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course of thousands of lives through his work 
on behalf of individual clients, and through the 
systemic changes his work has affected. 

John was inspired to enter the legal profes-
sion after interviewing a number of lawyers in 
the black community for a research paper he 
was writing as a student at U.C. Berkeley’s 
Haas School of Business. While working as an 
accountant and later attending business 
school in the late 1960s, he was deeply 
moved by the struggle for civil rights. During 
these socially and politically volatile years, he 
was affected most by the use of attack dogs 
and other brutal tactics by the police against 
peaceful civil rights activists. After successfully 
completing his MBA at Haas, where he helped 
found the National Black MBA Association and 
served as the president of the local chapter, 
he entered U.C. Berkeley’s Boalt Hall School 
of Law in 1970 to study criminal defense and 
civil rights law. 

John first made his mark in the civil rights 
arena with the publication of the ‘‘Burris Re-
ports I and II,’’ which were the culmination of 
his investigation into the shooting of 15-year- 
old Melvin Black by Oakland police officers in 
1979. Oakland Mayor Lionel Wilson appointed 
John as an independent investigator of this 
case, and his findings provided an in-depth 
evaluation of flaws inherent in the law enforce-
ment system, and of the urgent need for re-
form. The result for John has been over two 
and a half decades of work dedicated to re-
dress for individuals and systemic reform that 
will decrease the number of people who need 
this kind of assistance. Furthermore, through-
out his professional career, he has taken on 
extensive pro bono work, helping countless in-
dividuals and families to get their cases han-
dled with efficiency, efficacy and compassion 
in a legal system that where these attributes 
are often lacking. 

Though John’s service to our community in 
the area of civil rights is truly unparalleled, his 
devotion to improving the lives of others ex-
tends far beyond the realm of direct legal as-
sistance. In addition to his active membership 
in the National Bar Association, the American 
Association of Trial Lawyers and the National 
Lawyers’ Guild, he was a founding member of 
the California Association of Black Lawyers 
and has done presentations and advocacy 
work in areas including sexual harassment, ra-
cial profiling, affirmative action, hate crimes 
and cameras in the courtroom. John has spo-
ken in churches around the Bay Area on top-
ics such as leadership, diversity and black 
family life, and has sponsored local youth ath-
letic teams for over ten years. 

John has also spoken at a number of local 
institutions of higher education, such as U.C. 
Berkeley, Golden Gate University, Vista Com-
munity College, and the law schools at Berke-
ley, Hastings, and Stanford University. At each 
institution he has taken the time to reach out 
to and mentor students at various stages of 
their education, providing them with advice 
and guidance, and often times employing 
them at his law offices. His legal work and 
community service have been recognized in a 
number of different forums throughout his life, 
and he has received dozens of prestigious 
awards such as the Clinton White Outstanding 
Trial Advocacy A ward, the Pueblo Local Hero 
Award, and the Peace and Justice Award from 
California State University, Sacramento’s Cen-
ter for African Peace and Conflict Resolution. 

On June 11, 2005, the friends and family of 
John Burris will gather to celebrate the sem-

inal achievements and tireless advocacy that 
have marked his career. In Oakland and 
across the country, John is known for being 
the champion of people whose rights, and in-
deed whose humanity, have been ignored by 
the law enforcement and criminal justice sys-
tems. As a result of John’s commitment to 
helping others, thousands of lives have been 
changed, and on behalf of the 9th Congres-
sional District, I salute and thank him for his 
service to Oakland, the Bay Area, the state of 
California and our entire country. 
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TRIBUTE TO PATRICK L. CON-
NOLLY: A MAN OF ACCOMPLISH-
MENT AND CARING 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and pay tribute to the late 
Patrick L. Connolly, a long-time resident of 
Miami and a person who unselfishly donated 
his time, intelligence and efforts to helping im-
prove the educational opportunities for thou-
sands of Floridians as a Board Member of 
Barry University in Miami Shores, Florida. 

Mr. Connolly was a special kind of man who 
really had two careers in his lifetime. He built 
a very successful career in the delivery busi-
ness in both the Minneapolis and Atlanta mar-
kets. He served as president of Air Courier 
Dispatch Inc. of Minnesota, as Chairman of 
the Board for Mail Dispatch Inc., and as presi-
dent of Courier Dispatch in Atlanta. 

When he retired from his business to live in 
South Florida, he was not content to sit back 
and simply enjoy the fruits of his labor. He be-
came actively involved in the community, join-
ing the Board of Trustees of what was then 
Barry College for Women in 1978, and re-
mained an active member of the board for 27 
years until he passed away last week. During 
this time, he planned and oversaw the growth 
of Barry into a major educational institution 
with a national reputation in health sciences 
and minority education. He helped establish a 
scholarship in the name of Barry’s 4th presi-
dent, Sister Trinita Flood. He also led an exec-
utive council which helped revise the bylaws 
for the Advisory Board of the Andreas School 
of Business. He donated generously to Barry’s 
capital campaigns, earning the designation as 
member of the Society of Founders. He be-
came a member of the University’s Covenant 
Society, by remembering Barry in his estate 
planning. 

Mr. Connolly’s name will always be associ-
ated with the institution he loved, Barry Uni-
versity. He embodied the spirit of Barry 
through his commitment and dedication to 
Catholic higher education. By any standard, 
he was a remarkable man, and he will be 
missed by his family, his friends, his extended 
family at Barry University, and by the count-
less people he never met who were given op-
portunities in life because of his efforts. 

HONORING HIS HOLINESS 
KAREKIN II 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme 
Patriarch-Catholicos of All Armenians and uni-
versal head of the Armenian Apostolic (Ortho-
dox) Church, upon his visit to the San Joaquin 
Valley. An event to celebrate his pastoral visit 
will occur on June 12, 2005 in Fresno, CA. 

His Holiness Karekin II, baptized Ktrij 
Nersissian, was born in 1951 in the village of 
Voskehat in the former Soviet Republic of Ar-
menia. In 1965, he entered the Theological 
Seminary of the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin and graduated with honors in 
1971. Upon graduation from the seminary, he 
was ordained a celibate priest, taking the reli-
gious name Karekin. 

Father Karekin then graduated from Bonn 
University in Germany while serving as pastor 
to the local Armenian community. He earned 
a postgraduate degree from the Russian Or-
thodox Academy in Zagorsk, Russia in 1979. 

In 1980 he was assigned to the Araratian 
Pontifical Diocese, the Armenian Church’s 
most populous diocese, which includes 
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia. In 1983, he 
was appointed primate of the Araratian Pontif-
ical Diocese, and was elevated to the rank of 
Bishop and subsequently to Archbishop. 

His Holiness was elected as the 132nd Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Arme-
nians on October 27, 1999 by delegates from 
Armenian Churches worldwide at a National 
Ecclesiastical Assembly, in the Republic of Ar-
menia. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor His Holiness 
Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch-Catholicos 
of All Armenians and universal head of the Ar-
menian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church, upon his 
pastoral visit to the San Joaquin Valley. I in-
vite my colleagues to join me in thanking the 
religious patriarch for his dedication to the 
service of all Armenians. 
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STATEMENT HONORING CON-
SUMERS ENERGY AND THEIR EF-
FORTS TO REDUCE EMISSIONS 
FROM THEIR POWER PLANTS 

HON. JOHN J.H. ‘‘JOE’’ SCHWARZ 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. SCHWARZ of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the efforts of a utility 
company in my district that is working dili-
gently to reduce emissions from its power 
plants. By investing in the future, Consumers 
Energy is demonstrating the understanding 
and foresight that sets it apart from its peers. 

Founded in Jackson, Michigan in 1886, 
Consumers Energy has superbly served mid- 
Michigan by providing reliable and affordable 
electricity, supporting communities, operating 
in the best interests of the public, and respect-
ing the environment. 

Consumers Energy is in the midst of an 
$815 million commitment to reduce emissions 
as part of current Federal and State require-
ments. As of March 2005, Consumers Energy 
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has already spent $543 million to comply with 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
rulings, including the requirement that power 
companies significantly reduce nitrogen oxide 
emissions from coal-fired power plants. The 
Utility is currently making separate plans for 
future investments in compliance with the 
EPA’s new Clean Air Interstate Rule and the 
Clean Air Mercury Rule, the first-ever rule for 
reducing mercury missions. Today, the air in 
Michigan is clean, and the policies pursued by 
Consumers Energy will continue the forty year 
trend of improved air quality. 

Consumers Energy operates in the belief 
that economic growth, energy demands, and 
environmental quality are inextricably linked. In 
the past 25 years, as our Nation’s economy 
has expanded, demand for electricity and 
other forms of energy have substantially in-
creased. At the same time, Consumer Energy 
consistently lowered emissions from its coal- 
fired power plants: the rate of nitrogen oxide 
emissions has been reduced 70 percent and 
the rate of sulfur dioxide emissions has been 
reduced 80 percent. Consumers Energy is ac-
tively planning to reduce these emissions even 
further as it implements the new Clean Air 
Interstate Rule. In addition, the company is 
preparing to implement the first-ever mandate 
to reduce mercury emissions under the Clean 
Air Mercury Rule. Consumers Energy is also 
participating with peer companies in the Ad-
ministration’s voluntary greenhouse gas reduc-
tion program to reduce carbon intensity, even 
though this greenhouse gas is not federally 
regulated. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am proud to offer my highest praise to Con-
sumers Energy for its extraordinary efforts to 
address air quality in the United States. This 
company’s initiative and forethought will not 
only benefit the people of the Seventh District 
and the State of Michigan, but the United 
States as a whole. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, on June 
13 and 14, 2005, I was unavoidably absent 
and rollcall votes 241–243. For the record, 
had I been present, I would have voted: No. 
241—Yea; No. 242—Yea; No. 243—Yea. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on the evening of June 13, I missed three 
Rollcall votes. 

I respectfully request the opportunity to 
record my position on Rollcall votes 241 and 
242. 

It was my intention to vote: 
‘‘Yes’’ on Rollcall 241 for S. 643—A bill to 

amend the Agricultural Credit Act of 1987 to 
reauthorize State Mediation programs. 

‘‘Yes’’ on Rollca1l 242 for H.R. 2326 to des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal 

Service located at 614 West Old County Road 
in Belhaven, North Carolina, as the ‘‘Floyd 
Lupton Post Office’’. 

At this time I would ask for unanimous con-
sent that my positions be entered into the 
RECORD following those votes or in the appro-
priate portion of the RECORD. 

f 

HONORING THE GRADUATING 
SIXTH-GRADE CLASS OF ATLAN-
TIC AVENUE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the sixth grade class of Atlantic Avenue 
Elementary School for its fundraising efforts to 
aid South-East Asia’s tsunami victims during 
their epic crisis. The class’s touching response 
to an event half a world away reflects the stu-
dents’ broad horizons and a mature apprecia-
tion for how connected we are to others. 

In response to the tsunami, these students 
organized a spirit week with fun activities re-
quiring a donation to participate. During the 
course of this week, under Mrs. Elizabeth 
Smith’s leadership, Jacquelyn Andrews, Clau-
dia Biddle, Peter Capano, Tyler Carr, Caitlin 
Cohen, Tyler Franceschini, George Gans, 
Gregory Gardner, Theodore Hagenbucher, 
Benjamin Huber, McKenna Knoettner, Marisa 
Konopka, Nichole Landis, Joshua Matchett, 
Angela Mongoni, Alexander Oswald, Jillian 
Pauls, Kathleen Quinn, John-Patrick Rabena, 
Yelaila Ramos, Andrew Snyder, Tori Southern, 
Michael Wasienko, and Samantha Wentz, sig-
nificantly surpassed their fundraising goals 
and raised an incredible $1000 to help those 
in need. These students have grown into em-
pathetic citizens and will continue to contribute 
their extraordinary talents to the betterment of 
humankind. In their dedication, ability, and 
contribution to the tsunami relief effort, the 
sixth graders of Mrs. Smith’s class are an in-
spiration to students everywhere, and indeed 
to all citizens of the Great Nation of the United 
States of America. 

On June 17, 2005, Mrs. Smith’s class will 
be joined by family and friends to celebrate 
graduation to junior high school. I am certain 
that they will carry proud memories of their ad-
mirable efforts throughout their lives. I con-
gratulate the graduating sixth grade class of 
Atlantic Avenue Elementary School for its 
noble fundraising efforts, and look forward to 
the continued success of these future leaders. 
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HONORING THE MURFREESBORO 
FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR ITS 
SAFETY EXCELLENCE 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the accomplishment of a dedi-
cated group of men and women who work to-
gether to protect and educate their community 
about fire safety: the Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee, Fire Department. 

The department has earned the Achieve-
ment Award for Excellence in Fire Safety from 
the Tennessee Municipal League. 

Each day, these men and women put their 
lives on the line to protect and help their com-
munity. They have joined with Murfreesboro 
Police and Emergency Medical Services to es-
tablish a top-notch first-responder program. 

Residents of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, can 
be proud of their fire department for receiving 
such a prestigious award. I congratulate each 
member of the department for making my 
hometown a safe and exceptional place to live 
and raise a family. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Spedker, the editorial page 
of The Richmond Times-Dispatch of Rich-
mond, Virginia, recently carried the names of 
all the service men and women from Virginia 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom from September 11, 2001, through 
May 29, 2005. 

I submit for the RECORD a copy of the edi-
torial, titled, ‘‘In Memoriam.’’ Words cannot ex-
press the appreciation of a grateful nation to 
the families of these brave men and women. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Virginians who have died in Operations 

Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom in 
America’s defense since September 11, 2001— 
listed in the order of their death. R.I.P.: 

Marine Staff Sgt. Donald C. May, Jr., 31, of 
Richmond. 

Marine Sgt. Michael V. Lalush, 23, of 
Troutville. 

Army Capt. James F. Adamouski, 29, of 
Springfield. 

Air Force Maj. William R. Watkins, III, 37, 
of Danville. 

Army 1st Lt. Jeffrey J. Kaylor, 24, of Clif-
ton. 

Marine Lance Cpl. David Edward Owens, 
Jr., 20, of Winchester. 

Army Pvt. Jason L. Deibler, 20, of Coeburn. 
Army Sgt. Michael E. Dooley, 23, of Pu-

laski. 
Army Command Sgt. Maj. James D. 

Blankenbecler, 40, of Alexandria. 
Army Capt. John R. Teal, 31, of Mechanics-

ville. 
Army 1st Lt. Joshua C. Hurley, 24, of Clif-

ton Forge. 
Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael J. 

Gray, 32, of Richmond. 
Army Spc. Frank K. Rivers, Jr., 23, of 

Woodbridge. 
Army Pfc. Andrew L. Tuazon, 21, of Chesa-

peake. 
Army 2nd Lt. Leonard M. Cowherd, 22, of 

Culpeper. 
Marine Pfc; Michael M. Carey, 20, of Prince 

George. 
Army Spc. Leslie D. Jackson, 18, of Rich-

mond. 
Army Capt. Humayun S.M. Khan, 27, of 

Bristow. 
Army Spc. Jeremy M. Dimaranan, 29, of 

Virginia Beach. 
Army Staff Sgt. Gregory V. Pennington, 

36, of Glade Spring. 
Army Staff Sgt. Robert K. McGee, 38, of 

Martinsville. 
Marine Sgt. Krisna Nachampassak, 27, of 

Burke. 
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