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such as the United Nations, had the location 
and moral authority to address the true res-
olution of our condition. 

For this, Malcolm became one of the most 
dangerous people in the USA, at least for 
those who oppress us. 

Malcolm did not stop there. Linked to his 
understanding of human rights, Malcolm 
also situated our struggle for human rights 
alongside the struggles that were underway 
in Asia, Africa, the Caribbean and Latin 
America for national independence and lib-
eration. Again, following in the footsteps of 
freedom fighters going back to the early 19th 
century, Malcolm insisted that to only view 
our struggle through the prism of North 
American eyes would be to condemn our 
struggle to failure. As such, Malcolm paid 
attention to educating Black America to the 
relevance of struggles underway overseas, 
such as the movement in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo for complete freedom 
from both the Belgians and the USA. He was 
also an early and incisive critic of the ex-
panding U.S. aggression in Indochina. 

To build ties, Malcolm spent time devel-
oping bonds of friendship and comradeship 
with some of the most important inter-
national leaders of the struggles for national 
liberation of the 1960s. These were not sym-
bolic, but represented an attempt to build al-
lies who could be called upon to support our 
struggle for freedom. 

For this, Malcolm became one of the most 
dangerous people in the USA . . . at least for 
those who oppress us. For us, the oppressed, 
he was our champion. Far from being a sav-
ior, Malcolm saw himself as a spokesperson 
for a movement; yet never more important 
than the movement. He understood that it is 
people in motion rather than individual lead-
ers who shift the tracks of history. 

And so, it is time to again remember Mal-
colm and to cherish him through continuing 
in his footsteps, footsteps that were molded 
by an insistence on struggle, audacity, and, 
yes, love for his people. 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST 
WISHES TO COLONEL ALAN R. 
LYNN 

HON. CHET EDWARDS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 18, 2005 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize a great Army officer and soldier, Colo-
nel Alan R. Lynn, and to thank him for his 
contributions to the Army and the country. On 
Thursday, June 2, 2005 Colonel Lynn will re-
linquish command of the Army’s 3rd Signal 
Brigade which is stationed at Fort Hood, 
Texas for reassignment to the Army Staff in 
Washington, DC. 

Colonel Lynn began his military career in 
1979 following his graduation from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania at California, Pennsyl-
vania. Commissioned as an Air Defense Artil-
lery officer from ROTC he completed several 
successful assignments in the Air Defense Ar-
tillery before he transferred to the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps. During Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm he served as the 1st Bri-
gade Signal Officer with the fabled 101st Air-
borne Division. In 1997, he commanded the 
13th Signal Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division 
both at Fort Hood, Texas and in Bosnia with 
Task Force Eagle. Colonel Lynn took com-
mand of the 3rd Signal Brigade, Fort Hood, 
Texas on June 13, 2002. He deployed the Bri-

gade to 66 separate locations throughout Iraq 
in January, 2004 in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom creating the largest tactical commu-
nications network in Army history. For over a 
decade Alan has been tested in conflict and 
hardened in battle to become one of the 
Army’s finest and most experienced Signal 
Corps commanders. 

Alan is a consummate professional whose 
performance personifies those traits of cour-
age, competency and commitment that our na-
tion has come to expect from its Army officers. 
It is with sadness that we will wish him God-
speed and good luck as he leaves Fort Hood 
for his new assignment. 

Alan’s career has reflected his deep com-
mitment to our nation, and has been charac-
terized by dedicated, selfless service, love for 
soldiers and their families and a commitment 
to excellence. I ask Members to join me in of-
fering our heartfelt appreciation for a job well 
done and best wishes for continued success 
to a great soldier and friend—Colonel Alan R. 
Lynn. 
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H.R. 1268, EMERGENCY SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 18, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, because of 
this administration’s lack of accountability for 
the money sent for the war in Iraq, I could not 
support this, the third emergency spending bill 
for Iraq, when the House first voted on it in 
March. It now comes back to us from the con-
ference in worse shape than it was before, 
and I again cannot support it. 

The administration sold this war to the 
American people and Members of Congress 
under false pretenses, and the American peo-
ple cannot continue to indefinitely fund this ad-
ministration’s gross incompetence, particularly 
without any real oversight tied to it. Mean-
while, important priorities here at home like 
homeland security and education go wanting 
for money. We have a new record level of 
debt, a record budget deficit and a record 
trade deficit. 

Mr. Speaker, my father and brother have 
both fought in wars for our country, and I sup-
port and honor our troops. I want nothing but 
the best protection and best equipment for 
them. Still, despite the hundreds of billions in 
taxpayer money that has been spent on Iraq, 
a recent New York Times report detailed how 
our soldiers in Iraq still are ill-equipped for the 
resistance they face. Why hasn’t the money 
first and foremost gone to supply our troops 
with the equipment they need as quickly as 
possible? 

There have been independent audits show-
ing billions of dollars in Iraq that have been 
misspent or that have simply gone missing. 
And there still is little to no oversight—there 
still is no open and honest accounting—to 
keep this administration in check, as they 
have repeatedly missed deadlines to detail the 
past, current and future spending. 

This bill now includes the REAL ID Act, 
which is an entirely separate issue from fund-
ing and should have no part of this bill. I am 
very concerned about the implementation of 
such sweeping provisions in this manner. 

There is no money to implement these new 
laws, we’ve had no hearings to understand 
how they would work, and the states, which 
would have to administer these laws, haven’t 
even been consulted. Administratively these 
provisions seem difficult to implement, at best. 
Congress should never go about loading 
something like this onto a bill without full de-
bate, but that’s exactly what has happened in 
this case. 

Certainly, there are parts of this supple-
mental spending bill that I strongly support. 
The $650 million for tsunami relief and recon-
struction is very important. It is disappointing, 
however, that the conference report does not 
include the amendment I introduced that was 
attached to the House version, which would 
have devoted $3 million for UNFPA’s vital 
work in the tsunami region. This money would 
have greatly benefitted pregnant tsunami- 
stricken women by fostering better maternal 
health and reducing infant mortality. 

The improvement in death benefits for the 
military in this bill are crucial, and they are a 
long time in coming. I also support the provi-
sions to aid the peace in the Sudan, as well 
as development assistance the president pro-
posed for the West Bank and Gaza. 

Nevertheless, this administration must en-
force a better accounting of the taxpayer 
money it spends. Before I can vote for another 
enormous expenditure of the American tax-
payers’ money for this war, I must be con-
vinced that this administration will keep tabs 
on the money and make sure our troops get 
the equipment they need. Doing so will be 
good for the war effort, and will be good for 
our troops. 
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LANCE CORPORAL JONATHAN 
GRANT 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 18, 2005 

Mr. UDALL. of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Lance Corporal 
Jonathan Walter Grant. 

Jonathan lived his life by always putting oth-
ers first, and last Wednesday he made the ul-
timate sacrifice while serving in Iraq. 

Lance Corporal Grant was among the six 
Marines killed during combat ‘‘Operation Mat-
ador’’ when their troop transporter rolled over 
a roadside bomb in the Al Anbar Province. 

Just 23-years-old, Jonathan lived life always 
showing courage and maturity beyond his 
years. He was born in the Pojoaque Valley of 
New Mexico and raised by his grandmother 
Margie Warner, who he loved dearly. He re-
ceived his general equivalency diploma in the 
year 2000 and joined the Marines in 2002, 
working the entire time to support his family 
and build a future. 

Upon his planned return from Iraq this Octo-
ber, Jonathan was planning to marry his high 
school sweetheart and fiancée, Eva Maestas. 
Eva—who is now a kindergarten teacher—and 
Jonathan had been together for 7 years. Jona-
than leaves behind Eva, their 5-year-old 
daughter Cynthia, and their 17-month-old son 
Evan. 

As Cynthia and Evan get older, they can al-
ways be proud of their father, Lance Corporal 
Jonathan Walter Grant, a Marine—who always 
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rose to the challenge and served our country 
proud. 

Our heartfelt prayers and sympathies are 
with Jonathan’s family and friends during their 
time of great loss. We will always remember 
his bravery and the sacrifice he made while 
serving our nation. 
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CONGRATULATING THE WILKES- 
BARRE FINE ARTS FIESTA ON 
THE OCCASION OF ITS 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 18, 2005 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the 
Fine Arts Fiesta in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl-
vania, which is celebrating 50 years of artistic 
and cultural presentation to the citizens of 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Founded in 1956 under the leadership of 
Annette Evans, Ruth Schooley and Alfred 
Groh, the Fine Arts Fiesta is the oldest full- 
scale arts festival in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

Making the event even more special is the 
fact that it has never charged the public for 
admission, preferring to make the event open 
to anyone, regardless of ability to pay. In-
stead, the Fine Arts Fiesta, always held on 
Wilkes-Barre’s historic Public Square, has 
managed to fund itself through state grants 
and voluntary contributions from individuals, 
corporations and foundations. 

Throughout its history, the Fine Arts Fiesta 
has always highlighted children’s entertain-
ment. 

At noon on May 24, 1956, then Mayor Lu-
ther M. Kniffen sounded the Old Ship Zion bell 
and the Fine Arts Fiesta was born. It was also 
a highlight of Wilkes-Barre’s Sesquicentennial 
that was being observed in 1956. 

Dr. Eugene S. Farley, then president of 
Wilkes College, offered remarks and stressed 
the interrelation between the Wyoming Val-
ley’s cultural assets and the economic and in-
dustrial well being of the community. He con-
cluded that the Fiesta plays a significant role 
in the overall growth of the community. 

By 1962, the Fine Arts Fiesta had grown to 
include 36 organizations. More than 1,000 vol-
unteers were working to present artistic dis-
plays from virtually every art and craft. 

In 1963, Mrs. C. Wells Belin, of Scranton, a 
leader in the local art world, delivered the Fi-
esta’s opening address. She spoke of the 
‘‘four great assets of Fiesta.’’ She went on to 
describe those assets as ‘‘public relations 
value . . . positive example for other cities 
. . . importance to industries already here and 
those planning to come here and, finally, as a 
way of helping people broaden their horizons 
and appreciation of culture and the arts. 

Also in 1963, The Fine Arts Fiesta gained 
national recognition after George Ralston, 
chairman of the Wilkes-Barre Recreation 
Board, nominated the Fiesta for an award 
from the National Recreation Committee. That 
award was presented to Fiesta founder An-
nette Evans in the presence of the late U.S. 
Congressman Daniel J. Flood. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating The Fine Arts Fiesta on a half century 

of cultural service to the citizens of north-
eastern Pennsylvania and beyond, some of 
whom travel great distances to attend and 
enjoy the Fiesta. Clearly, the Fiesta has en-
riched the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
people and our community is a far better place 
because of it. 
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DEDICATION OF THE CONGRESS-
MAN IKE SKELTON BRIDGE 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 18, 2005 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, it has come to 
my attention that Highway 13 Missouri River 
Bridge has been named for my good friend, 
and fellow Missourian, The Honorable Ike 
Skelton. The dedication ceremony took place 
on May 14, 2005, in Lexington, Missouri, Mr. 
Skelton’s hometown. I know that all the Mem-
bers of the House will join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Skelton on this honor. Mr. Skelton’s 
remarks at the event are set forth as follows: 

Thank you so much, Joe Aull, for your 
generous introduction. Members of the Mis-
souri General Assembly, Ray and Lafayette 
County neighbors, and my fellow Missou-
rians. 

Today, we dedicate an engineering feat— 
the magnificent new bridge across the wide 
Missouri. What an opportunity to kindle 
pride in our community and pride in our 
state. This is truly a moment to remember. 

Anyone who lives around here or who trav-
els along this portion of Highway 13 can tes-
tify that for years people have asked, ‘‘when 
are we going to get a new bridge?’’ More re-
cently the question has changed to, ‘‘when is 
that new bridge going to open?’’ So believe 
me, I think it is impossible to exaggerate 
what a very happy day this is for those who 
have waited so long for this day to arrive. 

According to the Roman orator Cicero, the 
greatest of all virtues is gratitude. And, I 
want to express my gratitude to my neigh-
bors, the members of the Highway 13 Mis-
souri River Bridge Dedication Steering Com-
mittee, the members of the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation, and the members of 
Missouri’s General Assembly for the naming 
of this bridge. Most of all, I am grateful to 
my wife, Susie, for her tireless support that 
allows me to carry out my public service. I 
must add that I am pleased that so many of 
my high school graduating class are with us 
today. 

I acknowledge this honor with a deep sense 
of humility. Representing Missourians is 
such a privilege, as I have had a love affair 
with the State of Missouri all my life. Suf-
fice it to say that I will endeavor, in the 
days and years ahead, to merit this high 
honor. 

This day opens a notable chapter in the 
history of Ray and Lafayette Counties, and 
in the history of our State. The taxpayers 
generously paid for the bridge and the sur-
rounding roads, with the politicians and gov-
ernment officials setting aside the money— 
almost $53 million in Federal and State 
funds for the bridge itself. But the achieve-
ment lies in the skill of the designers, engi-
neers, and laborers whose work translated 
our dream of a new bridge into reality, pro-
viding us with a safe way to travel and tak-
ing us into the future, across the wide Mis-
souri. 

But because this is such a momentous day, 
it is appropriate to look back and reflect on 
the previous chapters of our history that led 

us to this place today. This is a bridge over 
truly historic waters—the wide Missouri. 

The river is central to the history of those 
who have lived in this region. The Indians 
who lived along its banks inspired the river’s 
name. The word ‘‘Missouri’’ is believed to 
have derived from the Indian word for 
‘‘canoe’’, and the Missouri Tribe were known 
as the ‘‘people of the wooden canoe.’’ 

French trappers encountered the Missouri 
Indians in the late 1600s in present day Sa-
line County. Another native group, the Lit-
tle Osage, lived in this area during the 1700s. 
Scholars say that both tribes used the river 
for transportation and trade with the Euro-
peans. 

In addition to the heritage of the Indians 
who made their home along the river, the 
legacy of the French trappers endures. The 
names the French gave to the tributaries 
that flow into the Missouri River still adorn 
our maps: Tabeau Creek, the Lamine River, 
Chouteau Creek, and the Moreau River. 

After the fledgling United States of Amer-
ica purchased the Louisiana territory, Lewis 
and Clark’s Corps of Discovery traveled 
these waters, following the river across the 
continent. In fact, our new bridge is quite 
near the spot in present-day Ray County 
where Lewis and Clark’s party of explorers 
made camp in June 1804. 

Fifteen years later in 1819, a U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers expedition to explore the 
Missouri River and its tributaries dem-
onstrated the potential usefulness of the 
river for the movement of goods, settlers, 
and troops. It also led to the Corps’ assign-
ment to tame the river for navigation, re-
moving the treacherous snags that endan-
gered boats and steamboats. 

The Missouri artist George Caleb Bingham 
immortalized the jolly flatboatmen who 
plied the waters of this river as the frontier 
opened in the early to mid–1800s. The 
flatboatmen were known for their songs, 
their chanties, including the beautiful and 
haunting American folk song, Shenandoah. 
The now-familiar boatmen’s song, which told 
of a trader who loved the daughter of Indian 
Chief Shenandoah, made its way down the 
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers to the Amer-
ican clipper ships, and thus around the 
world. 

In the years to come, steamboats made the 
river their home. From about 1819 to 1881, 
steamboats paddled the river, taking settlers 
west and carrying trade goods and merchan-
dise. Lexington became a major steamboat 
port, where manufactured goods from St. 
Louis and other points east were unloaded, 
and raw materials were loaded to travel 
down river. 

Local shores witnessed one of the darkest 
days of the steamboat era when the steam-
boat Saluda called on the Port of Lexington 
in 1852. Encountering problems with the riv-
er’s current and heavy running ice, the 
Saluda’s boilers exploded and more than 200 
passengers and crew perished. 

During the War Between the States, 
steamboats carried troops and acted as 
armed transports, patrolling the river for 
Confederates attempting to cross the wide 
Missouri. 

In the days before a bridge crossed the 
wide Missouri here, ferries enjoyed brisk 
business. The first ferry was established in 
1819 by Lexington’s founder, Gilead Rupe. 
Both the steamboat and the ferry operations 
lost customers as railroads began to lay 
their tracks throughout the west, but the 
ferry business held on, providing river cross-
ing services until the opening of the bridge 
in 1925. 

Attempts to bridge the river between La-
fayette and Ray Counties were made in 1889 
and 1894, before what we now call the ‘‘old 
bridge’’ was built across the wide Missouri. 
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