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Worldism, which asserts that Western en-
slavement of dark-skinned peoples is played 
out on a world scale. 

Even those who dissent from such views 
can recognize in Malcolm X’s fearsome intel-
ligence and self-discipline a kind of a devel-
opmental quest, ultimately left incomplete. 
The exhibition, which also includes material 
from the Schomburg and other collections, 
tells that story chronologically, using tex-
tual summaries and photographs to create a 
context for the personal papers. 

Those papers include letters from Malcolm 
to his brother, Philbert Little, describing his 
first embrace of the Nation of Islam, as well 
as a disturbing sequence of letters about his 
final embrace, suggesting how Muhammad 
tried to rein him in. And above the display 
cases, the walls are lined with photographs 
chronicling the life: an elementary-school 
photograph of Malcolm, glimpses of the bod-
ies of Nation of Islam followers killed by Los 
Angeles police in 1962, views of halls packed 
with devoted listeners, and finally, glimpses 
of the fallen chairs and stark disorder of the 
Audubon Ballroom after Malcolm X was 
murdered. An epilogue to the exhibition dis-
plays court drawings of the trial of the ac-
cused assassins, along with objects found on 
his body, including a North Vietnamese 
stamp showing an American helicopter get-
ting shot down. 

But, despite the new personal documents, 
there is something familiar about the exhi-
bition, which does not offer new interpreta-
tions and misses an opportunity to delve 
more deeply into the difficulties in 
Malcolm’s quest. In his autobiography, Mal-
colm X spoke of the importance of speaking 
the ‘‘raw, naked truth’’ about the nature of 
race relations. He also recognized one of the 
tragic consequences of enslavement: the era-
sure of the past. The name ‘‘X’’ was provided 
to initiates as a stand in for a lost original 
name. Names could also be readily changed 
because they were little more than expres-
sions of newly formed identities. 

In fact, invention became crucial. For Mal-
colm X, it was a matter of control: mas-
tering one’s past, determining one’s char-
acter and, finally, controlling one’s future. 
Documents describe how members of the Na-
tion of Islam were expelled for any back-
sliding, including adultery. In one let-
ter, Malcolm almost provides a motto 
for his kind of charismatic discipline: 

‘‘For one to control one’s thoughts and 
feelings means one can actually control 
one’s atmosphere and all who walks into its 
sphere of influence.’’ 

But this also means that the truth can 
seem less crucial than the kind of identity 
being constructed, the kind of past being in-
vented. After reading the autobiography, we 
learn from Alex Haley’s epilogue that Mal-
colm actually confessed that his story of 
Russian roulette was not what it seemed: He 
had palmed the bullet. Everybody had been 
hustled, the readers included. The adoption 
of Nation of Islam ideology, with its in-
vented history and its evil scientist named 
Yacub breeding the white race, is another 
kind of hustle. 

Curiously, the exhibition itself doesn’t 
make enough of such distinctions. In a wall 
display, labeled ‘‘Messengers of Hope and 
Liberation,’’ major figures like W. E. B. Du 
Bois have no more stature than such figures 
as Wallace D. Fard. Fard was the greater in-
fluence on Malcolm X, since he created the 
Nation of Islam mythology, but he may not 
have had any African heritage at all and, as 
Karl Evanzz argues in his recent book, ‘‘The 
Messenger: The Rise and Fall of Elijah Mu-
hammad,’’ he had even encouraged the prac-
tice of human sacrifice. 

As if reluctant to be too judgmental, there 
is also not enough explanation of the quarrel 

with Elijah Muhammad, though the photog-
rapher Gordon Parks quoted Malcolm X say-
ing, just before his death: ‘‘I did many things 
as a Muslim that I’m sorry for now. I was a 
zombie then—like all Muslims—I was hypno-
tized, pointed in a certain direction and told 
to march. Well, I guess a man’s entitled to 
make a fool of himself if he’s ready to pay 
the cost. It cost me 12 years.’’ 

That kind of statement is too blunt for 
this exhibition, which makes suggestions but 
seems reluctant to draw too many distinc-
tions. But even the differing interpretations 
of Malcolm’s final transformation might 
have been outlined with more clarity. It is 
intriguing to read, in one 1964 letter from 
Malcolm’s office to Martin Luther King Jr., 
an expression of apology for ‘‘unkind things’’ 
said in the past. And the trial of the accused 
assassins from the Nation of Islam merits 
more explanation, particularly because a 
conspiracy theory of F.B.I. involvement has 
long simmered, even as Muhammad was 
known to have encouraged threats against 
Malcolm X and had already sent one disciple 
to kill him. The quest for truth, surely, goes 
on, but part of it means facing squarely the 
extent of certain kinds of hustle. 

‘‘Malcolm X: A Search for Truth’’ is at the 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture, 515 Lenox Avenue, at 135th Street, 
Harlem, (212) 491–2200, through Dec. 31.
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24TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
INDIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 23, 2005

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to announce that the Indian 
Medical Association will be celebrating their 
24th year of establishment by hosting a gala 
dinner and banquet on Friday, June 3, 2005 at 
the Halls of St. George, in Schereville, Indi-
ana. 

The Indian Medical Association was created 
24 years ago to promote goodwill and bonding 
friendships among local physicians through an 
exchange of medical knowledge and other 
healthcare related issues. They are dedicated 
to providing affordable and quality health care. 
The Indian Medical Association is also actively 
involved in patient care, health care delivery, 
charitable work, hosting educational seminars 
for physicians, and health fairs for the general 
public in the Northwest Indiana region. 

In 2004, the Indian Medical Association of-
fered scholarships to medical, nursing, and 
high school students. In January 2005, they 
raised more than $100,000 for the Tsunami 
Relief Fund. The Indian Medical Association is 
a great asset to Northwest Indiana. This orga-
nization has committed itself to providing qual-
ity service to the residents of Indiana’s First 
Congressional District in the medical commu-
nity and has demonstrated exemplary service 
in its cultural, scholastic, and charitable en-
deavors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending the Indian Medical Association for 
their outstanding contributions. Their commit-
ment to improving the quality of life for the 
people of Northwest Indiana and throughout 
the world is truly inspirational and should be 
recognized and commended.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2006

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill, H.R. 2361.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chairman, more than 
ever before, our wastewater treatment sys-
tems are failing. Effluent from wastewater 
treatment plants is contaminating our rivers 
with chemicals like Triclosan—a germ toxin 
added to countless consumer products; hor-
mones such as the active ingredient in estro-
gen therapy; the insect repellant DEET; and 
an anti-epileptic drug (Environmental Science 
and Technology, 36 (6), 1202–1211, 2002 
http://pubs.acs.org/cgibin/jtextd?esthag/36/6/
html/es011055j.html). 

As these chemicals are released from treat-
ment plants into our rivers, lakes and oceans, 
they are finding their way into the natural re-
sources on which we heavily depend. New 
studies show that they are starting to show up 
in our drinking water (‘‘Pollutants in New Jer-
sey’s Drinking Water,’’ Environmental Science 
and Technology, December 8, 2004 (http://
pubs.acs.org/ subscribe/journals/esthag-w/
2004/dec/science/ptlnj.html); ‘‘Pharma-
ceutical Data Eludes Environmental Research-
ers,’’ Environmental Science and Technology, 
March 16, 2005). A Baylor University study in 
Texas found a prescription drug in fish tissues 
(‘‘Frogs, fish and pharmaceuticals a troubling 
brew’’ November 14, 2003 (http://
www.cnn.com/2003/TECH/science/11/
14coolsc.frogs.fish/). 

At the same time that these new challenges 
are emerging, we are still trying to overcome 
the well-established wastewater contaminants 
from aging and broken sewer systems that 
continue to contaminate water with E. coli and 
other water borne diseases. By EPA’s 2003 
estimate, the need for sewer upgrades alone 
is so great and so widespread that the funding 
required to alleviate it is $181 billion (‘‘Waste-
water Treatment: Overview and Background,’’ 
Congressional Research Service, February 7, 
2005). In fact, the infrastructure is so old in 
many places that when it rains, wastewater 
treatment plants can’t handle the increased 
volume. The result is that untreated or poorly 
treated sewage flows into our waters, causing 
our beaches to be closed in order to protect 
public health. Forty three percent of the com-
munities dealing with this are on the Great 
Lakes, which holds 20% of the world’s fresh 
water supply. 

So what is the solution proposed by this Ad-
ministration and Republican leadership in Con-
gress? Reduce funding for wastewater infra-
structure by $350 million. Ohio alone would 
lose $20 million in revenue and roughly 650 
jobs from FY 05 if the proposed cuts to the 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund come to 
pass. 

While the need to upgrade our wastewater 
infrastructure to deal with emerging problems 
increases, the proposed cuts in this bill take 
us in the opposite direction. Lets improve our 
health and the environment, not make it 
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worse. I urge my colleagues to support the 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund and the 
Obey amendment. 
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RECOGNIZING REVEREND DOCTOR 
EARL ABEL 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 23, 2005

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Reverend Doctor Earl Abel, a re-
markable and compassionate leader whose 
legacy has touched so many Kansas Citians. 
After an extended illness, Reverend Abel 
passed on May 17, 2005. His is a deep loss 
felt by his family, his church congregation, the 
greater Kansas City community, the State of 
Missouri, and most assuredly, our nation. Rev-
erend Abel will long be remembered for his 
social activism and advocacy on behalf of 
those individuals suffering from poverty, home-
lessness, and injustice. He fought for the com-
mon person and his influence was far reach-
ing, both inside and outside the African Amer-
ican community. 

His calling brought him to organize and pas-
tor the Palestine Missionary Baptist Church of 
Jesus Christ in January, 1959. His initial con-
gregation consisted of 11 members. His 
present church membership is in excess of 
2,000 members. 

In this era where the term ‘‘faith based ini-
tiative’’ is a buzzword on Capitol Hill, Rev-
erend Abel was one who took this phrase to 
heart, and applied it in the Kansas City com-
munity long before it was a politically popular 
phrase. It has been said that economic devel-
opment is the last frontier of the civil rights 
movement. Reverend Abel was quoted in the 
Kansas City Star, our local newspaper, as 
saying, ‘‘The black churches put ourselves in 
this role, because we felt the community need-
ed development, and there was nobody to de-
velop it. We’re a church, and part of our mis-
sion is to try to provide what the community 
needs.’’ In providing the community’s needs, 
he championed the building of Palestine 
Camp, a $5 million youth summer camp. He 
also built two housing complexes which house 
118 senior citizens called Palestine Gardens, 
and a $2.5 million activity center. 

Rev. Abel attended the University of Kansas 
and received his Doctorate of Divinity from 
Western Baptist Bible College. He was ap-
pointed by Governor Mel Carnahan to the Ap-
pellate Judicial Commission at a time when 
there were few minority or women representa-
tives amongst the 39 judges on the Missouri 
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
There are now nine female judges and five Af-
rican American judges on those benches, in-
cluding the Chief Justice of the Missouri Su-
preme Court, Justice Ronnie L. White. 

In 2002, he was vice chairman of a suc-
cessful public safety sales tax campaign, 
which provided for new and renovated police 
facilities, replacement of aging ambulances, 
new tornado sirens, and other public safety 
capital improvements. In May 2003, Reverend 
Abel was appointed to the advisory board for 
U. S. Senator CHRISTOPHER BOND’s ‘‘Kansas 
City Engine for Economic Development Fund.’’ 
He most recently served as Chaplain for the 
Kansas City, Missouri Police Department and 

has served as past President of the Baptist 
Ministers Union of Kansas City, the Kansas 
City Council on Crime Prevention, and was 
twice appointed to the Kansas City Human 
Relations Commission. 

He served on Boards of the Heart of Amer-
ica United Way, the Local Investment Com-
mission (LINC), Douglass National Bank, and 
was an Early Childhood Commission member 
for the Missouri Department of Social Serv-
ices. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
our heartfelt sympathy to his wife, Hazel Lair 
Abel, his children, Carol and Rick, his five 
grandchildren, and his many relatives and 
friends. I urge my colleagues to please join 
me in conveying our gratitude to his family for 
sharing this great man with us, and to accept 
our condolences for their tremendous loss. He 
was an inspiration to us all. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
MARGARET SMITH, RETIRED 
SENATOR OF THE GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 23, 2005

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the life of the Honorable 
Margaret Smith who made her heavenly tran-
sition on Monday, May 16, 2005. Senator 
Smith served with distinction in the Illinois 
General Assembly for 22 years until her retire-
ment in December, 2002. 

Prior to her 20-year tenure in the Illinois 
State Senate, Senator Smith served one term 
as a member of the Illinois House of Rep-
resentatives. Senator Smith served as the 
chairwoman of the influential Senate Public 
Health and Welfare Committee, where she 
had the distinction of being the first female 
State Senator in the United States to serve as 
the chairperson of the same committee 
chaired previously by her spouse, the late 
Senator Fred J. Smith. 

Senator Smith has been recognized for her 
sponsorship and support of legislation on 
health care and women’s issues, including re-
quiring Illinois to cover the cost of mammo-
grams for poor women, requiring insurance 
companies to cover mammograms, protecting 
senior citizens in nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities, improving the child immuniza-
tion system in Illinois; and accordingly re-
ceived the coveted ‘‘Legislator of the Year 
Award’’ from every major public health organi-
zation in Illinois, including the Illinois Nurses’ 
Association, the Illinois Health Care Associa-
tion, and the Illinois Hospital and Health Sys-
tems Association. 

A recognized national leader, Senator Smith 
served as a member of the National Con-
ference of Black State Legislators, the Mid-
western Legislative Conference, and the Na-
tional Conference of State Legislators, NCSL, 
serving as the chairperson of the NCSL’s 
Health and Human Services Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to encourage all those 
whose lives were touched by this gentle 
stateswoman, the Honorable Margaret Smith, 
to always remember to look to the hills from 
which comes all of their help. Senator Smith 

was an anchor within the Illinois governmental 
and political landscape. I am truly blessed to 
have known, worked with and supported her. 
I am honored to pay tribute to this outstanding 
public servant and am privileged to enter 
these words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
of the United States House of Representa-
tives.
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HONORING CARL BROWN 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 23, 2005

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it’s not 
every day that I get the opportunity to recog-
nize someone who has demonstrated tremen-
dous dedication to public service. But today I 
have just such an opportunity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Carl Brown, Tennessee’s Department of 
Human Services Assistant Commissioner, for 
being one of those people who makes govern-
ment work better. 

Carl has served our State for more than 4 
decades and he’s done a magnificent job. The 
thousands of disabled Tennesseans he has 
helped over the years know exactly what I 
mean when I say that Carl has lived to serve 
others. He has always known that there are 
few higher callings in life than helping those in 
need. And we are grateful for him. 

While I’m thankful for Carl and his service to 
our State, we will miss his work at the Depart-
ment of Human Services when he retires this 
May 2005. 

All of us in Tennessee wish Carl and his 
wife, Mary Frances, a wonderful retirement 
with their children and grandchildren.
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INTRODUCTION OF LANDLESS 
ISSUE 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 23, 2005

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I am introducing legislation which will correct 
an injustice to five Southeast Alaska Native 
villages. 

For over 25 years, the Southeast Alaska Vil-
lages of Haines, Ketchikan, Petersburg, 
Tenakee and Wrangell have been denied fun-
damental rights and compensation afforded 
other Alaska Native villages under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA). 
ANCSA fails to recognize these five villages 
for the purposes of establishing urban or vil-
lage corporations under the Act. Con-
sequently, the Alaska Natives from these vil-
lages have been denied the rights afforded 
other Alaska Natives to proper settlement 
under ANCSA of historical land claims. 

A significant number of Natives enrolled at 
each of the villages of Haines, Ketchikan, Pe-
tersburg, Tenakee and Wrangell during the 
original ANCSA process, but they were denied 
the opportunity to establish village or urban 
corporations in 1971. Consequently, although 
Natives enrolled to these villages during the 
ANCSA process and did become at-large 
shareholders in the regional corporation for 
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