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created safe and quality housing for families 
and the elderly; led the effort for a multi-million 
expansion of the Boys and Girls Club; and as-
sisted in preserving green space in Mill Creek 
Falls and Washington Park. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Councilman Ed-
ward Rybka. His vision, integrity, and stead-
fast devotion to the people of Ward 12 defined 
his tenure and continues to frame this neigh-
borhood. Councilman Rybka’s unending faith 
in the notion that together, we can make a 
positive difference, will always exist as a 
source of possibility and light along Broadway 
Avenue and far beyond.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to welcome 
India’s distinguished Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh. I was recently pleased to 
join 70 of my colleagues in encouraging 
Speaker HASTERT to invite Prime Minister 
Singh to address a joint session of Congress 
during his visit to the United States. I am hon-
ored that Dr. Singh has chosen to accept 
Congress’s invitation. 

During a visit to New Delhi in early 2001, I 
had the opportunity to meet with several gov-
ernment officials, including Dr. Singh, who 
then served as economic advisor to the Con-
gress Party leader Sonia Gandhi. Already dis-
tinguished as the author of India’s most suc-
cessful economic plan, Dr. Singh’s wisdom 
and common sense were evident. I was pleas-
antly surprised when, in May 2004, 
Manmohan Singh was sworn in as India’s 
fourteenth Prime Minister. Dr. Singh’s position 
as leader of the world’s largest democracy, his 
keen intellect, and his successful economic 
plan for India lend him the admiration of gov-
ernments around the world. 

An accomplished economist, Dr. Singh 
began service in the Indian government in the 
1970s. Ever since, his shrewd intellect and 
thoughtful consideration of complex matters 
have distinguished him among his colleagues. 
His elevation to the position of Prime Minister 
speaks volumes about his country’s respect 
for intelligence and integrity in public leaders. 

India is beginning to realize its enormous 
potential, and I am continually impressed by 
its citizens. When I came to Congress in the 
beginning of 1999, the first Member organiza-
tion that I joined was the Congressional Cau-
cus on India and Indian-Americans, which 
seeks to inform Members of Congress about 
issues of particular importance to the sub-con-
tinent. Since then, my interest in India and my 
respect for its people have only grown. 

As the world’s largest democracy and sec-
ond most populous country, India has faced 
and overcome challenges that few can fully 
appreciate. Through aggressive investment in 
its education system and infrastructure, India 
has experienced impressive growth as an 
economy and as a nation. After years of 
growth and advancement, India’s position in 
the global community has never been strong-
er. 

I was pleased to join my colleagues yester-
day in supporting House Resolution 364, 

which commends the continuing improvement 
in U.S.-India relations. The close relationship 
that our governments share advances the in-
terests of our Nation and our people. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome Dr. Manmohan 
Singh to this joint session of Congress. I look 
forward to hearing Dr. Singh speak, and I look 
forward to continuing to build the important 
and special relationship between our two 
countries.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Judge Jean Murrell 
Capers for her significant and groundbreaking 
accomplishments in the legal profession, and 
for serving as an inspiration and role model for 
minority women and men in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and far beyond. 

Judge Caper’s unwavering integrity, strong 
work ethic and the belief in the nobility of serv-
ice to others were gently woven into her psy-
che, brought to life by the example and teach-
ings of her parents, Edward and Dolly Murrell. 
Judge Caper grew up on Cleveland’s eastside. 
She excelled academically as well as athlet-
ically at Central High School. She was a city-
wide tennis champion and basketball star, and 
was awarded a scholarship to Western Re-
serve University, where she graduated with a 
degree in education. As a young adult, Judge 
Capers became involved in the civil rights 
movement, and was an active NAACP volun-
teer. She lobbied local, state and federal legis-
lature on many issues, including civil rights. 
She was also a significant leader in many 
local and national campaigns, including that of 
President Harry Truman, who was vocal in his 
opposition to racial segregation, and later, with 
Cleveland Mayor Carl B. Stokes. 

Judge Capers enrolled in Cleveland Law 
School at a time when women, especially mi-
nority women, were discouraged from doing 
so. Focused and determined, she attended 
night classes and graduated with her law de-
gree in 1945. She was elected to the Cleve-
land City Council in 1949, and held that office 
for the next 10 years. She remains active in 
politics, and even ran for Mayor of Cleveland 
in the seventies. In 1977, she was appointed 
by then Governor James Rhodes to a judge-
ship with the Cleveland Municipal Court; she 
was reelected and retired from the bench in 
1985. She continued her law practice until just 
recently, reflecting a life-long vocation of pro-
fessional excellence that focused on social 
and legal justice. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Judge Jean Murrell 
Capers, for her 60 year commitment to im-
proving our legal system, carrying out our laws 
of justice, and inspiring and empowering oth-
ers to attain their educational and professional 
dreams. Judge Jean Murrell Caper’s profes-
sional excellence and accomplishment as a 
distinguished attorney and judge serves as a 
beacon of light and possibility for women, and 
for people of all backgrounds. Her impressive 
journey from the basketball court at Central 

High to Council Chambers at City Hall to the 
Municipal Court Bench, to the picket lines and 
rallies, has cut a path built on tenacity, integ-
rity, dreams and hope—and she will continue 
to inspire us all.
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Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
honor James R. Drinnon on his retirement of 
34 years of service in Public Health. I’m hon-
ored to represent this hard working constituent 
who has devoted great service to the State of 
Georgia. 

In 1971, James R. Drinnon graduated from 
Mercer University in Macon, GA with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Biology. Upon his 
graduation he was commissioned to the 
United States Army as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

After beginning his public health career in 
1971, Drinnon worked in Putman and Houston 
Counties. In 1981, he was transferred to the 
Georgia State Office of Environmental Health 
Section as the Occupational Health and Re-
sponse Specialist. During his time of service 
Drinnon was named the 1976 Sanitarian of the 
Year GEHA. He oversaw the Olympic training 
manual for the 1996 Olympic Games and 
shared the Golden Hammer Award with the 
Fulton County Health Department for his serv-
ice during the Olympics. 

During his 34 years of service Drinnon has 
helped enhance and beautify the State of 
Georgia. He is an accomplished individual 
whose heart will always be in public service. 
Supporting his many accomplishments is his 
wife Elizabeth and four sons. Drinnon is also 
an active member of the Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer in Wilmington Island, GA, ac-
tive with the National Environmental Health 
Association, Georgia Public Health Associa-
tion, and Georgia Environmental Health Asso-
ciation.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Louis Macon, be-
loved husband and father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, World War II Veteran, and friend 
and mentor to many. 

Mr. Macon’s unwavering devotion to his 
family paralleled his dedication to his commu-
nity and to his church. With unyielding faith 
and conviction, he served as a Deacon at Mt. 
Zion Church of Oakwood, where his son, Dr. 
Larry L. Macon, is Pastor. He was born with 
a gift for storytelling, a kind heart and an iron 
will, and he easily drew others to him. His en-
tire life consistently reflected grace, integrity, 
hard work and concern for others. In the early 
sixties, he blazed a trail of courage and en-
lightenment, piercing the ignorance of racially 
divided Cincinnati, where he became the first 
African American to own a gas station. 
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Family was central to his existence, and Mr. 

Macon served as a touchstone of stability and 
security for his family. Together, Mr. Macon 
and his late wife Delina were married for 56 
years before her death in 2002. Together they 
raised nine children. Despite financial hardship 
and without hesitation, they adopted five more 
children—who quickly became integral and in-
separable members of the Macon family. With 
strength, love and kindness, he taught by ex-
ample—gently challenging, and always en-
couraging and inspiring. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Louis Macon, 
an outstanding American citizen and excep-
tional human being whose integrity, warmth, 
faith and concern for others has served to for-
ever touch the lives of his family, friends and 
extended family at Mt. Zion Church of Oak-
wood. I extend my deepest condolences to 
Mr. Macon’s children; Geraldine, Richard, Wal-
ter, Robert, Phillip, Helen, Larry, Raymond, 
Elmer, Marvin, Denise, Frank and Curtis; his 
sixty grandchildren and great-grandchildren; 
and his extended family and many friends. Al-
though he will be deeply missed, the wonder-
ful life and legacy of Louis Macon will live on 
in the hearts of all whom he loved and in-
spired—especially his family and closest 
friends—today, and for generations to come.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Mr. Chung-Cheng 
‘‘Michael’’ Chen, loving husband, father, 
grandfather, and dear friend and mentor to 
many. His passing marks a great loss for his 
family and friends, yet his strength, love and 
outreach, extending from Cleveland to Taiwan, 
serves as a bridge of possibility and goodwill, 
forever transcending time and distance. 

Mr. Chen’s wife, Miriam Chen, and their four 
children were central to his life. Equipped with 
hope, faith, courageous hearts, and the simple 
dream of a better life, Mr. and Mrs. Chen and 
their four young children journeyed the ardu-
ous road of the immigrant, leaving behind their 
beloved Taiwanese homeland to forge a new 
beginning in America. Despite great sacrifice 
and struggle, Mr. and Mrs. Chen worked dili-
gently to create a secure and loving life for 
their family. A highly respected chemist and 
entrepreneur, Mr. Chen directed numerous 
successful business ventures and built strong 
relationships with business owners, devel-
opers and government leaders that criss-
crossed the globe from Cleveland to Taiwan. 

Mr. Chen’s business savvy equaled his strong 
sense of diplomacy, and above all, his kind 
and generous heart. 

Proud American citizens, Mr. and Mrs. Chen 
coveted the democratic ideals of the United 
States, yet always held the ancient traditions 
and culture of their Taiwanese homeland close 
to their hearts, preserving their rich heritage 
within the hearts and minds of their children. 
Mr. Chen’s love of his homeland reflects 
throughout the Taiwanese community of 
Greater Cleveland. His leadership, concern for 
others and joyous spirit has served to 
strengthen every facet of communication, 
commerce and interaction between public and 
private leaders in the United States and in Tai-
wan. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Mr. Chung-
Cheng ‘‘Michael’’ Chen. Mr. Chen’s life was 
lived with great joy, integrity and concern for 
others, especially his family. I extend my 
deepest condolences to his beloved wife, Mir-
iam; his children, Faye, Kim, Kimberly and Bill; 
his grandchildren, Brandon, Andrea, Nathaniel 
and Isabella; and his numerous extended fam-
ily and many friends. His great love for his 
family, for his community and for the people of 
Taiwan will forever exist as a powerful legacy 
of goodness, strength, hope and possibility for 
all who knew and loved him well—from Cleve-
land to Taiwan and miles beyond. 
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