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Senate and House Armed Services Commit-
tees on issues relating to areas of importance
to the Army.

Throughout these assignments, Mrs.
Thompson marshaled information sources and
resources on numerous critical issues of en-
during importance to both the Army and Con-
gress. The timely and professional support de-
livered by Mrs. Thompson was invaluable to
Army leaders and Members of Congress as
they considered the impact of these important
issues.

On behalf of the United States Congress
and the United States of America, | thank Mar-
garet, her husband, George (LTC, USA, Ret.)
and her entire family for the commitment, sac-
rifices, and contribution that they have made
throughout her honorable federal civil service
tenure. Congratulations on completing an ex-
ceptional and extremely successful career.

———
RECOGNIZING COLONEL JOHN R.
ANGEVINE, GARRISON COM-

MANDER, UNITED STATES ARMY
GARRISON FORT LEE, VIRGINIA,
FOR HIS SERVICE AND DEDICA-
TION

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2005

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Colonel John R. Angevine, Gar-
rison Commander United States Army Garri-
son Fort Lee, Virginia for his loyal service to
the United States and Virginia’'s Fourth Dis-
trict.

Colonel Angevine’s dedication and loyalty to
the advancement of our district and the Nation
as a whole is to be highly commended.

Colonel Angevine’s devotion to duty has re-
flected the highest standards of the military
profession through a number of command and
staff positions. His assignments have included
Red River Army Depot, Texarkana, Texas; the
1st Infantry Division (Forward), Coppingen,
Germany; the 10th Mountain Division, Ft.
Drum, New York; the Total Army Personnel
Command, Alexandria, Virginia; Office of the
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, Wash-
ington, DC; the United Nations Operations So-
malia, Mogadishu, Somalia; the Strategic Lo-
gistics Agency, Washington, DC; 25th Infantry
Division (light) at Ft. Lewis, Washington; Office
of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations,
Washington, DC; and the Center for Strategic
Leadership, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Among his
many duties, he has served as Battalion Com-
mander, 25th Forward Support Battalion, Bat-
talion Executive Officer and Battalion S-3,
710th Maintenance Battalion, 10th Mountain
Division (Light); Company Commander, 1st
Support Battalion, 1st Infantry Division (F);
Quartermaster Assignments Officer; Logistics
Staff Officer, Chief Logistics Officer UN Mis-
sion, Somalia; and as a Force Development
Systems Integrator. His previous assignment
was Chief, Total Army Personnel Command,
Alexandria, Virginia. His military education is
extensive and includes the U.S. Army Com-
mand and General Staff College, the Army
War College, and the Quartermaster Officer
Basic and Advanced Courses. Colonel
Angevine holds a Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Massachusetts at Am-
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herst and a Masters of Science degree in
Business Administration from Boston Univer-
sity.

Colonel Angevine’s awards and decorations
include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal (7th Oak Leaf Cluster), Army Com-
mendation Medal (3rd Oak Leaf Cluster),
Army Achievement Medal (2nd Oak Leaf Clus-
ter), United Nations Medal, Joint Meritorious
Unit Medal, National Defense Service Ribbon,
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, and the
Army Staff Identification Badge.

Colonel Angevine has shown tremendous
commitment and devotion to his country and
the United States Army. Today we recognize
him for his unwavering patriotism and dedica-
tion to both his profession and the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Colonel John R. Angevine.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL WEEK-
END OF PRAYER AND REFLEC-
TION FOR DARFUR, SUDAN

SPEECH OF

HON. GIL GUTKNECHT

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of a National Weekend of Pray-
er and Reflection for Darfur, Sudan and in
support of H. Res. 333.

Last July, Congress passed legislation rec-
ognizing the Darfur genocide. In September
2004, Secretary of State Colin Powell testified
to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
that genocide had been committed in Darfur.
And shortly following, President George W.
Bush told the United Nations General Assem-
bly that “the world is witnessing terrible suf-
fering and horrible crimes in the Darfur region
of Sudan, crimes my government has con-
cluded are genocide.”

It has been estimated that perhaps as many
as 400,000 people have died from violence,
hunger and disease since conflict began in
Darfur in 2003, and that more than 2 million
people have lost their homes and are now liv-
ing in refugee camps in Darfur and Chad.

Congress has approved hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in humanitarian aid and other
assistance for Darfur. The United States re-
mains the largest contributor of relief aid to
Sudan, providing logistical support for African
Union troops in Darfur and taking the lead in
efforts to resolve Sudan’s long-running north-
south civil war.

| recently attended a Sudanese celebration
in Rochester, Minnesota, celebrating the sign-
ing of the Sudan Comprehensive Peace Ac-
cord, signed on January 9, 2005 in Nairobi.
The Sudanese recognize the cost of freedom
and will continue to strive for peace in the
Darfur region.

| hope my colleagues will join me in support
of this important legislation and cause.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE “GROWING
REAL OWNERSHIP FOR WORKERS
ACT OF 2005

HON. JIM McCRERY

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2005

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join Representatives SHAW, JOHNSON, RYAN,
SHADEGG, a number of my Ways and Means
and other colleagues to introduce the Growing
Real Ownership for Workers (GROW) Act of
2005.

The creation of GROW accounts is a sim-
ple, common-sense, first step in protecting So-
cial Security for the next generation of retirees
and beyond.

Mr. Speaker, we have been listening to the
American people, and this bill is a result of
what we have heard: that spending Social Se-
curity funds on other programs is wrong and
must be stopped. Right now, Social Security is
taking in more money than it needs to pay
benefits. We should ensure those surplus
funds are spent on Social Security.

With individual GROW accounts, working
Americans younger than age 55 at the start of
this year will be able to put their names on
their share of the overpayments to the Social
Security Trust Funds.

The accounts will be invested in a fund of
guaranteed, safe, marketable Treasury securi-
ties. They will be real assets that Americans
will own. They will be inheritable, too.

GROW accounts would be voluntary; people
can opt out if they want to.

Our GROW plan is forward-looking—after a
prudent transition, GROW account owners
would have the opportunity to invest in other
types of securities, if they want to. The board
that administers the accounts will submit a
plan to Congress allowing for diversification
into other assets. The plan would go into ef-
fect unless Congress enacts a joint resolution
of disapproval.

Upon retirement, account balances will be
used to help pay workers’ Social Security ben-
efits, and account balances are inheritable.

The bill does not impose investment risk on
workers and does not harm the Social Secu-
rity Trust Funds. It does protect the integrity of
the Social Security program by ensuring that
Social Security taxes are only used for Social
Security.

| urge my colleagues on both sides to join
me in supporting this important legislation.

A TRIBUTE TO A GREAT MISSOURI
LEGISLATOR

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2005

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
Missouri congressional delegation, | would like
to join with my colleagues, Representatives
TobD AKIN, ROY BLUNT, RuSs CARNAHAN,
EMANUEL CLEAVER, JO ANN EMERSON, SAM
GRAVES, KENNY HULSHOF and IKE SKELTON in
paying tribute to the late Honorable Larry
Gene Taylor who passed away at the age of
51 on Wednesday, July 6, 2005, after a hard
fought battle with cancer.
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It is with great sadness that | stand before
you today to commemorate the life of one of
this nation’s outstanding public servants. Sen-
ator Larry Gene Taylor served in both the Mis-
souri House and Senate during his career. He
was a man filled with optimism and vision and
he was a legislator who was truly dedicated to
the people of Missouri.

Senator Taylor was born on August 7, 1953,
in Carthage, Missouri. He was educated in the
Sarcoxie public schools and went on to attend
Missouri Southern University in Joplin, Mis-
souri. Mr. Taylor was a driven man who start-
ed his career in politics working in State
Treasurer Wendell Bailey’s office as his Direc-
tor of Public Affairs. He was later elected to
the Missouri House of Representatives in
2002. As a State Representative he served as
the Vice Chairman on the Tourism and Cul-
tural Affairs Committee and as a majority
member of the House Committee on Appro-
priations for Transportation and Economic De-
velopment and the House Committee on Job
Creation and Economic Development.

In 2004 he was elected to the State Senate
where he was on several committees such as
Aging, Families, Mental and Public Health,
Ways and Means and Transportation. Senator
Taylor worked vehemently to improve Mis-
souri’s infrastructure and played a key role in
establishing a long term funding solution that
greatly improved Missouri’s education budget
formula.

Larry Gene Taylor was a public servant by
blood. He inherited his love for politics from
his father, the late U.S. Representative, Gene
Taylor of Missouri’s 7th Congressional District.
Congressman Taylor was also a native Mis-
sourian who began his career in Missouri poli-
tics when he was elected mayor of Sarcoxie,
Missouri in 1954. He spent the next 35 years
of his life as a public servant holding numer-
ous positions including that of a United States
Congressman. Congressman Taylor retired
from politics in 1989 and later passed away in
1998. Together this father and son team has
left a great political legacy in the state of Mis-
souri.

In a time when politics is dividing so many,
Senator Taylor was known as one who united.
He was capable of working with anyone re-
gardless of their political ideology or party af-
filiation. He possessed the true spirit of biparti-
sanship. Senator Taylor was never one to play
party politics; he was devoted to the people of
Missouri. The compassion and understanding
that he showed to them will always be remem-
bered through his work and the genuine heart-
felt relationships that he developed.

In spite of his bout with cancer, Senator
Taylor's perseverance would not allow him to
give up. In fact, many were astounded and
moved by how he managed to work right
through the unimaginable pain and suffering
that he must have experienced. His love for
life is truly an inspiration to all who had the
opportunity to know him. Mr. Speaker, Senator
Taylor was a source of great pride not just for
Missourians but for Americans everywhere.
Not only have | had the honor of working with
Senator Larry Gene Taylor, | have had the
privilege of calling him my friend.
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IN HONOR OF MAJOR GENERAL
RICHARD A. FREYTAG, USAF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2005

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a Delawarean of great character,
courage, and patriotism, who passed away on
July 4, 2005 at the age of 71. Major General
Richard A. Freytag, USAF (Ret.), was born on
October 26, 1933, marking the beginning of a
lifetime of distinguished service to his family,
community, and country.

General Freytag’'s 38 years of service with
the United States Air Force began with his
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1956. Al-
though he completed active duty in 1959,
General Freytag’s strong sense of duty com-
pelled him to continue as an Air Force Re-
serve officer throughout his civilian career,
holding positions at the Pentagon and the Na-
tional Defense University in Washington. In
2000, already a decorated veteran, General
Freytag was awarded the Medal for Distin-
guished Public Service, the highest tribute
awarded to a civilian by the Department of De-
fense.

In his civilian life, General Freytag under-
stood the importance of education, working
tirelessly to earn graduate degrees from both
Harvard University and the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. This ambition fueled a
successful career with Citicorp Inc., eventually
bringing General Freytag to New Castle, Dela-
ware in 1984 to become President and C.E.O.
of the Citicorp Banking Corporation.

Despite his substantial time commitments,
General Freytag was an active member in his
local community. For decades, he was in-
volved with numerous Air Force charities. Fol-
lowing his retirement from Citicorp in 1996, he
volunteered with several organizations in Dela-
ware, including the Delaware Bankers Asso-
ciation and the Medical Center of Delaware. A
devoted family man; he is survived by his wife
Pamela, children Richard and Bliss, and
grandchildren Henley and Coryell.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to re-
member General Freytag as a man of char-
acter, courage, and compassion, who | was
proud to call my friend. | join with my col-
leagues in celebrating the life lived by this
great American, and offer my sincerest sym-
pathy to his family and friends throughout
Delaware and the United States.

————

THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
RESEARCH ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2005

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, during my
life I've been called a lot of things from a
microbiologist, to a mother of three and a
grandmother of 7, to a Member of Congress,
but today | seem to have earned a new title,
one | never expected to have—l am now a
walking chemical plant.

Recently, | was a surrogate blood donor for
a study conducted by the Environmental
Working Group and Commonweal. | partici-
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pated in this important study to find out what
toxic substances | in particular, and Americans
in general, have been exposed to throughout
our lives.

My stunning test results showed literally
hundreds of chemicals pumping through my
vital organs everyday. These chemicals in-
clude PCBs that were banned decades ago,
as well as chemicals like Teflon that are cur-
rently under Federal investigation. Apparently,
my body is home to toxic chemicals used to
make insecticides, electrical cables, florescent
lamps and even automobile engine oil, despite
the fact that | tasked my husband with han-
dling the car oil years ago.

| also have auto exhaust fumes, flame re-
tardant chemicals, and in all, some 271 harm-
ful substances coursing through my veins.
That’s hardly the picture of health | had hoped
for, but I've been living in an industrial society
for over 70 years.

While | was born in a coal mining mountains
of Kentucky, | grew up in a bucolic area that
did not have industrial pollution. So | have as-
sumed my exposure to environmental chemi-
cals occurred during adulthood. But for the ten
newborn babies that also were part in this
study, they were born polluted. On average
each one had some 200 chemicals in their
blood, before they ever touched a blanket, a
bassinet, a car seat, or even took their first
breath.

If ever this country had a wake-up call, it's
the blood test results of these newborns. If
ever we had proof that our nation’s pollution
laws aren’t working, it's reading the list of in-
dustrial chemicals in the bodies of babies who
have not yet lived outside the womb. Obvi-
ously, banning chemicals after they have en-
tered the environment is not enough.

That we have children coming into this
world already polluted, at the same time we
don’t know what the effects of that pollution
will be on their mental and physical develop-
ment, is both bad policy and immorally wrong.
We must test chemicals before they go onto
the market, not after they get into our blood-
streams.

Over the last 30 years, the U.S. has seen
a steep rise in the occurrence of childhood
cancers, testicular cancer, juvenile diabetes,
attention deficit disorder, learning disabilities,
thyroid disorders, cognitive impairment, and
autoimmune disorders. Autism cases alone
rose 210 percent between 1987 and 1998.

And we ask ourselves, why? What's hap-
pening? Is there a connection with the more
than 75,000 new chemicals that have been in-
troduced into our environment since the
1950s?

Amazingly, there is still a lack of data on the
potential neuro-developmental effects on
women, on fetuses, and on how long-term,
low-dose exposure to environmental pollutants
impacts children at critical stages of develop-
ment.

For 5 years, | have called on Congress to
enact legislation that would allow NIH to re-
search the impact that these chemical pollut-
ants have on women and children. Now, once
again, | am introducing the Environmental
Health Research Act. Specifically, this bill
does two things. First, it authorizes the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences to develop six multidisciplinary re-
search centers to investigate the association
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