July 27, 2005

A PROCLAMATION THANKING MI-
CHAEL SIMPSON FOR HIS SERV-
ICE TO OUR COUNTRY

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Michael
Simpson has served the United States in Op-
eration Iraqgi Freedom as a member of the
United States Army; and

Whereas, Michael Simpson is to be com-
mended for the honor and bravery that he dis-
played while serving our Nation in this time of
war; and

Whereas, Michael Simpson has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges
with enthusiasm, confidence, and outstanding
service;

Therefore, | join with the family, friends and
the entire 18th Congressional District of Ohio
in thanking Michael Simpson of the United
States Army for his service to our country.
Your service has made us proud.

—————

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 15th anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, or the ADA. This
landmark piece of legislation was the world’s
first comprehensive declaration of equality for
people with disabilities, making it the most sig-
nificant piece of civil rights legislation since the
Civil Rights Act of 1964.

There is no doubt that the ADA has im-
proved the lives of the 54 million Americans
with disabilities, including 450,000 disabled
adults in Wisconsin, and the evidence of this
progress can be seen all around us. Thanks to
the ADA, we have curb cuts, wheelchair lifts,
Braille signs, accessible transit systems, and
perhaps most important, the ADA has begun
to change peoples’ attitudes towards people
with disabilities.

But as part of the recognition of the
progress that has been made, it is important
for us to remember why the ADA was needed
in the first place. Prior to the ADA’s passage,
the isolation of and discrimination against peo-
ple with disabilities was staggering. Many dis-
abled Americans were not working, even
though they wanted to have a job. Many did
not finish high school, and many lived in pov-
erty. The ADA established a comprehensive
prohibition of discrimination on the basis of
disability in the areas of employment, public
accommodations, public services, transpor-
tation, and telecommunications.

So while | celebrate the ADA for the
progress it has brought about, the fact re-
mains that the promise of the ADA remains
unfulfilled for far too many people. According
to a 2004 survey done by the National Organi-
zation on Disability, only 35 percent of people
with disabilities reported being employed full
or part time; people with disabilities are three
times more likely to live in poverty with house-
hold incomes below $15,000 than their non-
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disabled counterparts; and people with disabil-
ities remain twice as likely to drop out of high
school. And | fear that ongoing efforts to cut
the Medicaid program and dismantle Social
Security will threaten the wellbeing of many
more people with disabilities.

| remain committed to the goals and prom-
ise of the ADA—equality and opportunity for
all Americans, and | am delighted to reaffirm
this commitment as we celebrate the ADA’s
15th anniversary.

————

ON THE RETIREMENT OF DOCTOR
PORFIRIO LOZANO

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Portirio Lozano, a dedicated
member of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, VA, community in El Paso, Texas.

Dr. Lozano has devoted many years of
service to El Paso in many capacities. A dis-
tinguished pioneer of El Paso’s medical com-
munity, Dr. Lozano was responsible for laying
the groundwork of today’s osteopathic medi-
cine practitioners in West Texas, paving the
way for the integration of Medical Doctors and
Doctors of Osteopathic Medicine in El Paso’s
hospitals. His work performing compensation
and pension examinations for El Paso’s VA
ensured that the dispensation of entitlements
for our veterans occurred quickly and fairly.

Dr. Lozano’s more than 20 years of service
is especially important to me because my
Congressional District in El Paso is home to
nearly 60,000 veterans. These brave men and
women have made tremendous sacrifices for
our country, and Dr. Lozano has been stead-
fast in providing the best possible health care
for our Nation’s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the constituents of
the 16th Congressional District and the vet-
erans across America, | would like to thank
Dr. Lozano for his selfless service to and ad-
vocacy for veterans in El Paso and the Nation.

———

THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise as we celebrate the
fifteenth anniversary of the passage of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Most Americans take for granted the ability
to enter a restaurant, speak on the telephone,
or apply for a job without fear of discrimina-
tion. But until the passage of the ADA, tens of
millions of Americans with disabilities were de-
nied these basic rights. Over the past decade
and a half, the ADA has enabled people with
disabilities to realize more fully their place in
American society.

But the promise of the ADA remains
unfulfilled. Only about one-third of people with
disabilities are employed, and those with dis-
abilities are three times more likely to live in
poverty.
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If we are to honor our commitment to equal
rights, we must work tirelessly to open society
and the workplace to all Americans. To that
end, | sponsored legislation to fully fund the
Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act
and recently introduced the Federal Employ-
ees with Disabilities Protection Act.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud of what the ADA
has accomplished so far. | encourage my col-
leagues to join me in working to honor its
promise for all Americans.

———

OPERATION RED WINGS—
AFGHANISTAN

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, on June 28,
2005, a U.S. Military MH-47D Chinook heli-
copter was hit by enemy fire and crashed near
Asadabad, Afghanistan, kiling 16 special op-
erations forces operators on board. These
special operations forces were attempting to
rescue a 4-man SEAL special reconnaissance
element which had come under heavy enemy
fire. Three members of this SEAL team were
killed by enemy fire as they tried to evade a
vastly superior enemy force.

The special operations forces were engaged
in Operation Red Wings, an effort to defeat
terrorists operating in Kunar province. The op-
eration was part of a larger campaign by U.S.
and Afghan forces to kill and capture fighters
from hideouts in eastern Afghanistan.

On behalf the United States Congress and
its people—I extend my sincerest condolences
to the families of these brave Navy SEALs
and Army Special Operations Aviators. They
need to know that the prayers of a nation are
with them at this most difficult time.

These men bravely and unselfishly an-
swered the nation’s call to defend freedom
and protect America and its allies from ter-
rorism. We want the families to know the
deaths of their loved ones, their sons, broth-
ers, husbands and fathers, will only strengthen
our resolve for ultimate victory in the Global
War on Terror.

| would now like to pay tribute to those that
paid the ultimate price for our freedom.

Assigned to the Army’s 3rd Battalion,
160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment
(Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, GA:

Staff Sgt. Shamus O. Goare, 29, of
Danville, OH.

Chief Warrant Officer Corey J. Goodnature,
35, of Clarks Grove, MN.

Sgt. Kip A. Jacoby, 21, of Pompano Beach,
FL.

Sgt. 1st Class Marcus V. Muralles, 33, of
Shelbyville, IN.

Maj. Stephen C. Reich, 34, of Washington
Depot, CN.

Sgt. 1st Class Michael L. Russell, 31, of
Stafford, VA.

Chief Warrant Officer Chris J.
Scherkenbach, 40, of Jacksonville, FL.

Assigned the Army’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 160th Special Oper-
ations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Fort
Campbell, KY:

Master Sgt. James W. Ponder III, 36, of
Franklin, TN.

Assigned to SEAL Team Ten, Virginia
Beach, VA:

Chief Petty Officer Jacques J. Fontan, 36,
of New Orleans, LA.
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Lt. Cmdr. Erik S. Kristensen, 33, of San
Diego, CA.

Petty Officer 1st Class Jeffery A. Lucas, 33,
of Corbett, OR.

Petty Officer 1st Class Jeffrey S. Taylor,
30, of Midway, WV.

Lt. Michael M. McGreevy,
Portville, NY.

Assigned to SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team
One, Pearl Harbor, HI:

Senior Chief Petty Officer Daniel R. Healy,
36, of Exeter, NH.

Petty Officer 2nd Class James Suh, 28, of
Deerfield Beach, FL.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Eric S. Patton, 22,
of Boulder City, NV.

Petty Officer 2nd Class
Axelson, 29, Cupertino, CA.

Lieutenant Michael P.
Patchogue, NY.

Assigned to SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team
Two, Virginia Beach, VA:

Petty Officer 2nd Class Danny P. Dietz, 25,
Littleton, CO.

A grateful Nation salutes you.

Jr., 30, of

Matthew G.

Murphy, 29,

————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
CHILLICOTHE’'S KENWORTH PLANT

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Chil-
licothe’s Kenworth Plant has provided a new
milestone truck of which immense pride is ac-
credited; and

Whereas, Chillicothe’s Kenworth Plant has
celebrated the completion of truck No.
250,000; and

Whereas, Chillicothe’s Kenworth Plant em-
ploys approximately 1,700 people with great
distinction.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in rec-
ognizing Chillicothe’s Kenworth Plant for its
impressive accomplishment.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
July 25, 2005, | was unable to vote to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.J. Res. 59, sense
of Congress with respect to the establishment
of an appropriate day for the commemoration
of the women’s suffragists (rollcall 417); H.
Con. Res. 181, supporting the goals and
ideals of National Life Insurance Awareness
Month (rollcall 418); and H. Res. 376, ex-
pressing the sense of the House that the Fed-
eral Trade Commission should investigate the
publication of the video game “Grand Theft
Auto: San Andreas” to determine if the pub-
lisher intentionally deceived the Entertainment
Software Ratings Board to avoid an “Adults-
Only” rating (rollcall 419). Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on all three meas-
ures.
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FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006
AND 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2601) to authorize
appropriations for the Department of State
for fiscal years 2006 and 2007, and for other
purposes:

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Chairman, | had submitted an
amendment made in order by the rule to strike
proposed changes to U.S. economic and mili-
tary aid to Egypt because of concerns | have
that these changes may harm the U.S.-Egypt
security relationship. | decided not to offer this
amendment.

Egypt is a friend and ally of the United
States and their contributions in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and the global war on terrorism have
made important contributions to our security
and that of our military personnel serving
abroad. Egypt is also a source of stability and
leadership in the Middle East—they played an
important role in convincing Syria to withdraw
its military from Lebanon and have made im-
portant efforts to support peace and security
for Israelis and the Palestinians.

Consider Egypt's role in Iraq alone. From
the beginning of U.S. operations there, Egypt
has provided Suez Canal transits and landing
and overflight rights. Egypt permitted emer-
gency transit of the Suez Canal when the 4th
Infantry Division was not permitted to stage
from Turkey, saving weeks of transit time
around the Horn of Africa. Moreover, since the
U.S.S. Cole was attacked in 2000 at the en-
trance to the Red Sea, Egypt has provided the
increased security necessary to prevent any
attacks on U.S. forces transiting through the
Suez Canal or other Egyptian facilities. Egypt
sent an ambassador to the new government in
Irag to help support the new and democratic
government that has been chosen by the Iraqi
people. Sadly, the Egyptian ambassador to
Iraq, Ihab ai-Sharif, was kidnapped and mur-
dered by the same insurgents who have
claimed 1,775 lives of our troops.

Egyptians, like the people of the United
Kingdom, have also been the victims of ter-
rorism committed by Islamic extremists. The
recent terrorist bombing in Sharm el-Sheikh
against the people and Government of Egypt
was a clear strike against a partner in the
global war on terrorism. The need for contin-
ued security and military cooperation between
the U.S. and Egypt could not be clearer.

Because of the contributions Egypt has
made as a valued friend and ally, many of my
colleagues, the administration, our military
leaders at CENTCOM, have expressed deep
concerns that the changes to military assist-
ance proposed in section 921 of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act could significantly
harm the U.S.-Egypt security relationship that
has been so critical for our efforts to promote
peace between Israel and the Arab world and
our ability to stop terrorist attacks. | also have
concerns about whether the proposed restruc-
turing of economic aid to Egypt contained in
section 921 will actually yield substantive ben-
efits for the Egyptian people.
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Mr. Chairman, my district is home to Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton. The safety of
Marines from Camp Pendleton serving in Iraq
is significantly increased due to support pro-
vided by Egypt. Without the active support of
Egypt for U.S. operations in Iraq, transit times
for U.S. ships to the theater of operation
would be considerably longer and more dan-
gerous. Supplying troops in Irag would also
take longer and cost more. And finally, without
Egyptian leadership in the Arab world, the po-
litical reconstruction of Iraq would be even
more complicated and far-off.

But perhaps most important, Mr. Chairman,
is the fact that our Marines from Camp Pen-
dleton will be able to come home, and stay
home, in only one way: when lIraqgi security
forces are finally able to provide stability in
their own country. This goal will be achieved
more quickly because of efforts being made
by Egypt to train Iraqi security personnel.

Maintaining the close working military-to-
military relationship developed with Egypt over
the past 26 years is important to successfully
completing our mission in Iraq and bringing
American troops home. Fundamentally altering
that relationship seems ill advised to me. We
must be certain that the actions we take en-
hance his ability to fight the war on terrorism
whether in Iraq, Afghanistan, or anywhere else
in the region.

Mr. Chairman, despite my concerns | recog-
nize that Chairman HYDE and | share common
goals of strengthening America’s security rela-
tionship with Egypt and helping the people of
Egypt build strong democratic institutions and
a vibrant free market economy. | would also
add that | support his efforts and those of the
ranking member, Mr. LANTOS, to seek new
ways to strengthen U.S.-Egypt relations.

| would, furthermore, like to thank Chairman
HYDE and Ranking Member LANTOS for agree-
ing to continue to work with me and the ad-
ministration in order to protect our national in-
terests and to help Egypt achieve the eco-
nomic and political reform it needs.

——————

RECOGNIZING DAN SCHAB,
MICHIGAN TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to Dan Schab on his
selection as Michigan’s 20052006 Teacher of
the Year.

Over his 24 year career, Dan Schab has
helped to inspire and enlighten students
across mid-Michigan. He has worked tirelessly
to help his students explore the concept of
mathematics and learn both the importance of
education and the power of knowledge. In ad-
dition to his work in the Williamston School
District and at Lansing Catholic Central High
School, Mr. Schab has also served on the na-
tional level. He assisted in developing mean-
ingful national education strategies through his
work as an Einstein Fellow with the U.S. Sen-
ate Education Committee in 2003.

Dan Schab has been consistently recog-
nized as one of the best teachers in America.
Over his career, he has been recognized time
and time again for his dedicated service to his
school, his students, and his community. In
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