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of progress and success for the community he
has served for more than three decades.

Half a century ago, Thomas began his ca-
reer as an advertising media trainee. Fifty
years later, he has directed campaigns for
some of America’s greatest corporate lumi-
naries, founded his own innovative franchise,
and supervised operations for three nationally
successful magazines.

Despite his national success, Thomas has
never faltered in his commitment to his local
community. During his years as the Mayor of
Port Washington North, Thomas has overseen
the construction of hundreds of housing devel-
opments built for the elderly as well as the en-
actment of important safety ordinances in the
housing and public health sectors. He has
watched an entire generation grow into a thriv-
ing community under his tenure. Thomas
steps down from his municipal office after thir-
ty-four years as the longest-serving mayor in
New York State.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize such
an accomplished individual and commend
Mayor Thomas J. Pellegrino for his years of
dedicated service to his community. On behalf
of his wife, his five children, his fifteen grand-
children, and the Village of Port Washington
North, | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to please join me in honoring
Mayor Thomas J. Pellegrino and wishing him
many years of success as he celebrates his
well deserved retirement.

——————

HONORING THE STUDENTS
HALF HOLLOW  HILLS
SCHOOL EAST

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the students from Half Hollow
Hills High School in Dix Hills, New York for
their hard work in the “We the People: the Cit-
izen and the Constitution” national finals.

The students, Jason Albert, Matt Bernstein,
Bryan Cowan, Jennifer Crupi, Arielle
Davidsohn, Danielle Gold, Chelsea Gordon,
Brittnay Hershkowitz, Joelle Lichtman, Priya
Murthy, Lindsay Nussbaum, Liz Oren, Josh
Parker, Sylvia Qu, Beth Reisfeld, Dan Rob-
erts, Jill Rubino, Alida Salins, Aaron Schwartz,
Ben Seleznow, Jen Signet, Soyoon Sung, Jes-
sica Wasserman, Matt Young, and Jen Zhao,
led by their teacher Scott Edwards, dem-
onstrated a remarkable understanding of the
fundamental ideals and values of American
constitutional government.

It is truly an honor to call these outstanding
young Americans my constituents. Their suc-
cess in the competition is also a testament to
the excellent teachers at Half Hollow Hills East
High School and elsewhere on Long Island.

| offer my congratulations on their hard-won
honorable mention and commend these stu-
dents on their dedication to the study of the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

OF
HIGH
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TRIBUTE TO THE 2005 NATIONAL
PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to the
47th annual Puerto Rican Day Parade, which
will be held on June 12, 2005 in New York
City. This parade, which celebrates the herit-
age of the Puerto Rican people, is one of the
largest outdoor events in the United States.

The first New York Puerto Rican Day pa-
rade, held on Sunday, April 12, 1958 in “El
Barrio” in Manhattan was a wonderful event
presented in the heart of the city’s Puerto
Rican community. In 1995, the overwhelming
success of the parade prompted organizers to
increase its size, and transform it into a na-
tional affair now known as the National Puerto
Rican Day Parade. This magnificent New York
institution now includes patrticipation from dele-
gates representing thirty one states, including
Alaska and Hawaii and attracts over 3 million
parade goers every year.

The great success that this parade has en-
joyed over the years is a result of the tireless
work of many individuals from all walks of
life—who are dedicated to preserving and
celebrating Puerto Rican heritage and culture.
Leading this effort is the National Puerto Rican
Day Parade, Inc., a non-profit organization
founded in 1995 with the mission of increasing
the self awareness and pride of the Puerto
Rican people in order to promote economic
development, education, cultural recognition,
and advancement.

The Parade up New York’s Fifth Avenue,
while certainly the most visible aspect of the
celebration of the Puerto Rican people, is not
the only event associated with the National
Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc.’s activities.
More than 10,000 people each year attend a
variety of award ceremonies, banquets and
cultural events which not only help to highlight
but also strengthen the special relationship
shared by Puerto Ricans and the City of New
York. Over the years, the two have developed
a symbiotic relationship—Puerto Ricans shar-
ing a vibrant and beautiful culture and helping
to turn New York into a bilingual city and the
City of New York helping Puerto Ricans to
flourish economically, politically and culturally.
The annual parade captures the spirit of this
special relationship and celebrates its suc-
cess.

Mr. Speaker, as a Puerto Rican, a New
Yorker, and a Member of Congress, it is an
honor to participate in this national event
every year in which thousands of individuals
march along Fifth Avenue in celebration. The
National Puerto Rican Day Parade is a com-
munal cultural treasure, national in scope and
impact, and one that unites all New Yorkers.
| ask my colleagues to join me in paying trib-
ute to the Puerto Rican people and to all who
have worked to ensure that the upcoming pa-
rade is a success.
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STEM CELL THERAPEUTIC AND
RESEARCH ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM RAMSTAD

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 24, 2005

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, | recently
joined with nearly all members of this body in
voting for H.R. 2520, the Stem Cell Thera-
peutic and Research Act.

This important piece of public health legisla-
tion will help increase awareness of the possi-
bility of using cord blood to improve access to
blood-forming stem cell transplants and re-
search.

| also want to take a moment to bring atten-
tion to another aspect of this bill, the reauthor-
ization of the National Bone Marrow Registry.

Since its inception in 1986, the Registry has
enjoyed strong bipartisan support and has
been committed to helping people who need a
lifesaving marrow or blood cell transplant.

The National Marrow Donor Program
(NMDP) has successfully operated the Na-
tional Bone Marrow Registry through a com-
petitive contract renewed every 5 years.

The NMDP maintains the largest listing of
volunteer donors and cord blood units in the
world, supports patients and their doctors
throughout the transplant process and
matches patients with the best marrow donor
or cord blood unit.

This past November, the NMDP celebrated
an important milestone when it facilitated its
20,000th transplant.

The NMDP has worked diligently to increase
the diversity of the National Bone Marrow
Registry so that all Americans have access to
lifesaving blood-forming stem cell transplants
by increasing donations from racial and ethnic
minorities and incorporating umbilical cord
blood units as a new source of cells.

The NMDP also provides transplant centers
with the logistical support patients need from
the moment a physician initiates a search.

The NMDP provides expert advice on
searching the National Registry, coordinates
the testing of cord blood units and adult do-
nors, ensures that the correct cells are ob-
tained and delivered as directed by the physi-
cian, and assists patients with insurance, trav-
el and other needs that arise as part of the
transplant process.

These programs help doctors focus on car-
ing for their patients and helps patients and
their families focus on what is important—get-
ting well.

| salute the NMDP for all it does to help pa-
tients, and | am pleased Congress was able to
pass H.R. 2520.

———

SECURELY PROTECT YOURSELF
AGAINST CYBER TRESPASS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2005

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
crafting this legislation, the members of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce have
endeavored to understand and take into ac-
count benign and reasonable functions in-
volved with network management, as well as
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standard functionalities of the Internet. In that
spirit, section 5(b) provides that the Act does
not apply to monitoring or interaction with a
subscriber’s Internet or other network connec-
tion or service, or a protected computer, to the
extent that the monitoring or interaction is for
security purposes, diagnostics, technical sup-
port, or repair, or for the detection or preven-
tion of fraudulent activities. In significant part,
the intent of this provision is to ensure that
providers of Internet services (such as tele-
communications carriers and cable operators)
have the ability to conduct activities necessary
to maintain the integrity of their systems. For
instance, large-scale telecommunications car-
riers may not be held liable under the Act for
enterprise-level management and mainte-
nance activities within their own networks.

| would like to add that, in keeping with our
Committee’s bipartisan process, | am author-
ized to say that my distinguished colleague,
Ranking Member DINGELL, agrees with this un-
derstanding of our bill.

———————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT O. BONNELL,
JR.

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to Robert Bonnell, Jr. in
recognition of his outstanding work at the Edu-
cational Opportunities Program (EOP). A resi-
dent of Baltimore, Maryland, he has worked
tirelessly to ensure that Baltimore high school
students stay in school.

Robert Bonnell founded the EOP in 1986
with the goal of reducing the high school drop-
out rate in Baltimore. His program assigns a
counselor to individual high school students
starting in the 9th grade. The counselor then
works with that individual for four years to help
them overcome obstacles to graduation. In ad-
dition, his program encourages students to fur-
ther their education by attending college, en-
rolling in a trade school, or seeking an appren-
ticeship.

Mr. Bonnell’s efforts have resulted in a 73%
high school graduation rate for participants in
the program. Sixty percent of EOP students
are accepted into college after matriculation.
Other participants actively seek postgraduate
employment.

His commitment to his country did not begin
with the EOP. He served in the U.S. Air Force,
the U.S. Navy, and the U.S. Marine Corps
from 1942-1953. He is a successful business-
man, philanthropist, and patriot. He and his
wife Barbara have a large, loving family that
includes five children, ten grandchildren and
six great grandchildren.

| urge my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in celebrating the
work of Robert Bonnell, Jr. His commitment
and dedication to educating America’s youth
has been an inspiration to all of us.
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ANNOUNCING THE PUBLICATION
OF AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION
OF PASSAGE THROUGH HELL: A
MEMOIR

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to an-
nounce the publication of an English trans-
lation of Passage Through Hell: A Memoir.
The original version was written in 1955 by Ar-
menian poet, educator and author Armen
Anush. It has been published by Hagop and
Klar Manjikian on the occasion of the 90th an-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide.

Armen Anush was an eyewitness to the de-
portation and massacre of Armenians by the
Turks during 1915-1916. On April 24, 1915,
the Turkish government began to arrest Arme-
nian community members and political lead-
ers. Many were executed without ever being
charged with crimes. Then the government de-
ported most Armenians from Turkish Armenia,
ordering that they resettle in what is now
Syria. Many deportees never reached that
destination.

From 1915 to 1918, more than a million Ar-
menians died of starvation and disease on
long marches, or were massacred outright by
Turkish forces. From 1918 to 1923, Armenians
continued to suffer at the hands of the Turkish
military, which eventually removed all remain-
ing Armenians from Turkey. The Armenian
Genocide was a tragedy not only for the Ar-
menian people but a tragedy for all humanity.
Passage Through Hell: A Memoir is critically
important because it recounts the horrors of
genocide and the psychological impact it had
on the survivors.

| hope the day will soon come when it is not
just the survivors who honor the dead but also
when those whose ancestors perpetrated the
horrors acknowledge their terrible responsi-
bility and commemorate the memory of geno-
cide’s victims. This book should be read by all
whose ancestors were in any way involved
and by everyone who cares about under-
standing history.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Hagop and Klar
Manijikian for making this important book avail-
able in English.

————

HONORING DR. BRUCE E. STORM,
2006 EDUCATIONAL LEADER OF
THE YEAR

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the Southern
Connecticut State University’s Department of
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies as
they honor my good friend, Dr. Bruce E. Storm
with the 2005 Educational Leader of the Year
Award. Dedicating a lifetime to public edu-
cation, this award is a true reflection of the
dedication and commitment Bruce has dem-
onstrated throughout his career.

| have often spoke of our Nation’s need for
talented, creative educators ready to help our
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children learn and grow. With such an exten-
sive background in education, ranging from
the elementary level to the university setting,
Bruce has been just that kind of teacher and
administrator. Beginning his career as an
English teacher at the middle and high school
levels in Massachusetts and New York, Bruce
has also served as an assistant principal, prin-
cipal as well as a lecturer and teaching fellow
at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
For the last 13 years, he has served as Su-
perintendent of Schools in Branford, Con-
necticut—a district of over 3,700 students.
Bruce has also served as an adjunct professor
at Southern Connecticut State University and
as a guest speaker and presenter at several
local and national conferences.

With so much recent attention given to the
success of public education in our country, it
has always been a comfort to me to know that
our community has an individual like Bruce
working diligently on behalf of our children and
our public school system. Teacher, principal,
lecturer, adjunct professor, and super-
intendent, Bruce has prepared students at
every educational level, ensuring that they
have the tools and skills they need to be suc-
cessful. | have had several opportunities to
work with Bruce over the years and have al-
ways been in awe of his energy, generosity
and compassion—every community should be
so fortunate.

As the Chair of the South Central Area Su-
perintendent’s Association and Treasurer and
Executive Board Member of the Connecticut
Association of Public School Superintendents,
Bruce has used his experience and back-
ground to benefit school districts regionally
and across the State. In addition to these pro-
fessional associations, he has also been an
active member of several local organizations
in Branford. Bruce was also recently recog-
nized with the CABE Award for Excellence in
Educational Communication for his electronic
newsletter, Across the Fence. Though he will
be leaving his position as Superintendent of
Schools at the close of this school year, the
many invaluable contributions he has made
during his tenure will continue to enrich the
lives of students for years to come.

For his years of dedicated service and good
work, | am proud to stand today to join his
wife, Mariah, son, Christian, family, friends
and colleagues in extending my sincere con-
gratulations to Dr. Bruce Storm as he is
named the 2005 Educational Leader of the
Year. He has left an indelible mark on this
community and | can think of no one who is
more deserving of this very special honor.

————

LETTER TO DR. MICHAEL D.
GRIFFIN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on May 26,
2005, | sent the following letter to Dr. Michael
D. Griffin, Administrator National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA):

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
May 26, 2005.

Dr. MICHAEL D. GRIFFIN,
Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, Washington, DC.
DEAR DR. GRIFFIN: NASA is able to develop
long term, high-risk enabling aeronautics
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