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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

SAD GOODBYE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of William Haskell Pinckard of
Bakersfield, California. Mr. Pinckard was
known to all as, simply, “Pinky.” He passed
away January 9, 2005 at his home in Cali-
fornia.

Pinky dedicated his life to his fellow Kern
County community members. He moved to
California from Oklahoma in 1950, and life for
Kern County residents from that point on was
not the same. Pinky touched many lives
through the numerous organizations in which
he was involved. He was a member of the
Community of Christ Church, Masons,
Shriners, and Eastern Star. A life long mem-
ber of the Democratic Party, Pinky received
many awards for his service as an ardent ac-
tivist. He represented local #743 Carpenters
Union; for his dedication to advocacy, the
Labor Union also recognized Pinky.

The truth of the matter is Pinky was a civic-
minded individual, who took seriously his role
as an American citizen. All too often, we forget
that activism, and outreach, and grassroots ef-
forts are the foundation upon which we build
our representative government. Pinky never
forgot, and he never let anybody around him
forget. Those who commemorate Pinky’s life
will forever be changed by the contributions he
made to society.

———

TRIBUTE TO WHITNALL SUMMIT,
2004 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR,
WEST ALLIS-WEST MILWAUKEE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and commend the
Whitnall Summit Company, being honored by
the West Allis-West Milwaukee Chamber of
Commerce as 2004 Company of the Year.

Whitnall Summit was established just ten
years ago with a plan to acquire segments of
the former Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing prop-
erty in West Allis. Allis-Chalmers had been
one of the main drivers of the local economy
in West Allis, providing thousands of jobs
along with a community identity. When a phys-
ical plant the size of Allis-Chalmers closes, the
impact on the community is both monetary
and psychological. Manufacturing job losses
have cost our communities good-paying, fam-
ily-supporting jobs, along with a strong rev-
enue base. The loss of Allis Chalmers hit
hard.

Great companies inspire a community’s
pride and empty buildings hurt the spirit of a
city.

Thanks to Whitnall Summit, West Allis is
participating in a ‘“re-urbanization” as these
large empty buildings have been rehabilitated.
Further, those buildings are now occupied with
retail and offices, community-based organiza-
tions and indoor parking. In 10 short years,
Whitnall Summit with strong support from the
city’s TIF district, has converted factory build-
ings into 300,000 square feet of office space,
all leased, with a large parking structure near-
ing completion.

| congratulate Whitnall Summit for its suc-
cess and it's collaboration with the city of
West Allis in returning this site to an oppor-
tunity for growth.

HONORING THE FAYETTEVILLE
TOWPATH QUILT GUILD

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, it is with a warm
heart | rise today to pay tribute to an organiza-
tion lending support to our men and women in
uniform, the Towpath Quilt Guild of Fayette-
ville, NY.

About 80 members of the Towpath Quilt
Guild have harnessed their skills to hand
make quilts for recovering soldiers at Be-
thesda Naval and Walter Reed Army Medical
Center. In early spring, these quilts will be per-
sonally delivered in hopes of offering another
layer of comfort and warm sentiment to our
service members.

In this time period when so many of our
loved ones are scattered around the globe en-
suring American’s freedom and safety, the
Towpath Quilt Guild has expressed with gifts
what we all wish to convey. Thank you for all
you do. And thank you, Towpath Quilt Guild.

———

HONORING BROWNIE TROOP 1593 IN
MANASSAS, VA

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Brownie Troop 1593 of Manas-
sas, VA. Last year, the 18 girls who make up
Troop 1593 dedicated themselves to providing
support to the brave men and women who are
defending our freedom overseas.

Brownie Troop 1593 is comprised of Colby
Newson, Ariel Morrow, Arianna Robinson, Juli-
ana Thinnes, Juliana Magalhaes, Allison Rob-
inson, Deanka Mullins, Wendy Cornier, Chris-
tina Owusu, Alondra Morales, Hannah
Gabaldon, Madeline Greco-Parkin, Kimberly
Klejka, Jayme Mathews, Cameron Roberts,
Madison Roberts, Megan Duarte, and Emily
Buckley.

In April, the troop collected donations from
Girl Scout cookie sales and sent cookies, per-

sonal care items, games, cards, and goodie
bags to the soldiers. They also provided simi-
lar support to four U.S. Navy Ships: the USS
John F. Kennedy, USS Spruance, USS Harp-
ers Ferry, and the USS Harry S. Truman. Ad-
ditionally, the girls have sent comfort items to
a Navy Medic serving in Fallujah, Iraq.

The troop also helped brighten the lives of
service men and women through a pen pal
program with two of the aircraft carriers.
Through this mutually beneficial exchange, the
young girls learned about respect for their
country, the incredible sacrifice that the Armed
Forces make, the important jobs that the serv-
ice men and women perform, teamwork, com-
munity service, loyalty and friendship.

The troop plans to continue its efforts in
2005. They have scheduled visits to both the
USS John F. Kennedy and USS Harry S. Tru-
man. They will also send Valentines Day
cards to a platoon in Irag and will be repeating
their Girl Scout Cookie drive to send additional
cookies and other items to soldiers overseas.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to ex-
tend my heartfelt thanks to Brownie Troop
1598. | call upon my colleagues to join me in
applauding the troop’s accomplishments. Their
contributions and efforts are much appreciated
and should be celebrated. | wish them the
best of luck in all future endeavors.

———

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO RE-
AUTHORIZE THE NEW JERSEY
COASTAL HERITAGE TRAIL
ROUTE

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, the New Jer-
sey Coastal Heritage Trail incorporates the
very best of what the great State of New Jer-
sey has to offer the rest of the Nation. Estab-
lished by Congress in 1988, the Trail unifies
New Jersey’s many scenic points of interest.
These points of interest include a wealth of
environmental, historic, maritime, and rec-
reational sights found along New Jersey’s
coastline, stretching 300 miles from Perth
Amboy in the north, Cape May in the extreme
southern tip of the State and Deepwater to the
west.

The trail’'s area includes three National Wild-
life Refuges, four tributaries of a Wild and
Scenic River system, a Civil War fort and na-
tional cemetery, several lighthouses, historic
homes, and other sites tied to southern New
Jersey’s maritime history. Through a network
of themes and destinations, the New Jersey
Coastal Heritage Trail connects people with
places of historic, recreational, environmental
and maritime interest.

One exciting aspect of the New Jersey
Coastal Heritage Trail Route is its focus on
maritime history. There is a rich story to be
told about the industries once sustained by the
Delaware Bay, such as whaling, shipbuilding,
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oystering and crabbing. While we often define
our Nation’s history through military or political
milestones, the Trail will serve to remind visi-
tors that maritime-dependent commerce was a
major factor in the growth of the United
States.

“Eco-tourism” along the Coastal Heritage
Trail has proven to be a huge success. There
is an abundant variety of natural habitats and
species to be found on the Trail. Whale and
dolphin watching have become extremely pop-
ular, and bird lovers from throughout the coun-
try, and in fact around the world, are realizing
what Southern New Jersey residents have
known all along: our region is unmatched for
observing migratory birds, ospreys, and bald
eagles.

Today, | am introducing legislation to reau-
thorize the New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail
Route. This legislation would extend the au-
thorization of the trail to provide additional
funding over 2 years to continue the work
begun in 1988. It would also initiate a Stra-
tegic Plan which would explore opportunities
to increase participation by national and local
private and public interests, as well as organi-
zational options for sustaining the trail.

The New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail has
helped New Jersey residents develop pride,
awareness, experience with, and under-
standing of our coastal resources and its his-
tory. This reauthorization will allow the trail to
continue and flourish.

| urge my colleagues in the House to sup-
port this legislation.

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF RICHARD PUCKETT

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding service of Richard
Puckett, the operations manager of the Mid-
Cumberland area of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Richard is retiring from the Corps
after 42 years of service.

During his tenure Middle Tennessee com-
munities saw vast improvements to rec-
reational facilities available on Corps-managed
lakes in the Mid-Cumberland region that | rep-
resent. Not only do these lakes and facilities
improve the mental and physical well-being of
our citizens, they also greatly benefit local
economies. Richard, therefore, can take much
credit for enhancing the lives of many Middle
Tennesseans.

His professionalism and responsiveness to
the public’s needs have been admirable. It has
been a real pleasure working with Richard and
his staff over the years. The Corps of Engi-
neers and the people of the Mid-Cumberland
are going to miss him, but Richard deserves
some recreational time of his own. Once
again, | congratulate him on a great career
and wish him the best in his retirement.
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TRIBUTE TO SPECIALIST
JONATHAN CASTRO

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a hero from my congressional dis-
trict. On December 21, 2004, U.S. Army Spe-
cialist Jonathan Castro of my hometown of
Corona, CA, was killed in Mosul, Irag. Spe-
cialist Castro, along with 18 other American
soldiers, died from injuries sustained when
their dining facility was attacked. | would ask
that the House of Representatives honor and
remember this incredible young man who died
in service to his country. Specialist Castro will
be remembered as a hero who lived a life
filled with compassion and a respect for all
people.

Jonathan, son of Jorge and Vickie Castro,
spent most of his life in Corona, CA. The sum-
mer after graduating from Corona’s Centennial
High School in 2001, he enlisted in the Army.
He entered the military with the hope that it
would enable him to pay his own way through
school and would open his eyes to the world.
He was assigned to the 73rd Engineer Com-
pany in Fort Lewis, WA, and was deployed to
Iraq in October, 2004.

He is remembered not only for his caring
nature, but also for his intelligence. He was a
budding engineer with a talent for working with
metals and wood, as well as having strong
skills in computer-aided drafting. He dem-
onstrated creativity and ingenuity during high
school as he built his own electric guitar, as
well as a full-sized electric car.

On December 1, 2004, in Mosul, Irag, while
sharing a meal with his fellow soldiers, the
dining facility was attacked. This has been the
deadliest blast to date at a U.S. military base
in Irag, with 22 people killed. Specialist Castro
was only 21 years old. He is survived by his
loving parents and seven brothers. Jonathan
was decorated posthumously with the Bronze
Star and the Purple Heart.

Jonathan, and men and women like him,
contribute to the incredibly rich history of our
country. | commend all our service members
who volunteer to defend our ideals of freedom
and democracy.

| extend my ongoing thoughts, prayers and
deepest gratitude to the Castro family. | hope
they know their son and brother's goodness
and sacrifice will never be forgotten.

—————

INTRODUCING SAME DAY VOTER
REGISTRATION LEGISLATION

HON. MARTIN OLAV SABO

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, today, | am intro-
ducing the Same Day Voter Registration Act
of 2005. This legislation is simple and straight-
forward: it would allow every eligible citizen to
register and vote on Election Day for Federal
elections.

The right to vote is the most fundamental of
American democratic values. Yet, last Novem-
ber we again heard disturbing reports of voter
intimidation,  disenfranchisement, machine
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error, and fraud. If we truly value the right to
vote, we must do more to restore public trust
in the integrity of our election process.

We should also remove cumbersome voter
preregistration requirements. My home State
of Minnesota has allowed same day voter reg-
istration since 1974. The result: Minnesota is
a national leader in voter participation. In
2004, 77.7 percent of eligible Minnesotans
voted. Over 20 percent of those voters reg-
istered on Election Day.

Same-day voter registration has greatly con-
tributed to consistently high voter turnout in
Minnesota. | believe this law has also encour-
aged new voters, especially young people, to
turn out in higher numbers.

Many of the States with low voter turnout
also have preregistration requirements of up to
30 days. It is unknown how many Americans
have been prevented from exercising their
constitutional right to vote only because they
were unaware of cumbersome preregistration
requirements. My bill will ensure that everyone
with the legal right can vote, even those who
become engaged in the closing days of an
election.

| hope that my colleagues will join me in
making Same Day Voter Registration the law
of the land.

———

RECOGNIZING FRANK WOODRUFF
BUCKLES

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Frank Woodruff Buckles, a World
War | veteran who lives in Jefferson County,
WV, and cordially ask my colleagues here in
the House of Representatives to join me in
wishing Mr. Buckles a happy 104th birthday.

Frank Woodruff Buckles was born in Har-
rison County, MO, in 1901. At age 16, Mr.
Buckles enlisted in the U.S. Army and remains
today one of America’s few surviving Veterans
of the Great War. Following the Armistice of
1918, Mr. Buckles helped escort POWs back
to Germany, only to ironically become a POW
himself while working for a steamship com-
pany in the Philippines during the Japanese
invasion of 1941. As a POW, Frank Buckles
took it upon himself to help his fellow pris-
oners by tending the sick and feeding the hun-
gry. In fact, Mr. Buckles even convinced the
Japanese, who were starving and torturing the
prisoners, to allow him to plant a vegetable
garden in the camp so the prisoners would
have more rations. On February 23, 1945,
General MacArthur got word of the prisoners
and ordered the 11th Airborne Division to res-
cue them. With no casualties taken during the
rescue, the prisoners were freed and their 3-
year ordeal was finally over.

Following the war, Frank married Audrey
Mayo and moved to the farm in Jefferson
County, WV that his ancestors have owned
since 1732. At age 104, Frank Buckles con-
tinues to work the farm, drive his tractor, and
likes to read books in several different lan-
guages. Frank Buckles is an American hero
and truly an inspiration to us all.

In honor of Frank Buckles and his many
years of hard work, dedication, and commit-
ment to his family, community, and. country, |
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