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established new levels of cooperation and
teamwork between his program office and the
numerous contractors involved in his pro-
grams. He embodies the highest tenants of
Acquisition Reform and the Army’s innovative
Rapid Fielding Initiative.

RECOGNIZING SOMERSET COUNTY
AS “AMERICA’S COUNTY”

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Somerset County which has re-
ceived the honorary title of “America’s Coun-
ty.” This title, given to the county, recognizes
its people whose hard work and determination
made Somerset County the extraordinary
place it is today.

To many Americans, Somerset County is
known as the site of the United Airlines Flight
93 crash during the tragic terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. Despite these sorrowful
events, the people of Somerset have been
looking into the future with enduring hope and
pride. It is their patriotic determination to
achieve American greatness that we com-
memorate today. It is their heroic determina-
tion that made Somerset County the “Amer-
ica’'s County,” the source of inspiration and
hope to millions of Americans.

The people of this great county are viewed
as having traditional values and a strong vi-
sion of the future. Because of their hard work,
Somerset County is taking pride in its schools
and its emergency providers; it is taking pride
in its agriculture, in its recreation, and in its in-
dustry. Somerset County is a great place to
live, work, and visit, not only because it is
blessed with an abundance of natural re-
sources and breathtaking beauty, but most im-
portantly because it is blessed with dedicated
and courageous people.

For decades now the people of Somerset
County have been working together to accom-
plish common goals for the future, while re-
specting the history and heritage of the past.
Always welcoming to visitors, always loyal to
their friends, these people make Somerset
County a shining example of American great-
ness. Today their hard work and determination
are deservedly recognized, and | rise to honor
Somerset County, as it will always be known
as a little piece of Heaven on Earth, as the
“America’s County.”

———

INTRODUCING THE SEXUAL PRED-
ATOR EFFECTIVE MONITORING
ACT OF 2005

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Sexual Predator Ef-
fective Monitoring Act of 2005. | am pleased to
introduce this bill with Florida’s senior Senator
BiLL NELSON, and | pledge my full commitment
to helping communities throughout the country
take the necessary steps to protect the vulner-
able from sexual predators.
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A recent report done by my hometown
newspaper, The South Florida Sun-Sentinel,
discovered that more registered sex offenders
live in a zip code located completely in my dis-
trict than any other zip code in Florida. The
fact that no one living in the area knew the
magnitude of the problem until the story was
written is beyond troubling; it's absolutely
scary.

In 2003, the Justice Department completed
a report on recidivism rates of sex offenders.
The report provided some very disturbing sta-
tistics. The Department of Justice tracked
9,691 male sex offenders released from 15
state prisons, including Florida. They tracked
them for a 3-year period and found that 40
percent of the sex offenders who re-offended
did so within the first year, and within 3 years
of their release from prison, 5.3 percent of
those sex offenders were rearrested for an-
other sex crime. Even more, half of the sex of-
fenders tracked in this study included men
who molested children, and within the first 3
years of their release from prison, 3.3 percent
of these convicts were rearrested for another
sex crime against a child.

Even more, there are more than 30,000 reg-
istered sex offenders in the state of Florida
alone. Nationwide, there are more than
300,000 registered sex offenders, of which the
victims of some 70 percent of all the men in
prison for sex crimes were children.

It is these statistical realities combined with
The Sun-Sentinel’s report that led me to co-
host a community forum with the Broward
County Urban League. At that meeting, our
community had an opportunity to discuss how
to best protect our children from those who
prey on the vulnerable. The forum provided
law enforcement, civic leaders, elected offi-
cials, and community residents the opportunity
to voice their concerns and chart a path to-
ward making our neighborhoods safe from sex
offenders.

The legislation which | am introducing today
expresses Congressional support for the track-
ing of sex offenders on probation through the
use of Global Positioning Systems. The Sex-
ual Predator Effective Monitoring Act also es-
tablishes a grant program that will allow states
to improve their ability to track and monitor the
movement and activities of sexual predators.
The bill authorizes a total of $30 million over
2 years to assist states in accomplishing this
critical task.

Mr. Speaker, | can think of no greater mech-
anism by which Congress can assist states in
protecting children from sexual predators than
to provide them with the financial assistance
to develop and implement effective tracking
tools to monitor these sick individuals. | ask
for my colleagues’ support for this legislation,
and | urge its swift passage.

———

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006
AND 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2601) to authorize
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appropriations for the Department of State
for fiscal years 2006 and 2007, and for other
purposes:

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, | take this
opportunity to state my opposition to the
amendment offered by Mr. ROGERS of Michi-
gan.

The language of the amendment is based
upon a misinterpretation of the precedents
concerning the management and control of the
Great Lakes, and section 1109 of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1986, in par-
ticular.

The Great Lakes are not possessed by the
8 states that border them. The United States
maintains sovereign power over the Great
Lakes under its authority to regulate com-
merce and to control the navigable waters
within its jurisdiction. As the Supreme Court
specifically recognized, the United States’ ulti-
mate interest in the Great Lakes is greater
than those of any state.

It is the United States, not the states, that
manages the Great Lakes. For example, the
Great Lakes’ role as a national transportation
corridor is vital to the national economy. The
Great Lakes navigation system generates
more than 150,000 jobs for the U.S. economy,
$4.3 billion in personal income, and $3.4 bil-
lion in transportation-related business revenue.

The United States has sovereign power
over the Great Lakes and frequently exercises
this power through control of water pollution,
reducing the introduction of invasive species,
protecting endangered species, and exercising
water management functions generally.

Mr. ROGERS’s amendment misinterprets sec-
tion 1109 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act to mean that Congress ceded au-
thority over the Great Lakes to the Governors
of the Great Lakes States. Congress did not.

The legislative history of section 1109 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986
clearly indicates that Congress was acting to
protect the limited quantity of water available
from the Great Lakes system for use by the
Great Lakes States and to prohibit any diver-
sion unless that diversion was approved by
the Governors of all the Great Lakes States.
This “veto” authority granted to the Governors
of the 8 Great Lakes States was the imple-
mentation mechanism for the Federal policy,
not a relinquishment of authority. Therefore, it
is inconsistent with law and precedent to indi-
cate that Congress recognizes that manage-
ment authority over the Great Lakes should be
vested with the Governors of the 8 Great
Lakes States, and the Premiers of the Cana-
dian provinces.

For these reasons, | state my strong belief
that the amendment erroneously characterizes
Congressional policy and law.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO DR. BOISEY O.
BARNES

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 21, 2005
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise and
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Dr. Boisey O. Barnes who will be honored
by the Association of Black Cardiologists, Inc.
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in conjunction with the National Medical Asso-
ciation on Friday, July 22, 2005 at the Sher-
aton New York Hotel. Dr. Barnes is being hon-
ored for his outstanding contributions to cardi-
ology as an acclaimed physician, researcher,
educator, humanitarian and spokesman.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Barnes is a native of my
hometown of Wilson, North Carolina. His par-
ents were Dr. B.O. Barnes and Flossie How-
ard Barnes. He graduated from Charles H.
Darden High School in 1960, Johnson C.
Smith University in 1964, and the Howard Uni-
versity School of Medicine in 1968. While in
high school, Dr. Barnes distinguished himself
as a scholar and an outstanding quarterback
on the football team.

Dr. Barnes’ father practiced medicine in our
hometown for many years prior to his untimely
death in 1956. His patients were the poor and
disadvantaged minority citizens of the county
who basically could not afford health care but
he provided it without reservation. One of the
local elementary schools in our community is
named “B.O. Barnes Elementary School.” Mr.
Speaker, it was this family background of pub-
lic service that has laid the foundation for the
great work of Dr. Barnes.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Barnes has held a number
of significant positions over the years including
that of Founding Member of the Association of
Black Cardiologists, Inc; developer of the
Echocardiography, Laboratory at Howard Uni-
versity Hospital; Lead Investigator for ARIES,
the first national cholesterol study in African
Americans; and recipient of the Favorite Doc-
tor in D.C. Award.

However, it is not the work for which he has
already been honored that is most impressive
nor is it the numerous accolades he has re-
ceived from such notables as the D.C. Medical
Society, Providence Hospital and President
Bill Clinton. Rather it is the work that has re-
ceived no recognition that makes Dr. Barnes a
truly special individual.

Over the last 30 years, Dr. Barnes has
acted as a dedicated servant to one of our na-
tion’s most disadvantaged communities. As
the only Board Certified Cardiologist in Ana-
costia, Dr. Barnes has devoted his career, his
talents and his long list of credentials to fight-
ing the number one killer in our nation, heart
disease. Over three decades, Dr. Barnes has
stood for dedication, service and compassion
in an environment that rarely affords either.

For his steadfast work through adversity and
breakthrough accomplishments in the field of
cardiology, | call upon my colleagues to join
me today in rising to honor this truly great
man and praise not simply his individual
deeds but the body of his work. Dr. Barnes is
a remarkable physician and a credit to his
field; | thank him for his service, and thank his
lovely wife of decades, Bernadine and their
two precious daughters, Tamera and Bridget,
for sharing Dr. Barnes with us.

———
RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GM  POWERTRAIN

FLINT NORTH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to rise before you today to ask my
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colleagues in the 109th Congress to join me in
celebrating a milestone happening in my
hometown of Flint, Michigan. On Thursday,
July 21, civic and community leaders will join
General Motors and the United Auto Workers
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
GM’s Powertrain Flint North plant.

Originally a tract of farmland owned by the
Durant-Dort Carriage Company, William Crapo
Durant and J. Dallas Dort used the site to cre-
ate a network of factories with the intention of
maintaining all aspects of carriage production
in close proximity. This network was the basis
on which General Motors was formed. On
September 4, 1905, a construction contract
was signed for the creation of Buick Factory 1,
and the company broke ground on November
1 that same year. Other factories followed, in-
cluding the Weston-Mott Axle Factory and the
Imperial Wheel Building, among many others
that added to the history of General Motors,
and the City of Flint.

The Buick site, where my father worked, be-
came one of America’s greatest contributors
during both World Wars, producing many en-
gines and parts used by the United States and
the Allied Forces. Following World War I, the
site experienced a period of growth and pros-
perity, with the development of new onsite
foundries and factories, as well as several ad-
ministrative and support buildings. The site
was also home to Buick City, a multi-million
dollar manufacturing project that garnered
international attention. Today, under the name
of GM Powertrain Flint North, the site remains
home to four factories, five support buildings,
a Cultural and Diversity Center, and the dedi-
cated men and women of UAW Local 599,
which has represented its members for 66
years.

Mr. Speaker, Flint, Michigan is still known to
many as “Buick City.” This name signifies the
level of pride GM employees, UAW members,
and Flint residents have in the Buick name,
their product, and the community in which they
have invested much of their lives. | have a
personal reason to be proud of Powertrain
Flint North’s centennial; my father was a
founding member of Local 599, joining the
UAW in the 1930’s. From my own family’s ex-
perience, | know the impact the site’s pres-
ence has made in the quality of life for many
Flint households. As the Member of Congress
representing the City of Flint, home of
Powertrain Flint North and as the proud owner
of a Buick LeSabre, | again ask my colleagues
to join me in congratulating General Motors
and the UAW.

HONORING ARTHUR A. FLETCHER
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. WATT, CBC
chairman, and | rise today to honor the ex-
traordinary life and achievements of Arthur A.
Fletcher of Washington, DC. Known for his
lifelong commitment to advancing civil rights
and increasing educational and professional
opportunity for African Americans and other
minorities, Mr. Fletcher was a true pioneer in
the movement for racial and socioeconomic
equality in America. He passed away at his
home in Washington on July 12, 2005 at the
age of 80.
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Mr. Fletcher was born in Phoenix, Arizona in
1924, but grew up in California, Oklahoma, Ar-
izona and Kansas due to his father’s career in
the military. While attending high school in
Junction City, Kansas, he organized his first
civil rights protest after being told that African
American student photographs would only be
included in the back of the yearbook. Remain-
ing in Kansas for college, he attended
Washburn University in Topeka, earning de-
grees in political science and sociology, and
later went on to earn a law degree and a
Ph.D. in education.

Mr. Fletcher served in World War Il under
General George Patton, earning a purple heart
after being shot while fighting with his Army
tanker division. He went on to become a pro-
fessional football player in 1950, joining the
Los Angeles Rams and later the Baltimore
Colts, where he was one of the team’s first Af-
rican American players.

Mr. Fletcher entered politics in 1954, work-
ing first on Fred Hall’s gubernatorial campaign
in Kansas, and later taking a post working for
the Kansas Highway Commission. Central to
his work in that position and in subsequent
ones was his determination to use his knowl-
edge of government contracts to encourage
African Americans to bid on contracts and
grow their businesses.

Mr. Fletcher lived in the San Francisco Bay
Area during the late 1960s and later moved to
Washington, where he served as a special as-
sistant to the governor and was the first black
candidate to run for lieutenant governor or any
statewide office. In 1969, President Nixon ap-
pointed him assistant secretary of wage and
labor standards in the Department of Labor.
There he became best known for devising the
“Philadelphia plan,” which set and enforced
equal opportunity employment standards for
companies with federal contracts and their
labor unions.

Given Congresswoman LEE’s history as a
small business owner, we can personal attest
to the positive impact of Mr. Fletcher's work to
extend federal contracting opportunities to Afri-
can Americans has had on the minority busi-
ness community. As a federal contractor in the
SBA 8A program in the 1980s, Congress-
woman LEE was able to directly benefit from
his vision and foresight with regard to getting
minorities involved in business, as have count-
less others.

In 1972, Mr. Fletcher became the Executive
Director of the United Negro College Fund,
where he fought to extend equal educational
opportunity to African Americans, and coined
the slogan “a mind is a terrible thing to
waste.” Known as “the father of affirmative ac-
tion,” he was later asked to serve on the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights under Presidents
Ford, Reagan and Bush as a commissioner,
and later as chairman, until 1993. Prompted
by a series of attacks on longstanding affirma-
tive action policies in the mid—1990s, Mr.
Fletcher ran for president in 1996, and later
became president and CEO of Fletcher's
Learning Systems and publisher of USA To-
morrow/The Fletcher Letter, Mr. Fletcher
served as a delegate to the United Nations
and as the chairman of the National Black
Chamber of Commerce, and spent a great
deal of time speaking at venues across the
country on the benefits of affirmative action
and equal opportunity,

Many have benefited from the affirmative
action policies and Mr. Fletcher's unyielding
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