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and demonstrated true dedication by serving
on the Board of Directors of the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum, the Brooklyn Red Cross, and
the Queens Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Children, as well as acting as Brook-
lyn’s representative on the Board of Directors
of the New York City Public Development Cor-
poration. He was also active as a member of
the Brooklyn Area Council of Boy Scouts of
America and the New York State Bar Associa-
tion’s Committee on Minorities in the Profes-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is incumbent
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments and selfless service of Mr. Simpson as
he continues to offer his talents and philan-
thropic services for the betterment of the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Charles E. Simpson has
continuously demonstrated his altruistic dedi-
cation to the community that makes him more
than worthy of our recognition today.

——

IN MEMORY OF MR. FRANK
LICHTANSKI

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of a great public servant for
Monterey County, California. Frank J.
Lichtanski passed away on June 9, 2005 in
his home in Del Rey Oaks, California after a
battle with cancer.

Frank was passionate about all modes of
transportation, and particularly buses, for more
than 31 years. At age 23, he worked as a bus
driver for Monterey-Salinas Transit, beginning
what would become an illustrious career. After
six years, Frank became general manager,
and in 1982 he became Monterey-Salinas
Transit's Chief Executive Officer. In his 31
years of service with MST, Frank turned a
fledgling bus service with only nine buses and
twenty employees into a thriving public transit
system. Today, Monterey-Salinas Transit pro-
vides public transit service in Monterey, Santa
Clara and Santa Cruz counties and carries 4.8
million passengers each year. Each time
Frank came to Washington, D.C., he marveled
at the Metro system and how Union Station
had developed as a commercial center with
transportation as the anchor for restaurants
and entertainment. He took that inspiration
and figured out how a public transit station
could benefit Monterey County. The City of
Marina is the northern gateway to the Mon-
terey Peninsula. Frank’s vision grew to be-
come the Marina Transit Station, situated at
the west end of a major corridor between the
coastal communities and the inland commu-
nities of Monterey County. The Marina Transit
Station is a multimodal connection serving
transit and over-the-road buses, as well as
automobile passengers, taxis, and bicyclists. It
will serve as the anchor for economic develop-
ment in a part of the county that had lost its
commercial businesses when the former Fort
Ord military base closed.

He was a regional leader in implementing
Intelligent Transportation Systems that include
visual tracking of buses through enhanced
communication systems, automated voice an-
nouncements to ensure compliance with ADA,
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and visual displays at transit centers to pro-
vide passengers with real time bus arrivals
and departures. Frank understood that tech-
nology improvements alone would not improve
ridership and championed the purchase of
new fuel efficient buses. Always a creative
problem solver, Frank fought for and won FTA
approval to leverage the purchase of three
buses into a financing package of 46 new
buses to respond to 10 percent annual growth
in ridership.

Frank amassed a collection of train and bus
schedules dating back to the early 1900s, and
| am talking to officials at the Smithsonian In-
stitution about the possibility of a display of
Frank’s memorabilia. Being passionate about
all modes of transportation, Frank personally
traveled to 34 countries and inspected more
than 180 transit systems, always searching for
ideas to improve public transit on the Central
Coast.

The residents of Del Ray Oaks, Monterey
County and the Central Coast mourn the
passing of Frank Lichtanski and join me in ex-
pressing our heartfelt condolences to Frank’s
wife, Pam; his daughter, Aaron; and sisters
Jeannie Stopa and Fran Stauff, and to the
MST family to whom Frank devoted his stellar
career.

HONORING SIR FERNANDO MUY
HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
my colleagues in the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus to honor the contribu-
tions and achievements of Sir Fernando Muy
on his recent passing. Sir Muy was an entre-
preneur, friend, community volunteer, hus-
band, father, grandfather, and great grand-
father. Sir Muy made an impact to each per-
son he came in contact with and left them with
compassion, patience, and generosity.

| had the honor of meeting Sir Muy at a
community gathering at the On Leong Chinese
Community Center last July. | learned that he
was a kind and caring man who took interest
in helping others. He was a man who pushed
for the rights of Chinese both in the U.S. and
internationally.

The title “Sir” was bestowed upon Fernando
Muy by the 25th Knight of the Imperial Byzan-
tine Order of the Star of Asia, by H.LLR.H.
Prince Henri Constantine Ill the current leader
of Byzantine Dynasty of the Eastern Roman
Empire. His title was placed upon him for his
outstanding accomplishments in making great
contributions to the public charity, culture, and
his promotion of world peace. Other such win-
ners of this award include President Harry
Truman and John Glenn.

Since he had been oppressed by two Com-
munist regimes in China and in Cuba, Sir Muy
was a staunch opponent of Communism. With
a sound financial foundation behind him, the
retired entrepreneur decided to become active
in the community. Sir Muy’s contributions and
tireless advocacy work helped make it pos-
sible for Chinese immigrants to have the rights
they have today. He advocated and encour-
aged all immigrants to become citizens, to
register to vote so as to exercise their duty
and power as citizens.
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Sir Muy worked tirelessly to reduce the ten-
sion between China and Taiwan by traveling
to both countries to encourage on-going dia-
logue between the two sides. In Miami, his
place of residence, he continued his personal
commitment to the community by establishing
the following organizations in Miami: Chinese
Welfare Council in 1978, World Kwong Tung
Community Association in 1991, Florida Chi-
nese Federation in 1993 and Overseas Chi-
nese Association in 2000. He also helped with
the creation of the following: Chinese Amer-
ican Benevolent Association in 1956, Organi-
zation of Chinese Americans—South Florida
Chapter in 1987, and United Chinese Associa-
tion of Florida in 2003.

Sir Muy accepted the position of the Na-
tional President of Overseas Chinese Associa-
tion in 2000. He wanted to revitalize an inac-
tive ten-year-old organization with only one
chapter in the country of Macao. In order to
make an international impact, he decided to
stay in Taiwan. The mission of OCA is to unite
all overseas Chinese worldwide, to promote
harmony by using Founding Father Dr. Sun
Yat-San’s “Three People’s Principles”; pre-
serve the Chinese heritage, and encourage
members to actively participate in local civil af-
fairs for equality, and advancement of Chi-
nese.

Sir Fernando Muy will be remembered as a
great philanthropist, a successful entre-
preneur, a caring father and grandfather. Most
of all, he will be remembered for his philan-
thropy and chivalry’s spirit of justice, his com-
mitment to advocate for the welfare and ad-
vancement of Chinese worldwide, and the pro-
motion of the Chinese culture.

——————

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL DONALD G.
COOK

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to honor General Donald
Cook, United States Air Force, for his 36
years of dedicated service.

During the past 36 years, General Cook has
served in the Air Force with honor and distinc-
tion. He’s a command pilot with over 3,300
hours. The general has commanded a flying
training wing, two space wings, and the 20th
Air Force—a real tribute to his leadership ca-
pabilities.

General Cook has been the commander of
Air Education and Training Command since
December 9th, 2001. This command includes
the Air Force Recruiting Service, two num-
bered air forces, Air University and consists of
15 wings, more than 66,000 active-duty mem-
bers and 15,000 civilians. As commander of
the Air Force University, General Cook was
responsible for recruiting, training and edu-
cating Airmen to sustain the combat capability
of the Air Force.

On a personal note, | have known General
Cook and his wife Diane for a number of
years. They and their family members are out-
standing Americans who have dedicated a
great deal of time and energy to public serv-
ice. General Cook worked in my office for a
year, working with me to formulate legislation
on professional military education. Through
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the years, | have seen Don grow into a superb
military leader.

| know the members of the House will join
me in Honoring General Cook and in wishing
his family and him all the best in the years to
come.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DR. TERRY E.
GRANT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of a distinguished member of the
healthcare profession and Brooklynite, Dr.
Terry E. Grant.

Dr. Grant is the Chief Executive Officer of
Gentle Dental, which offers cosmetic and gen-
eral dentistry, and which serves nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. He has
also been active as a Chief Division of Geri-
atric Dentistry at several universities and med-
ical centers. Through dentistry he has con-
ducted various efforts to improve the health of
his community.

Dr. Grant’s efforts include establishing base
line data to track children and families in need
of dental services, providing free dental serv-
ice in his private office to children and families
of the working poor and uninsured. He has
also developed strategies to improve the over-
all healthcare of children in his community, in-
cluding contacting the national dentifrice com-
panies and soliciting their support. Most nota-
bly, he has spearheaded a community-based
preventive children’s dentistry program. The
program provides free toothbrushes, fluoride
toothpaste, and preventive dentistry lectures to
children in conjunction with the Nassau Coun-
ty Dental Society for Children Dental Health
month.

Mr. Speaker, it behooves us to pay tribute
to the achievements and service of Dr. Grant.
May our country continue to benefit from the
selfless endeavors of individuals, such as Dr.
Terry E. Grant.

———

CELEBRATING 40TH ANNIVERSARY
OF LANDMARK U.S. SUPREME
COURT DECISION IN GRISWOLD
V. CONNECTICUT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the land-
mark U.S. Supreme Court decision in Griswold
v. Connecticut. This decision served as the
foundation for improvements in women’s re-
productive health, felt even to this day.

It is difficult to believe that just 40 years
ago, it was actually illegal for American
women to use birth control. But as late as
1965, 30 states still had laws prohibiting or re-
stricting the sale and use of contraception.

The case of Griswold v. Connecticut in-
volved Estelle Griswold, the Executive Director
of the Planned Parenthood League of Con-
necticut, and the League’s Medical Director,
Dr. C. Lee Buxton. Ms. Griswold and Dr.
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Buxton were arrested and convicted under
Connecticut’'s 1879 law forbidding the use of
contraception or assisting anyone seeking
contraception. They challenged this law—ulti-
mately fighting their case all the way to our
Nation’s highest court. And, on June 7th 1965,
the U.S. Supreme Court invalidated the Con-
necticut law, opening the door for nationwide
counseling and use of contraception.

Griswold v. Connecticut paved the way for
future decisions regarding a women’s right to
reproductive health and privacy—including the
1972 U.S. Supreme Court decision that ex-
tended the right to access contraception to un-
married women.

Why was Griswold v. Connecticut so impor-
tant? Well, consider the fact that in 1965, 45
percent of births to married women were unin-
tentional. But, today, only 14 percent of births
to married women occur sooner that planned.
In 1965, only 38 percent of women used some
form of birth control. Today, nearly 70 percent
of women do.

With good cause, a recent poll shows that
80 percent of Americans strongly support
women having access to contraception. With
newfound ability to control how many children
to have and when, women have been able to
achieve educational and professional goals
that before 1965 were extremely difficult. Ac-
cess to contraception has dramatically
changed women’s health, giving them dignity
and control over their lives and their futures.
Control over their own bodies has also contrib-
uted to reductions in maternal and infant mor-
tality through better birth spacing and better
health status. Because of contraception, cou-
ples can decide when they are financially and
emotionally ready to start a family. So children
are born into families that are ready and able
to fully care for them.

Access and use of birth control are essential
components of basic preventative health care
for women across the U.S. and has success-
fully helped reduce national rates of unin-
tended pregnancies.

And, who would have predicted in 1965,
that the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention would recognize the significant impact
of birth control on American society? But they
did. In 1999, the CDC included family planning
in their list of the “Ten Great Public Health
Achievements in the 20th Century.”

However, despite these achievements, ac-
cess to contraceptives is far from guaranteed.
Today, we, as political leaders, stand at a
crossroads. We can maintain the status quo,
or we can further strive to improve reproduc-
tive health and reduce unintended preg-
nancies in this country. My Prevention First bill
would permit women to take greater control
over their reproductive health. This legislation
would allow greater access to contraception
by increasing funding for family planning serv-
ices to low-income women and requiring insur-
ance companies to cover contraceptives if
they cover other prescription drugs.

Today, as we commemorate the momen-
tous Griswold v Connecticut Supreme Court
decision that made such a great impact on re-
ducing unintended pregnancies by allowing
women to control their reproductive health, |
urge my colleagues to support common sense
legislation like the Prevention First Act and
join me in taking action to further reduce unin-
tended pregnancies.

We have certainly come a long way in just
40 years, but we must remain vigilant to en-
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sure that all women have access to the most
basic reproductive health care services and
that they are empowered to make the best
personal decisions about when they are finan-
cially and emotionally ready to start a family.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on June 13, 2005 |
missed rollcall votes Nos. 241 and 242. Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye” on
S. 643 and H.R. 2326.

RECOGNIZING JOHN WERKMEISTER
OF MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize John Werkmeister of Meadville,
Pennsylvania, as an exceptional history teach-
er and role model. Mr. Werkmeister has been
named one of eight national finalists for the
Richard T. Farrell Teacher of Merit Award.
This national award is presented every year to
an educator who develops and uses innova-
tive and creative teaching methods to enhance
students’ interest in history. As a teacher at
Cambridge Springs High School in Cambridge
Springs, Pennsylvania, he has shown exem-
plary commitment to making history education
engaging and exciting, while involving his stu-
dents in the National History Day Program.

National History Day is a yearlong program
in which students explore historical topics re-
lated to an annual theme. Participants qualify
for national competition after competing in
several local and state competitions. In pre-
paring his students for the program, Mr.
Werkmeister's work ethic and research skills
provided students with the tools necessary to
be successful in competition.

Mr. Speaker, | find it heartening that there
are educators in this country who devote so
much time and effort to shaping the minds of
our young people. It is with great pleasure that
| recognize Mr. Werkmeister for his dedication
to educating the potential leaders of tomorrow.

———

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT C.
WILTSHIRE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Albert C. Wiltshire, an esteemed
community leader. It is an honor to represent
Mr. Wiltshire in the House of Representatives
and it behooves us to pay tribute to such an
outstanding leader.

Mr. Wiltshire obtained a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Urban Studies from St. Francis’ Col-
lege and a Master’s Degree in Public Adminis-
tration from New York University. He also re-
ceived a Senior Managers Program certifi-
cation from Harvard University’s John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government.
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