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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, on June 22, 
2005, I was unavoidably detained on official 
business in my Congressional District. 

On rollcall vote No. 293, if present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’

On rollcall vote No. 294, if present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 295, if present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’

On rollcall votes Nos. 296 and 297, if 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

On rollcall vote No. 298, if present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’

On rollcall votes Nos. 299, 300, 301, and 
302, if present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’

On rollcall vote No. 303, if present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’

f 

TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMY 1LT 
AARON SEESAN 

HON. RALPH REGULA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to U.S. Army 1LT Aaron Seesan, 
a constituent from my district who died on May 
23rd from injuries he received in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Aaron was a grad-
uate of Washington High School in Massillon, 
Ohio and of the Merchant Marine Academy at 
Kings Point, NY. 

It takes an exceptional young person to be 
nominated for military academies. Aaron had 
an outstanding record in high school and in 
the Merchant Marine Academy and continued 
to make a difference as he continued his serv-
ice to his country and fellow man. 

After graduation he chose to join the Army. 
During his service in Iraq his vehicle came 
upon an incendiary explosive device. In this 
distressful time while he suffered from injuries, 
he directed help to others showing his sense 
of responsibility and duty. 

The community fondly remembers Aaron as 
a young man who always strove to make 
those activities he was involved in the finest 
they could be. Aaron made a difference to oth-
ers his age both in the military and in the com-
munity. He was a true role model and hero. 

His memory will live on through the Aaron 
Seesan Memorial Garden at Lincoln Park in 
Massillon Ohio. In addition, the Aaron Seesan 
Memorial Scholarship Fund through the Stark 
County Community Foundation will serve as a 
tribute to his service and dedication.

f 

IN HONOR OF CHARLES C. BARR 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Charles C. Barr, former presi-
dent of the Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau. 

On June 17, 2005, Charles Barr died of can-
cer at Dominican Hospital in Santa Cruz at the 
age of 81. Mr. Barr is survived by his wife Pa-
tricia; daughters Candy, Katherine, and Patri-
cia; and his sons Chuck, Peter, Jeffrey, and 
Jonathan. 

Charles C. Barr was born in Natick, MA on 
January 23, 1924. He was a third generation 
carnation grower, and pioneered the commer-
cialization of miniature carnations in the United 
States. He joined the Navy and served our 
country in the capacity of a pilot on an aircraft 
carrier during WWII. In 1963 he moved his 
wife and seven children to Watsonville, CA 
and became a valuable member of the com-
munity. 

Mr. Barr served as the President of the 
Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau from 1968–
69 as well as the president of the American 
Carnation Society. Mr. Barr also resided on 
the Pajaro Dunes Homeowners Association 
Board of Directors, and was the president of 
the Watsonville Rotary Club as well as the 
vice-president of the Watsonville Bank of 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, I am joined by Mr. Barr’s fam-
ily and friends to honor his life and contribu-
tions to the community. His leadership and 
love of the community serve as a model for all 
citizens.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE JIMMY CARTER 
WORK PROJECT 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to the Jimmy Carter 
Work Project and the thousands of volunteers 
who joined together this week to help build 
Habitat for Humanity houses for the city of 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. 

Across the State of Michigan, over 4,000 
volunteers are building a total of 200 houses 
in local communities. In Benton Harbor alone, 
1,700 volunteers from around the world have 
built 20 new houses, bringing not only large 
smiles on the faces of 20 families, but the re-
ward of success after hours of hard work. The 
hands-on approach that the Jimmy Carter 
Work Project takes towards homeownership is 
both invaluable and inspiring. Homeowners 
must donate about 300 hours of their own 
time toward building their own homes. This 
partnership of volunteers working side by side 
with those in need is truly encouraging to all 
of us who want to bring the opportunity of 
homeownership to every family. 

Homeownership is fundamental to improving 
and preserving the quality of life for the folks 
of southwest Michigan and beyond, and is 
truly the cornerstone of the American Dream. 
Taking pride in our neighborhoods and homes 
is a necessity to building successful commu-
nities and the work that Habitat for Humanity 
has done for countless individuals is truly in-
spiring. 

This year’s Project in Michigan is the sec-
ond largest in Jimmy Carter Work Project’s 22 
year history and the first time that Habitat has 
organized to build homes throughout an entire 
state. Over the past several years Benton Har-
bor has been through many challenges and 
obstacles, but the coming together of folks 

throughout our community to work to bring the 
American Dream to our neighbors is what 
makes both the Jimmy Carter Work Project 
and southwest Michigan extraordinary. 

I look forward to any opportunity to continue 
this partnership with Habitat for Humanity in its 
efforts to build more decent, affordable hous-
ing for all. 

I want to once again commend everyone 
who has worked and continues to work to 
make homeownership a reality for people in 
need. This is a great day for our communities 
in Michigan and I want to once again com-
mend both Jimmy Carter and Habitat for Hu-
manity for turning dreams into reality.

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALLY A. 
‘‘PREACHER’’ HEBERT 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the life and career of 
Wally A. ‘‘Preacher’’ Hebert. Wally is holder of 
4 pitching records for the San Diego Padres 
and on June 25, 2005, he will be inducted into 
the Pacific Coast League San Diego Padres 
Hall of Fame. 

Born in Lake George, Louisiana in 1907, 
Wally’s talents and interests were evident at a 
very early age. Aside from gardening, hunting, 
and fishing as a child, he became an expert 
golfer, playing close to par with a 2 iron and 
a putter. He enjoyed athletics and when it 
came to football and baseball, Wally excelled 
over his peers. 

At Lake Charles High School, Wally was an 
all-state football star and had been offered a 
scholarship at Louisiana State University when 
he caught the eye of a major league baseball 
scout. In his first professional game in Spring-
field, Missouri, he got off the train from Lou-
isiana, went to the ballpark, and pitched a 22 
inning complete game victory. 

In 1931, Preacher, as he was also known, 
was called up to spring training for the St. 
Louis Browns and remained with the team 
throughout the rest of that season. As a 
lefthander, he began to attract attention with a 
variety of curve balls at various speeds and 
arm motions. His first major league appear-
ance came that year against the New York 
Yankees where he faced Babe Ruth with the 
bases loaded and one out. The Babe hit into 
an inning-ending double play. 

That season, Preacher won six games and 
was the only pitcher in the major leagues to 
beat the New York Yankees and the world 
champion Philadelphia Athletics twice in one 
season. His finest game that year included 8 
shut out innings against the Yankees—striking 
out Lou Gehrig and Ruth three times. Unfortu-
nately, St. Louis lost the game by one run 
after Preacher exited the game. 

Over the next two seasons in St. Louis, 
Preacher pitched in relief, battling a shoulder 
injury. He was then sold to the Hollywood 
Stars which after one season, moved to San
Diego and began playing at Lane Field. During 
seven seasons with the San Diego Padres, 
Preacher delighted fans with a dominating 
presence and pinpoint control. 

While with the Padres, Wally and his bride 
Bobbie moved out to California where they 
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had their first two children, Hillene and Linda. 
Of all their children, Hillene had the ability to 
do what the opposition could rarely accom-
plish; knocking her father out of a game. 
Preacher was pitching when Hillene’s birth 
was announced, at which point he collapsed 
on the mound. 

His finest season as a Padre came in 1942 
when he established records for most com-
plete games pitched, batters faced, and in-
nings pitched. During this season, Preacher 
finished every game he started. 

In 1943, Preacher was traded to the Pitts-
burgh Pirates and at the end of the season, 
he faced a turning point in his career. While 
his arm was as strong as ever, his oldest 
daughter was beginning first grade and Amer-
ica’s involvement in World War II made do-
mestic travel difficult. When Bobbie indicated 
that the family would not be traveling to Pitts-
burgh that season, Wally chose his family and 
his beloved Louisiana over baseball. He 
turned down a contract worth $10,000 to earn 
35 cents per hour in a wartime synthetic rub-
ber factory. 

After settling in Westlake, Louisiana, Wally 
and Bobbie had three sons and he resumed 
his life of hunting, fishing, and gardening while 
working in a nearby Firestone factory. He de-
voted himself to his family after his retirement 
from Firestone in 1965 and remained active as 
an outdoorsman until his death in 1999. 

Today, Wally is survived by his beloved 
Bobbie, five children, numerous grandchildren. 
The legacy of Wally ‘‘Preacher’’ Hebert will 
long be remembered throughout the San 
Diego community and I ask that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to his life and 
long list of accomplishments.

f 

CONGRATULATING THE POLISH 
NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF NORTH 
AMERICA ON THE OCCASION OF 
ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the 
Polish National Alliance which is celebrating 
its 125th anniversary this year. 

Founded in 1880 in Philadelphia to unite the 
needs of the people of Poland who had emi-
grated to the United States, the Alliance has 
remained faithful to that mission. 

The PNA was founded to provide financial, 
social and leadership opportunities for a new 
group of Americans. 

Since its founding, the PNA has contributed 
countless volunteer hours and raised signifi-
cant charitable donations for community serv-
ice projects and to encourage patriotism. 

The PNA continues to support ethnic herit-
age programs that benefit its members and 
the community at large. 

The PNA is one of 75 fraternal benefit soci-
eties that belong to the National Fraternal 
Congress of America. 

The influence of Polish immigrants is a 
prominent part of the heritage of our commu-
nity. 

Let us remember their contributions and let 
us honor the women of the PNA who, for gen-

erations, have maintained the traditions and 
customs of their ancestors and who have 
given much service to the communities in 
which they lived. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Polish National Alliance now cele-
brating 125 years of service. This great nation 
is far better due to the contributions made by 
their members over the past century and a 
quarter.

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN GURNEY OF 
SONOMA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize John P. Gurney who 
is retiring this month after 12 years as the 
Chief of Police for the City of Sonoma, Cali-
fornia. 

How a police department in a small town 
interfaces with the community has always 
been central to Chief Gurney’s policing philos-
ophy. During his tenure in Sonoma, Chief 
Gurney successfully integrated the concept of 
community policing into the department by re-
directing resources from administration to pa-
trol officers. He established the Sonoma Po-
lice Department Community Advisory Council 
to provide public, input and feedback on de-
partment policies, programs and training. He 
then facilitated a department-wide workshop 
identifying community expectations and devel-
oped a strategic plan to meet those expecta-
tions. A departmental mission and value state-
ment was developed to incorporate the com-
munity’s vision. 

He also established the Sonoma Valley 
Interagency Council for Youth and Family. 
This organization consists of government and 
non-profit youth and family service organiza-
tion and is charged with reducing the risk fac-
tors to our youth and their families. In ac-
knowledgment of his work with young people, 
he received the 2001 Sonoma County Office 
of Education’s Youth Award. 

On a countywide basis, Chief Gurney also 
participated in the development, acquisition 
and implementation of a $12 million Computer 
Aided Dispatch, Records Management and 
Mobile Computing/Field Reporting system and 
chaired the Oversight Committee for this 
project. 

Professionally, he has served as President 
of the Sonoma County Law Enforcement 
Chiefs Association, Chair of the Santa Rosa 
Training Center Advisory Committee, member 
of the California Peace Officer’s Association, 
law enforcement representative to the Cali-
fornia Judicial Council Collaborative Justice 
Courts Advisory Committee, member of the 
California Police Chief’s Association, the Cali-
fornia Police Chief’s Association representa-
tive to both the Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s Office Statewide Public Safety 
Advisory Committee and the Commission on 
Peace Officer and Standards and Training Ad-
visory Committee. 

As a member of his community, Chief 
Gurney served on the Board of Directors of 
the Valley of the Moon Boys and Girls Club, 
and was in the inaugural class of Leadership 
Sonoma Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Gurney and his wife 
Phyllis own a small vineyard in Sonoma and 
they intend to enjoy the good life upon retire-
ment. It is appropriate that we commend him 
for his many years of public service and wish 
him well on his retirement.

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DR. EDWIN AND MRS. 
MARY ELLEN HENDERSON 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a family from Virginia’s 
Eighth Congressional District whose recogni-
tion is long overdue. For every person of na-
tional recognition there is a local leader that 
accomplishes much under the shadow of their 
more recognized peers. Two of these people 
are Dr. Edwin and Mrs. Mary Ellen Hender-
son, civil rights pioneers from Northern Vir-
ginia who have worked for social justice for 
nearly 50 years. The couple, who were mar-
ried for 65 years, worked tirelessly for the edu-
cation of African American children. They also 
chronicled the early civil rights struggles in let-
ters to the editor published around the country 
and energized their community in Northern 
Virginia to join the Nation’s civil rights move-
ment. 

The Hendersons viewed education as one 
of the primary sources of human progress, 
and they both served their communities as 
teachers. Mary Ellen filled the difficult position 
of teaching the fourth, fifth, sixth and sevenths 
grades in the local segregated schoolhouse. 
The two-room facility overflowed with children, 
and it was heated by a potbelly stove and that 
lacked running water. Despite these difficult 
conditions of segregation, Mary Ellen taught 
with vitality and enthusiasm. Not satisfied with 
her inequitable surroundings, Mary Ellen 
worked to improve the conditions around her. 
By her own measure, she launched a study 
into the disparity between white and black 
schoolhouses, focusing on the learning envi-
ronment and resources. Mary Ellen’s work led 
to the formation of an interracial committee in 
Fairfax County, and ultimately the decision of 
the school administration to build the first new 
school for African American children in the 
area. 

Dr. Edwin Henderson also dedicated his life 
to education. He focused his efforts on the 
promotion of interscholastic athletics and was 
certified as the first African American man to 
teach Physical Education in public schools. An 
avid basketball player himself, Edwin is cred-
ited with introducing the sport to the Wash-
ington, D.C. area as well as promoting ath-
letics within the surrounding African American 
community. He organized the Interscholastic 
Athletic Association for black schools, the 
Public School Athletic League, and the East-
ern Board of Officials for African American 
athletes. In addition, Edwin authored several 
books that spread awareness about the emer-
gence of black sports. His groundbreaking 
works included ‘‘The Official Spaulding Hand-
book,’’ ‘‘The Negro in Sports,’’ and also ‘‘The 
Black Athlete: Emergence and Arrival.’’ Edwin 
was a powerful force behind the positive rec-
ognition accorded to these athletes. As a re-
sult of his efforts, Edwin was admitted as a 
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