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Diego who works 45 hours a week and has 
limited sick and vacation time. Now, imagine 
she has an urgent medical problem requiring 
an ob-gyn visit. On Monday, she calls from 
work to make an appointment with her primary 
care physician. If she is lucky, she gets an ap-
pointment for the following morning. She takes 
time off Tuesday to go see her doctor. Her pri-
mary care doctor agrees she should be seen 
by her ob-gyn and gives her a referral. Tues-
day afternoon she returns to work and calls 
her ob-gyn for an appointment. The doctor is 
in surgery on Wednesday, but they offer her 
an appointment on Friday morning. On Friday 
she takes another morning off from work and 
finally, after almost a week, gets the care she 
needs. The unnecessary referral process re-
sulted in her taking an extra morning off work 
and delayed her proper medical care by 5 
days. The patient, employer, primary care phy-
sician, and health plan provider would have 
saved money and time if the patient had been 
able to go directly to her ob-gyn. 

The public overwhelmingly supports direct 
access to ob-gyn care. A survey conducted by 
the Kaiser Family Foundation and Harvard 
University found that 82 percent support direct 
access legislation and 63 percent would sup-
port it even if their health insurance costs in-
creased. 

While serving in the California State Assem-
bly, I heard from many women who experi-
enced the same problems I have outlined 
today. After meeting with women, obstetricians 
and gynecologists, health plan representa-
tives, and providers in the State of California, 
I wrote the state law allowing women direct 
access to their ob-gyn. That law was a good 
first step; however, it still does not cover 
women enrolled in self-insured, federally regu-
lated health plans. This means that even if a 
woman lives in a state with direct access pro-
tections, like California, she may not be able 
to see her ob-gyn without a referral if she is 
covered by a federally regulated ERISA health 
plan. 

I believe the time has come to make direct 
access to an ob-gyn a national standard. 

I urge you, Mr. Speaker, and all of my col-
leagues to pass this critical legislation into law. 
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WOMEN OF BURMA DAY 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 16, 2005 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, June 19 
marks the 60th birthday of Burma’s Democ-
racy Leader Aung San Suu Kyi. She has been 
held under house arrest since May 30, 2003— 
this is the third time since 1988 that the re-
gime has confined Suu Kyi to house arrest for 
political reasons—after narrowly escaping an 
assassination attempt by Burma’s ruling mili-
tary regime in May of 2003. June 19 also 
marks the Women of Burma Day. In recogni-
tion of this day I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge the courageous and 
honorable efforts made by Suu Kyi and other 
Burmese women who continue to struggle for 
democracy, human rights, and an end to bru-
tal dictatorship in Burma. 

Today, Burmese women are a driving force 
in the fight for freedom and democracy in 
Burma. They inspire us all in their courage to 

carry out non-violent activities, challenging the 
military regime’s repressive and violent rule. 
Burmese women are struggling to save a 
homeland that continues to deteriorate under 
military dictatorship. 

The military regime’s response to non-vio-
lent political protestors has been abominable. 
Since winning the popular election by a land-
slide in 1988, supporters of democracy in 
Burma have been killed, arrested, imprisoned, 
and tortured by the thousands. Fearing certain 
imprisonment and death, many of these de-
mocracy supporters have fled the country. 

I would like to honor ten Burmese women 
who have dedicated their lives to improving 
the health, welfare, and future of Burma’s peo-
ple. With unwavering commitment, these 
women have sought to address critical issues 
affecting the people of Burma. These hon-
orees have been involved in a diverse range 
of activities in the arena of social welfare and 
democracy and human rights. Eight of the 
honorees, Daw Aye Aye Mar, Daw Hla Hla 
Moe, Ma Mi Suu Pwint, Ma Nilar Thein, Ma Su 
Su Nway, Ma Than Than Htay, Ma Tin Tin 
Myint and Ma Zinmar Aung have endeavored 
to continue the ongoing struggle for freedom, 
human rights, and democracy in Burma. Two 
of the honorees, Dr. Myint Myint Khin and Ma 
Than Myint Aung, are deeply involved in orga-
nizing and engaging in social welfare and edu-
cation programs. Demonstrating a unifying 
commitment to the people of their country, 
these extraordinary women have pursued their 
life’s work with courage and perseverance. In 
the course of their lives, many have served, or 
continue to serve, lengthy jail sentences dealt 
by Burma’s repressive military regime. I re-
quest that we honor and show solidarity with 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all of ‘‘2005 Pro-
files in Courage’’ honorees. We should cele-
brate their achievements, and honor their per-
sonal sacrifice and vision for the future of 
Burma. 

Democracy will come to Burma soon. I be-
lieve that one day, the people of Burma will 
have a chance to openly honor these women 
and I am very sure that they will do so with 
great happiness. For the time being, they 
need our help, and we need to assist them 
consistently and strongly so that they will at-
tain the goal to which they have been aspiring 
for so long. 
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30TH ANNIVERSARY OF PANCAKES 
ON THE PLAZA 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 16, 2005 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 30th anniversary of 
Pancakes on the Plaza, an annual fundraising 
event hosted by the United Way of Santa Fe 
County in my home state of New Mexico. Pan-
cakes on the Plaza not only raises money but 
brings people together as New Mexicans from 
all walks of life volunteer side-by-side to make 
a difference in Santa Fe County. 

Each July 4 on the historic Santa Fe Plaza, 
hundreds of volunteers prepare and serve 
pancakes to thousands of attendees whose 
contributions to United Way directly benefit 
residents of Santa Fe County. 

Pancakes on the Plaza has been held in 
Santa Fe each Fourth of July since 1975, 

building on traditional annual festivities that 
date back to the 1920’s. The Santa Fe Plaza 
is an appropriate location for this event as it 
has historically been a multi-cultural gathering 
place highlighting the unique diversity within 
the Northern New Mexico community. Pan-
cakes on the Plaza is a celebration of the 
American spirit of generosity, volunteerism 
and community-building that raises money to 
help foster independence for underserved indi-
viduals and families of Santa Fe County. 

To pull off an event of this scale takes an 
enormous amount of collaboration: Three 15 
by 60 foot tents for cooking and serving pan-
cakes; twelve pancakes cooks per tent, flip-
ping cakes on 12 stoves per tent; two batter 
transporters per tent, per shift; two tent cap-
tains per tent, per shift; six Army Reservists 
taking batter from refrigerated trucks to cook 
tents; twelve batter mixers; two ham and veg-
etarian sausage cooks per tent, per shift; four 
fruit, butter and syrup servers per tent, per 
shift; four beverage servers per tent, per shift 
to pour milk, juice and coffee; two milk and 
juice runners per tent, per shift to rush cold 
beverages from the trucks to the tents; three 
refrigerated truck workers per shift to relay 
ham, vegetarian sausage, juice, milk, butter 
and batter transporters; two ticket takers per 
tent, per shift; six stage crewmembers; twelve 
Girl Scouts to keep the Plaza and table neat 
and clean; eighteen crew members to set up 
and break down tents and stoves. 

And, of course, a massive amount of goods 
comes together to serve 10,000 breakfasts: 
2,500 pounds of pancake batter; 4,000 pints of 
milk (regular and chocolate); 300 gallons of 
fresh-squeezed juice; 100 pounds of locally- 
roasted gourmet coffee; 600 pounds of fruit; 
300 pounds of butter; 3,000 pieces of vege-
tarian sausages; 1,000 pounds of ham; 14,000 
place settings; 12,000 cups; 20,000 packets of 
sugar and artificial sweetener; 20,000 packets 
of syrup. 

The United Way of Santa Fe County fulfills 
the mission of ‘‘creating lasting change in 
chronic community conditions’’ with events 
such as Pancakes on the Plaza which fund 
specific programs that target health, learning 
and self-sufficiency. Yet Pancakes on the 
Plaza is more than just a fundraiser, this event 
also features the diverse music, art and crafts 
unique to Northern New Mexico with many ac-
tivities for children and families. Locals and 
visitors alike enjoy the annual July 4th United 
Way of Santa Fe County Pancakes on the 
Plaza. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that I have 
participated in Pancakes on the Plaza for sev-
eral years now. This United Way event raises 
much needed money for social programs while 
building community, enhancing lives and cre-
ating opportunities in Santa Fe County. North-
ern New Mexico is a place rich in history and 
steeped in tradition and I am fortunate to be 
a part of such wonderful programs as Pan-
cakes on the Plaza. 
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SECOND OPINION COVERAGE ACT 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 16, 2005 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I am introducing the Second Opinion 
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Coverage Act—legislation that will ensure the 
accessibility and coverage of medical second 
opinions. 

Imagine that your doctor tells you that you 
must undergo radical surgery that may threat-
en the use of a limb or leave you with a seri-
ous chronic condition. Understandably, you 
would request a second opinion from another 
physician. Most health care groups see the 
value in such requests and provide patients 
with a second opinion. Besides giving patients 
much needed peace of mind, second opinions 
can benefit health plans by reducing the num-
ber of invasive procedures and result in better 
patient care through increased dialogue about 
treatment options. 

However, when I was a member of the Cali-
fornia State Assembly, I heard from a number 
of patients who experienced a glitch in their 
health care coverage. They noticed the ab-
sence of a clear process for obtaining medical 
second opinions. These patients, many strug-
gling with challenging health conditions, had 
difficulties obtaining second opinions through 
their health plans. 

After meeting with patients, physicians and 
health groups, I authored a law in California 
that guarantees coverage of second opinions. 
Patients, meeting any one of several qualifying 
conditions, are entitled to a timely second 
opinion by a ‘‘qualified health care profes-
sional,’’ within 72 hours in cases of serious or 
imminent health threat. When another expert 
is not available within the provider group or 
network, the organization will pay for an ap-
propriately qualified doctor outside of the plan. 
Patients are responsible for the costs of appli-
cable co-payments. 

The law in California was a good first step. 
Unfortunately, this legislation does not cover 
the more than 4 million Californians enrolled in 
self-insured, federally regulated health plans. 
Nationwide, this translates into almost 51 mil-
lion persons without guaranteed access to 
second opinions. This means that one in four 
insured families are not protected by Califor-
nia’s own second opinion law! I believe the 
time has come to make access to second 
opinions a national standard. 

I urge you, Mr. Speaker, and all of my col-
leagues to pass this critical legislation into law. 
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ON THE OCCASION OF FATHER’S 
DAY: A SALUTE TO RALPH R. 
SALIMPOUR, MD, DCH, FAAP 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 16, 2005 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, ‘‘Blessed indeed is the man who 
hears gentle voices call him father!’’ The name 
Ralph Salimpour has become synonymous 
with charity and commitment in the greater 
Los Angeles area. Indeed, Ralph Salimpour is 
blessed for selflessly giving him energy and 
his love, and dedicating his left to those most 
in need. 

Dr. Ralph R. Salimpour is the senior attend-
ing physician of the highly acclaimed 
Salimpour Pediatric Medical Group in Los An-
geles. Dr. Salimpour is internationally recog-
nized as a global expert in the fields of Tet-
anus, Malnutrition, and Rickets and has the 
largest published series on Tetanus and Rick-
ets in the world. 

Dr. Salimpour graduated from medical 
school at the age of 23 and has practiced 
medicine on 3 continents over the span of 
nearly 5 decades. He attended the Shiraz 
School of Medicine in Iran, the Royal College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of England, and 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center—UCLA School 
of Medicine. 

In Iran, Dr. Salimpour emerged as the Di-
rector of the Research Institute of Child Health 
where he described, for the first time, Rickets 
and its etiology in tropical countries. This pio-
neering research eventually helped to change 
the American Academy of Pediatrics’ rec-
ommendations for Vitamin D Supplementation 
in breastfed babies, staving off the debilitating 
disease in America. His research and his lead-
ership in the treatment of Tetanus cut the mor-
tality rate of this horrific disease from a dev-
astating 100 percent to half of that value, di-
rectly resulting in countless saved lives. Dr. 
Salimpour also tackled the issue of malnutri-
tion in Iran, demonstrating that it resulted from 
poor education rather than poverty. Dr. 
Salimpour’s scientific and clinical research 
propelled him to the world’s medical center 
stage, gaining international acclaim for his pio-
neering research. 

After the 1979 Iranian revolution, Dr. 
Salimpour and his family moved to the United 
States where Dr. Salimpour, a man nearly in 
the 6th decade of his life, sat for and success-
fully passed the rigorous series of exams ena-
bling him to once again practice medicine, this 
time in America. He has been awarded the 
prestigious Governor’s Commendation from 
the State of California and the Award of Excel-
lence from California’s Vaccine for Children 
Program. Today, Dr. Salimpour serves as 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at the 
UCLA School of Medicine and is a practicing 
pediatrician in Los Angeles. 

Dr. Salimpour is also a founding Board 
Member of the NexCare Collaborative, which 
created a state-of-the-art, highly-innovative 
and successful call center/web site and com-
munications program aimed at families with 
young children. This program has assisted 
more than 100,000 families and helped enroll 
more than 18,000 children into free or low cost 
health insurance programs. 

Married to his wife Farah for 44 years, the 
2 have raised 4 children, Pejman, Sherry, 
Pedram, and Nilou. Dr. and Mrs. Salimpour 
also have 6 grandchildren, Koby, Alexa, 
Branden, Gabriella, Allen, and Ariella. Dr. and 
Mrs. Salimpour have inspired a love of medi-
cine and children amongst their sons. Doctors 
Pejman and Pedram Salimpour are practicing 
pediatricians and leaders in their field. 

Mother Teresa once said, ‘‘I slept and I 
dreamed that life is all joy. I woke and I saw 
that life is all service. I served and I saw that 
service is joy.’’ Dr. Salimpour has improved 
the human condition by way of perseverance 
and leadership. He has passed on these 
ideals to his students as a professor of pediat-
rics, to his tens of thousands of patients, and 
to his children and grandchildren. As we ap-
proach Father’s Day, I salute Dr. Salimpour for 
his blessings as a ‘‘father’’ to many. 

IN RECOGNITION AND REMEM-
BRANCE OF THE LIFE OF U.S. 
MARINE CORPS CAPTAIN KELLY 
C. HINZ 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 17, 2005 

Mrs. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank you for the opportunity to recognize 
and honor the life U.S./Marine Corps Capt. 
Kelly C. Hinz. 

Capt. Hinz was a Marine Corps fighter pilot 
who died May 2, 2005, from injuries received 
when the F/A–18 Hornet aircraft he was pilot-
ing crashed in Iraq while flying in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Capt. Hinz was a 
native of Woodbury, Minn., and a 1993 grad-
uate of St. Thomas Academy in Mendota 
Heights, Minn., where he was a member of 
the State championship downhill ski team, and 
where his family remained active after their 
sons had graduated. Capt. Hinz was also a 
graduate of the University of St. Thomas, in 
St. Paul, Minn., in the District I represent. 

Capt. Hinz earned his wings as an aviator in 
March 2002, after which he and his wife Molly 
were stationed in San Diego. Capt. Hinz and 
his wife have one daughter, Abby. 

Capt. Hinz comes from a military, and flying, 
family. Donald Hinz was a retired naval and 
commercial pilot who died in a plane crash in 
2004. In his retirement, Donald Hinz had com-
mitted himself to restoring a P–51 C Mustang 
fighter plane in honor of the Tuskegee Airmen. 
His brother, Ben Hinz, is also a Marine pilot. 
His brother Kurt has his private pilot’s license, 
and brother Luke will earn his this summer. 

Capt. Hinz inherited a strong sense of duty 
to his country from his father, and reminds us 
of the human face of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
There have been 19 members of the military 
from Minnesota who have died in Iraq since 
2003. I honor Capt. Hinz for his courageous 
service to this country, and his commitment to 
protecting our freedom. 
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CONGRATULATING HORACE L. 
DICKERSON, JR. ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE SOCIAL SECU-
RITY ADMINISTRATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 17, 2005 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commend Horace L. Dickerson, 
Jr. for his service to the Social Security Ad-
ministration and to congratulate him on his up-
coming retirement. Mr. Dickerson began his 
career at SSA in 1971 and held several field 
office positions before moving to Social Secu-
rity’s headquarters as a Division Director, and 
later Director of Disability Operations. 

After a stint as the Director of Social Secu-
rity’s Central Records Operations, Mr. 
Dickerson was promoted to Regional Commis-
sioner for the Dallas Region in 1997. In that 
role he has ably overseen more than 4,000 
employees in 151 field offices and has been 
responsible for SSA Teleservice Centers in Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Texas and part of Arizona. 
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