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drugs. But what company will volunteer to
produce drugs that politicians demand free
of charge? Job-seeking Brazilians who would
benefit from foreign investment in biotech
will have to move to India. Brazil will sink
ever lower into underdevelopment. Maybe
soon it will legitimately qualify for the same
charity as poverty-stricken sub-Saharan Af-
rica.

———

TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, THE JUDICIARY, THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 29, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3058) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, Treasury, and Housing and Urban
Development, the Judiciary, District of Co-
lumbia, and independent agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes:

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to op-
pose cuts for the Community Development
Block Grant program. CDBG has served com-
munities for over 30 years as a resource to
help cities, counties, Native American commu-
nities and states meet their community devel-
opment, affordable housing and economic de-
velopment needs.

The proposed cuts would hurt my district's
economically disadvantaged residents, who
are the main beneficiaries of CDBG funded
services. CDBG has helped to revitalize these
neighborhoods. In my district, CDBG funds
have been used for social service programs
such as afterschool recreational activities for
at-risk youth, health care treatment, senior
services, and job training. Additionally, cities
use the funds for capital improvement
projects, including the development and reha-
bilitation of community centers, homeless shel-
ters, parks, and neighborhood improvements,
such as lead paint removal and traffic safety
improvements. Also, CDBG funded services
improve the quality of life and infrastructure of
Native American communities.

The CDBG program allows communities to
identify their own local needs and strategies to
address them. | strongly believe that it is one
of the most effective federal programs. It not
only helps communities, but strengthens our
nation’s economy as a whole.

The need for these funds has never been
greater as rising housing prices complicate ef-
forts to expand affordable housing and stimu-
late economic development. Without the prop-
er funding for CDBG, we risk undermining the
social and economic well-being of our commu-
nities. | urge my colleagues to vote for suffi-
cient funding for community development that
helps the underserved neighborhoods through-
out the country.
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CONGRATULATING THE FLORIDA
CITY OF LAUDERHILL FOR RE-
CEIVING THE NATIONAL CIVIC

LEAGUE’S “ALL-AMERICA CITY”
AWARD
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to offer my heartfelt congratulations
to the City of Lauderhill for its recent honor as
one of the National Civic League’'s ten All-
America Cities for the year of 2005. This
award, which is presented every year to the
ten cities that most represent civic excellence,
is a true tribute to the great residents of the
City of Lauderhill and the State of Florida. |
am proud to stand before this body and honor
this great Florida city, which | am so privileged
to represent.

Each year, the National Civic League
crowns its winners of the coveted All-America
Cities Award—the Nation’s longest running
and most prestigious civic recognition pro-
gram. The National Civic League is a leading
proponent of citizen democracy. Founded in
1894 by government reformers such as Theo-
dore Roosevelt, the National Civic League is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated
to building community and promoting political
reform at the local level.

The All-America City award recognizes
American cities for their civic excellence. The
award honors communities, such as the City
of Lauderhill, in which citizens, government,
businesses and nonprofit organizations dem-
onstrate successful resolution of critical com-
munity issues. Since 1949, more than 4,000
communities have competed and only 500
have been designated All-America Cities. The
cities honored by the National Civic League
highlight the successes of communities across
America and serve as examples of how to
work together to overcome obstacles and
achieve tangible results.

In order to be named an All-America City, fi-
nalists must present three innovative commu-
nity programs to a nine-person jury. These
presentations addressed a wide range of so-
cial and community issues, including youth,
education, poverty, affordable housing, race
relations, and others.

The All-America City award has been called
“a Nobel prize for constructive citizenship.”

Mr. Speaker, no city exemplifies the idea of
constructive citizenship more than the City of
Lauderhill. Now in its fourth decade of
progress, Lauderhill is meeting the challenges
of the future through planned development
with a focus on quality of life.

The City of Lauderhill was first incorporated
in 1959 with approximately 100 residents.
Lauderhill grew by nearly 30,000 residents be-
tween 1970 and 1980 and now encompasses
over seven square miles with a population of
over 50,000 people. The business community
is as diverse as its residents, with citizens
from virtually every Caribbean nation from
Haiti to Jamaica and every place in between.
Lauderhill recognizes that its residents and
business owners are key assets of the com-
munity. We are blessed to have informed, ac-
tive and concerned members working for the
betterment of the City and its residents.

The City of Lauderhill is well known for its
innovative efforts to improve the quality of life,
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including health and social services programs,
recreational activities and events for the ap-
preciation of culture and the arts. Lauderhill
puts a premium on improving human and so-
cial services through strategic planning, ex-
panding existing resources and creative fi-
nancing techniques.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Lauderhill, Flor-
ida have brought credit and honor not only to
themselves and their city but also to the peo-
ple and State of Florida. The City of Lauderhill
is worthy of the praises of the people of Flor-
ida as well as the Members of the House of
Representatives. It is a city truly worthy of
emulation and worthy of the title All-America
City.

———————

THE CLARIFICATION OF FEDERAL
EMPLOYMENT PROTECTION ACT

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
introduce legislation today to reaffirm that Fed-
eral employees are protected from discrimina-
tion on the basis of sexual orientation and to
repudiate any assertion to the contrary.

At a time when our Federal employees are
working tirelessly on behalf of the Nation, we
should be doing our utmost to ensure that all
are protected against discrimination. Unfortu-
nately, the Bush administration appears to
have abandoned a long-standing, bipartisan
interpretation of the law which protects Fed-
eral employees from discrimination based on
sexual orientation. | hope that Congress will
act quickly to pass this legislation.

Until recently, the Bush administration fol-
lowed a long-standing policy prohibiting job
discrimination against gay Federal employees.
However, Special Counsel Scott Bloch, head
of the Office of Special Counsel, responsible
for investigating workplace discrimination, tes-
tified that Federal workers are not protected
against discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation. This statement diverges from years
of Federal policy that safeguards gay and les-
bian employees.

The legislation being introduced today, the
Clarification of Federal Employment Protection
Act, would make clear the protection afforded
by the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, by
explicitly making discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation a prohibited personnel prac-
tice under the act.

| commend my colleagues—Representatives
CHRIS SHAYS, DANNY DAvIS, MARK FOLEY,
BARNEY FRANK, JiIM KOLBE, STENY HOYER,
ELIOT ENGEL, TAMMY BALDWIN, CHRIS VAN
HOLLEN, and Congresswoman ELEANOR
HOLMES NORTON—for their leadership on this
issue and look forward to working with them to
obtain rapid approval of this bill in the House.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RUSSELL
COUNTY WARRIORS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the Russell County
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Warriors high school baseball team which re-
cently won the Alabama High School Athletic
Association Class 5A State Championship in
Montgomery, Alabama.

The Warriors are a highly talented group of
athletes that are currently ranked Number One
in the USA Today and Baseball America
standings. The team has had a nearly perfect
season at 38-1, and has provided their
school, their families, and our community so
much to be proud of.

Let us all raise a cheer for the Warriors and
congratulate them on their victory.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the House’s at-
tention on this day for these talented young
Americans.

———

ANTONIO VILLARAIGOSA, MAYOR
OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
an important historical event that will take
place on Friday, July 1, 2005: the inauguration
of the 41st mayor for the city of Los Angeles,
Antonio Villaraigosa.

The first Latino mayor of Los Angeles since
1872, Antonio Villaraigosa will lead one of our
Nation’s most diversely populated cities. His
understanding and compassion to address
specific social issues will play a significant role
as he secures constituent access to local gov-
ernment resources. Mayor Villaraigosa under-
stands the importance of environmental pro-
tection, access to quality employment, equal
educational opportunities and smart urban
growth.

Mayor Villaraigosa is one of the most prom-
ising leaders of our country. | served with him
in the California State Assembly. As Speaker
of the Assembly, he helped to expand the
Healthy Families program to provide health
care access for all children. He also helped to
pass one of largest park bonds in the State of
California, which helped to identify areas in
low-income communities to establish urban
conservancies. As a result, my district was a
proud recipient of one of the largest urban
conservancies in California.

Mayor Villaraigosa is an individual who has
successfully built bridges between the diverse
racial and ethnic communities of Los Angeles.
He promotes empowering people and our
communities. As we move forward with this
change in leadership, with a man who under-
stands the importance of serving the people of
Los Angeles, we can add a new chapter in our
city’s history.

He is a champion for working class families
and someone | look forward to continuing to
work with in the future. | extend the best wish-
es to Mayor Villaraigosa and his family.
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CONGRATULATING THE FLORIDA
CITY OF POMPANO BEACH FOR
RECEIVING THE NATIONAL CIVIC
LEAGUE’S “ALL-AMERICAN
CITY” AWARD

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to offer my heartfelt congratulations
to the City of Pompano Beach for its recent
honor as one of the National Civic League’s
ten All-America Cities for the year of 2005.
This award, which is presented every year to
the ten cities that most represent civic excel-
lence, is a true tribute to the great residents of
the City of Pompano Beach and the state of
Florida. | am proud to stand before this body
and honor this great Florida city, which | am
so privileged to represent.

Each year, the National Civic League
crowns its winners of the coveted All-America
Cities Award—the nation’s longest running
and most prestigious civic recognition pro-
gram. The National Civic League is a leading
proponent of citizen democracy. Founded in
1894 by government reformers such as Theo-
dore Roosevelt, the National Civic League is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated
to building community and promoting political
reform at the local level.

The All-America City award recognizes
American cities for their civic excellence. The
award honors communities, such as the City
of Pompano Beach, in which citizens, govern-
ment, businesses and nonprofit organizations
demonstrate successful resolution of critical
community issues. Since 1949, more than
4,000 communities have competed and only
500 have been designated All-America Cities.
The cities honored by the National Civic
League highlight the successes of commu-
nities across America and serve as examples
of how to work together to overcome obsta-
cles and achieve tangible results.

In order to be named an All-America City, fi-
nalists must present three innovative commu-
nity programs to a nine-person jury. These
presentations addressed a wide range of so-
cial and community issues, including youth,
education, poverty, affordable housing, race
relations, and others.

The All-America City award has been called
“a Nobel prize for constructive citizenship.”

Mr. Speaker, no city exemplifies the idea of
constructive citizenship more than the City of
Pompano Beach. From its humble beginnings
as a small settlement on the shores of the At-
lantic to its current size of over 25 square
miles, Pompano Beach now boasts over
100,000 full time residents.

The City was at one point the southernmost
railroad station of the famous Florida East
Coast Railway. It was not until the railway was
built that South Florida was finally linked to the
rest of the Nation. The first train arrived in the
small settlement of Pompano on February 22,
1896. At that time, the town consisted mainly
of farmers and a handful of railway employees
and professionals. Since then, the city has
grown quickly, with farmland in the west and
a peaceful beach town atmosphere in the
east. These two areas merged successfully in
1947 to form the present day City of Pompano
Beach.
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The diverse population of Pompano Beach,
with its thriving Black community, is its biggest
asset. Pompano Beach combines the lifestyle
of a quiet seaside community with the benefits
of a major metropolitan area. Its high quality of
living, as well as its commitment to improving
the lives of its citizens, has led to a quickly
growing population.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Pompano
Beach, Florida have brought credit and honor
not only to themselves and their city but also
to the people and State of Florida. The City of
Pompano Beach is worthy of the praises of
the people of Florida as well as the Members
of the House of Representatives. It is a city
truly worthy of emulation and worthy of the
title All-American City.

RECOGNITION OF DOUG STOLL

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the achievements of an educational role
model, Doug Stoll.

On July 7, 2005, The Creative Coalition and
The American Federation of Teachers will
honor Mr. Stoll with a 2005 Spotlight Award
for Teaching Excellence.

Mr. Stoll is a fifth-grade teacher at Canyon
Charter School in Santa Monica, California.
Canyon Charter was founded in 1894 and is
the oldest elementary school in Los Angeles.
It is a public school educating over 300 stu-
dents in kindergarten through fifth grade.

When he accepts his award, Mr. Stoll will be
accompanied by Lawrence O’Donnell, the fa-
ther of one of his recent students, who is a
political analyst, writer, and member of The
Creative Coalition. | join Mr. O’Donnell in
thanking Mr. Stoll for his commitment to the
children at Canyon Charter School.

| congratulate Mr. Stoll on receiving this
award and commend him for his enthusiasm
and dedication. | would also like to extend my
appreciation to both The Creative Coalition
and The American Federation of Teachers for
their support of our public schools.

RECOGNIZING FOURTH OF JULY

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence. On July 4,
1776, we won independence and democracy
was born. We created a great Nation and es-
tablished a hopeful vision of liberty and equal-
ity that endures today.

Independence Day is a joyous occasion for
Americans as we take pride in our Nation’s di-
versity and accomplishments. The United
States is truly a diverse Nation made up of dy-
namic people. Every day thousands of people
from all cultures come to this country seeking
the promise of freedom, opportunity, and the
American dream.

As we celebrate the Fourth of July let us ex-
press our gratitude to the brave servicemen
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