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for promoting regional and inter-jurisdictional
cooperation. In addition to her mayoral duties,
Ms. Brock serves on the prestigious Texas
Municipal League’s Legislative Committee and
was recently appointed by the U.S. Council of
Mayors to serve on the Energy and Environ-
ment Committee.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that |
stand here today to recognize an individual, a
friend, who has dedicated her time as the
Mayor of Denton not only to her constituents
but also has reached out and assisted those
outside her district as well. It is with the serv-
ice and commitment of individuals such as
Mayor Brock that ensure the continual growth
and close relationship of North Texas commu-
nities.

———

RECOGNIZING THOMAS “TOoM”
ENGSTROM OF LAKEPORT, CALI-
FORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Chief of Police Tom
Engstrom of Lakeport, California, as he retires
after 37 years of dedicated public service.

As a young man in his early 20s, Chief
Engstrom was determined to lead a life de-
voted to protecting his fellow citizens. He
began his service in 1968 when he joined the
Phoenix, Arizona Police Department. Several
years later he moved to California and was
promoted to Sergeant with the City of Turlock
Police Department. In 1980, at just 33 years of
age, Sergeant Engstrom was selected as
Chief of Police for the City of Newman becom-
ing the youngest Chief of Police in the State
of California. Over a decade later, Tom and
his family moved to Lakeport, California where
he was selected by the Lakeport City Council
to serve as Chief of Police.

For the past 11 years Chief Engstrom has
made numerous contributions to his commu-
nity, enabling the people of Lakeport to live in
a safe environment. He has dedicated much
of his time towards implementing various edu-
cational programs throughout the community
including Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E.) and Gang Resistance Education &
Training (G.R.E.A.T). With these outreach pro-
grams, Chief Engstrom has been able to edu-
cate and promote awareness of these impor-
tant issues to Lakeport citizens of all ages.

Chief Engstrom has also played an active
role in creating other law enforcement pro-
grams and patrol units including the Canine
Program, School Resource Officer Program,
Personal Watercraft Patrol and Bicycle Patrol.
He is responsible for the creation of the New
Police Facility and for raising $1.5 million in
grants for the Lakeport Police Department.

The Chief earned his Bachelor of Art's De-
gree from the University of San Francisco in
Public Administration. He continued his edu-
cation and graduated from the FBI National
Academy in Quantico, Virginia.

Tom and his wife of 38 years, Cindy, are
the proud parents of seven children and 12
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate that we thank Police Chief Tom
Engstrom for all that he has done to protect
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the citizens of Lakeport, California, and extend
our best wishes to him in retirement.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MS. THEL-
MA STINSON, PRINCIPAL OF LIL-

LIE C. EVANS ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to a truly great role model and a
truly great educator—the late Ms. Thelma
Stinson, former Principal of the Lillie C. Evans
Elementary School located in Miami’s Liberty
City community in my Congressional District.

Her passing away provides us with the so-
bering thought of the dignity of the human
spirit and the fragility of life. Even though she
was sick with cancer, Ms. Stinson often went
straight from the hospital to her school be-
cause she felt so deeply about helping her
students. By every measure, she was enor-
mously successful.

Ms. Stinson started working for the Dade
County School Board in 1968 as a librarian,
then as a special-education teacher and as-
sistant principal before becoming Principal of
Lillie C. Evans in late 2000.

Under her leadership at Lillie C. Evans, the
school proudly rose from an F-graded school
in 2001-2002 to an A-graded school in 2003—
2004. “The school’s turnaround is a testament
to her leadership and her commitment,” said
district spokesman Joseph Garcia. Ms.
Stinson also reached out to the community by
ensuring that parents were also schooled in
the basic skills of reading, math and the
sciences through regular sessions at night.
Simply put, Ms. Stinson literally bridged the
gap between her school and her students’
homes, making parental involvement an es-
sential part of the teaching and learning proc-
ess.

In spite of the odds, Ms. Stinson truly dem-
onstrated to all those called upon by public
service that excellence and achievement are
never beyond the reach of those willing to
make the commitment and dare to dream
what seems to most people to be the impos-
sible. She was a source of light—more like a
beacon in the night—in our community and in
the lives of student and adults alike. It is im-
possible to measure the impact of a person
like Ms. Stinson, for her legacy will live on in
all the young lives she touched, for whom she
created new possibilities and new opportuni-
ties that, without her special touch, would
never had existed.

It is sadly inadequate to say that she will be
sorely missed. | extend my deepest condo-
lences to her mother Ceola Thompson, broth-
er Errol Thompson, sister Esther Blackshear,
daughter Twyla Hilton, her grandsons, her
friends and her students.

PENTAGON MEMORIAL FUND
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to offer
the thanks of this body to a democratic friend,
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Taiwan, the Republic of China, for their recent
generous gift to the Pentagon Memorial Fund.

9-11 scarred our souls and forever changed
the way we view enemy attack and the secu-
rity of our Nation. The Pentagon is known
globally as the place our military policy is cre-
ated and recommended for implementation. It
is a prominent part of the government com-
manded by the Chief Executive and main-
tained by the United States Congress.

The targeted component of the surprise co-
ordinated attack there shocked and appalled
the civilized nations and people on the planet.
This Nation lost 184 souls across the river on
that day. The sight of smoke coming from the
Pentagon is a picture seared in my memory
from that day, seen as | ran out of the U.S.
Capitol.

Part of the salve applied to our national in-
jury is in honoring the memory of the 184 men
and women who perished on 9-11. So, as a
member of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, | thank Taiwan for their part in helping
to immortalize their memory by contributing to
the Pentagon Memorial Fund. And | ask unan-
imous consent to include in the RECORD the
Washington Post story announcing the gen-
erous contribution.

[From the Washington Post, May 5, 2005]

TAIWAN AIDS PENTAGON MEMORIAL FUND

The government of Taiwan has donated $1
million to the Pentagon Memorial Fund, ac-
cording to James L. Laychak, the fund’s
president and chief executive. About $6.5 mil-
lion has been raised to finance the memorial,
which is to be built with private funds. Fam-
ilies of victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, attack
on the Pentagon began a fundraising drive in
April 2004 with a goal of $30 million—$20 mil-
lion for construction and $10 million for a
maintenance fund. Taiwan’s gift is the sec-
ond for $1 million; the first came from the
Anheuser-Busch Foundation.

“The donation does not simply represent
our offering of support for the victims of
9-11,” said David Tawei Lee, a government
representative, in a prepared statement,
“but also express our appreciation for the
symbols of freedom.”” The memorial on the
Pentagon’s west lawn will have 184 canti-
levered benches, one in memory of each of
the victims of the terrorist attack.

————

HONORING THE AVIATION FEATS
OF ROBERT ‘““HOOT” GIBSON

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding accomplishments of
Robert “Hoot” Gibson, a resident of my home-
town of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who re-
cently broke two aviation speed records.

Hoot flew a Raytheon Premier | jet into the
record books on September 22, 2004, when
he flew from Seattle, Washington, to Las
Vegas, Nevada, at 499.65 miles per hour and
from Las Vegas to Wichita, Kansas, at 540.53
miles per hour. The previous records were set
in a Cessna Citation jet in 1991.

Hoot is a former astronaut who made 5
Space Shuttle flights and commanded 4 of
them. A retired Navy captain, he now flies
commercial jetliners for Southwest Airlines.

Hoot's accomplishments in the aviation
arena are exceptional, as well as inspirational.
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Once again, | congratulate him for an out-

standing military career and for his contribu-

tions to this Nation’s space program.
———

TRIBUTE TO THE REV. DR. FRANK
REID III

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to the outstanding accom-
plishments of the Rev. Dr. Frank Mason Reid
Ill, pastor of Bethel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Baltimore, Maryland.

Dr. Reid is a nationally recognized preacher,
teacher and motivational speaker who is dedi-
cated to changing lives and rebuilding commu-
nities. Since becoming spiritual leader of Balti-
more’s Bethel AME Church, membership has
swelled to 17,000, making it one of the largest
AME churches in the Nation. Bethel AME has
36 active ministries that give hope and comfort
to the people of the Baltimore community, in-
cluding cancer patients, drug addicts, and
those who suffer from HIV/AIDS.

Dr. Reid’s message of hope has reached
beyond the Baltimore community. He has a
weekly local television show on Sunday morn-
ings, and he has been broadcast nationally on
the Armed Forces Network. Dr. Reid also has
preached in South Korea and South and East
Africa.

During his college years at Yale University,
Dr. Reid answered the call to the ministry.
After graduating from Yale in 1974 and the
Harvard Divinity School in 1978, Dr. Reid
served congregations in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina and Los Angeles, California before being
called to service at Bethel AME Church in Bal-
timore, Maryland in the late 1980s.

Dr. Reid has a loving and devoted family.
His wife Marlaa Hall Reid and three children—
Franshon, Faith and Shane—are proud of his
work in helping others rebuild their lives.

Mr. Speaker, | call upon my colleagues to
join me in applauding the accomplishments of
Dr. Reid on the eve of his 54th birthday. He
has had a remarkable career serving the peo-
ple of Baltimore.

IN MEMORY OF LINDA LISS FINE
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Linda Liss Fine. Linda
was a compassionate and courageous indi-
vidual whose dedication and service greatly
enhanced the lives of many in Chicago’s el-
derly Jewish community.

Linda was respected and admired by her
colleagues, friends and family. Her creative
and pioneering work as Director of Selfhelp,
an independent organization providing the res-
idential and health care needs of the Jewish
elderly, has been recognized and greatly ap-
preciated by many. During her time with
Selfhelp, Linda immersed herself in community
activities focusing on improving the quality of
life of everyone with whom she came in con-
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tact. Through her devotion and extraordinary
sense of caring, she transformed the institu-
tion into a vibrant community where elderly
residents would enjoy cultural events such as
classical music concerts, take part in edu-
cational events such as computer classes and
otherwise maintain active and full lives. She
was an outstanding member of Chicago’s
Jewish community and she immeasurably im-
proved many people’s lives under her care.
Her residents viewed Linda not as merely an
administrator, but as a cherished member of
the family.

Born in Chicago in 1942, Linda Liss Fine at-
tended Chicago’s public schools before em-
barking on career in the health care profes-
sion. As a registered nurse, she worked in a
variety of hospital and home health care posi-
tions. After work, and while raising three chil-
dren, she worked tirelessly and attended
classes at night, completing her university de-
gree in health care administration.

Linda is survived by her husband, Bernard,
son David, daughters Dawn and Dana, sister
Hedda, several grandchildren and many rel-
atives across the country.

Linda Liss Fine will be missed by all those
whose lives she touched and will be remem-
bered affectionately by her many friends and
colleagues. | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring an outstanding individual, a loving
wife and mother, selfless caretaker and inno-
vative director—Linda Liss Fine, a woman who
brought joy and love into the lives of so many.

————

HONORING LUCY BELLO AS SHE
CELEBRATES HER 70TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, It is with great
pleasure that | rise today to wish my dear
friend, Lucy Bello, a very happy 70th birthday.
This is a remarkable milestone for an inspiring
individual. Not only is she celebrating 70 years
of life, but she is also marking her 10th anni-
versary of being cancer free!

This is a celebration of life. In her seven
decades, Lucy has faced many challenges,
but none more so than her battle with cancer.
As a cancer survivor myself, | know only too
well the fear, concern, and obstacles this dis-
ease brings. Lucy faced these challenges with
the greatest of dignity and courage—serving
as an inspiration to all of those who know her
story. Today, Lucy is proudly celebrating a
decade of remission and | would be remiss if
| did not extend my sincere congratulations to
her on this very special occasion.

Throughout her life, Lucy has dedicated her
time and energy to enriching her community.
Since she could first vote at age twenty-one,
she has been an active member of Branford’s
Democratic Town Committee. For nearly fifty
years she has offered her support and encour-
agement to countless candidates. Candidates
and committee members alike will tell you that
Lucy is their go-to person—always willing to
do the grunt work that no one else wants to
do. In fact, | cannot recall an event in Branford
that Lucy was not involved in either as an or-
ganizer or volunteer. It is because of individ-
uals like Lucy—those who participate in the
process by simply being involved—that our
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democratic process works. She herself served
on the local Representative Town Meeting for
many years. | consider myself fortunate to call
her my friend and cannot thank her enough for
all the good work she has done.

Through the last five decades, her kind
heart and endless generosity have made all
the difference. Later this month, Lucy will be
honored by the Democratic Town Committee
for her many years of service and | cannot
think of a more deserving individual to pay
tribute to. Through her hardwork and commit-
ment, Lucy has become a fixture in the Bran-
ford community—a local treasure. Every com-
munity should be so fortunate!

For her years of outstanding service to the
community and for her very special friendship,
| am proud to stand today to join the many
family, friends, and community leaders who
have gathered to wish Lucy Bello a very
happy 70th birthday. May you enjoy many
more years of health and happiness.

———

IN HONOR OF OUR UNITED STATES
VETERANS AND THE PARMA
VETERANS CENTER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of all veterans of the
10th Congressional District of Ohio for their
service, bravery, and dedication on behalf of
our country. Most significantly, we stand in
tribute and remembrance of those veterans
who have made the ultimate sacrifice when
they answered the call to duty.

The lives of many veterans and their fami-
lies have been uplifted by the outreach efforts
of the Parma Veterans Center—a haven of
services and assistance focused on the emo-
tional, psychological, medical, financial, and
employment needs of thousands of veterans
and their families.

The services and support provided by the
Parma Veterans Center is the least we can do
on behalf of our veteran—our brothers, sisters,
sons and daughters, mothers, fathers and
grandfathers—thousands of whom have made
significant sacrifices and suffered great losses
during and after their unwavering service to
our country.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor, tribute and gratitude to the men and
women of our armed forces—let us forever re-
member their service, sacrifice and sense of
duty—yesterday, today, and for generations to
come.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MAYOR THOMAS J. PELLEGRINO

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to applaud the achievements of a man who
exemplifies the finest combination of civic con-
sciousness, personal achievement, and famil-
ial responsibility. Thomas J. Pellegrino, Mayor
of Port Washington North, has been a catalyst
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