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ravages of alcoholism while still barely a 
teenager. 

A young Malcolm witnessed the steady 
dysfuctionality of a home broken up by the 
demise of the main breadwinner and the 
rapid decline into depression and alcoholism 
of a mother unable to cope with the sheer 
burden of raising a family alone. The end re-
sult was that Malcolm’s mother was forced 
to parcel off the children to family and 
mends because she was unable to adequately 
provide for them. 

Of course, to many Black people around 
the world this sounds very familiar and is a 
situation that has been duplicated over and 
over again in the Black family even in 2005 
on the anniversary of his birth. 

But when all is said and done the reason 
why Malcolm X was able to elevate himself 
from nonentity, ‘‘Detroit Red,’’ a two-bit 
street hustler, to one of the most gifted and 
eloquent leaders of the 20th century, was due 
mainly to his conversion, while in jail, to the 
religion of lslam. 

The early Malcolm, still bitter from his ex-
periences with racism, still hurting from 
being separated from his family and in par-
ticularly his mother that he loved deeply, 
was a narrow-minded bigot who saw the 
white man as ‘‘a blond blue-eyed devil.’’ And 
even as he embraced the Quran and was 
riding the wave to the top of the Black Mus-
lim religious hierarchy, Malcolm still be-
lieved that the problems facing the Black 
race, especially in a still segregated and 
prejudiced America, were the deliberate cre-
ation of ‘‘evil’’ individual White men. 

That is why he uttered his famous epitaph 
on the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy calling it a case of ‘‘chickens com-
ing home to roost.’’ But while the statement 
appeared to be fundamentally callous and in-
sensitive to the brutal slaying of a United 
States president, on closer examination and 
analysis it could be interpreted to mean that 
the climate of hostility and racial hatred 
which was poisoning American society on 
November 22, 1963 spawned such activities 
which resulted. 

And although felled by several assassins’ 
bullets in New York’s Harlem Audobon Ball-
room on February 21, 1965, Malcolm X’s cul-
tural currency has only increased in the last 
four decades. Part of his appeal has to do 
with the controversial figure that he was and 
his oftentimes uncompromising in-your-face, 
no-sell-out stance that he took when dealing 
with white American society and questions 
of Black oppression. It is this militant revo-
lutionary charisma that still finds accept-
ance especially by inner city youths who are 
today still struggling to be free. 

Just as he was controversial in life, so too 
he is in death. In 2005 there are still many 
unanswered questions about just who was be-
hind his assassination. Following Malcolm’s 
break with the Nation of Islam (NOI) in 1964, 
enmity grew between him and the Nation of 
Islam leader Elijah Muhammad. Most mem-
bers of the group hated Malcolm for ‘‘defam-
ing’’ Muhammad’s name. 

An FBI memo, uncovered during a congres-
sional probe of the agency’s notorious 
COINTLPRO (Counter Intelligence Program) 
program, suggests that it was the agency, 
which hated Malcolm’s guts, that used agent 
provocateurs planted inside the NOI to fuel 
and foster factional disputes and nurture ha-
tred for Malcolm ultimately culminating in 
his killing. It was no secret that FBI direc-
tor, J. Edgar Hoover, wanted Malcolm dead. 

But no matter the circumstances of his un-
timely death, or who was to blame, Malcolm 
X has left a towering legacy of selfless sac-
rifice to the greater good of mankind. In less 
than four decades he made the extraordinary 
journey from an ordinary man to a leader 
with international standing ultimately 

transformed by the power of his pilgrimage 
to Mecca. It was this change and his new and 
profound understanding of the root causes of 
oppression, exploitation and racism that 
thrust him on a new path to liberating his 
people. He became in the process, EI-Hajj 
Malik EI-Shabazz, the liberated Black Moses 
of his people as he saw the emancipation of 
Blacks in America as inextricably entwined 
and linked with the liberation processes in 
the Caribbean, in Europe and Africa. Mal-
colm X will be remembered as one of the 
clear Black voices of reason whose every 
thought and action was based on sound 
moral political principles. As we remember 
him on his 80th Birthday and 40 years after 
he was brutally murdered it is correct to say 
that his legacy still lives on. 

Today, history looks kindly on Malcolm X 
and a generation of young Black leaders all 
over the world remember him for his mili-
tant activism and strong uncompromising 
leadership. He was truly a ‘‘Black Moses’’ 
who chose his own path to lead his people. 
Cut down before his mission was accom-
plished we can only wonder at what this ex-
traordinary model of human transformation 
and sound moral principles would have ac-
complished had he lived. We can only specu-
late. But Malcolm X achieved in life what 
many, many would take two and even three 
lifetimes to achieve. That is his legacy and 
his lasting gift to his people. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 7, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I regret that 
official business forced me to miss rollcall 
votes 223–227 on May 26, 2005. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall vote No. 223, On Ordering the 
Previous Question providing for consideration 
of H.R. 2528, the Military Quality of Life and 
VA Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2006, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 224, On Agreeing to the 
Melancon Amendment to H.R. 2528, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 225, On Agreeing to the 
Blumenauer Amendment to H.R. 2528, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 226, passage of H.R. 
2528, the Military Quality of Life and VA Ap-
propriations bill for Fiscal Year 2006, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ . 

On rollcall vote No. 227, On Agreeing to the 
Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 3, the 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO LAWSON AND JEANNE 
HAMILTON AS GRADUATES OF 
DISTINCTION 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2005 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a remarkable West Virginia cou-
ple, Lawson and Jeanne Hamilton, who are 
being honored by The Education Alliance as 
Graduates of Distinction. 

‘‘Graduates of Distinction’’ was established 
by The Education Alliance to recognize and 

honor graduates of West Virginia public 
schools who have attained national or inter-
national acclaim in their professions and for 
their loyalty to West Virginia. 

Lawson Hamilton graduated from Charles-
ton High School and went on to become the 
owner of Ford Coal Company, a major pro-
ducer which provided good jobs for West Vir-
ginians for decades. 

Jeanne Hamilton graduated from Elkview 
High School and has been a leader in many 
civic and community programs in addition to 
being named ‘‘Mrs. West Virginia Mother of 
the Year.’’ 

As testament to the value they have placed 
on their educations, Lawson and Jeanne have 
sponsored wonderful reunions for graduates of 
Charleston High School, keeping traditions 
and relationships strong and vibrant even as 
the student body now enjoys grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. They are true believ-
ers in education and the arts. 

Lawson and Jeanne Hamilton could have 
taken the skills they gained in public school 
and launched successful careers anywhere, 
but chose to put them to work putting West 
Virginians to work. Our State is sincerely ap-
preciative. Their bountiful nature and giving 
spirits are unmatched. 

We are taught always to leave a place bet-
ter than we have found it. Lawson and Jeanne 
have transformed our community in many 
ways throughout their lives, and all West Vir-
ginians and Americans should honor them 
today. 
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 2746 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 7, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, in his State of the 
Union address on February 27, 2001, Presi-
dent George W. Bush stood in these very 
chambers and correctly stated, ‘‘No senior in 
America should have to choose between buy-
ing food and buying prescriptions.’’ Unfortu-
nately, two years later, Congress passed a bill 
that did not solve that problem. 

The Medicare Modernization Act fails to pro-
tect the eligibility of low-income seniors for 
other Federal assistance programs. The stat-
ute mandates that use of the transitional dis-
count drug cards will not affect eligibility for 
Federal assistance programs, like food 
stamps. However, such protection is not ex-
tended to the permanent prescription drug 
benefit, which will be fully implemented on 
January 1, 2006. 

On May 4, 2005, the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) notified poten-
tial beneficiaries of the Medicare low-income 
subsidy that they may qualify for extra help 
paying prescription costs. However, this poten-
tial extra help comes with a caveat: If you 
qualify for extra help, your food stamps may 
decline. Recipients of the minimum food 
stamp benefit will see their benefits end. 

It is unconscionable to offer a ‘‘low-income 
subsidy’’ that is contingent on beneficiaries 
forgoing another necessary commodity. The 
lowest income seniors should not have to 
choose between getting help with their ex-
penses for prescription drugs or food. 

Today, I introduced H.R. 2746, legislation 
that would fix this problem with the Medicare 
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Modernization Act. It is a simple correction 
that extends to the permanent drug benefit the 
same protection for Federal assistance pro-
gram eligibility provided in the transitional drug 
benefit. I encourage Members to support this 
bill. 

Congress and the Bush Administration have 
repeatedly affirmed that low-income seniors 
should not have to choose between food and 
prescription drugs. Our actions as a body 
have not lived up to that commitment. Con-
gress should act quickly to fix this flaw in the 
Medicare Modernization Act so that the most 
vulnerable among us are not faced with an im-
possible choice. 
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CONGRATULATING ARACELI 
LOZANO, SMALL BUSINESS AD-
VOCATE WOMEN CHAMPION OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Araceli Lozano, Small Business Advocate 
Women Champion of the Year. 

Araceli is the Director of the Laredo Devel-
opment Foundation Small Business Develop-
ment Center (SBDC), which was established 
to provide vision and leadership to develop, 
encourage, promote and protect the business 
interests of the Laredo metropolitan area. 

As Director, Araceli works to provide oppor-
tunities, motivation, and guidance to current 
and potential small business owners. Under 
the stewardship of Ms. Lozano, the SBDC 
team has achieved an outstanding track 
record, meeting and exceeding each coun-
seling and training goal. Araceli has consist-
ently reached out to small business owners in 
rural communities, providing direction to en-
hance the business skills of these blossoming 
entrepreneurs. 

I am honored to recognize Araceli Lozano 
as the Small Business Advocate Women 
Champion of the Year. Araceli’s dedication 
and devotion to the growth and success of 
small businesses is truly admirable. 
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CONGRATULATING ALICIA 
ESPINOZA, SMALL BUSINESS AD-
VOCATE FINANCIAL CHAMPION 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Alicia Espinoza, Small Business Advocate 
Financial Champion of the Year. 

Alicia works as a Commercial Loan Officer 
for the Commerce Bank where she makes and 
services all types of loans. With over 9 years 
banking experience, Ms. Espinoza offers cli-
ents a wealth of banking knowledge and finan-
cial understanding. 

Alicia strives to provide personalized atten-
tion to her customers. She knows them all by 
their names, not their account numbers. By of-
fering each customer individualized consider-
ation and tailored advice, she is able to maxi-

mize the success of her business transactions. 
Alicia works hard to serve the needs of her cli-
ents, often working beyond a banker’s tradi-
tional hours. 

I am honored to recognize Alicia Espinoza 
as the Small Business Advocate Financial 
Champion of the Year. Alicia’s exceptional ef-
forts continue to perpetuate the economic and 
social development of her community. 
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THE COMMENCEMENT MESSAGE 
OF DR. DAVID JEFFERSON 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2005 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the success and contributions of Dr. David 
Jefferson, Sr. A graduate of Grambling State 
University, David has been a role model and 
example for a generation of Grambling stu-
dents and others who have met him. 

In the last thirty years, David has risen up 
the ranks in the business community and has 
developed an impressive reputation amongst 
his colleagues as a fair and wise business 
leader. He currently serves as the President 
and CEO of JNET Communications, LLC and 
is a member of the board of directors of SBLI 
USA Mutual Life Insurance Company, Inc. He 
has succeeded in bringing the talents of a 
young Louisianan and the lessons of a note-
worthy academic institution into the decision- 
making of two major corporations. 

Beginning in 2003, JNET has provided a 
suite of technology and technology-related 
services to telephone companies, cable tele-
vision systems, and other businesses. The 
company has created a number of job oppor-
tunities in minority and low-income commu-
nities. Through its Up the Ladder training pro-
gram, it has trained individuals in these com-
munities to work as call center experts, cus-
tomer acquisition and expansion experts, and 
maintenance and installation experts. David 
has been successful in managing an organiza-
tion that creates jobs for the community and 
the people that surround him. 

Dr. Jefferson is also a senior pastor of the 
Metropolitan Baptist Church of Newark. 
Founded in 1938, Metropolitan Baptist has 
one of the largest congregations in Newark. It 
has over 80 ministries ranging from choirs and 
church services to ecommerce and edu-
cational development. David has effectively 
used the church to address the economic and 
social needs of his congregation and has 
worked to improve the livelihood of his com-
munity. 

David is also a willing community activist. 
He divides his time with a number of social 
and religious organizations dedicated to mak-
ing an impact on the community. He is enthu-
siastically involved in the actions of civil rights 
organizations, legal associations, and a fra-
ternal order. In addition, David is the director 
and co-chair of 1,000 Churches Connected 
Initiative. His commitment to the community 
and involvement in its development is a testa-
ment to the importance of daily activism and 
individual responsibility. 

Dr. Jefferson is a wonderful role model for 
generations of Americans. He effectively com-
bines the intuitiveness and aggressiveness of 
the business community with the compassion 

and care of the neighborhood. He is a dedi-
cated leader to the economic and social fabric 
of this country and should be recognized for 
his role in shaping and developing the indi-
vidual, the family, and the community. 

Dr. Jefferson bestowed his sage advice on 
the graduating class of Grambling State Uni-
versity Sunday, May 22. He advised the grad-
uates of his keys to success and reminded 
them of the importance of community service, 
determination, and commitment to their life. I 
would like to share with this body the thought-
ful words of Dr. David Jefferson at the com-
mencement of Grambling State University. I 
submit for the RECORD the prepared text of 
that commencement address. 
‘‘ACHIEVING YOUR DREAMS AND HOPES’’; 

GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCE-
MENT ADDRESS, MAY 22, 2005 
To Dr. Judson, the president of this inter-

nationally renowned, remarkable, historical 
institution; Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees; faculty; administrators; staff; parents; 
friends; loved ones; and last but certainly 
not least the Graduating Class of 2005. When 
you travel and see the condition of our 
young people . . . to see those who have 
reached this level, they deserve a message 
from us that we are proud of their accom-
plishments. 

Today represents a major milestone and 
one of significant meaning and enormous joy 
and fulfillment for all of us. For the grad-
uates and their families, because your hard 
work, sacrifice and perseverance has finally 
yielded the first installment of your divi-
dends. It’s significant for this great institu-
tion because there is a spirit of revival and 
rebirth in the air at GSU. 

I am excited and encouraged about what is 
happening at my Alma Mater. The campus is 
receiving a long overdue facelift, buildings 
are being constructed, dorms are being ren-
ovated, academic curriculums are being re-
evaluated, and there is a vision and hope for 
tomorrow. 

For me it’s significant because I have been 
invited back to my roots, the place where I 
started my journey and received my founda-
tion for higher academic training. This is the 
institution that equipped me and prepared 
me for my MBA work in finance at the Uni-
versity of Dayton. It is this institution that 
also equipped me to pursue legal studies at 
Capital Law School; a Master’s of Theology 
at Drew University; and another master’s de-
gree from one of the top schools in the 
world—the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. It is this institution that paved the 
way for me to become the Pastor of the Met-
ropolitan Baptist Church in Newark, N.J. 
which has nearly 6,000 members, and now the 
President and CEO of JNET Communica-
tions. After 34 years I have been invited back 
to give this commencement address and 
that’s a marvelous blessing. So do not let 
anyone tell you Grambling is not a great 
school. Without this school I wouldn’t be 
where I am today. 

I am very humbled and emotional, but very 
excited. And I want to thank Dr. Judson for 
inviting me to address this class. I’ve re-
ceived a number of prestigious honors in my 
life, many of which were absolutely out-
standing. However, in my estimation, this 
tops them all. To stand here today is ex-
tremely significant to me. Everywhere I go 
young people constantly inquire, ‘‘Dr. Jeffer-
son, how have you achieved such significant 
accomplishments and what advice would you 
give college students?’’ And that’s what I 
want to focus on briefly: achieving your 
dreams and hopes. 

The first thing I have to admit is it has not 
been easy—you really do have to learn how 
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