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services performed by customs agencies 
around the world. These agencies keep the 
world economy running smoothly by facilitating 
the movement of imports and exports even 
during this time of heightened security. 

The WCO evolved out of the Customs Co-
operation Council (CCC), which initially was a 
loose conglomeration of a few members. The 
CCC member countries were dedicated to es-
tablishing uniform rules among the varying 
customs services as a way of expediting the 
trade process. After the number of partici-
pating members surged, the CCC renamed 
itself the World Customs Organization to 
stress the true international nature of the orga-
nization. Its current membership is 164 coun-
tries, indicating the marked dedication in the 
international community to the harmonization 
of these processes to hasten the growth of the 
trade facilitation process. 

Our own agency for customs matters has 
been evolving for years to meet the ever 
growing demands of our country. After the 
world dramatically changed on September 11, 
2001, the United States had to reevaluate its 
mechanisms to facilitate the free, yet secure, 
movement of trade across our borders. The 
new offices of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) and U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) were formed within 
the Department of Homeland Security and re-
main instrumental in assuring that our border 
remains safe, yet open to the free transfer of 
goods and services which support our Amer-
ican workers, consumers, and industries. 
Thus, CBP has launched an innovative pro-
gram entitled Project Shield America, which in-
tegrates trade with homeland security issues 
by seeking to prevent the trafficking of dan-
gerous weapons into the United States by ille-
gal exporters, in addition to preventing the ille-
gal export of certain goods and commodities. 
At the same time CBP is continuing its work 
with the WCO to harmonize and unify the var-
ious customs rules which affect international 
commerce. Similarly, ICE has undertaken the 
Cornerstone project, which investigates intel-
lectual property crime, trade fraud, and finan-
cial crime. It also participates in the coordina-
tion of the Intellectual Property Rights Coordi-
nation to protect against violations of intellec-
tual property rights. 

Levels of trade are at an all-time high, with 
imports at $664 billion and $12.2 billion in du-
ties collected. The effective operation of cus-
toms operations is essential. Thanks to the 
great strides undertaken by our customs offi-
cials and by importers and exporters, 95 per-
cent of FY 2004 entries sampled were found 
to be compliant with U.S. trade laws. 

In the 108th Congress the Committee on 
Ways and Means examined the changing role 
of CBP and ICE in our hearing on Customs 
Budget Authorizations and Other Customs 
Issues. The Committee will continue its over-
sight over how CBP and ICE can effectively 
expedite the movement of goods and services 
while maintaining the safe borders we as 
Americans undoubtedly depend upon. 

I appreciate this opportunity to personally 
thank the men and women of Customs for 
their hard work in continuing to strengthen 
these vital trade relationships and their vigi-
lance in protecting our borders. I commend 
their dedication to their role of border protec-
tion while continuing to fulfill their long-estab-
lished mission of trade facilitation. 

CONTINUING CARE FOR 
RECOVERING FAMILIES ACT 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, it has only been 
a couple months since we commemorated the 
third anniversary of the most devastating at-
tack against our country since Pearl Harbor. It 
was a solemn day and an occasion to remem-
ber the men and women who perished on that 
clear Tuesday morning. For the families of the 
victims, September 11 will always be a difficult 
date on the calendar. Like the World Trade 
Center families, the Pentagon families, and 
the families of first responders, the families of 
the greater Boston area experienced this trag-
edy personally as two of the four planes in-
volved took off from Logan Airport carrying 
their loved ones. 

Unfortunately, for many of these brave fami-
lies, their difficult days are not over. Many of 
the families who continue to struggle are now 
faced with the loss of their eligibility through 
the low-cost COBRA health insurance pro-
gram. 

The COBRA program is intended to provide 
stability to families as they go through a major 
life transition, and for 120 days following the 
trauma of September 11th, it provided critical 
health insurance for families in Massachusetts, 
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Virginia, 
and elsewhere who lost a loved one. This 
temporary assistance has already expired for 
many of these families and without this legisla-
tion, more families will lose their eligibility. 
Without the security of this program they must 
struggle to find affordable coverage in the pri-
vate market, pay enormous health care pre-
miums or go without health insurance. 

The families who had their loved ones taken 
away on September 11th have suffered and 
lost enough. The least we can do for these 
brave Americans is provide them with contin-
ued access to stable and affordable health in-
surance. 

That is why Senator KENNEDY and I are in-
troducing the ‘‘Continuing Care for Recovering 
Families Act.’’ This legislation will allow fami-
lies of victims of September 11th to buy health 
care coverage under the federal COBRA pro-
gram—the temporary low-cost continuation of 
coverage available for those who change their 
job, lose their job or for families that lose their 
chief income earner through death. 

The families who lost their loved ones on 
September 11th continue to face the hardship 
and trauma of that devastating day with cour-
age and determination. We should do what-
ever we can to ease the pain of these brave 
Americans, and I am proud to be introducing 
legislation today with Senator KENNEDY to pro-
vide these families with continued access to 
low-cost, quality health care. 

I urge the Congress to act quickly to ensure 
that these brave families not have to go with-
out the security and piece of mind that med-
ical insurance provides. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FRIEND-
SHIP PACT BETWEEN THE AMER-
ICAN RED CROSS IN GREATER 
NEW YORK AND JERUSALEM 
MAGEN DAVID ADOM 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 1, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
share with my distinguished colleagues an ar-
ticle in the January 27, 2005 issue of the New 
York Sun regarding the recent announcement 
by the American Red Cross in Greater New 
York that it intends to forge a partnership with 
the Jerusalem Magen David Adom, a branch 
of Israel’s emergency medical, ambulance, 
blood and disaster services. 

The article, by Meghan Clyne, a Staff Re-
porter for the Sun, is as follows: 

Entering where the international commu-
nity fears to tread, the Greater New York 
chapter of the American Red Cross has 
signed a friendship pact with the Jerusalem 
Magen David Adom, Israel’s Red Cross soci-
ety. The International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies recognizes 
as full members 181 national Red Cross orga-
nizations—including those from Iran, Cuba 
and North Korea—but not Israel’s. 

On February 9, a delegation from the Jeru-
salem MDA—Magen David Adom means Red 
Star of David—is scheduled to visit New 
York as part of a continuing exchange be-
tween the societies, to learn from the work 
undertaken by the New York Red Cross, ac-
cording to officials from the New York chap-
ter. In late November the New Yorkers jour-
neyed to Israel, where they met with MDA 
officials in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and vis-
ited a settlement to observe how the MDA 
responds to, and prepares for, emergency sit-
uations. At the end of the trip, members of 
the New York and Jerusalem groups signed a 
memorandum of understanding making the 
cooperation official. 

One of the benefits of that cooperation is 
increased training in responding to terrorist 
attacks, the CEO of the American Red Cross 
in Greater New York, Terry Bischoff, said. 

‘‘Certainly we believe that given issues 
Israel has unfortunately had to deal with 
around disasters and terrorism responses, 
there are things we can learn from them to 
enhance our response capability,’’ she said. 
In exchange, Ms. Bischoff said, the Ameri-
cans are more experienced in providing men-
tal-health and other support services to vic-
tims of terrorist attacks and other disasters, 
an expertise the Israelis hoped to learn from 
in dealing with the aftermath of suicide 
bombings and other attacks. 

The New York-Jerusalem cooperation 
‘‘really builds on a 50-year history . . . the 
American Red Cross has always been sup-
portive of bringing the MDA into the Red 
Cross movement,’’ Ms. Bischoff said. While 
the MDA is not an official voting member of 
the international federation, Israel’s na-
tional Red Cross organization enjoys bilat-
eral friendship agreements with several 
other countries, including France and Bul-
garia in addition to America. Ms. Bischoff 
said those agreements—and greater working 
relationships between the MDA and other 
nations’ Red Cross and Red Crescent organi-
zations—are helpful to the cause of getting 
Israel fully recognized by the international 
Red Cross apparatus. 

For its part, Ms. Bischoff added, the Amer-
ican Red Cross signed a friendship agreement 
with the MDA in 2002 and has withheld $25 
million in dues from the International Fed-
eration of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
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societies since 2000. It has continued, how-
ever, to make contributions to the field work 
of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. 

The director of the international depart-
ment of Magen David Adom, Yonatan 
Yagodovsky, said he did not see the lack of 
formal international recognition as a major 
stumbling block to the MDA’s work. ‘‘This is 
a political obstacle that will be overcome,’’ 
Mr. Yagodovsky said. 

He said that while the MDA still hopes to 
receive official recognition, ‘‘there aren’t 
any clouds above the relationship between 
Magen David Adom and the international 
movement.’’ Mr. Yagodovsky cited the 
MDA’s recent tsunami-relief work alongside 
other Red Cross societies as an example. 

Magen David Adom was established in 1930 
and was denied admission to the inter-
national Red Cross community by one vote 
in 1949, a year after Israel declared state-
hood. 

Mr. Speaker, I request that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing the American Red 
Cross in Greater New York for its forward- 
thinking agreement with Jerusalem Magen 
David Adom. It is my hope that the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies will soon join its New York 
chapter and officially recognize Magen David 
Adom as a full member of the organization. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARK 
GOMEZ 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life of a very special young man, 
Mark Gomez, who recently passed away at 
age 18. Mark and his parents, Mona and Rudy 
Gomez, impacted my life very deeply along 
with many of my staff. Mark was a quietly de-
termined young man who never let his dev-
astating diagnosis of Duchenne Muscular Dys-
trophy interfere with his desire to attend 
school or excel in his classes. Neither did his 
parents, Mona and Rudy. 

When he could not attend public school on 
his own, they adjusted their work schedules 
(as U.S. Postal Service employees) so that 
one of them, usually Rudy, could serve as his 
attendant. Just as remarkably, Mark loved 
trains. He rode them and drew beautifully de-
tailed pictures of them. One of his pictures 
hangs in the Santa Barbara Amtrak Station. 
Just last year, he fulfilled his longtime dream 
of circumnavigating the United States by train. 

I first met the Gomez family when Mark en-
rolled in kindergarten at Peabody Charter 
School in Santa Barbara. I was the school 
Nurse. From the first, making it through the 
day was a challenge. As his muscles grew 
weaker and his dependence became more 
acute, his determination seemed to grow. His 
parents hosted a fundraiser for the Duchenne 
Parent Project and family and friends came 
from far and wide. 

When I first ran for public office, Mark, Rudy 
and Mona were super volunteers. We are 
among those who mourn his passing and are 
touched by his legacy. So are students, family 
and staff at Peabody Charter, La Colina Jr. 
High and Dos Pueblos High School where 
Mark had just begun his senior year. 

Mark’s steady determination and positive 
outlook on life, despite his challenges, reminds 
all of us to be strong in the face of adversity. 
His spirit and passion live on through his art-
work, and his enthusiasm for life will always 
be remembered. I pledge to Mark’s parents to 
dedicate my efforts to combat Duchenne Mus-
cular Dystrophy to the memory of their son. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHLEEN DOYLE 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Kathleen Doyle of Petaluma, California, 
who is retiring from a long and illustrious ca-
reer as a small business owner and commu-
nity advocate. Kathleen and Maggie, her 13- 
year-old pet schnauzer, will soon be moving to 
a new home in Arlington, South Dakota to live 
closer to her immediate family. 

A professional CPA, Kathleen leaves behind 
the accounting firm she established as well as 
many friends and associates who will miss her 
expertise, civic experience, and companion-
ship. She has just completed a decade on the 
Santa Rosa Junior College Board of Trustees 
where she was relied upon for tracking the 
budget for other Board members. 

An active participant in the fabric of 
Petaluma’s civic life, Kathleen was a founding 
member of the Petaluma Woman’s Club II and 
served on the Petaluma Chamber of Com-
merce Board (as President), the Sonoma 
County Civil Service Commission, the 
Petaluma Planning Commission, The 
Petaluma chapter of the Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Club (as President), and the 
Petaluma Valley Hospital Foundation. She 
was also treasurer for the Woolsey For Con-
gress campaign. 

Kathleen’s new home in a town of 900 will 
be near her two sisters and their families. She 
also plans to spend time traveling, perhaps to 
escape the below-zero temperatures of the Ar-
lington winters. 

Mr. Speaker, Kathleen Doyle has been an 
inspiration to many in the Petaluma commu-
nity. It is hard to imagine the city without her. 
However, we know that Petaluma’s loss will 
be Arlington’s gain. Good luck to Kathleen in 
her new life. 

f 

COMMENDING COUNTRIES AND OR-
GANIZATIONS FOR MARKING 
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF LIBERA-
TION OF AUSCHWITZ 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ARTUR DAVIS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, as we 
convene for the beginning of the 109th Con-
gress, one of our first acts is the commemora-
tion of the 60th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz. We remember the heroic forces 
that brought an end to the brutal atrocities 
against mankind, and we necessarily remem-
ber the death camp itself, the immoral center 
of last century’s greatest genocide. 

We understand better today than we did 
then that the purpose of genocide, racism, of 
anti-Semitism, is the degradation of the spirit 
of the victims and their kind. It is the malice 
of group hatred that reigned at Auschwitz. 
Consequently, our moral necessity today is to 
leave bigotry without any safe ground to stand 
upon. A false understanding of our liberal val-
ues sometimes leads us to refrain from at-
tacks on intolerance—the harder truth is that 
we should put our liberal values in fierce com-
petition with religious and ethnic hatred, and 
deploy those values to counter the demonizing 
of race and sects that still goes on. 

Freedom is a worldwide value worth defend-
ing and expanding. To be won, that struggle 
too must be informed by remembrance: Free-
dom fares very well in the tolerant places in 
the human condition and never lasts long in 
the bigoted, hateful, mean spirited places. 

Mr. Speaker that is one reason we pass this 
resolution today—to link our current struggles 
to our past ones. 

Never Again, Never Forget 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, January 26, 2005, I was unable to be 
present during consideration of H.R. 54, to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to provide 
reasonable standards for congressional gold 
medals. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on the Crowley amendment No. 2 
(rollcall 10); ‘‘no’’ on the Crowley amendment 
No. 3 (rollcall 11); ‘‘nay’’ on the Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions (rollcall 12); and 
‘‘aye’’ on passage of H.R. 54 (rollcall 13). 

f 

RECOGNIZING RONNIE GAGE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today to recognize Ronnie Gage for his 
commitment to the people and City of 
Lewisville, Texas. Mr. Gage, Director of Ath-
letics for Lewisville Independent School Dis-
trict, was recently selected as ‘‘Citizen of the 
Year.’’ 

The honor and dedication of Mr. Gage to his 
community should serve as an example to us 
all. His service extends from aiding and guid-
ing students in their pursuit of higher edu-
cation, to overseeing a ‘‘Fill-the-Helmet’’ fund-
raising drive for an injured player. Mr. Gage’s 
efforts to promote Lewisville continue today as 
he serves as President of the Texas High 
School Coaches Association. His talents are 
now recognized around the state. 

Coach Gage chooses not only to involve 
himself in his community, but also to recruit 
others to be involved. His effort to help those 
who need it most grew out of his philanthropic 
life through organizations such as Christian 
Community Action and the YMCA. For thirteen 
wonderful years, Mr. Gage has honored the 
City of Lewisville with his care and devotion. 
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