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Central America. Nonetheless, it has a literacy
rate of over 90 percent, an average life ex-
pectancy of 67 years, and a diverse back-
ground of religious and racial groups. With a
gross domestic product of $1.778 billion and a
third of the population living below the poverty
line, Belize still faces many challenges to its
economic development and stability.

Nonetheless, the government of Belize has
worked to nurture and support business rela-
tionships with the United States. lts leaders
have reached out to the American government
to find mechanisms for tackling the issues of
homeland and domestic security needs. It has
shown considerable willingness to assist in the
reduction of drug trafficking from the country
and has worked impressively to address the
health care needs and concerns of its citizens.

More still should be done to assist the peo-
ple of Belize as they pursue means of eco-
nomic and social advancement and tackle the
crippling problems facing smaller nations. As
they have reached out to us in the pursuit of
answers and support to their problems, we
should recognize the need for assistance and
aid in their development. | believe that it is im-
portant that the U.S. Government continues to
develop a strong relationship with our Belizean
neighbors. Our global connectedness and
shared interests are important causes that
unite us today and will continue to draw us
closer together.

| therefore submit for the RECORD a copy of
The Hill’'s op-ed column written by Ambas-
sador Lisa Shoman, discussing the connected-
ness and relationship between the small but
important country of Belize and the United
States. | hope my colleagues understand the
significance of nurturing this relationship and
continuing to build an ever closer relationship
with the nation of Belize.

BELIZE: SMALL COUNTRY, BIG PROGRESS

While media attention has been firmly fo-
cused on the proposed Dominican Republic-
Central America Free Trade Agreement, a
regional success story that has captured vir-
tually no attention is unfolding.

The small nation of Belize (that I have the
privilege of representing in Washington) has
made significant strides over the past few
years that have strengthened the bilateral
relationship with the United States and at-
tracted the attention of America’s business
community.

Belize, a nation of about 275,000 people sit-
uated at the crossroads of Central America
and the Caribbean, is a staunch friend of
America; a solid, strong and peaceful democ-
racy with an independent judiciary; and a
nation open and welcoming to the American
private sector. It became a British Crown
colony in 1862 and achieved independence in
1981.

Our two nations have had a long history of
cordial relations. The United States is the
home to the largest expatriate Belizean com-
munity in the world, some 150,000 strong, and
thousands of American tourists visit my
country each year, either by air or by cruise
ship.

Blilt there is a more profound reason for
why the nations are so close: The dedication
of both governments to common objectives
has naturally led to an increasingly coopera-
tive and productive diplomatic relationship.
Belize shares the central U.S. goals of eradi-
cating terrorism, bolstering security, com-
bating the scourges of drugs and inter-
national crime and protecting human rights.
And we have put real action and effort to
these tasks.

Over just the past three to four years,
Belize has agreed in principle to sign the
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Proliferation Security Initiative, a key ini-
tiative of the Bush administration intended
to impede or stop shipments of weapons of
mass destruction. Our ports were upgraded
to meet the International Maritime Organi-
zation’s International Shipping and Ports
Security Code. Our Cabinet has approved the
Agreement Concerning Cooperation in Sup-
pressing Illicit Maritime and Air Trafficking
in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances in the Caribbean Area (CRA), a key
objective of the U.S. government. The CRA
will not only pay dividends in reducing drug
trafficking but also assist law-enforcement
cooperation in areas such as arms smuggling
and money laundering.

Our two governments’ determination to
stamp out the drug trade yielded a concrete
success last December in the conviction of a
Belizean gang leader for multi-ton cocaine-
importation offenses. The success of the op-
eration was made possible through the coop-
erative efforts of the U.S. Attorney’s Office
in New York City and officials in the
Belizean Office of Public Prosecutions and
our Police Department.

We have acceded to the U.N. Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and
its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women
and Children, and we are committed to work
together to stamp out all forms of human
slavery. Our two nations have signed and
brought into force an extradition treaty and
a mutual legal-assistance treaty intended to
strengthen law-enforcement cooperation.

This fast-paced diplomatic activity is not
only a direct result of the excellent relations
between Belize and the United States but
also an important expression of my coun-
try’s fundamental commitment to the prin-
ciple of the rule of law and of the necessity
for a rules-based world.

That commitment governs Belize’s rela-
tionship with her international investors and
commercial firms operating in and with the
country. And the results speak for them-
selves.

We are a beneficiary of the Caribbean
Basin Initiative, and the United States is our
largest trading partner. Two-way trade
reached about $259 million in 2004 and, ac-
cording to early 2005 statistics, is over 35
percent greater this year than over the cor-
responding period in 2004.

The United States has consistently en-
joyed a trade surplus. Our investment levels
have also grown. The World Bank reports
that from 2002 to 2003 (latest figures avail-
able) net inflows of foreign direct investment
have increased by 60 percent.

These are encouraging numbers but clearly
are below Belize’s potential. We are focused
on lifting trade and investment levels and
believe that we shall, given the foundation
we have already built.

Foreign investors are hardheaded business-
people. They will not move into a country if
the conditions are not right. The 2005 Index
of Economic Freedom, jointly produced by
the Heritage Foundation and The Wall
Street Journal, is of particular interest to
any investor. This careful analysis shows
Belize outranking virtually all nations with
which the United States is currently negoti-
ating a free-trade-area agreement or pro-
viding funding through the U.S. govern-
ment’s Millennium Challenge Corp.

The Belizean Constitution provides for an
independent judiciary and, according to the
State Department’s Report on Human Rights
Practices, the government generally respects
this provision in practice. The report cer-
tifies that people accused of civil or criminal
offenses have constitutional rights to pre-
sumption of innocence, protection against
self-incrimination, defense by counsel, a pub-
lic trial and appeal. Belize has a Freedom of
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Information Act and an independent ombuds-
man who acts as a check on government
power.

Abuses occur in every country. The report
noted that when instances of alleged inap-
propriate behavior by a government agency
arose, the matters were settled under the
rule of law and due process.

Belize is making significant progress,
strengthening its commitment to a secure
world, helping the United States in our com-
mon cause to fight terrorism, protecting
human rights and promoting and welcoming
trade and investment.

Belize is a small country with much to
offer the United States and its investors. We
pledge to work with Congress and the U.S.
business community so that you will get to
know us better.

———

THANKING CITY OF TRENTON,
ILLINOIS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
both congratulate and express my gratitude to
the City of Trenton, lllinois for hosting the llli-
nois State Junior Legion Baseball Tournament
for 2005.

American Legion baseball gives youth an
opportunity to understand teamwork, dis-
cipline, and leadership through experience in
the sport. It helps our youth build personal
physical fithness and leadership skills. | am de-
lighted to see the support City of Trenton is
providing the youth of lllinois in hosting this
tournament.

| welcome all those participating in the tour-
nament to southern lllinois. | wish each of the
teams the best as they participate in the 2005
lllinois State Junior Legion Baseball Tour-
nament.

———

A TRIBUTE TO COL. MICHAEL J.
SMITH

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Colonel Michael J.
Smith, Project Manager Soldier Weapons, for
his support of our Soldiers in their ongoing
war on terrorism and in particular for his inno-
vative approach to shortening the acquisition
cycle for critical new weapon systems. Of par-
ticular note was his success in rapidly fielding
the Common Remotely Operated Weapon
Station (CROWS). Through his vision and cal-
culated risk taking, he has rapidly fielded this
and other systems which have demonstrably
led to the saving Soldier and civilian lives in
Iraq. This has been a true force protection
success story and a force multiplier for the
Army.

Col. Smith’s innovations benefit Soldiers,
policy makers, and tax payers by streamlining
the costly test and acquisition process. His
wise use of tax dollars resulted in Soldiers re-
ceiving the best possible equipment and ena-
bling the rapid fielding of new technologies to
enhance soldier capability while ensuring sol-
dier safety. Through his leadership, Col. Smith
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established new levels of cooperation and
teamwork between his program office and the
numerous contractors involved in his pro-
grams. He embodies the highest tenants of
Acquisition Reform and the Army’s innovative
Rapid Fielding Initiative.

RECOGNIZING SOMERSET COUNTY
AS “AMERICA’S COUNTY”

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Somerset County which has re-
ceived the honorary title of “America’s Coun-
ty.” This title, given to the county, recognizes
its people whose hard work and determination
made Somerset County the extraordinary
place it is today.

To many Americans, Somerset County is
known as the site of the United Airlines Flight
93 crash during the tragic terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. Despite these sorrowful
events, the people of Somerset have been
looking into the future with enduring hope and
pride. It is their patriotic determination to
achieve American greatness that we com-
memorate today. It is their heroic determina-
tion that made Somerset County the “Amer-
ica’'s County,” the source of inspiration and
hope to millions of Americans.

The people of this great county are viewed
as having traditional values and a strong vi-
sion of the future. Because of their hard work,
Somerset County is taking pride in its schools
and its emergency providers; it is taking pride
in its agriculture, in its recreation, and in its in-
dustry. Somerset County is a great place to
live, work, and visit, not only because it is
blessed with an abundance of natural re-
sources and breathtaking beauty, but most im-
portantly because it is blessed with dedicated
and courageous people.

For decades now the people of Somerset
County have been working together to accom-
plish common goals for the future, while re-
specting the history and heritage of the past.
Always welcoming to visitors, always loyal to
their friends, these people make Somerset
County a shining example of American great-
ness. Today their hard work and determination
are deservedly recognized, and | rise to honor
Somerset County, as it will always be known
as a little piece of Heaven on Earth, as the
“America’s County.”

———

INTRODUCING THE SEXUAL PRED-
ATOR EFFECTIVE MONITORING
ACT OF 2005

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Sexual Predator Ef-
fective Monitoring Act of 2005. | am pleased to
introduce this bill with Florida’s senior Senator
BiLL NELSON, and | pledge my full commitment
to helping communities throughout the country
take the necessary steps to protect the vulner-
able from sexual predators.
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A recent report done by my hometown
newspaper, The South Florida Sun-Sentinel,
discovered that more registered sex offenders
live in a zip code located completely in my dis-
trict than any other zip code in Florida. The
fact that no one living in the area knew the
magnitude of the problem until the story was
written is beyond troubling; it's absolutely
scary.

In 2003, the Justice Department completed
a report on recidivism rates of sex offenders.
The report provided some very disturbing sta-
tistics. The Department of Justice tracked
9,691 male sex offenders released from 15
state prisons, including Florida. They tracked
them for a 3-year period and found that 40
percent of the sex offenders who re-offended
did so within the first year, and within 3 years
of their release from prison, 5.3 percent of
those sex offenders were rearrested for an-
other sex crime. Even more, half of the sex of-
fenders tracked in this study included men
who molested children, and within the first 3
years of their release from prison, 3.3 percent
of these convicts were rearrested for another
sex crime against a child.

Even more, there are more than 30,000 reg-
istered sex offenders in the state of Florida
alone. Nationwide, there are more than
300,000 registered sex offenders, of which the
victims of some 70 percent of all the men in
prison for sex crimes were children.

It is these statistical realities combined with
The Sun-Sentinel’s report that led me to co-
host a community forum with the Broward
County Urban League. At that meeting, our
community had an opportunity to discuss how
to best protect our children from those who
prey on the vulnerable. The forum provided
law enforcement, civic leaders, elected offi-
cials, and community residents the opportunity
to voice their concerns and chart a path to-
ward making our neighborhoods safe from sex
offenders.

The legislation which | am introducing today
expresses Congressional support for the track-
ing of sex offenders on probation through the
use of Global Positioning Systems. The Sex-
ual Predator Effective Monitoring Act also es-
tablishes a grant program that will allow states
to improve their ability to track and monitor the
movement and activities of sexual predators.
The bill authorizes a total of $30 million over
2 years to assist states in accomplishing this
critical task.

Mr. Speaker, | can think of no greater mech-
anism by which Congress can assist states in
protecting children from sexual predators than
to provide them with the financial assistance
to develop and implement effective tracking
tools to monitor these sick individuals. | ask
for my colleagues’ support for this legislation,
and | urge its swift passage.

———

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006
AND 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2601) to authorize
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appropriations for the Department of State
for fiscal years 2006 and 2007, and for other
purposes:

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, | take this
opportunity to state my opposition to the
amendment offered by Mr. ROGERS of Michi-
gan.

The language of the amendment is based
upon a misinterpretation of the precedents
concerning the management and control of the
Great Lakes, and section 1109 of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1986, in par-
ticular.

The Great Lakes are not possessed by the
8 states that border them. The United States
maintains sovereign power over the Great
Lakes under its authority to regulate com-
merce and to control the navigable waters
within its jurisdiction. As the Supreme Court
specifically recognized, the United States’ ulti-
mate interest in the Great Lakes is greater
than those of any state.

It is the United States, not the states, that
manages the Great Lakes. For example, the
Great Lakes’ role as a national transportation
corridor is vital to the national economy. The
Great Lakes navigation system generates
more than 150,000 jobs for the U.S. economy,
$4.3 billion in personal income, and $3.4 bil-
lion in transportation-related business revenue.

The United States has sovereign power
over the Great Lakes and frequently exercises
this power through control of water pollution,
reducing the introduction of invasive species,
protecting endangered species, and exercising
water management functions generally.

Mr. ROGERS’s amendment misinterprets sec-
tion 1109 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act to mean that Congress ceded au-
thority over the Great Lakes to the Governors
of the Great Lakes States. Congress did not.

The legislative history of section 1109 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986
clearly indicates that Congress was acting to
protect the limited quantity of water available
from the Great Lakes system for use by the
Great Lakes States and to prohibit any diver-
sion unless that diversion was approved by
the Governors of all the Great Lakes States.
This “veto” authority granted to the Governors
of the 8 Great Lakes States was the imple-
mentation mechanism for the Federal policy,
not a relinquishment of authority. Therefore, it
is inconsistent with law and precedent to indi-
cate that Congress recognizes that manage-
ment authority over the Great Lakes should be
vested with the Governors of the 8 Great
Lakes States, and the Premiers of the Cana-
dian provinces.

For these reasons, | state my strong belief
that the amendment erroneously characterizes
Congressional policy and law.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO DR. BOISEY O.
BARNES

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 21, 2005
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise and
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Dr. Boisey O. Barnes who will be honored
by the Association of Black Cardiologists, Inc.
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