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support though a variety of charitable works
both domestically as well as internationally.
For the past century, the Knights have pro-
vided an insurance program for widows and
orphans of its deceased members. Addition-
ally, the Knights have raised substantial funds
to assist mentally challenged and disabled in-
dividuals. Most recently, they have worked
along with Catholic Relief Services to raise
funds for the victims of the devastating tsu-
nami that hit Southeast Asia in December.

The patriotism and positive influence of the
Knights is recognized every morning by stu-
dents reciting the Pledge of Allegiance in
classrooms across the Nation. In 1954, it was
the Knights of Columbus who petitioned Presi-
dent Eisenhower and Congress to add the
words “under God” to the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Today, | would like to remember those com-
mitted men who organized Leo Council 100
years ago and those who have strived to
maintain its membership’s vigor and progress.
| am proud to congratulate the members, their
spouses and families on this momentous oc-
casion.

HONORING CONTRIBUTIONS OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of House Resolution 23, hon-
oring the contributions and academic excel-
lence of Catholic schools. The week of Janu-
ary 30-February 5 has been designated
“Catholic Schools Week” by the National
Catholic Educational Association and the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
to honor the educators, administrators, and
over 2.5 million students at Catholic schools
across the country for their continued dedica-
tion to the educational process.

Catholic Schools Week began in 1974, and
has annually promoted a different theme to
guide its message. The theme for this year’s
Catholic Schools Week is “Faith in Every Stu-
dent,” which demonstrates parochial edu-
cators” commitment to melding the invaluable
process of learning with the guiding principles
of Catholicism. And as important as the intel-
lectual development is, it pales in comparison
to the lessons of compassion and service to
others.

As a beneficiary of a Catholic education, |
deeply appreciate the role that the schools
play. My Catholic educational experience gave
me the desire to learn, the willingness to
adapt, and the moral compass by which to
lead. This education gave me the basis for the
beliefs that continue to guide me today. Chil-
dren in Catholic schools receive a good edu-
cation from highly-qualified teachers and
strengthen it with a daily commitment to faith,
both in school and after the final bell rings.

| wish our nation’s Catholic schools contin-
ued success, and pledge my support as they
continue their ongoing commitment to quality
education.
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THE MILITARY FAMILIES
FINANCIAL SECURITY ACT OF 2005

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Military Families Finan-
cial Security Act of 2005. This bill will ensure
the brave men and women who serve our
country will not have to worry about losing crit-
ical services their dependent children need.

The men and women who serve in our
Armed Forces are everyday heroes. | know
about the valor of military families from my
own experience as a military wife when my
husband was stationed in Japan during the
Vietnam War. As a wife and mother in a for-
eign country with two young children, | ob-
served that many servicemembers were also
mothers and fathers and were making the
same sacrifices | was. Just as these brave
men and women are working to protect our
nation, we must likewise protect them and
their loved ones through the laws and policies
we enact.

In San Diego and around the country, some
military families rely on the Supplemental Se-
curity Income program (SSI) for means-tested
financial assistance. This safety net program
is designed to protect qualifying families from
poverty and provides access to valuable social
services such as Medicaid. Without SSI, some
special-needs families would not be able to
cover their medical expenses.

Current regulations threaten some military
families’ eligibility. They face a unique risk of
losing benefits due to the way military pay is
treated under SSI rules. The Social Security
Administration (SSA) considers anything out-
side basic pay as “unearned income.” This
method hurts servicemembers and their fami-
lies since there are more than 30 types of mili-
tary pay in addition to basic pay. These dif-
ferent pays, considered unearned income, re-
sult in higher countable income and affect eli-
gibility. Just a few dollars can make all the dif-
ference in the world to these military families.

My legislation would change how the SSA
calculates income for SSI eligibility by treating
most military compensation as earned income.
This simple change will keep families eligible
for SSI benefits and simplify the administration
of this program.

Last year, in testimony before the Human
Resources Subcommittee of the Ways and
Means Committee, Social Security Commis-
sioner JoAnne Barnhart stated her support for
such a proposal, which was part of the Presi-
dent’s FY05 budget.

As Commissioner Barnhart stated, “The pro-
vision would treat cash military compensation
and civilian wages alike, and thus eliminate
the present unfair and disadvantageous treat-
ment of cash military compensation other than
basic pay under SSI. The proposal would in-
crease SSI benefits for most military families
with disabled children, which are currently
about 3,000 families. It would be a significant
program simplification in these cases and
would have a relatively small program cost of
only $2 million over 10 years.”

She also mentioned how ‘“determining the
difference in the types of military pay is time
consuming and error prone, and the guidelines
for making such determinations covers 14
pages in SSA’s operating instructions.”

February 2, 2005

As a proud member of the House Armed
Services Committee, | am committed to im-
proving the quality of life of the men and
women who serve our country. This legislation
is fair, overdue and demonstrates our nation’s
appreciation.  This legislation will give
servicemembers peace of mind from knowing
that their duties will not jeopardize their fami-
lies’ eligibility for SSI benefits and related
services.

| urge you, Mr. Speaker, and all of my col-
leagues to pass this critical legislation into law.

———

CONGRATULATING DAVID E.
HAYES ON HIS ELECTION AS
CHAIRMAN OF THE INDE-
PENDENT COMMUNITY BANKERS
OF AMERICA

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of David E.
Hayes, an outstanding leader in our commu-
nity and the new chairman of the Independent
Community Bankers of America, a group that
represents almost 5,000 community bank
members.

He is also the President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Security Bank in Dyersburg,
Tennessee. A native of West Tennessee, Mr.
Hayes began his banking career in Memphis
in 1967, and since then, he has amassed an
impressive résumé that includes leadership
roles in many community and state level bank-
ing organizations.

David has demonstrated his commitment to
West Tennessee not only through his profes-
sional career, but also through his enthusiastic
involvement in the local community. He has
served as the chairman of the Dyersburg
Chamber of Commerce, chairman of the Dyer
County United Way, and president of the Dyer
County Heart Association. He has also been
an active member of the Dyer County Indus-
trial Development Board and the Executive
Committee of the Dyersburg State Community
College Foundation Board. He and his wife of
37 years, Sara, have two children, David Jr.
and Amy, and two young grandchildren, Jo-
anna and David.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to please join me in
congratulating Mr. Hayes on his election to the
chairmanship of the Independent Community
Bankers of America. We in West Tennessee
are very proud of his outstanding achieve-
ment.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO BILL PRICE ON THE
OCCARSION OF HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | invite my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Mr. Bill Price, a lifelong
supporter of the labor movement, a strong ad-
vocate for the rights of senior citizens, and a
founding member of both the Senior Action
Network and the California Alliance for Retired




February 2, 2005

Americans. Mr. Price will be honored for his
truly exceptional contributions to his commu-
nity at his 90th birthday celebration on Feb-
ruary 24, 2005.

Since his early years working in the hotel in-
dustry in Seattle, Mr. Price has been a dedi-
cated union leader. In 1937, he helped to or-
ganize employees who voted to join the Build-
ing Service Employees, Local 6. After serving
for two years in the U.S. Navy, Mr. Price
moved to San Francisco in 1947 to work in his
father's grocery store. There, he joined the
Retail Clerks Local 648 and was an active
member. By the early 1960s, Mr. Price was
elected to the Executive Board of Local 648,
in which he served first as Vice President,
then Organizer, and eventually Business
Agent until his retirement.

Mr. Speaker, after retiring, Mr. Price has
been busy working to better the quality of life
for seniors, families, and working people. A
founding member of both the Senior Action
Network (SAN) and the California Alliance for
Retired Americans (CARA), Mr. Price currently
serves as the President of SAN and as Vice
President of CARA. Both of these organiza-
tions value his leadership, enthusiasm, and
persistent efforts on behalf of senior citizens in
the Bay Area. True to his selfless nature, Mr.
Price asked that his birthday present be cele-
brated through the continued support of these
two organizations that he has worked so hard
to create and develop.

In addition to his commitment to the labor
movement and the welfare of senior citizens,
Mr. Price is also an avid sports fan. A season
ticket holder for both the San Francisco 49ers
and the Giants, he continues to find time to
root for the local teams.

Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Price celebrates his
90th birthday, | urge my colleagues to join me
in honoring his outstanding achievements and
remarkable dedication to the well-being of his
community. | look forward to celebrating many
more milestones with Mr. Price in the future.

———

IN MEMORY OF K. PATRICK
OKURA

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member and honor the life of K. Patrick
Okura. Pat, as he was known to all who were
fortunate enough to know him, led a long and
accomplished career in the field of mental
health and civil rights advocacy. My condo-
lences go out to, Lily, his wife and life long
partner who stood at Pat’s side for more than
60 years.

Pat's own life spanned more than ninety
years and was certainly intertwined with the
historic events of those years.

Pat went to UCLA where he earned his a
degree in psychology in the early 1930s. At
UCLA he also played varsity baseball, which
was unheard of for an Asian American at that
time. He faced harsh protest from his team-
mates the entire two years he played at
UCLA, but he became the first Asian Amer-
ican to play and letter in a major sport at a
West Coast college or university.

Pat and his wife Lily had been married for
just two months in December, 1941 when our
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government gave them just four days to pack
only what they could carry and sent them to
live in an internment camp.

While in an assembly center at the Santa
Anita race track, Pat and Lily were able to
avoid going to an internment camp when Fa-
ther Flanagan of Boys’ Town convinced fed-
eral officials that his orphanage in Nebraska
needed someone with Pat’s psychology back-
ground. Pat worked at Boys’ Town for 18
years, providing counseling and administering
psychological tests.

After Boys’ Town, Pat was appointed chief
probation officer of the Douglas County Juve-
nile Court and helped establish a separate ju-
venile court system for the state of Nebraska.
The Nebraska Psychiatric Institute later re-
cruited Okura to head up the Community Psy-
chiatric Services division, where he became
the state planner for mental health and
launched five successful mental health centers
in the state.

In 1970, Pat’'s work in Nebraska prompted
then-National Institute of Mental Health, NIMH,
Director Bertram Brown, to recruit Pat to be-
come his executive assistant in Washington,
DC. Pat saw this position as giving him an op-
portunity to help minorities and children and
address delinquency. Pat worked at NIMH for
17 years, retiring in 1985.

In 1988, when the U.S. government paid the
Okuras and all other former internment camp
prisoners $20,000 each, Pat and Lily used that
money along with personal savings to start the
Okura Mental Health Leadership Foundation,
which helps Asian Pacific Americans over-
come racial, language and other barriers.

Pat’s lifetime involvement with the Japanese
American Citizens League, JACL, was filled
with major accomplishments as well.

After joining the JACL at the age of 25, Pat
moved up through the leadership ranks,
gradually assuming greater and greater re-
sponsibility in this civil rights organization. In
1937, at the age of 26, he served as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Los Angeles JACL Of-
fice. Pat founded the Omaha JACL Chapter in
1947.

By 1962 he became JACL National Presi-
dent and remained in office for three years. As
JACL national president, Pat had the JACL
march with Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1963, re-
sisting opposition from some JACL members,
who did not want to get involved.

Even into his 90s, Pat was an active mem-
ber of the Washington, DC chapter of the
JACL.

Mr. Speaker, | have only touched on the
eventful and accomplished life of K. Patrick
Okura, but clearly this was a man whose life
represented a large part of our collective his-
tory.

———

IN HONOR OF RALPH B. THOMAS
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that | rise today to con-
gratulate Ralph B. Thomas of the San Diego
Border Patrol Sector. Mr. Thomas celebrates
his retirement after 28 years of service in im-
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migration policy and operations. | am honored
to have this opportunity to pay tribute to an
exceptional public servant.

In 1960, after a long day of campaigning for
the presidency, John F. Kennedy arrived at
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor to find
thousands of students waiting to hear him
speak. He challenged the assembled students
with the following immortal statement: “Ask
not what America will do for you, but what to-
gether we can do for the freedom of man.”
These fateful words launched the Peace
Corps.

A twenty-something Ralph Thomas learned
of this challenge and answered it. In 1961, he
joined the newly established international vol-
unteer organization and traveled to the Phil-
ippines. He taught English as a Second Lan-
guage in an elementary school and gave sup-
port to 35 volunteers in education and commu-
nity development assignments as a volunteer
leader.

Ralph Thomas completed his doctoral stud-
ies in Asian history and culture at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania in 1971, and taught Asian
and American history at the University of
Pennsylvania and Adrian College in Michigan.

His deep interest in urban and ethnic issues
led to positions as Director of Black/White
Curricula for the Education Development Cen-
ter in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and as a
process observer for the Detroit Education
Task Force.

His involvement in immigration matters re-
sulted from his friend and fellow Peace Corps/
Philippines volunteer Leonel Castillo being
named Commissioner of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service in 1977. After working
as a Special Assistant to the Commissioner
for two years, Ralph became Deputy Director
of the Select Commission on Immigration and
Refugee Policy. The Select Commission rec-
ommended a number of the policy changes
enacted as part of 1986 and 1990 immigration
reform legislation. Ralph returned to the INS
as a special assistant and consultant for the
first two years of the Reagan Administration.

In September 1983, Ralph was selected as
an appellate examiner for the new Administra-
tive Appeals Unit. In 1984, he was transferred
to an inspector position in the Office of Refu-
gees, Asylum and Parole. From 1986 to 1991,
he served as Deputy Assistant Commissioner.
Ralph spent six more years in the INS Office
of Congressional and Public Affairs before
coming to the San Diego Sector.

Ralph’s career spans the arenas of inter-
national development, education, immigration
policy and border management. His sincerity,
modest demeanor and community involvement
make him a true public servant. For example,
when impassable road conditions at Border
Field State Park threaten to cancel a mass or-
ganized in memory of those who lost their
lives crossing the border, Ralph stepped in.
The mass took place as scheduled.

As Special Assistant to the Chief Patrol
Agent of the San Diego Border Patrol Sector,
Ralph has impressed me with his dedication to
conveying the magnitude of the Border Pa-
trol's work. | have experienced first-hand the
rugged and steep terrain along the Imperial
Beach-Tijuana border and flown over the ex-
panse of the San Diego-Tijuana border with
Ralph and Border Patrol Chief William Veal.
Border Patrol agents are working hard to se-
cure our borders.

On behalf of the people of San Diego, |
would like to extend my sincere appreciation
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