemyer's gardening abilities are
second to none. Her hard work and special
skill in tending to her flowers are showcased
in a dazzling display of color from early spring
until late fall. Her magnificent garden is a gift
to her neighbors and community.

Caring, compassionate, hard working and
dedicated are all words that describe Maxine.
Her zest for life is inspiring to young and old
alike. | am proud to represent such an indi-
vidual in the U.S. Congress.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF 20 YEARS OF
SERVICE BY PASTOR BERNARD
YATES TO THE ZION HOPE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise today to extend my
congratulations to Pastor Bernard Yates for
having served as the pastor to the Zion Hope
Baptist Church in my district for 20 years.

Since 1985, Pastor Yates has led the
growth of the Zion Hope congregation from
approximately 300 to over 2,000 members,
with three Sunday services and a major mid-
week service as well. Pastor Yates initiated
the Zion Hope Centre for Training and Biblical
Study, founded the Hope Christian Academy,
and launched the Young-at-Heart ministry.
These three ministries are just a few examples
of the many ministries that he has helped start
within the church.

Pastor Yates is joined in much of his work
by Vonda Yates, his wife of 23 years. To-
gether, they have worked diligently through
Bible studies and writing to help families live
Godly lives. Vonda is known for her work with
women'’s conferences as well, while Bernard is
called upon to speak at men’s conferences
and retreats across the Nation.

The selfless contributions of this man are
not limited to just one church; Pastor Yates
has also been a civic leader, dedicating time
to the Boys and Girls Club, the Fellowship of
Christian Athletics, a special community advi-
sory board for the county commissioners, ad-
visory for the Escambia County Sheriffs Office,
and the Escambia County School District. His
wisdom is regarded just as highly at a meeting
table as it is at the pulpit.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | would like to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to a man who could serve as a
role model to us all. A deep sense of personal
service to a congregation for 20 years is
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something to truly be admired, and | am
thankful for his dedication to the Zion Hope
Primitive Baptist Church.

———

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION ACT AMENDMENTS OF 2005

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing legislation to reauthorize two important
aspects of the National Historic Preservation
Act. Specifically, my legislation will extend au-
thorization for deposits into the Historic Pres-
ervation Fund through 2011 and will perma-
nently authorize funding for the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation. In effect, we
are extending authority for the money and ex-
pertise necessary for the Historic Preservation
Act to continue fulfilling its purpose.

Allowing the Act to continue fulfilling its pur-
pose is critical. As Americans, we revere our
past. The individuals, cultures, institutions and
events which precede our arrival at this place
and time provide insight not only into who we
are today, but also who we aspire to be to-
morrow. This is true for the brief 229-year his-
tory of this nation, the 513-year history of Eu-
ropeans in North America, and it is especially
true for the tens of thousands of years of Na-
tive American history on this land.

Preserving this rich tapestry of cultures and
traditions requires coordination of federal,
state, local and private efforts. The center-
piece of federal historic preservation is the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act. Enacted in
1966, the Act provides an array of tools, as
well as a funding source, which are central to
preserving that which came before us.

One of those tools is the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation which has two impor-
tant roles under the Act. One is to assist the
Secretary of the Interior in cataloguing and
preserving known historic resources through
the National Register of Historic Places and
other programs. In addition, the Council as-
sists all federal agencies in avoiding damaging
or destroying historic resources through con-
sultation under the Act. The Council is not em-
powered to control agency decision-making or
federal property.

Last reauthorized for five years in 2000, the
Council is made up of Agency heads and
Presidential appointees with diverse back-
grounds. My legislation recognizes the critical
importance of the Council by providing it per-
manent authorization while also making sev-
eral technical changes in the Council’'s make-
up and operation.

In addition, this bill will extend authorization
for deposits into the Historic Preservation
Fund for the next six years. The Fund is ad-
ministered by the National Park Service and
provides matching grants to states and terri-
tories for a variety of historic preservation pro-
grams including statewide historic preservation
surveys and preservation plans. The Fund
also provides matching grants to Indian
Tribes, Alaskan Natives, Native Hawaiians and
Historically Black Colleges and Universities for
cultural heritage projects and the preservation
of historic structures.

The source for the Historic Preservation
Fund is a small percentage of the enormous
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revenues generated by oil and gas develop-
ment in the Outer Continental Shelf. This leg-
islation would allow that funding to continue
flowing into the Fund through 2011.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that we can
move forward quickly on this legislation to
allow the Council and the Fund to continue
working. This legislation is nearly identical to a
companion bill in the Senate as well as legis-
lation introduced in the previous Congress
which received the support of the Advisory
Council, the National Park Service, and the
Historic Preservation Community.

These are vital programs serving to pre-
serve and protect the story of American and
its people.

—

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ROMAN BUHLER AND MARY
JABLONICKY BUHLER

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Roman
and Mary Buhler have dedicated their lives to
each other; and

Whereas, Roman and Mary Buhler have
shown the love and commitment necessary to
live a long and beautiful life together; and

Whereas, Roman and Mary Buhler have
chosen share their special day with friends
and family.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in con-
gratulating Roman and Mary Buhler on the oc-
casion of their marrlage.

COMMENDING THE LAUNCH OF

THE SPACE SHUTTLE “DIS-
COVERY”
HON. JEB HENSARLING
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today is a
truly momentous day in the history of our
space program. The liftoff of the Space Shuttle
Discovery is significant achievement for the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA). It is also a solemn tribute to the
astronauts lost in last shuttle mission and the
East Texans who helped in the wake of that
tragedy.

Two years ago, on a quiet Saturday morn-
ing, millions of Americans witnessed the tragic
loss of the Space Shuttle Columbia and its
seven heroic crewmembers in the skies over
East Texas. While we will never be able to
bring back the crew of Space Shuttle Colum-
bia, | am pleased to see our space program
reaching for the stars once more by launching
the first shuttle since that terrible disaster.

The crew of the Discovery, and their support
team at NASA, have been working hard to get
our shuttle program back on track. To in-
crease the safety of the crew, the scientists at
NASA have made multiple improvements on
the shuttle. The Columbia accident investiga-
tion board made 15 recommendations that
have been implemented for this flight, as well
as 29 other improvements to launch, orbit, and
reentry procedures. Commander Eileen Collins
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and her crew, James Kelly, Andrew Thomas,
Wendy Lawrence, Charles Camarda, Stephen
Robinson, and Soichi Noguchi are piloting the
safest, most sophisticated, and most reliable
spacecraft ever built.

This successful lift off, NASA’s 114th shuttle
mission, is a tremendous event. It is important
that we remember the dangerous nature of
space flight and exploration. As President
Ronald Reagan said after the loss of the
Space Shuttle Challenger, “We’ve grown used
to the idea of space, and perhaps we forget
that we’ve only just begun.”

This week, we congratulate the scientists
and technicians who are upholding the great-
est traditions of America’s space program. We
recognize the spirit and courage of the space
shuttle’s crew. We thank the countless number
of East Texans that helped in the search for
evidence and answers in the wake of the
Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy. And finally,
we honor the memory of those brave men and
women who have gone before in the name of
exploration and in the quest for discovery.

———

HONORING KEVIN BRAGG ON THE
COMPLETION OF HIS INTERNSHIP

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the many contributions Kevin Bragg
has made while interning in my Washington,
DC, office. Kevin has been a wonderful addi-
tion to the office and a great servant to the
constituents of Tennessee’s Sixth Congres-
sional District.

But Kevin must return to Murfreesboro, the
hometown we share. This fall, Kevin will begin
his senior year at the University of Tennessee,
where he is a political science major and a
member of the Pi Sigma Alpha honor society.

During his internship, Kevin won over the
entire staff with his ever-present eagerness
and genuine interest in public affairs. He has
attended briefings, addressed constituent con-
cerns and served as a friendly and informative
tour guide of the U.S. Capitol, providing visi-
tors from Middle Tennessee with a personal-
ized look at a national treasure.

| hope Kevin has enjoyed his internship as
much as my staff and | have enjoyed his pres-
ence in the office. | wish him all the best in the
future.

———

THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the importance of the fifteenth anniver-
sary of the passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the ADA. This legislation has
played a vital role in ensuring that all Ameri-
cans are granted the opportunity to fully par-
ticipate in all aspects of society.

With the bipartisan support of this body and
the Senate, President George H.W. Bush
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signed the Americans with Disabilities Act as
a mechanism to ensure that “every man,
woman and child with a disability can now
pass through once closed doors into a bright
new era of equality, independence, and free-
dom.”

Thanks to the ADA, we have taken signifi-
cant steps towards the achievement of that
goal. The Act required educational facilities to
become accessible to those in wheelchairs,
opening the doors to learning and opportunity
for thousands of Americans. It ensured the
availability of transit, entertainment, and com-
munications systems to the hearing-impaired
and the blind, guaranteeing them an oppor-
tunity to participate in cultural events, media
events, and public engagements.

The ADA has substantially moved this coun-
try forward in terms of our relationship with a
group of Americans who had once been un-
fairly excluded for their physical abilities. We
have taken important steps to increase the op-
portunities and lower the barriers to the equal
and just treatment of all Americans. We have
opened doors through the ADA for the full par-
ticipation and contribution of individuals to our
society.

Despite the efforts of the last decade and a
half, we still have further to go. We still have
more work to do to assist our citizens with dis-
abilities. Today, approximately two-thirds of
people with disabilities of working age are still
unemployed. While many factors influence the
high rate of unemployment for the disabled, a
third of non-workers with disabilities reported
their need for some type of accommodation as
a major factor in their unemployment. An inter-
esting aspect of this is their requests are
minor accommodations— elevators, closer ac-
cessible parking, and special worksite features
modifications that are not particularly expen-
sive to make, especially with advance plan-
ning.

Likewise, proposed cuts in housing, assist-
ance technology, training, and other assist-
ance programs threaten to undo many of the
advances we have made in the last 15 years
to help those with disabilities.

Whether it is the costs involved or the un-
willingness to reach out to this brave segment
of our national workforce, people with disabil-
ities are still discouraged from opening some
doors of opportunity. They still need more as-
sistance in their fight for justice.

| encourage the Members of this chamber,
as well as citizens and employers across the
country, to pursue reinvigorated efforts at en-
suring that every man, woman, and child is af-
forded an opportunity to success. Let us find
ways to help every citizen build a better life as
we create the conditions for a better America.

———

THANK YOU, BONNIE RINALDI

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of Bonnie Rinaldi.
Bonnie recently retired from the position of
Henderson’s Assistant City Manager on July
14th, and will be sorely missed by all.

Bonnie’s public service spanned almost 30
years, starting as an intern in North Las
Vegas. Since her intern days, Bonnie served
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in many aspects of city government, including
assistant city manager for Clark County, be-
fore accepting the position of Assistant City
Manager for Henderson in 1999.

| have known Bonnie for many years and
consider her a good friend. | have also tre-
mendously enjoyed working with her. Her in-
telligence and personality made her a strong
and effective leader throughout Southern Ne-
vada. Those who worked with Bonnie some-
times referred to her as “the little engine that
could,” skipping from meeting to meeting with-
out missing a beat. Bonnie’s life philosophy is
that, with some determination and hard work,
anything could be accomplished—a quality
that will continue to take her far in life.

| wish Bonnie the best of luck in her retire-
ment. It will be hard to imagine the City of
Henderson without her.

————

HONORING CHRISTOPHER TATUM
ON THE COMPLETION OF HIS IN-
TERNSHIP

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Christopher Tatum for his service during
his internship this summer. Chris is a resident
of Gallatin, Tennessee, and he has been a
tremendous help to my constituents in Ten-
nessee’s Sixth Congressional District.

Chris is returning home to prepare for his
junior year at the University of Mississippi. As
he finishes his experience in Washington, he
already is looking toward the next adventure—
studying in Italy during the fall semester.

Chris’s remarkable attitude and eagerness
have served him well as he has experienced
the many facets of Congress first-hand. He
has been very helpful in answering constituent
concerns, guiding visitors through the U.S.
Capitol and assisting me and my staff with
countless projects.

| hope Chris has enjoyed this learning expe-
rience as much as we have enjoyed having
him in the office. | wish him all the best in his
future endeavors.

THE STRUGGLES OF DAMU SMITH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the attention and consciousness of this body
the important and significant battles of a cou-
rageous warrior for justice, peace, and equal-
ity, Mr. Damu Smith. Damu has been a con-
stant and consistent champion of peace and
continues his fight for love and justice despite
his struggle with cancer. | applaud this simple
man, this mighty activist, and this concerned
citizen of the world for his tireless struggle to
make the world a better place. | encourage
him to continue his fight, knowing that others
are aware of his struggle and continue to need
his leadership.

A passionate believer in peace and global
peace movements, Damu has fought to raise
the awareness of the world community of the
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