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Army Staff Sgt. Craig W. Cherry, 39, of 

Winchester. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Tavon L. Hubbard, 24, of 

Reston. 
Marine Staff Sgt. John R. Howard, 26, of 

Covington. 
Army 1st Lt. Timothy E. Price, 25, of 

Midlothian. 
Army Spc. Clarence Adams, 28, of Rich-

mond. 
Marine 1st Lt. Alexander E. Wetherbee, 27, 

of Fairfax. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Brian A. Medina, 20, of 

Woodbridge. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Demarkus D. Brown, 22, 

of Martinsville. 
Marine Cpl. Bradley T. Arms, 20, of 

Charlottesvil1e. 
Army Sgt. Jack Bryant, Jr., 23, of Dale 

City. 
Army Chief Warrant Officer Travis W. 

Grogan, 31, of Virginia Beach. 
Marine Gunnery Sgt. Javier Obleas-Prado 

Pena, 36, of Falls Church. 
Marine Cpl. Binh N. Le, of Alexandria. 
Army Capt. Mark N. Stubenhofer, 30, of 

Springfield. 
Navy Chief Joel Egan Baldwin, 37, of Ar-

lington. 
Army Sgt. David A. Ruhren, 20, of Stafford. 
Army Spc. Nicholas C. Mason, 20, of King 

George. 
Army Sgt. Maj. Robert D. Odell, 38, of Ma-

nassas. 
Army Staff Sgt. Nathaniel J. Nyren, 31, of 

Reston. 
Marine Sgt. Dayton D. Patterson, 26, of 

Sedley. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Darrell J. Schumann, 

25, of Hampton. 
Marine Cpl. Christopher L. Weaver, 24, of 

Fredericksburg. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Karl R. Linn, 20, of 

Chesterfield. 
Marine Cpl. Jonathan W. Bowling, 23, of 

Patrick. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Jason C. Redifer, 19, of 

Stuarts Draft. 
Army Staff Sgt. Kristopher L. Shepherd, 

26, of Lynchburg. 
Army Pfc. Lee A. Lewis, Jr., 28, of Norfolk. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Tenzin Dengkhim, 19, of 

Falls Church. 
Army Pfc. Pendleton L. Sykes, II, 25, of 

Chesapeake. 
Marine Capt. James C. Edge, 31, of Virginia 

Beach. 
Army Sgt. Tromaine K. Toy, Sr., 24, of 

Eastville. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Nicholas C. Kirven, 21, 

of Richmond. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Jourdan L. Grez, 24, of 

Harrisonburg. 
Army Pfc. Kyle M. Hemauer, 21, of Manas-

sas. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PLUM BOR-
OUGH SENIOR COMMUNITY CEN-
TER 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Plum Bor-
ough Senior Community Center on its 25th 
Anniversary, and recognize the exemplary per-
formance of service that the organization pro-
vides the 4th District of Pennsylvania. 

Founded in 1980 by two senior activists, 
Henry and Alice Corvino, the Plum Community 
Senior Center has been providing Plum Senior 

Citizens with a ‘‘home away from home’’ for 
the last quarter century. Initially, the Plum 
Senior Citizens Center was open 3 days a 
week for 6 hours per day. Patrons, however, 
complained and demanded more from the 
Center as its popularity grew. Eventually, 
every activity from cards, crafts and meals 
were provided at the center. In 1985 a large 
room addition was added to the center so 
bingo games could be held. Today, the center 
is open 5 days a week, eight hours each day 
and has over 1,800 members. In 1992, the 
center began its home delivered meals pro-
gram and delivers an average 40 meals per 
day to homebound seniors. In 1995, a multi-
purpose room was added and now serves as 
a computer lab where hundreds of the center’s 
members can surf the internet. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the Plum Borough Senior Community 
Center. It is an honor to represent the Fourth 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and a 
pleasure to salute the service of organizations 
like the Plum Senior Center that make the 
communities that they live in truly special. 
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CONGRATULATING RON CROWDER, 
RECIPIENT OF THE ROBERT 
WOOD JOHNSON NATIONAL COM-
MUNITY HEALTH LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ron Crowder for his extraor-
dinary accomplishments as the founder of the 
Street Works HIV prevention and education 
center in Nashville, Tennessee. Ron was re-
cently selected as one often people to receive 
the nation’s most prestigious community 
health leadership honor—the Robert Wood 
Johnson Community Health Leadership Pro-
gram Award. 

This recognition, which carries with it a 
$120,000 award, is given to those who have 
overcome significant challenge and dem-
onstrated an exceptional and effective ap-
proach to addressing the many health care 
challenges facing communities across the 
country. After hearing Ron’s remarkable story, 
I can think of no one more deserving of this 
distinguished award. 

Ron Crowder, an African-American, grew up 
in a home with nine other children in a seg-
regated, impoverished section of Nashville. 
After dropping out of high school at the age of 
17, he served his country as a rifleman in the 
Vietnam War. The constant fear and stress of 
combat led to his 20-year drug addiction and 
contraction of HIV. Ron turned his life around 
in 1991 and has been drug free for 14 years. 
He graduated from Tennessee State Univer-
sity in May 1993 with a Bachelors Degree in 
Accounting. In 2000, he completed the Insti-
tute for HIV Prevention Leadership Program 
that the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention—Association of Schools of Public 
Health, and has since devoted his life to uplift-
ing and educating others. 

Ron’s personal battle with drugs and HIV 
fueled his desire to start Street Works, which 
he founded in 1997 on a shoestring budget. 

Using his car as his headquarters, Ron walked 
the streets distributing HIV and AIDS preven-
tion information to those in the community 
whom no one else had tried to reach: drug 
dealers, addicts, prostitutes, and inner-city 
youth exposed to drugs and sexual promis-
cuity. 

Today, thanks to his tireless leadership and 
dedication, Street Works operates two all night 
drop-in centers and helps ore than 5,600 Ten-
nesseans annually, with a focus on reaching 
minority populations. Street Works provides a 
variety of HIV and AIDS-related prevention 
and care services at locations where high-risk 
behavior is most likely to occur and at the 
hours when most other outreach services are 
closed. 

On behalf of the 5th District of Tennessee, 
I congratulate Ron Crowder for overcoming 
adversity and committing his life’s work to im-
proving the conditions of others through HIV 
and AIDS education and prevention. Through 
Street Works, he has brought help to Ten-
nessee’s disenfranchised and is an inspiration 
to all who work to end this terrible disease. 
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DEDICATION OF THE ST. IGNACE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the dedication of a small town 
public library that was once a vision for a bet-
ter place to learn and discover. The vision be-
came a dream and today the vision is a re-
ality. It can best be described through the 
words of the American Writer Normal Cous-
ins—‘‘a library, to modify the famous metaphor 
of Socrates, should be the delivery room for 
the birth of ideas—a place where history 
comes to life’’. On June 18th, 2005, the City 
of St. Ignace, Michigan will dedicate their new 
library that will serve as the central location to 
explore historic knowledge, current cultural 
awareness and unlock future technological ad-
vancements. 

To fully embrace the significance of the 
work and commitment that went into the com-
pletion of this new library, we must understand 
the humble beginnings of the original public li-
brary in St. Ignace. In 1924, the first library 
began as a Civil League Library in the old City 
Hall comprised of only 100 books donated by 
the local League. For a short time following, 
the books were transferred to the LaSalle High 
School Library. However, upon the completion 
of the new Municipal Building in 1940, the 
Civic League was given a new home for their 
growing collection of over 1,000 volumes. 

The League understood that if the library 
was to continue to grow at the successful rate 
it had been, they would need an oversight 
group to maintain the collected works, so they 
established a Library Board in 1944. Within a 
short 10 year period, the library had 4,000 vol-
umes and a circulation of 10,000. In 1969, 
when the Civil League dissolved, the Library 
Board continued on with a new mission of cre-
ating a building to permanently house their li-
brary resources. 

Fourteen years later, in 1983, the 10,000 
volume collection moved out of City Hall and 
into the Spring Street building where it would 
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stay until 2005. In 1993 the library received its 
first computer and one year later began pro-
viding Internet access. Today, the St. Ignace 
Public Library has a circulation of over 22,000 
books, videos, audio books, and CD–ROMS 
and has access to six computers. 

The library informs me that over the past 10 
years they have watched their ciruculation 
grow by 57 percent. They have issued roughly 
2,000 library cards. Between the influx of peo-
ple and learning materials, their 2,600 square 
foot building could hardly keep up with the 
growth. The new library, being dedicated this 
Saturday, is 6,600 square feet and contains a 
larger children’s section and expanded com-
puter facilities. In addition, the library will con-
tain a community room for programs, lectures 
and public use making this library today’s new 
town square that will bring families together to 
share, learn and grow. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the United States House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
the St. Ignace Library Board, Funding and 
Building Committee and Steering committee 
for continuing the strong legacy of growth for 
the library and the vision to see it through. 
This nearly $1.5 million structure took many 
partners to accomplish. This was financed 
through private donations, foundations and 
state and federal grants as well as in-kind 
support went into making this happen. I was 
happy to be able to earmark two grants in the 
federal appropriations process for $175,000 
and $225,000 to help the vision of this amaz-
ing project go from dream to reality. 

Just as the City of St. Ignace is the northern 
home to the Mackinac Bridge that connects to 
our neighbors in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, 
this library bridges and connects to neighbors 
next door and across the globe. Local resi-
dents now have the opportunity to connect 
with their neighbors through learning and ac-
tivities while also connecting to those around 
the world through better access to technology. 
I applaud the St. Ignace community for their 
commitment to this great accomplishment that 
is clearly bridging them to the future. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BEAVER 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Beaver 
United Methodist Church of Beaver, Pennsyl-
vania on its 175th anniversary. 

The Beaver United Methodist Church will 
celebrate two momentous anniversaries this 
year. Not only will the congregation celebrate 
the 175th anniversary of its first meeting, but 
they will celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
meeting in its current location in Beaver, 
Pennsylvania. The church will celebrate these 
anniversaries with two months of activities, in-
cluding plays and music recitals. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the congregation Beaver United Meth-
odist Church in Beaver, Pennsylvania. It is an 
honor to represent the Fourth Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure to sa-
lute an enduring institution like Beaver United 
Methodist Church. 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLES T. 
WILKERSON 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
Sergeant Charles T. Wilkerson, 30, originally 
of Columbus, Georgia, died on May 22, 2005, 
in Iraq. Sergeant Wilkerson was assigned to 
the Army’s 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment of 
Fort Carson, Colorado, and according to initial 
reports was killed when an unknown ordnance 
detonated. His survivors include his wife Whit-
ney and his two children; his mother Tomasa 
Goodwin of Columbus; and his father, Thomas 
Wilkerson of Phenix City, Alabama. 

Charles Wilkeson was a proud father and 
had been a member of both the Marine Corps 
and the Army, Mr. Speaker. He had a strong 
faith in God, and like all soldiers he dutifully 
left behind his family and loved ones to serve 
our country overseas. 

Words cannot express the sense of sadness 
we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our country feels for his service. Sergeant 
Wilkerson died serving not just the United 
States, but the entire cause of liberty, on a 
noble mission to help spread the cause of 
freedom in Iraq and liberate an oppressed 
people from tyrannical rule He was a true 
American. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this 
mournful day. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL L. COOK 

HON. ZACH WAMP 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, after 27 years of 
serving people with intellectual disabilities, Mi-
chael L. Cook is retiring as the Executive Di-
rector of Orange Grove Center in Chat-
tanooga, TN. After receiving his Master’s de-
gree in Behavioral Disabilities, Mike Cook 
began his career as a direct support profes-
sional with Central Wisconsin Center and 
Training School. He then served as a field 
representative with the Accreditation Council 
for Individuals with Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities before coming to 
Orange Grove in 1978. During his tenure at 
Orange Grove Center, Mr. Cook transformed 
this community organization into one of the 
most respected agencies in the field of mental 
retardation in the Nation. Today, Orange 
Grove has a comprehensive, person-centered 
program serving in excess of 650 adults and 
children in a variety of settings. 

Mike Cook’s quiet dedication to improving 
the lives of individuals with intellectual disabil-
ities has been the foundation of all that Or-
ange Grove has accomplished over the years. 
Having served as Executive Director for more 
than half of the center’s 52 years, Mr. Cook 
has left an indelible mark on every aspect of 
life for the people who are in their care. Mr. 
Cook’s devotion can be best summed up in 

the words of Orange Grove’s vision statement: 
‘‘To recognize, support, and celebrate the 
qualities of the individual.’’ That has been 
Mike Cook’s vision for the past 27 years. Mr. 
Speaker, today I pay tribute and honor Orange 
Grove Center’s Mike Cook. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO WEST 
PITTSBURG UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the West Pitts-
burg United Methodist Church on its 100th an-
niversary. 

This spring, the church will celebrate the 
100th anniversary of its foundation in 1905. 
The congregation is a source of inspiration 
and symbol of strength for all its members and 
the Lawrence County community as a whole. 
In order to mark the special occasion, the 
church will host a 4 p.m. dinner to be followed 
by a 5:30 p.m. service featuring former pas-
tors who will no doubt share memories of their 
times at West Pittsburg. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the West Pittsburg United Methodist 
Church. It is an honor to represent the Fourth 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and a 
pleasure to salute an enduring institution like 
the West Pittsburg congregation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROCHE ON ITS 
ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer my congratulations on the 100th Anniver-
sary of Roche, one of the leading healthcare 
innovators in the world. Roche is a specialty 
care company that employs over 10,000 peo-
ple in America and 60,000 globally. I am 
proud to represent the 3,000 people employed 
by Roche North America at its headquarters in 
Nutley, New Jersey, in my Congressional Dis-
trict. We are fortunate that these folks chose 
to lend their tremendous talents individually 
and collectively to improving the quality of 
healthcare for us. 

For a century now, Roche has invested in 
advanced research and manufacturing tech-
niques that have yielded breakthroughs in 
healthcare. Founded in Switzerland in 1896, 
Roche’s roots in America are deep and strong, 
dating back to the opening of its New York of-
fice in 1905. From its start in Manhattan in 
1905, Roche has extended its reach to nine 
sites across the United States, with facilities in 
New Jersey, South Carolina, Colorado, Indi-
ana, and California. 

There are many examples of how Roche’s 
commitment to deepening our understanding 
of human health and developing revolutionary 
treatments and tools has reaped benefits for 
Americans. Roche’s discoveries have led to 
an immunosuppressant to help people fight off 
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