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But while Mr. Garcia, 41, has severed ties
with the Bush White House, Mr. Basulto, 64,
has hope. His new goal is the indictment of
Mr. Castro’s brother and chosen successor,
Raul Castro, for drug trafficking or for the
1996 shooting down of two Brothers to the
Rescue planes by Cuban fighters, in which
four men were killed.

Mr. Basulto announced in May that he was
offering $1 million for information that
could lead to the indictment. So far, he said,
he has received no word from Washington.

“The United States is duty bound, duty
bound to act in bringing justice for these
guys,” Mr. Basulto said, speaking of the
downed pilots. Like other outspoken exiles,
he questions the administration’s ousting of
Saddam Hussein in Iraq before Mr. Castro.

“We don’t want to see a double standard,”
he said. “We don’t want to see democracy in
Iraq and not in Cuba. We are owed that
much.”

His frustration was echoed by Miguel
Saavedra, the leader of Vigilia Mambisa, a
hard-line exile group. Mr. Saavedra said
some exiles had been discouraging protests
for fear of antagonizing the White House—
but not his faction.

“We’re not calming down,’’ he said. “We’re
not tired. We haven’t surrendered.”

But when Vigilia Mambisa tried to rally
support for Mr. Posada in May at the revered
Cuban restaurant Versailles in Little Ha-
vana, and at the Torch of Friendship, a
downtown monument, only a few dozen peo-
ple showed up. Their shouts could not pierce
the buzz of traffic.

The eclipse of the old exile passions is
looming in a more literal way down the
street from the Torch of Friendship, at the
Freedom Tower, an elegant yellow beacon
where more than half a million Cuban refu-
gees were processed in the early years of the
Castro government.

The family of Jorge Mas Canosa, the
founder of the Cuban American National
Foundation, once had plans to spend $40 mil-
lion restoring the building as a museum of
the exile experience. The tower’s new owner
is Pedro Martin, a Cuban-American who re-
members going there in the 1960s to pick up
food for his family.

The museum is still in the works, but Mr.
Martin’s larger plan is to erect a 62-story
condominium building around it, all but
making the Freedom Tower vanish from the
Miami skyline.

————

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006
AND 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill. (H.R. 2601) to author-
ize appropriations for the Department of
State for fiscal years 2006 and 2007, and for
other purposes:

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Chairman. | rise today to
address H.R. 2601, legislation to authorize ap-
propriation for the Department of State for FY
'06 and '07. While | firmly support the under-
lying measure and the essential funding it pro-
vides, | opposed final passage to underscore
my disappointment over several amendments
that were made part of the legislation.

| opposed the Hyde amendment, which will
withhold U.S. dues unless the international
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body adopts a specified list of reforms. Based
on the United Nations Reform Act, the Hyde
Amendment also requires the U.S. to veto
new or expanded peacekeeping missions if
the reforms are not implemented. Reforms are
necessary, but the Hyde Amendment requires
unreasonable timetables for reform and re-
quires punitive action that is counter-
productive.

The Rohrabacher amendment also con-
cerned me because it gives the appearance
that we support the operations at Guantanamo
Bay. | believe that our actions at Guantanamo
are causing more harm than good for Amer-
ican interests as it has become one of the
most potent propaganda and recruiting tools
for terrorists.

Finally, | opposed the Ros-Lehtinen amend-
ment which would have us to stay in Iraq in-
definitely. | strongly believe that the American
people have been misled into war with Iraq
and much of what we have been told about
this war has been wrong. It has created even
more terrorists in the region. It has not made
us more secure. It has made us less secure.
It has diminished our standing in the world. It
has even compromised our credibility as a de-
fender of human rights.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, had |
been present on Monday, July 18 and Tues-
day, July 19, | would have voted “aye” on:
Monday’s Rollcall vote #380—Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and pass House Resolution
328; Monday’s Rollcall vote #381—Motion to
Suspend the Rules and pass H. Con. Res.
175; Monday’s Rollcall vote #382—Motion to
Suspend the Rules and pass H. Res. 364;
Tuesday’s Rollcall vote #383—Ordering the
previous question on House Resolution 365;
Tuesday’s Rollcall vote #384—Passage of
House Resolution 365; Tuesday’s Rollcall vote
#385—The Hyde amendment to H.R. 2601,
the Foreign Relations Authorization Act for
Fiscal 2006 and 2007.

———

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006
AND 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2601) to authorize
appropriations for the Department of State
for fiscal years 2006 and 2007, and for other
purposes:

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chairman,
“Today, | rise to discuss the need for the
United States to be a true leader in the fight
against global poverty. More than 1 billion
people live on less than $1 a day and another
2.7 billion people struggle to survive on less
than $2 a day. So what do these numbers
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really mean? They mean that well over half of
the world’s population is struggling in poverty
and one-sixth of the world’s population can’t
meet even the most basic needs for survival.
This is morally unacceptable.

| applaud the President’s leadership on the
issue, including his commitments to increased
debt relief and direct assistance to Africa that
were discussed recently at the G—8 summit in
Scotland. Programs like the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account, which have allowed us to in-
crease development aid and target it more ef-
fectively, are an important part of the solution.
But, the United States still lacks a comprehen-
sive strategy to help eliminate extreme global
poverty. We need to leverage development
aid, debt relief, technical assistance and public
private partnerships. We need to coordinate
with world bodies, including the United Na-
tions, in helping impoverished” countries de-
vise plans that will work for them.

I’'m pleased that this bill includes language
that will move us in the right direction. The
language, that | requested be added to the bill
as it was being drafted in committee, declares
that the elimination of extreme global poverty
should be a top foreign policy priority for the
United States and that the U.S. should work
with all the players involved in this fight, in-
cluding developing and donor countries and
multilateral institutions to coordinate polices to
address global poverty. Most importantly, the
language urges the President to develop a
comprehensive strategy to eliminate extreme
global poverty. It says this plan should include
foreign assistance, foreign and local private in-
vestment, technical assistance, private-public
partnerships and debt relief.

I'd like to thank Chairman HYDE and the en-
tire International Relations Committee for in-
cluding this language in the bill. The United
States has the opportunity to take a firm lead-
ership role in bringing relief and a better future
for billions of people around the world. The
time to act is now and we can get started with
developing a comprehensive plan and | look
forward to continuing to work in a bipartisan
fashion on increasing the United States com-
mitment to global poverty.”

———

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006
AND 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill. (H.R. 2601) to author-
ize appropriations for the Department of
State for fiscal years 2006 and 2007, and for
other purposes:

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman,
yesterday | voted in favor of H.R. 2601 which
authorizes multilateral aid for the Department
of State, the primary diplomatic arm of our
government. It is more important than ever
that we resolve international conflicts through
persuasion and negotiation where it is pos-
sible, and | believe this bill, on balance,
strengthens our ability to pursue that strategy.
| am also pleased that this bill takes much
needed steps to dismantle global nuclear
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black-market supplier networks, which pose a
very real threat to our national security.

That being said, | remain concerned about
several ill-conceived amendments that were
approved by this body. One such amendment
attached the United Nations Reform Act, legis-
lation which would almost certainly force the
United States to withhold 50 percent of the
dues owed the U.N. because the measure’s
reform benchmarks are simply not achievable
within the required timeframe. Even the Bush
administration opposes this bill on the grounds
that it would handicap our ability to work with
other countries to make the U.N. a stronger
and more effective organization. | voted
against the United Nations Reform Act when it
was brought before the full House as a stand-
alone measure last month, and again when it
was offered as an amendment yesterday.

| am also disappointed that my colleagues
voted to approve an amendment that removes
contraception from the fistula-prevention sec-
tion of the bill. Fistula is a devastating injury
that occurs when a woman suffers prolonged,
obstructed labor. Very often, this befalls young
girls living in impoverished, underdeveloped
countries where birth control is unavailable
and basic medical treatment doesn’t exist.
One of the best ways to prevent fistula is to
prevent pregnancies from occurring to begin
with. That's why H.R. 2601 included a bipar-
tisan fistula prevention section which would,
among other things, expand the use of contra-
ception in countries where this injury is preva-
lent. Unfortunately, this body approved an
amendment cutting contraception from this
section of the bill, thereby weakening good
faith efforts to prevent this terrible condition.

Mr. Chairman, although | have concerns
about both of these amendments, | am hope-
fully optimistic that they will be removed when
a House-Senate conference convenes later
this year.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE 2005 SANTA
ROSA COUNTY OUTSTANDING

FARM FAMILY

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise today to extend
congratulations to the Jimmy W. Nelson family
for being selected the 2005 Santa Rosa Coun-
ty Outstanding Farm Family. The Nelson fam-
ily has been involved in farming in Northwest
Florida through four generations.

Both Jimmy and his wife Wynell are fourth
generation farmers born in Santa Rosa County
in my district. Their extensive history with
working the land has helped them instill in
their children the same love and appreciation
of farming. Their son and two daughters
helped with the family’s farmwork up until the
time they went off to college, and they still fre-
quently visit to make sure the family business
is still going strong.

Active in farming through all of his school
years, Jimmy was also a member of the FFA
in high school. In 1967, Jimmy began working
as a pilot with Jay Flying Service, which he
and his wife Wynell now own. The company
has been the longest running crop spraying
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business in the Jay area, and Jimmy has
helped with spraying crops since his first day
with the business in addition to farming the 80
acres that he and his wife live on.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | would like to offer my sincere
commendation to a family that could serve as
a role model to us all. A deep sense of work
ethic and values has been instilled through all
the generations of the Jimmy W. Nelson Fam-
ily. It is my hope that this family tradition con-
tinues for many generations to come.

———

IN HONOR OF MASTER SERGEANT
ARTHUR C. AGPALASIN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of United States Army Master
Sergeant Arthur C. Agpalasin who served our
country for 33 years, earning many medals as
a result of his bravery and dedication. He
passed away peacefully on July 13, 2005, in
the company of his family. He is survived by
his wife of 50 years, Shirley and nine children.

Enlisted in 1940, MSG Agpalasin saw com-
bat duty in World War II, the Korean war and
the Vietnam war. Despite being wounded and
captured as a POW during the Bataan cam-
paign, MSG Agpalasin continued his military
service to the United States through covert
guerrilla operations against the occupying
forces. During the Korean war, MSG
Agpalasin participated in and survived the In-
chon landing. He was wounded and captured
as a POW at Hagaru ri but successfully es-
caped his captors.

In 1961, MSG Agpalasin continued his serv-
ice to our country as a Drill Instructor at Fort
Ord. He trained countless young soldiers for
the war in Vietnam and in 1969, he joined his
soldiers for what would be his final combat
tour of duty.

Upon retiring from the U.S. Army, MSG
Agpalasin continued his spirit of service by be-
coming involved in various community and
civic organizations including the Fort Ord Re-
tiree Council.

Mr. Speaker | wish to honor this man for his
relentless commitment and service to our
country, as well as his contribution as a role
model for younger troops. Long into his retire-
ment, MSG Agpalasin often visited the De-
fense Language Institute, DLI, located in Mon-
terey Bay where he became a mentor and a
heroic example for the soldiers. He was re-
cently honored by the DLI troops at a picnic
for war veterans for his utmost dedication to
the core tenets of the U.S. Army. His contribu-
tions will be remembered and appreciated by
citizens and his legacy will serve as an inspi-
ration to future generations of soldiers.

HONORING DR. BARBARA HELLER
HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Barbara R. Heller,
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Rauschenbach Distinguished Professor of
Nursing and Executive Director, Center for
Health Workforce Development, University of
Maryland, Baltimore for her many years of
service to the citizens of Maryland, and to
commend her for her leadership and unwaver-
ing commitment to help alleviate the shortage
of nurses and allied health care workers.

The Center for Health Workforce Develop-
ment at the University of Maryland is dedi-
cated to analyzing and understanding health
workforce issues, dynamics and trends with
the goal of translating knowledge derived from
research and evaluation studies into policies
and programs to enhance the nursing and
health workforce. Since its inception in 2002,
the Center has produced documentation of the
extent of the nursing shortage in Maryland;
sponsored interdisciplinary consensus con-
ferences on seeking solutions to nursing and
health workforce shortages in acute and long
term care; collaborated in the development of
innovative nurse retention initiatives; and de-
signed and implemented a model AmeriCorps
Health Care Volunteer Service Program to
train a cadre of skilled volunteers who are as-
signed to serve as auxiliary health care work-
ers in hospitals and nursing homes. This pro-
gram aims to lessen critical nursing and health
workforce shortages and augment service de-
livery to patients while at the same time estab-
lishing an educational pipeline that encour-
ages AmeriCorps members to pursue nursing
and other health careers.

Dr. Heller has more than 30 years of aca-
demic and administrative experience. She
served as Dean of the University of Maryland
School of Nursing from 1990 until 2002, and
previously held senior academic administrative
posts at Villanova University in Pennsylvania,
and the State University of New York. Her
past experience also includes an inter-govern-
mental personnel assignment at the Clinical
Center, National Institutes of Health; a Con-
gressional Fellowship in the U.S. House of
Representatives; an appointment to the Com-
mission on Health, Montgomery County, Mary-
land; as well as service as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Southern Council on
Collegiate Education for Nurses; the Board of
Governors of the National League for Nursing;
and the Board of Directors of Hadassah Med-
ical Organization in Jerusalem. She currently
serves as a member of the Boards of Direc-
tors of the Washington Hospital Center and
Nurses Educational Funds, Inc.; as a member
of the Greater Baltimore Health Sub-
committee; as well as my Health Care Advi-
sory Committee. She is an alumna of Leader-
ship Maryland, Class of 1996; the 1998 class
of the Robert Wood Johnson Executive Nurse
Fellows Program; and has been named to the
Circle of Excellence of Maryland’s Top 100
Women.

Mr. Speaker, it is for her dedication to the
pursuit of academic excellence and her con-
tributions to improvements in nursing and
health care that | rise to thank Dr. Heller.
Nurses across the Nation and the people of
Maryland are in her debt. | ask my colleagues
to join me today in recognizing Dr. Heller's ac-
complishments and thanking her for her serv-
ice to Maryland.
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