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urban education have appeared in national
and local journals. Two of his recent publica-
tions are “Do You Know If Your Child Has a
Credit Card,” in the New York Times and
“Handling Cultural Diversification Efforts of
College Campuses,” in the Journal of Medi-
ation.

Dr. Witherspoon was a member of the
Board of the Queens Children’s Psychiatric
Center. He has also served on many boards
that include childcare, teen pregnancy, and
community mental health.

Dr. Witherspoon was selected as a partici-
pant in the 23rd Annual Session of the Har-
vard University’s Institute for Educational Man-
agement, Class of 1992.

Dr. Witherspoon has participated in con-
ferences held on “International Perspectives:
Crime, Justice and Public Order” in Russia,
Ireland, Turkey, ltaly, England, Hungary and
most recently Romania. He was involved in
the establishment of a branch campus in
Puerto Rico that has awarded 4,400 Associ-
ates Degrees to police cadets and currently a
program for New York City Police Officers to
teach cultural diversity and leadership.

Dr. Witherspoon has been involved at na-
tional and local levels consulting on issues of
urban education and social work, with a focus
on urban minorities. His visits to South Africa,
Ireland, Dominican Republic, Namibia, Turkey,
South Korea, Slovenia, England, Guyana. Ja-
maica, and throughout the Caribbean have
only increased his awareness of International
Education and Criminal Justice.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Roger Witherspoon’s con-
tinued his commitment to higher education
and social development have made him more
than worthy of our recognition today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause participating in events connected to the
ongoing meeting of Western Governors in Col-
orado, | was unable to be present for two
votes on Monday, June 13, 2005.

If I had been present, | would have voted as
follows:

On S. 643, to amend the Agricultural Credit
Act of 1987 to reauthorize State mediation
programs, | would have voted “yes.”

On H.R. 2326, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
614 West Old County Road in Belhaven,
North Carolina, as the “Floyd Lupton Post Of-
fice,” | would have voted “yes.”

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. LIZ KOVACH,
FOR HER 50 YEAR COMMITMENT
TO PORT COLUMBUS INTER-
NATIONAL AIRPORT

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 15, 2005
Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to honor and recognize the tremendous
achievement of Liz Kovach, a successfull and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

respected employee at the Port Columbus
International Airport. As an ambassador to the
Airport Authority and Columbus, Ohio she has
represented Eastern Airlines, Continental Air-
lines and America West for half a century with
first class style.

Mrs. Kovach began her career at Port Co-
lumbus exactly 50 years ago today working for
Eastern Airlines at the old terminal on Fifth
Avenue. In late 1990, when Eastern Airlines
declared bankruptcy, Liz’s diligence and dedi-
cation were greatly appreciated when she as-
sisted with the liquidation of the airline’s as-
sets before being hired by Continental Airlines
in April of 1991. Her career again took off in
November of 1992 when she accepted a new
position with America West. Her effervescent
character and strong intellect were recognized
in 1993, as she was honored by America
West as the Best of the Best Employees. She
was one of only two customer service rep-
resentatives to receive the honor out of 10,000
employees.

In Liz’s 50 year commitment to Port Colum-
bus, she has been witness to the trans-
formation of the airline industry. She has seen
the airport rise to “international status,” its en-
trance into the Jet age, concourse and runway
expansion, and the completion of the new
state-of-the-art control tower.

Mrs. Kovach, respectively known as “Mama
Liz,” is revered by her colleagues as someone
you can always count on for a smile and kind
words. She has been described as an irre-
placeable talent to the customer service team.
In addition to her noted superior work ethic
and admirable character, she has been very
active with the Columbus Zoo. Through her
perseverance, she negotiated the travel of
rare animals by plane to be brought to the
Z00.

| am grateful for the time, commitment and
grace Liz has given to Port Columbus Inter-
national Airort and her community. She exem-
plifies what public service and professionalism
are all about.

———

RECOGNIZING ALEXANDER J.
McCURN FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Alexander J. McCurn of Kansas
City, Missouri, a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 261, and in
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Alexander has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Alexander has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Alexander J. McCurn for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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A TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER FLYNN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Jennifer Flynn. For close to two years, Jen-
nifer Flynn ended her workday by standing for
six hours in front of New York City’s largest
welfare center. She and other activists took
their place on the sidewalk whether it rained
or snowed to protest the lack of legally man-
dated emergency housing for homeless peo-
ple living with AIDS.

Ms. Flynn is one of 10 outstanding individ-
uals from across the country chosen to re-
ceive this year's Robert Wood Johnson Com-
munity Health Leadership Program award.

The unusual strategy, combined with litiga-
tion and public education, resulted in the City
being found in contempt of a court order—and
insured that nearly every homeless New York-
er living with AIDS who needed emergency
housing received it.

Ms. Flynn didn’t stop there. She went on to
co-found and direct the New York City AIDS
Housng Network (NYCAHN), which has seen
to it that housing is provided to every single
New Yorker with HIV/AIDS who requests shel-
ter.

HIV has hit low-income people of color
harder than any other demographic group in
New York City. A full 92 percent of New York-
ers living with HIV/AIDS are from communities
of color.

Of Ms. Flynn, Christine Quinn,
Councilmember for the 3rd District says: “Jen-
nifer Flynn has managed to be a constant ac-
tivist for the rights of homeless and low-in-
come people living with HIV/AIDS, while build-
ing an organization in this time of financial
hardship. She is fearless in her advocacy.”

Teaching people with HIV/AIDS to advocate
on their own behalf has been key to Ms.
Flynn’s success. In fact, NYCAHN is a mem-
bership organization led by people living with
HIV/AIDS. She has trained more than 1,000 of
NYCAHN’s members in community organizing
and advocacy.

Recently, she and her staff pressured the
New York City Council to release a report
about its emergency housing system.
NYCAHN’s efforts led to the introduction of the
first bill in U.S. history that insures permanent
housing for people living with AIDS/HIV. She
has also exposed the dangerous conditions
that exist in illegal rooming houses the City
was using to house formerly incarcerated peo-
ple with AIDS/HIV.

One woman who works at NYCAHN and
finds shelter for people living with HIV/AIDS
every day says, “We are all willing to do this
grueling work because we know that Jennifer
is working 10 times harder all of the time. She
is there fighting with her heart to make sure
that we have access to housing and to our
human rights.”

The Robert Wood Johnson Community
Health Leadership Program distributes $1.2
million each year o innovators who have cre-
atively surmounted obstacles to meet the chal-
lenges of providing health care and social
services to the underserved members of their
communities. Ms. Flynn and this year’s other
winners will be honored at a June event in
Washington, D.C. She will receive $105,000 to
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apply to her program and a $15,000 personal
award.

Ms. Flynn was chosen from nearly 700 peo-
ple nominated this year. Since 1992, the pro-
gram has given 133 awards in 45 states,
Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C. Award win-
ners are nominated by civic leaders, health
professionals, government representatives and
others inspired by their efforts to provide es-
sential health services to their communities.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Flynn is motivated by the
disparity and inconsistencies that she ob-
serves in her community. She believes that a
commitment to help those who are regarded
as less fortunate is a small price to pay. Her
commitment in turn inspires others to continue
to strive for a better future. Ms. Flynn is more
than worthy of our recognition today.

—————

THE CARIBBEAN MULTI-NATIONAL
BUSINESS CONFERENCE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the accomplishments and success of
the Caribbean Multi-National Business Con-
ference, organized by the New York Carib
News, which will celebrate its tenth anniver-
sary this year in the U.S. Virgin Islands be-
tween November 10 and 13. Thanks to the
hard work and dedicated effort of the orga-
nizers of this event, a real dialogue between
U.S. and Caribbean businesses has emerged
that promises to generate plenty of economic
benefit for both the U.S. and the island nations
of the Caribbean.

Karl and Faye Rodney, the publishers of the
New York Carib News have brought together
hundreds of elected officials, civic leaders, en-
trepreneurs, and business executives from the
U.S. and the Caribbean to explore the possi-
bilities and opportunities for economic growth
and expansion in the Caribbean. This year’s
conference will be held in St. Thomas and
promises to be an extraordinary success.

Personally, | have found the conference ex-
tremely influential in building and supporting
political and econbmic relationships between
this country and the nations of the Caribbean.
| have also had the honor of participating in
these successful conferences and know that
they are extremely enlightening and edu-
cational endeavors that nurture a growing and
important global sector in the world.

This conference has repeatedly addressed
important issues of concern to our mutual eco-
nomic interets. It has concentrated on the
challenges and problems of foreign invest-
ment, market access, and private sector sup-
port. The attendees at the conference come
with bright ideas and innovative solutions to
these problems and to addressing our com-
mon concerns.

| encourage my colleagues and businesses
throughout the country to consider attending
this year's conference. | submit for the
RECORD a Carib News article providing an as-
sessment of this year's planning and the op-
portunities available for corporations, govern-
ment leader, and citizens, written by Tony
Best, who always participates and provides
wise guidance and counsel.

SET FOR ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

A decade after it was launched to build
bridges between Caribbean and the U.S.
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businsses the Caribbean Multi-National Busi-
ness Conference is moving towards an impor-
tant milestone in its evolution.

It is the 10th anniversary of an innovation
in economic and social developmet partner-
ships, spurred by links between the large,
mediumsized and small businesses in an area
that stretches from New York, Washington
DC, Miami, Colorado, Chicago, Ohio, Texas,
New Jersey, and other parts of the U.S. to
such nations and territories as Jamaica, Bar-
bados, St. Lucia, St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, Grenada, St. Marteen, the Bahamas,
and St. Kitts-Nevis.

The annual Caribbean Multi-National con-
ference which brought together about 4,000
Caribbean and U.S. business amd Govern-
ment leaders since 1995 to discuss everything
from investment, Hemispheric trade and bi-
lateral economic and social partnerships to
U.S.-Caribbean relations and health and edu-
cation challenges is scheduled to be held at
Caribbean regional integration, in the U.S.
and the Caribbean, especially the members
of CARICOM is bemg held this year in St.
Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands between
November 10-13.

The conference has become a highly
sucessful annual event for those interested
in creating profitable business parnerships in
the Caribbean and for goverment representa-
tives whose goal is to improve the quality of
people’s lives, said Pamela Richards, U.S.
Virgin Island’s Commissioner of Tourism,
who is also Chairman of the Board of the
Caribbean Tourism Organization.

We have seen the positive results of these
meetings, ever since the 1998 meeting in St.
Croix. We are delighted that we are being
given another opportunity to serve as hosts.

With issues that range from foreign invest-
ment, access to markets, the essential role
of the private sector in economic expansion
and job creation to the march forward in in-
formation communications technology on
the table for consideration, this year’s meet-
ing in St. Thomas, Dr. Karl Rodney, Pub-
lisher of the New York Carib News and the
driving force behind the conference’s 10-year
record of success, said that they expect the
sessions in St. Thomas to attract the largest
gatherings of participants.

We have already seen an exceptionally
high level of interest, he explained. One rea-
son is the appeal of St. Thomas. Another is
the track record of providing participants
with a unique chance to explore commercial
deals and to share ideas about new business
ventures in several fields, be it retailing,
manufacturing, tourism, and other services
and import-export.

The presence of many members of the U.S.
Congress, senior Caribbean government min-
isters and their advisers would once again
allow them to have a meaningful exchange of
ideas about moving U.S Caribbean relations
forward. U.S. Congressional delegate from
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Representative Dr.
Donna Christian Christensen, agreed. We in
Congress and outside of it, know the value of
the conference both in terms of the business
ventures that evolve out of the private meet-
ings and the public sessions and the discus-
sions which take place during the Dialogue
between elected representatives and other
Government officials from the U.S. and the
Caribbean, said Congresswoman who has at-
tended almost all the conference. That’s why
we in the U.S. Virgin Islands consider it an
honor to welcome the participants from
across the U.S. and the Caribbean.
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HONORING PAUL J. WILMES

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Paul J. Wilmes of Nodaway
County, Missouri. Paul will soon retire from a
28 year career of distinguished service to the
rural residents and communities of 22 counties
in northwest Missouri. Although we wish that
Paul could stay on at USDA, he has certainly
given back to his community, his state, and
his Nation, and well deserved retirement
awaits him, though given Paul’s reputation for
being an active citizen in his community, |
doubt this is the last we will hear from Paul
Wilmes.

Paul was born on April 22nd, 1953 to
Francis and Clara Wilmes of Nodaway Coun-
ty; a county | have been fortunate enough to
represent since 1992 at the state and now
federal level. Paul grew up in a devout Catho-
lic farm home, and attended St. Gregory’s
Catholic elementary school, followed by Mary-
ville High School where he was active with
football and wrestling. Upon his graduation
from Maryville High School, Paul enrolled in
Northwest Missouri State University, where he
was a member of the Phi Sigma Epsilon Fra-
ternity. He graduated from Northwest with a
Bachelor's Degree in Animal Science.

On July 10, 1976 he married Robin Lamb.
Today, Paul and Robin have two children,
Meredith and Kyle, and they remain active in
their local community in Nodaway County.
Paul has served as a Trustee for the endow-
ment for St. Gregory’s School, Advisor to the
Area Vocation Technical School, Committee
Advisor for the Parents as Teacher Program,
a Bantam League football coach, as well as
many other church committees and the Fi-
nance Board at St. Gregory Barbarigo.

Paul began his career with USDA on April
18, 1977 working for the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration. He was promoted to the position
of County Supervisor in Nodaway County, and
later advanced to the position of District Farm
Loan Specialist within the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration. Paul was selected as the District
Director of that agency, and on April 30, 1995,
Paul began his tenure supervising 22 rural
counties in Northwest Missouri. Over the
years, the agency has changed its name and
refocused its mission, but Paul has remained
constant as the leader and director of what is
now known as Area 1 of USDA Rural Devel-
opment.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Paul J. Wilmes, a remarkable cit-
izen who exemplifies the qualities of dedica-
tion and service. While rural Missouri will miss
his leadership, experience, and knowledge, |
will still have the great honor of representing
Paul in the United States Congress.

A TRIBUTE TO JOANN LUM

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 15, 2005
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
JoAnn Lum. Ms. Lum, the daughter of Chi-
nese immigrants, recently won the Nation’s
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