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stay until 2005. In 1993 the library received its
first computer and one year later began pro-
viding Internet access. Today, the St. Ignace
Public Library has a circulation of over 22,000
books, videos, audio books, and CD-ROMS
and has access to six computers.

The library informs me that over the past 10
years they have watched their ciruculation
grow by 57 percent. They have issued roughly
2,000 library cards. Between the influx of peo-
ple and learning materials, their 2,600 square
foot building could hardly keep up with the
growth. The new library, being dedicated this
Saturday, is 6,600 square feet and contains a
larger children’s section and expanded com-
puter facilities. In addition, the library will con-
tain a community room for programs, lectures
and public use making this library today’s new
town square that will bring families together to
share, learn and grow.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the United States House
of Representatives to join me in congratulating
the St. Ignace Library Board, Funding and
Building Committee and Steering committee
for continuing the strong legacy of growth for
the library and the vision to see it through.
This nearly $1.5 million structure took many
partners to accomplish. This was financed
through private donations, foundations and
state and federal grants as well as in-kind
support went into making this happen. | was
happy to be able to earmark two grants in the
federal appropriations process for $175,000
and $225,000 to help the vision of this amaz-
ing project go from dream to reality.

Just as the City of St. Ignace is the northern
home to the Mackinac Bridge that connects to
our neighbors in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula,
this library bridges and connects to neighbors
next door and across the globe. Local resi-
dents now have the opportunity to connect
with their neighbors through learning and ac-
tivities while also connecting to those around
the world through better access to technology.
| applaud the St. Ignace community for their
commitment to this great accomplishment that
is clearly bridging them to the future.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO BEAVER
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the Beaver
United Methodist Church of Beaver, Pennsyl-
vania on its 175th anniversary.

The Beaver United Methodist Church will
celebrate two momentous anniversaries this
year. Not only will the congregation celebrate
the 175th anniversary of its first meeting, but
they will celebrate the 100th anniversary of
meeting in its current location in Beaver,
Pennsylvania. The church will celebrate these
anniversaries with two months of activities, in-
cluding plays and music recitals.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the congregation Beaver United Meth-
odist Church in Beaver, Pennsylvania. It is an
honor to represent the Fourth Congressional
District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure to sa-
lute an enduring institution like Beaver United
Methodist Church.
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLES T.
WILKERSON

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
Sergeant Charles T. Wilkerson, 30, originally
of Columbus, Georgia, died on May 22, 2005,
in Iraq. Sergeant Wilkerson was assigned to
the Army’s 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment of
Fort Carson, Colorado, and according to initial
reports was killed when an unknown ordnance
detonated. His survivors include his wife Whit-
ney and his two children; his mother Tomasa
Goodwin of Columbus; and his father, Thomas
Wilkerson of Phenix City, Alabama.

Charles Wilkeson was a proud father and
had been a member of both the Marine Corps
and the Army, Mr. Speaker. He had a strong
faith in God, and like all soldiers he dutifully
left behind his family and loved ones to serve
our country overseas.

Words cannot express the sense of sadness
we have for his family, and for the gratitude
our country feels for his service. Sergeant
Wilkerson died serving not just the United
States, but the entire cause of liberty, on a
noble mission to help spread the cause of
freedom in Iraq and liberate an oppressed
people from tyrannical rule He was a true
American.

We will forever hold him closely in our
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of
his family as a remembrance of his bravery
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this
mournful day.

HONORING MICHAEL L. COOK
HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, after 27 years of
serving people with intellectual disabilities, Mi-
chael L. Cook is retiring as the Executive Di-
rector of Orange Grove Center in Chat-
tanooga, TN. After receiving his Master's de-
gree in Behavioral Disabilities, Mike Cook
began his career as a direct support profes-
sional with Central Wisconsin Center and
Training School. He then served as a field
representative with the Accreditation Council
for Individuals with Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities before coming to
Orange Grove in 1978. During his tenure at
Orange Grove Center, Mr. Cook transformed
this community organization into one of the
most respected agencies in the field of mental
retardation in the Nation. Today, Orange
Grove has a comprehensive, person-centered
program serving in excess of 650 adults and
children in a variety of settings.

Mike Cook’s quiet dedication to improving
the lives of individuals with intellectual disabil-
ities has been the foundation of all that Or-
ange Grove has accomplished over the years.
Having served as Executive Director for more
than half of the center's 52 years, Mr. Cook
has left an indelible mark on every aspect of
life for the people who are in their care. Mr.
Cook’s devotion can be best summed up in
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the words of Orange Grove’s vision statement:
“To recognize, support, and celebrate the
qualities of the individual.” That has been
Mike Cook’s vision for the past 27 years. Mr.
Speaker, today | pay tribute and honor Orange
Grove Center's Mike Cook.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO WEST
PITTSBURG UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the West Pitts-
burg United Methodist Church on its 100th an-
niversary.

This spring, the church will celebrate the
100th anniversary of its foundation in 1905.
The congregation is a source of inspiration
and symbol of strength for all its members and
the Lawrence County community as a whole.
In order to mark the special occasion, the
church will host a 4 p.m. dinner to be followed
by a 5:30 p.m. service featuring former pas-
tors who will no doubt share memories of their
times at West Pittsburg.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the West Pittsburg United Methodist
Church. It is an honor to represent the Fourth
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and a
pleasure to salute an enduring institution like
the West Pittsburg congregation.

———

CONGRATULATING ROCHE ON ITS
ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my congratulations on the 100th Anniver-
sary of Roche, one of the leading healthcare
innovators in the world. Roche is a specialty
care company that employs over 10,000 peo-
ple in America and 60,000 globally. | am
proud to represent the 3,000 people employed
by Roche North America at its headquarters in
Nutley, New Jersey, in my Congressional Dis-
trict. We are fortunate that these folks chose
to lend their tremendous talents individually
and collectively to improving the quality of
healthcare for us.

For a century now, Roche has invested in
advanced research and manufacturing tech-
niques that have yielded breakthroughs in
healthcare. Founded in Switzerland in 1896,
Roche’s roots in America are deep and strong,
dating back to the opening of its New York of-
fice in 1905. From its start in Manhattan in
1905, Roche has extended its reach to nine
sites across the United States, with facilities in
New Jersey, South Carolina, Colorado, Indi-
ana, and California.

There are many examples of how Roche’s
commitment to deepening our understanding
of human health and developing revolutionary
treatments and tools has reaped benefits for
Americans. Roche’s discoveries have led to
an immunosuppressant to help people fight off
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organ transplant rejection, the creation of a
new class of drugs that is used to combat
HIV/AIDS where other medications have
failed, and the production of the most widely
used treatment for Hepatitis C, one of the
foremost threats to public health today. As an
industry leader in the field of diagnostics,
Roche’s products help patients manage their
diabetes, give physicians and hospitals the
ability to identify illnesses more quickly and
more accurately, and tailor treatments in a
way that best suit an individual’'s personal
medical condition. These life-saving and life-
enhancing products make a tremendous dif-
ference for hundreds of thousands of people
around the world each and every day, and are
part of why Americans enjoy the highest qual-
ity healthcare.

As Roche employees in New Jersey, and
around the world, reflect on all these accom-
plishments on this 100th Anniversary, | believe
they can take great pride in the successes
they have enjoyed as a result of their dedica-
tion and industriousness. | am confident that
the century ahead holds great things in store
for the Roche community.

JARAMOGI ABEBE AGYEMAN

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
let it be known, in tribute to Jaramogi Abebe
Agyeman, an induction ceremony into the
Ring of Ancestors will take place on Sunday,
June 12, 2005 at the Charles H. Wright Mu-
seum of African American History. It is with
great respect that this tribute is offered as a
memorial for the life of Jaramogi Abebe
Agyeman, the founder and First Holy Patriarch
of the Shrines of the Black Madonna of the
Pan African Orthodox Christian Church.

Whereas, Jaramogi Abebe Agyeman was
born Albert B. Cleage, Jr. in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana on June 13, 1911. He graduated from
Wayne State University, where he studied so-
ciology, and the Oberlin Graduate School of
Theology. He was a social caseworker with
the Detroit Department of Public Welfare be-
fore entering the seminary. Jaramogi Abebe
Agyeman served pastorates at Lexington, KY,
San Francisco, CA, and Springfield, MA be-
fore founding what became known as Central
United Church of Christ in 1953.

Whereas, during the civil-rights and “black
power” movements of the 1960s the then
Reverend Cleage was Detroit's most eloquent
and uncompromising advocate and activist for
African American freedom, rights, and dignity.
He led campaigns for quality education and
black economic empowerment and spear-
headed opposition to job discrimination, police
brutality and the forced removal of blacks from
the central city. Jaramogi Abebe Agyeman
later co-founded the Black Slate, a not-for-
profit public relations and advertising group
that selects and supports candidates for public
office, which helped to elect Coleman A.
Young as Detroit's first African American
mayor.

Whereas, on Easter Sunday in 1967, he
launched the Black Christian Nationalist Move-
ment (BCN) and unveiled a 19-foot chancel
mural of a Black Madonna and child by Detroit
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artist Glanton Dowdell. In 1970, Central for-
mally became the Shrine of the Black Ma-
donna and the Reverend Cleage was rechris-
tened Jaramogi Abebe Agyeman. At this point
he focused his energy inward, toward building
institutions and developing a theology and pro-
gram that would enable black people to be-
come independent and self-determining.

Whereas, Jaramogi Abebe Agyeman wrote
two books, “The Black Messiah” (1968) and
“Black Christian Nationalism: New Directions
for the Black Church” (1972). In 1978, he
founded the PAOCC as a new black denomi-
nation, with branches in Atlanta, GA, Houston,
TX, and Calhoun Falls, SC where the church
established Beulah Land, which is believed to
be the largest black owned farm in the U.S.
Jaramogi Abebe Agyeman passed away at
Beulah Land on February 20, 2000.

In special tribute, this document is dedicated
in memory of the life of Jaramogi Abebe
Agyeman.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MISS HAN-
NAH PILEGGI AND MR. WARREN
SAKEY OF FOX CHAPEL HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate Miss Hannah
Pileggi and Mr. Warren Sakey of Fox Chapel
High School on being named the winners of
the National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America Essay Contest. Ms. Pileggi and Mr.
Sakey will represent Pennsylvania at the
NCSDA’s 2005 Washington Workshops Con-
gressional Seminar in Washington, D.C.

The National Society of The Colonial Dames
of America is an organization dedicated to fur-
thering an appreciation of our national heritage
through historic preservation, patriotic service
and educational projects. One of these
projects is the annual essay contest that chal-
lenges high school students to critically evalu-
ate a certain period of history or topic of inter-
national significance. This year’s topic pre-
sented students with an opportunity to select
the American President, serving between 1850
and 1950 that they most admired.

Hannah Pileggi’'s winning essay focused on
President Harry S. Truman, pointing out the
extremely difficult decision he faced in decid-
ing whether to drop the atomic bomb in the
Pacific Theatre of Operations. Warren Sakey
decided to focus on Woodrow Wilson and his
tireless efforts focused at achieving peace in
the world through his “Fourteen Points.”

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating both Hannah Pileggi and Warren
Sakey. It is an honor to represent the Fourth
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and a
pleasure to salute the achievements of such
fine young leaders.
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HONORING ‘“‘MR. DIABETES,”
ANDREW MANDELL

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the accomplishments of a man who
has brought a new sense of awareness to the
diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of diabe-
tes in America. On June 16, Andrew Mandell,
Executive Director of the Defeat Diabetes
Foundation, and known throughout the world
as “Mr. Diabetes,” will be in my hometown of
Flint, Michigan, as part of his “Wake Up and
Walk Tour”—a 10,000+ mile journey along the
perimeter of the United States.

A disease afflicting 22 million Americans, di-
abetes ranks among our nation’s leading
causes of death, and is the leading cause of
adult blindness, kidney disease, heart attack,
stroke, and non-traumatic amputations. Know-
ing no boundaries, it impacts the lives of peo-
ple of all ages and from all walks of life.

One such person is Andy Mandell. An avid
runner, triathlete, and martial artist, Andy wit-
nessed his life change in 1985, when he was
first diagnosed as a diabetic. Although he con-
tinued to live his life as he had, the disease
grew stronger, causing him to grow weaker, to
the point where he was bedridden for 20
hours a day for two years. It was then that
Andy made a conscious choice and developed
his own recovery program of proper diet, exer-
cise, and monitoring. Andy also decided to
share his experiences with the world, and in
1990, he founded with his brother Jerry, the
Defeat Diabetes Foundation, an organization
whose purpose is to educate and inform the
public about diabetes and the dangers it
poses through articles, lectures, and personal
appearances.

On December 1, 2000, Andy began the
“Wake Up and Walk Tour” in Madeira Beach,
Florida. Having already traveled through the
South and the Pacific Northwest, he will have
logged over 6500 miles by the time he
reaches Flint. Upon returning to Florida, his
plans are simple: to start the walk over.

Mr. Speaker, Andrew Mandell is a shining
example of triumph in the face of adversity.
He is a survivor rather than a victim of his dis-
ease, living with it rather than suffering from it.
| ask my colleagues to join me in applauding
his strength as well as his commitment to im-
proving the quality of life for us all.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF NEW JERSEY
ASSEMBLYWOMAN LORETTA

WEINBERG, NAMED FIRST RUN-
NER-UP FOR THE 2005 GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING AWARD FOR
WOMEN AND GOVERNNMENT

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great pleasure to honor my dear friend of
more than 25 years, New Jersey
Assemblywoman Loretta Weinberg, who has
been named first runner-up for the prestigious
2005 Good Housekeeping Award for Women
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