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space flight. In addition, | am happy to know
that the House has continued its investment in
the Hubble Space Telescope which has pro-
vided inspiration worldwide to young and old,
scientists and non-scientists alike. Hubble is
one of the most important astronomical instru-
ments in the history of NASA, and has made
extraordinary contributions to scientific re-
search and the inspiration of our youth. Fi-
nally, | am grateful that this Authorization in-
cludes language that will help ensure equal
access to NASA education programs for mi-
nority and under-privileged students. The bill
also properly funds the Space Grant Program
which helps to promote strong science, mathe-
matics and technology education from elemen-
tary school through graduate school.

The innovation, discovery and invention that
NASA has brought to not only the United
States, but also to the world is not complete.
We must continue to explore the bounds of
space, demand scientific breakthroughs, and
enrapture the minds of children. Congress’
stewardship of NASA allows our Nation to
reach for the stars.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
PAUL JOHNSON AND CHARLOTTE
JOHNSON ON THEIR 80TH BIRTH-
DAYS

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, Paul John-
son was born on September 4, 1925; and

Whereas, Charlotte Johnson was born on
July 29, 1925; and

Whereas, both Paul and Charlotte Johnson
are celebrating their 80th Birthdays, on this
day, June 25, 2005; and

Whereas, Paul and Charlotte Johnson have
exemplified a love for each other, and must be
commended on their upcoming 55th Anniver-
sary on December 16, 2005.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in con-
gratulating Paul and Charlotte Johnson as
they celebrate their 80th Birthdays.

————
EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS

WITH RESPECT TO COMMEMORA-
TION OF WOMEN SUFFRAGISTS

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H.J. Res. 59, a resolu-
tion commemorating the women suffragists
who fought, and won the right for women to
vote in the United States.

This legislation applauds women’s rights ac-
tivists whose commitment to changing an un-
just system led to the eventual passage of the
19th Amendment in 1920. As we all know, the
19th Amendment granted women in the United
States the right to vote.
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The women’s suffrage movement began in
the mid nineteenth century when Lucretia Mott
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton held the first
women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls,
New York, on July 19, 1848. Established in
1869, the National American Woman Suffrage
Association fought tirelessly against discrimi-
nation and oppression, often times receiving
severe punishment in response to their pro-
tests.

After only several decades, due to the
progress of women’s rights activists, women in
the U.S. experienced advancement in property
rights, employment and educational opportuni-
ties, divorce and child custody laws, and in-
creased social freedoms. As new generations
of women continued to bolster the strength of
the movement, they initiated a social revolu-
tion that would touch every aspect of life.

The time has come for Congress to recog-
nize these brave individuals who struggled for
equality in the face of adversity, and ultimately
amended our constitution to allow for equality
among both genders. The suffragists’ accom-
plishments are a credit to American democ-
racy. Their unfettered commitment to equality
for women should serve as an example to na-
tions in which this struggle is still being fought
today.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by again ex-
pressing my support for this legislation and
encourage my colleagues’ support. It should
be a precedence of this Congress to acknowl-
edge the significance of the women’s rights
movement and honor its leaders with a day of
commemoration.

————————

CONGRATULATING LIEUTENANT
GENERAL RICHARD A. HACK

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate an exceptional offi-
cer in the United States Army, Lieutenant
General Richard A. Hack, upon his retirement
after 33 years of distinguished service.

Throughout his career, Lieutenant General
Hack has personified the values of duty, integ-
rity, and selfless service across the many mis-
sions the Army has provided in defense of our
Nation. As the Chief of Staff and Deputy Com-
manding General of the United States Army
Materiel Command, Lieutenant General Hack
has made lasting contributions to the Army
Materiel Command; an organization that em-
ploys more than 50,000 in 149 locations
worldwide to include 43 states and 38 coun-
tries. It is my sincere privilege to recognize his
many accomplishments. | commend his su-
perb service to the United States Army and
this great Nation.

Lieutenant General Hack is a second-gen-
eration Army officer, the son of Colonel (Ret)
and Mrs. Sidney Hack of Columbia, SC. He
graduated from the Virginia Military Institute
and was commissioned as a second lieutenant
in the Ordnance Corps. Upon completion of
the Ordnance Officer Basic Course, he was
assigned to Fort Knox, KY, where he served
as Platoon Leader and later Shop Officer for
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the 530th and 514th Maintenance Companies.
He was then assigned to Schweinfurt, Ger-
many, as Shop Officer of the 596th and 903rd
Maintenance Company and served as Com-
mander, 42nd Maintenance Company in Furth,
Germany.

Following the Ordnance Officer Advanced
Course, Lieutenant General Hack participated
in the Training with Industry program at Sikor-
sky Aircraft Company in Stratford, CT, and
was subsequently assigned to Rock Island Ar-
senal, IL, as a Materiel Management Staff Of-
ficer and later as Aide-de-Camp to the Com-
manding General, U.S. Army Armament Mate-
riel Command.

After graduation from Command and Gen-
eral Staff College, Lieutenant General Hack
was assigned to the 24th Infantry Division
(Mechanized), Fort Stewart, GA, where he
served as Materiel Officer and Support Oper-
ations Officer for the 724th Main Support Bat-
talion, Executive Officer of the 24th Forward
Support Battalion, and Chief, Division Materiel
Management Center.

Following his Fort Stewart assignments,
Lieutenant General Hack served as the U.S.
Army Europe Deputy Chief of Staff, Logistics
staff in Heidelberg, Germany, and then com-
manded the 705th Main Support Battalion, 5th
Infantry Division (Mechanized) at Fort Polk,
LA. After command, he was a staff officer at
the Ordnance Center and School at Aberdeen
Proving Ground, MD. After graduation from
the U.S. Army War College, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Hack returned to 24 Infantry Division
where he commanded the 24th Infantry Divi-
sion Support Command. He then served as
the Executive Officer to the Deputy Com-
manding General, U.S. Army Materiel Com-
mand. His subsequent assignments include:
Assistant Division Commander for Support of
the 4th Infantry Division (Mechanized), Fort
Hood, TX; Commanding General, 13th Corps
Support Command, Fort Hood, TX; and Com-
manding General of the 21st Theater Support
Command, United States Army Europe, Ger-
many.

Throughout his military career, Lieutenant
General Hack has been a sterling example of
leadership and professionalism.  Special
thanks must also be given to Lieutenant Gen-
eral Hack’s wife, Rosanne, and their son, 1st
Lieutenant Richard J. Hack. First Lieutenant
Hack carries on the family tradition as the 3rd
generation to serve in our Armed Forces, and
is currently serving in Irag. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, | would like to express my gratitude to
Lieutenant General Hack for his service to our
country. | call upon my colleagues to join me
in applauding his past accomplishments and
wishing him the best of luck in all future en-
deavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained on official business on Monday,
July 25, 2005. Had | been present, | would
have voted in the following manner: Rollcall
vote No. 417, “yea”; rollcall vote No. 418,
“yea”; rollcall vote No. 419, “yea.”
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A PROCLAMATION THANKING MI-
CHAEL SIMPSON FOR HIS SERV-
ICE TO OUR COUNTRY

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Michael
Simpson has served the United States in Op-
eration Iraqgi Freedom as a member of the
United States Army; and

Whereas, Michael Simpson is to be com-
mended for the honor and bravery that he dis-
played while serving our Nation in this time of
war; and

Whereas, Michael Simpson has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges
with enthusiasm, confidence, and outstanding
service;

Therefore, | join with the family, friends and
the entire 18th Congressional District of Ohio
in thanking Michael Simpson of the United
States Army for his service to our country.
Your service has made us proud.

—————

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 15th anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, or the ADA. This
landmark piece of legislation was the world’s
first comprehensive declaration of equality for
people with disabilities, making it the most sig-
nificant piece of civil rights legislation since the
Civil Rights Act of 1964.

There is no doubt that the ADA has im-
proved the lives of the 54 million Americans
with disabilities, including 450,000 disabled
adults in Wisconsin, and the evidence of this
progress can be seen all around us. Thanks to
the ADA, we have curb cuts, wheelchair lifts,
Braille signs, accessible transit systems, and
perhaps most important, the ADA has begun
to change peoples’ attitudes towards people
with disabilities.

But as part of the recognition of the
progress that has been made, it is important
for us to remember why the ADA was needed
in the first place. Prior to the ADA’s passage,
the isolation of and discrimination against peo-
ple with disabilities was staggering. Many dis-
abled Americans were not working, even
though they wanted to have a job. Many did
not finish high school, and many lived in pov-
erty. The ADA established a comprehensive
prohibition of discrimination on the basis of
disability in the areas of employment, public
accommodations, public services, transpor-
tation, and telecommunications.

So while | celebrate the ADA for the
progress it has brought about, the fact re-
mains that the promise of the ADA remains
unfulfilled for far too many people. According
to a 2004 survey done by the National Organi-
zation on Disability, only 35 percent of people
with disabilities reported being employed full
or part time; people with disabilities are three
times more likely to live in poverty with house-
hold incomes below $15,000 than their non-
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disabled counterparts; and people with disabil-
ities remain twice as likely to drop out of high
school. And | fear that ongoing efforts to cut
the Medicaid program and dismantle Social
Security will threaten the wellbeing of many
more people with disabilities.

| remain committed to the goals and prom-
ise of the ADA—equality and opportunity for
all Americans, and | am delighted to reaffirm
this commitment as we celebrate the ADA’s
15th anniversary.

————

ON THE RETIREMENT OF DOCTOR
PORFIRIO LOZANO

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Portirio Lozano, a dedicated
member of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, VA, community in El Paso, Texas.

Dr. Lozano has devoted many years of
service to El Paso in many capacities. A dis-
tinguished pioneer of El Paso’s medical com-
munity, Dr. Lozano was responsible for laying
the groundwork of today’s osteopathic medi-
cine practitioners in West Texas, paving the
way for the integration of Medical Doctors and
Doctors of Osteopathic Medicine in El Paso’s
hospitals. His work performing compensation
and pension examinations for El Paso’s VA
ensured that the dispensation of entitlements
for our veterans occurred quickly and fairly.

Dr. Lozano’s more than 20 years of service
is especially important to me because my
Congressional District in El Paso is home to
nearly 60,000 veterans. These brave men and
women have made tremendous sacrifices for
our country, and Dr. Lozano has been stead-
fast in providing the best possible health care
for our Nation’s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the constituents of
the 16th Congressional District and the vet-
erans across America, | would like to thank
Dr. Lozano for his selfless service to and ad-
vocacy for veterans in El Paso and the Nation.

———

THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise as we celebrate the
fifteenth anniversary of the passage of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Most Americans take for granted the ability
to enter a restaurant, speak on the telephone,
or apply for a job without fear of discrimina-
tion. But until the passage of the ADA, tens of
millions of Americans with disabilities were de-
nied these basic rights. Over the past decade
and a half, the ADA has enabled people with
disabilities to realize more fully their place in
American society.

But the promise of the ADA remains
unfulfilled. Only about one-third of people with
disabilities are employed, and those with dis-
abilities are three times more likely to live in
poverty.
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If we are to honor our commitment to equal
rights, we must work tirelessly to open society
and the workplace to all Americans. To that
end, | sponsored legislation to fully fund the
Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act
and recently introduced the Federal Employ-
ees with Disabilities Protection Act.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud of what the ADA
has accomplished so far. | encourage my col-
leagues to join me in working to honor its
promise for all Americans.

———

OPERATION RED WINGS—
AFGHANISTAN

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2005

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, on June 28,
2005, a U.S. Military MH-47D Chinook heli-
copter was hit by enemy fire and crashed near
Asadabad, Afghanistan, kiling 16 special op-
erations forces operators on board. These
special operations forces were attempting to
rescue a 4-man SEAL special reconnaissance
element which had come under heavy enemy
fire. Three members of this SEAL team were
killed by enemy fire as they tried to evade a
vastly superior enemy force.

The special operations forces were engaged
in Operation Red Wings, an effort to defeat
terrorists operating in Kunar province. The op-
eration was part of a larger campaign by U.S.
and Afghan forces to kill and capture fighters
from hideouts in eastern Afghanistan.

On behalf the United States Congress and
its people—I extend my sincerest condolences
to the families of these brave Navy SEALs
and Army Special Operations Aviators. They
need to know that the prayers of a nation are
with them at this most difficult time.

These men bravely and unselfishly an-
swered the nation’s call to defend freedom
and protect America and its allies from ter-
rorism. We want the families to know the
deaths of their loved ones, their sons, broth-
ers, husbands and fathers, will only strengthen
our resolve for ultimate victory in the Global
War on Terror.

| would now like to pay tribute to those that
paid the ultimate price for our freedom.

Assigned to the Army’s 3rd Battalion,
160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment
(Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, GA:

Staff Sgt. Shamus O. Goare, 29, of
Danville, OH.

Chief Warrant Officer Corey J. Goodnature,
35, of Clarks Grove, MN.

Sgt. Kip A. Jacoby, 21, of Pompano Beach,
FL.

Sgt. 1st Class Marcus V. Muralles, 33, of
Shelbyville, IN.

Maj. Stephen C. Reich, 34, of Washington
Depot, CN.

Sgt. 1st Class Michael L. Russell, 31, of
Stafford, VA.

Chief Warrant Officer Chris J.
Scherkenbach, 40, of Jacksonville, FL.

Assigned the Army’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 160th Special Oper-
ations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Fort
Campbell, KY:

Master Sgt. James W. Ponder III, 36, of
Franklin, TN.

Assigned to SEAL Team Ten, Virginia
Beach, VA:

Chief Petty Officer Jacques J. Fontan, 36,
of New Orleans, LA.
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